Retail inflation goes past

RBI’s limit to 6.1% in Oct.

Almost all categories in the index hit series highs as inflation crosses the targeted comfort band

Torthe st e mOwo ye

; inflation in food and beverages rises to 8.5

/0,

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

etail inflation rose
Rto 6.1% in October,
crossing the Re-

serve Bank of India (RBI)’s
upper threshold for the
first time in two years.

The continued uptick in
inflation, while driven by
food and fuel prices, has
now spread to nearly all
sectors, data released by
the government on Thurs-
dayshowed.

The RBI targets an infla-
tion rate of 4% with a com-
fort band of 2% higher or
lfower than figure. Inflation
as measured by the Con-
sumer Price Index (CPI)
last crossed this upper
threshold of 6%in October
2024, when it came in at
6.2%. Retail inflation in the
corresponding month this

year was the highest since

Prices surge

The RBI targets an inflation rate of 4% with a'comfort band of 2%;
inflation last crossed 6% in Oct. 2024, when it came in at 6.2%
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then. The new series of the
CPI, with a base year of
2024, has sectoral data that
goes back to only January
2026, which means a his-
torical analysis is possible
only up to that point. With-
in that, the latest data show
inflation across most cate-
gories rose to series highs
in October.

The data showed that in-
flation in the food and bev-

erages category rose sharp-
ly to 8.5% in October, the
highest in the series.

Coupled with this, rising
fuel prices meant that in-
flation in the transport ca-
tegory also rose to 5.8%, a
series high.

As a result of accelerat-
ing food and transport
prices, inflation in the res-
taurant and accommoda-
tion services category

)

transport sector at 5.8%

jumped to 10.1%, the first
time it has come in at dou-
ble-digits in the new series.
“Although inflation re-
mains predominantly sup-
-driven, stronger con-

sumer demand  pull

associated with festive-sea-
son purchases may have
added to price pressures,
reinforcing the RBI’s deci-
sion to raise the repo rate
by 25 basis points to
5.50%,” Pranjal Ghate, eco-
nomist at Brickwork Rat-
ings said, referring to the
Monetary Policy Commit-
tee’s decision in October.
Apart from food and
fuel, the data showed that
other aspects of day-to-day
life have also seen prices
rising at a faster pace.
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Retail inflation crosses
RBI’s limit to 6.1% in Oct.

Clothing and footwear, for example, saw inflation
coming in at nearly 5% in October 2026 — the
highest in this series — from 3.9% in the previous
month. The ‘furnishings, household equipment,
and routine household maintenance’ category
saw inflation quicken to 3.9% in October, also a se-
ries high.

Inflation in the health category quickened to
2.05% in October 2026, the highest since January,
from 1.4% in September.

The ‘housing, water, electricity, gas and other
fuels’ category saw inflation of 2.9% in October, al-
so the highest in the series.

According to Madan Sabnavis, chief economist
at the Bank of Baroda, some food prices could rise
further in the coming months.

“The ongoing harvest prospects will throw
more light on how food pricesbehave,” Mr. Sabna-
vis said. “Area under cultivation was lower for
rice, maize, oilseeds, cotton and sugarcane. It has
also been reported that pulses production, espe-
cially tur, could be-lower this time, which can lead
to a spike in prices.”

Other services get pricier too

Education services saw inflation touch the 4% tar-
get for the first time in the new series, while infla-
tion in the information and communication cate-
gory rose to a series-high of 3.2% in October 2026.

Recreation, sports, and culture saw inflation
rise to 2.5% in October 2026, also the highest in
the series.

The only category that saw some relief in Oc-
tober was the broad ‘personal care, social protec-
tion and miscellaneous goods & services’ catego-
ry, which saw inflation ease to 10.1%, the lowest it
has been in the new series of the CPL

“The latest reading makes it increasingly diffi-
cult for the MPC to justify holding rates un-
changed at its next meeting [in December],
strengthening the likelihood of another 25-basis-
point hike,” Mr. Ghate said.




New infra projects sanctioned along Chinese border in Arunachal

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

Amid continuing face-offs
with the Chinese Army
along the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) in Arunachal
Pradesh since late July, the
Indo-Tibetan Border Police
(ITBP) has sanctioned the
construction of new bor-
der infrastructure in the
northeastern State, a se-
nior government official
told The Hindu.

Earlier, in February, the
Cabinet Committee on Se-

T ad_cleare.

rd phase of the Indo-

g%ma Eorger angs U:ER
project.

~—Under the scheme, as
many as 26 roads are to be
ToTstructed along the LAC
f_Arunachal _Dradesh,
another government offi-
cial said. The Union Go-
vernment has not yet offi-

Abridge that is currently under construction in Arunachal Pradesh
along the border with China. ABHINAY LAKSHMAN

cially announced the
ICBR-III project or publicly

disclosed these details.
This is only the second
time affeT e 2020 Galwan
cTashes in eastern Ladakh
at a critical road infras-
ect has been

sanctoned aloﬁg the bor-

derwith China.

The_first phase of the
ICBR Was inftiated in 2005
when it was decided that

the Union Home Ministry
would construct 27 priori-
Ty Toads with a total length
OTGOS Km along the border
wrhchma.
The second phase of the
ICBR, comprising 32 roads

m, was approved on.Sep-
ember Just
m ol-
diers-were kitted i violent
clashes with' the Chinese
People’s Liberation Army
in eastern Ladakh.

Since < September, the
ITBP has authorised the
construction of 15 pedes-
{fTan_suspension_bridges
and 18 log bridges in Upper
SubansirT and Kurung Ku-

TIEy AiSITICTS, covering the
areas pordering China in

Arunachal Pradesh.

The project clearance
came days after India host-
ed the 18th BRICS Summit
from September 11 to 13 in
New Delhi, which was at-
tended by Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping. A govern-
ment release after the
meeting stated that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
emphasised that peace and

tranquillity in the border
areas remains an essential
basis for the continued de-
velopment of bilateral rela-
tions. He underlined the
need for both sides to ob-
serve existing agreements
and understandings on
border-related issues.

In December 2020, the
Union Home Ministry had
approved construction of
18 pedestrian tracks, in-
cluding foot suspension
bridges, log bridges, and
staging camps, measuring
a total length of 598.27 km
in the border areas of Aru-
nachal Pradesh.

‘Continuing face-offs’

On October 22 this vear,
fOTMEr TTB Director-Gen.
Tioned that the -face-ofl

With Chinese '00ps contr-
TIUES at several locations 1

Addressing the Himveer
Samman Samaroh at the
Central Training College at
Alwar in Rajasthan, Mr. Ka-
pur said: “In the past few
days, a situation arose
where face-offs happened
at several locations in Aru-
nachal and it still conti-
nues. Our Shaurya com-
mandos played an
exemplary role in this.”

The 73-minute video re-
cording of the former ITBP
Director-General speech’s
— in which he also stressed
the need to invest in and
develop drone and coun-
ter-drone technology, not-
ing that it may not be possi-
Ble T face China throug Chin hrough
traditional methods as
They have mvested a lot in
the modernisation of their
Weapons_and _mnirastruc-
fure — has since been taken
down fro the TTBP’S offi-

Arunachal Pradesn.

cial YouTube page.
Pl .=



HILL COUNCIL POLLS ON DEC 4

The Apex Body Leh launched anindefinite protest, led by its

chairman Tsering Dorjay Lakrook, on Thursday. express

‘Unjustified’: Ladakh

bodies on police action

against Wangchuk

during election protest

Naveed Igbal

Srinagar, November12

A DAY after climate activist
Sonam Wangchuk was removed
from a protest site in Ladakh,
Kargil Democratic Allidnge
(KDA) leadership strongly@on-
demned the action on partofthe
Union Territory admiinistration.
Meanwhile, the Apex Body Leh
(ABL) on Thursday initiated an
indefinite protest led by its chair-
man Tsering Dorjay Lakrook.
Leh-Kargil range DIG Kau-
shal Sharma defended the ac-
tionagainst Wangchuk, and said
maintaining peace and public
order remained police’s top pri-
ority. All necessary steps would
be taken within the framework
of law to prevent untoward inci-
dents during the polls to pan-
chayats, municipalities and the
Ladakh Autonomous Hill Devel-
opment Councils (LAHDCs).
Terming the police action
“unjustified”, KDA co-chairman
Sajjad Kargili said the right to
peaceful protest was constitu-
tionally guaranteed. “Under no
circumstances can anyone be
prevented from expressing dis-
sentinapeaceful manner,” Kar-
gilisaid in Kargil, flanked by La-
dakh Lok Sabha MP Mohmad
Haneefa Jan and KDA co-chair-
man Asgar Ali Karbalai. He also
accused the administration of

resorting‘to bureaucratic high-
handednessand using intimida-
tion, threats and forms of press-
ureto suppress the voices of
Ladakh’s people. Kargili is set to
jointhe dharnain LehonFriday.

Lakrook said in Leh: “This
dharnaisabout all of the press-
ing issues in Ladakh at the mo-
ment. We are seeking a restora-
tion of the dialogue with the

Centre, Ladakh’s liquor policy
as well as the timing of the
LAHDC polls. Everyone should
have the opportunity to partici-
pate in elections, so many of
our people have already left La-
dakh (due to the winters)...”
Expressing “shock”attheUT
administration, Jan said while
the people of Ladakh are outon
streets and are not in favour of
LAHDC polls, “the UT adminis-
tration is not budging from its
position.” He said the country
and the people of Ladakh nor-
mally celebrate electionsbut this
time, they are even considering
a boycott. “That is why the
people in Leh have begun a pro-
testdemonstration,” he said.
DIG Sharma, meanwhile,
said that “peaceis paramount”.
Seeking a deferment of the
proposed LAHDC polls on De-
cember 4, Wangchuk had at-
tempted tolead a protestin Leh
on Wednesday evening.
WITHPTIINPUTS




Why did Ladakh groups decry

the announcement of polls?

Why did LAB and KDA seek the postponement of polls? What led to the impasse in talks with the Centre?

Peerzada Ashiq

The story so far:
he Lieutenant Governor-led
adffimistration of Ladakh has
announced back-to-bac]

elections in the Union Territory

(UT.). The Three-tier polls — hill councils,

anchayat and municipal elections — will
B el the next onemonth. While the
panchayat and municipal elections are

or November 21, the hill councll

elections wi eld on December 4.

Ladakhs a UT. without a legislature.
So,these pAIS e Ry O prowide
platforfis to public representatives in the
region. However, the short window
‘provided by the State Election _

Commission (SEC) is likely to make it hard
or pol itical pames to chart the course for

(fieir campaigning and enter into possibl
alliances.

How are these elections different?
Previously, Ladakh operated with only

two hill devélopment councils — the
Tadakh Autonomous Hill Development

Council (LAHDC) in Leh and LAHDC in
Rargil — which together covered 52
cometTanTies: Seiltévenly with 28 in
‘ach district. However, the Ladakh
administration restructured the region’s
local governance by creating six new
istricts and establishing dedicated hill

councils for each of them.
“TAsaresult of this administrative
expansion, the upcoming local elections
will be held acroSSTOU constituencies.
EACITTEW diStrict council will iow
comqrise between seven and 24 elected
‘members, down from the previous 26. In
afirst, 36 of the 100 total LAHDC
have Teserves

Meanwhile, Chief Secretary Ashish.
Kundra assured that the newly formed hilk
councils “would retain all powers vested
in them under the existing law.”

‘What makes polls difficult in Ladakh?
Conducting elections ifi Ladakh comes

with logistical and geographical
challﬁée‘?ﬂmﬁovﬂ%’ across
59,146 square kilometres, has a sparse
‘population of just 2.74 lakh, according to

the 2011 census.

The region has 1.90 voters, according
to the Election Commission of India (ECI)
figures of 2025. So, the 100 constituencies
going to voting will have an-average 1900
voters per constituency.

Several villages are located ataltitudes
as highas 15, eet al e sea level
and there are many passes, connecting
the valleys and higher reaches, which get
closed due to snowfall'in winters. To
overcome these conditions, the Ladakh
administration has promised to provide
heating and specialised logistical support
1o facilitate the polling.

According to Mr. Kundra, a portion of
local representatives has already been
decided without a contest.

Out of 192 panchayat halgas, 55

sarparites Trave aiready been elected
only 137 seats. Similarly, 1,186 out of 1,428
panch candidates were elected
unopposed. While all 21 wards in the Leh
Municipal Council will go to the polls,
four of the 17 wards in the Kargil
Municipal Council have already elected

their representatives unopposed.
Meanwhile, the Ladakh Chief Secretary
has termed these €lections as steps to
“strengthening democratic institutions
and ensuringtheir early constitution”.

question polls?
“Ladakn has two key civil society bodies —
Leh Apex-Body (LAB) and Kargil
Democratic Alliance (KDA). These bodies,
which are amalgams of socio-political and
religious groups, have been negotiating
with the Centre over their core demands
6 Statenood and Sixth Schedule. Now,
both the bodies are questioning the
timing of these elections.

“TAB co-chairperson Tsering Dorjey
Lakrook expressed concern over likely
poor participation because a sizable
population of the région have moved to
warmer places, especially students and
elderly population. The region was facing
“unilateral decisions and
drder-after-order without consultation,”
KDA co-chairperson Sajjad Kargilli added.

These groups are demanding

postponement of hill council elections to

ApriTMay riext year. Echomng this. Ladakh
urged the Lieutenant Governor and the
STAre EISCTon Commissioner (SEC) "o
Consider the region's geographical and
clim: nditons before scl i
polls”and claimed that elections in
winter could deprive many people of
their right to vote.

Mr. Lakrook alleged that the Centre
was taking negotiating civil society groups

“for granted” and stated he suspected the
government “was up to some mischief.”
m&'ﬁm}mm
make public the judicial inquiry report
into (He SeptemFIEr 2025 lﬂﬁ violence
andens S he
victims.” Four civilians died and around

were injured in alleged security forces
firing in Septem&r Tast year.

What is the status of Ladakh-Centre
talks?

Since the violent unrest in 2025, multiple
rounds of Talks fiave been held between
Cadakh and the Centre, which has
constituted a High Powered Committee
and a Sub-Committee to engage the civil
society groups of the region. However, the
dialogue has recently hit an impasse.

In May this year, the Centre floated the
idea of “a customised sui generis model”
TS e T e e
special status under a special provision of
Article 371. On October 15 this year,a
team of the Ministry of Home Affajrs
M})Tseﬁdmaﬂmh the
LAB and RDR refecied T {Erming T35
leparture from the earlier promises”.
“Tater, on UCToDer 17, Tadakireief
Secretary Mr. Kundra reiterated that the
Centre was committed to the process of
shaping the constitutional structure and
called for a discussion over the MHA draft
proposal. A qroqosed meeting on October
22 in New Delhi failed to take place with
The Centre not divulging the reason.
M. Caktook stated that they have

received no communication from the
MHA since October 15.



After month in detention, Slang activist says stir willgoon

Premankur Biswas
& Shinjini Ghosh
Yingkiong, New Delhi, Nov 12

AFTER NEARLY a month in
detention, _activist_Adum

Tayong has said protests
against the proposed Siang

Upper Multipurpose Project
<ﬂM;;)‘M&ﬂm
ing that the project i ist-
ential threat to those living in
the Siang Valley. This, even as
authorities in the district said
detentions were necessary to
maintain law and order in the

Paron, Okut Paloh and Oson
Paron, were detained on Oc-
tober9.

Speakingto The Indian Ex-
press, Tayong claimed, “In-
itially we had no information,
and it was only after detention
that we were told that APUAPA
had been invoked. For nearly a
month, we were lodged in the
same prison cells as murder
convicts. Our phones were
seized, and we had little in-
formation about what was
going on. We were allowed to
speak to our families only once

Siangactivist Adum Tayong

SUMP. While the state govern-

region. in15days.” ment maintains that it has in-
Tayong was among four ac- “We will continue with the vited different stakeholders for
tivists detained under the Ar-  protests,” he said. dialogue, organisationslike the
unachal Pradesh Unlawful Ac- Protests _have _erupted — Siang Indigenous Farmers’
tivities (Prevention) Act across several districts imthe Forum (SIFF) have sought the
(APUAPA) and released on No-  state, with asectionofresidents  release of all activists before
vember7. alongthe SiangRiver opposing  talks resume.
“The four, including Omak € pro 0-MW Tagori Mize, an advocate

based Qutwef Itanagar, said,
“Thefour.who were released
are from Geku village. There
are others from different dis-
tricts who still have FIRs
against them and remain in
custody.”
Urging the state govern-
mernt to release all activists,
Z€,Whois the spokesper-
son of SIFF, said, “Our stand is
clear, and we have listed out our
demandSTothe Arunachal Pra-
desh government. All FIRs
against The protesters and ac-
tivists should be withdrawn

without conditions. The gov-
“ernment should also withdraw
all paramilitary and armed
forces deployed in the state.”
Ashok Tajo, the Deputy
Commissioner of Upper Siang,
said APUAPA had tobe invoked
to maintain law and order in

the area.

“APUAPA is basically pre-
ventive detention, and for the
last few weeks, there were sev-
eral incidents of houses being
attacked and vehicles being
torched. Despite repeated re-
quests, a few people from the
area had been mobilising
people. The environment was
quite tense, and inorderto con-
tain that, we had to pickupa
few people.”

“While they were detained
initially, now they are free. The
effectof detentions can be seen.
Such incidents (of arson) have
not been reported in the last
few days. People have realised
that there is a rule of law. As a
district magistrate, itismy duty
to maintain law and order and
ensure itis peaceful, and I have
done my part.”
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Why India’s carbon

emissions could
rise amid global fall

Pratyush Deep
New Delhi, November 12

GLOBAL CARBON dioxide emissionsfrom fossil fuels
are projected to decline marginally in 2026 compared
with last year. ButIndia is expéCted to be the only major
emitter set to record an inerease.

According to a new study by the Global Carbon
Budget, global fossil fuel emissions are projected to fall
by 0.4% this year, with China, the US, the European
Union and Japafrexpected torecord declines. India's
projected risejn fossil fuel emissions, meanwhile, has
been pegged at4.4%.

The projected global decline has been attributed to
the expansion of solar and wind power and the energy
shock triggered by the West Asia conflict.

Although geopolitical upheavals and economic dis-
ruptions — besides the Covid-19 pandemic — have pre-
viously led to temporary reductions in fossil fuel use,
these were largely one-year aberrations. The study cau-
tions that the projected decline in global emissions this
year is also likely to be a short-term consequence rather
than a sustained structural shift.




‘Nodrop inroad transport emissions’

The study shows India, which accounts for around 8%
of global emissions, is projected to record higher
amissions growth in 2026 than its average annual
Increase of 3.5% over the past decade. It attributes part of

the increase to arebound
from relatively low
emissions growth in 2025,
when a wet pre-monsoon
period reduced demand
for cooling. In contrast, a
drier monsoon and higher
temperaturesin 2026 in-
creased cooling demand,
pushingupelectricity
consumption.
Notably, India
witnessed an unusual
A waste-to-energy plantnear  surgein power demand
Delhi’s Okhla landfill. Fie thissummer amid persist-
ently high temperatures
and deficientrainfall,

SUMMERSURGE with El Nino-influenced

® India witnessed an unusual weather conditions

surge in power demand this adding to the presstre:
summer amid persistently high Thisincreasedyeliance

temperatures and deficientrain. O C?al‘Fas?dPUW%en'
eration, which increased

® Weather condition; o by aroun@i3.2% to
nfluenced by the El Nifo cli- 846.229.29 million units
mate phenomenonaddedtothe Mli) between April and
oressure. November 10,2026 com-
pared with the correspond-

ing period in 2025. The de-
pendence was also refleetéd in declining coal stocks.

An analysis of goverfiment data shows that while do-
mestic consumptionof overall petroleum products de-
clined by 2.24% MrJanuary-October 2026, consumption
of transport fuels continued to increase. Petrol consump-
rion increased by 6.61% to 37.15 million tonnes from 34.85
million tennes, while diesel consumption increased by
5.76% to 80.86 million tonnes from 76.46 million tonnes

over the same period.

India’s industrial emissions

Ananalysis by the Centre for Research on Energy and
Clean Air (CREA) found thatIndia’s CO2 emissions in the
first half of 2026 increased 3.7% year-on-year because of an
Increase in emissions from steel, cement and other sectors.

CREA analyst Anubha Aggarwal told The Indian Ex-
press that the power sector’s contributions to CO2
amissions remained flat for two years until June 2026.
CO2emissions from oil and gas fell 7% year-on-year, de-
spite higher demand for diesel and petrol.

“For two years till June 2026, all of the growth in In-
dia’s electricity demand has been met by clean energy,
and that has halted the rise of coal power for the first
rime in half a century. The challenge now is industry,
where coal dominates and electricity makes up asmaller
share of energy use than in almost any other G20 econ-
omy, so unless steel and other energy-intensive manu-
facturers begin to electrify, rising output will keep push-
Ing India’s total emissions up even as the power sector
stabilises,” Aggarwal said.




Norwegian journalist says India:cancelled

visa before Bharat Summit in Hyderabad

Serish Nanisetti
HYDERABAD

Norwegian journalist Helle

future of media and press
freedom. But orders from
above in the Ministry of
Home Affairs have can-

Lyng, who works for the

celled my visa,” she said in

Oslo-based daily Dagsavi-
sen, has said that she has
been stopped from coming
to India despite having a
valid visa.

“I got a visa to India and
was supposed to leave this
morning to attend the Bha-
rat Summit in Hyderabad. I
had been invited as a pa-

a post on X on Wednesday.

In a video message, she
put the onus on Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
to allow her entry, noting
that 48 hours still re-
mained before her session.

She linked the refusal to
let her. into India to the
question on press freedom

nellist and speaker on the

she had posed to Prime Mi-

Helle Lyng

nister Narendra Modi dur-
ing his visit to Norway in
May. “I was supposed to
speak on media, press free-

dom and democracy and
ow they are 1 R
she said in the video.

Ms. Lyng has been listed
as a speaker in a session on
Day 2 of the Bharat Summit
in Hyderabad on Novem-
ber 14. The Hindu has ac-
cess to Ms. Lyng’s docu-
ments, which show a visa
was first granted and re-
voked later. The External
Affairs Ministry has de-
clined a response.

(With inputs from
Suhasini Haidar)




In a dilemma

India must improve ties with
Bangladesh, and protect Hasina

angladesh’s former Prime Minister
B Sheikh Hasina now in exile in India, has

set off speculation about her imminent
return to Dhaka by submitting an application for
a new Bangladeshi passport and national identity
card this week. The application, made through
the Bangladesh High Commission in Delhi, was
dismissed by Prime Minister Tarique Rahman’s
Foreign Affairs Adviser Humayun Kabir, who said
that the government in Dhaka would not grant a
passport to a “terrorist”, and would seek her re-
turn via the extradition agreement as a “prisoner
transfer process” with India. Ms. Hasina has al-
ready announced that she plans to return to Ban-
gladesh in December this year, as she did after
her previous stay in India in exile from 1975-1981,
after the brutal assassination of her father Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman and nearly every other member
of her family. However, the situation is consider-
ably different now. This time, Ms. Hasina came to
India in 2024 fleeing mobs of protestors,that
overthrew her government, and has sincé 'been
convicted by a tribunal for ordering a.crackdown
on thousands of students, and sentenced to
death. In interviews, including t¢ The Hindu, Ms.
Hasina says she hopes to return:to Bangladesh to
argue her case and rebuildher party, the Awami
League, but that is hardly likely, given the anger
against her amongst-.the polity, and bipartisan
consensus to ban the Awami League from polit-
ics. Despite the harsh rhetoric it employs against
her, the BNP-government is unlikely to wish for
her return; as it would have to begin execution
proceedings against the 79-year-old former
Prime Minister, with international opposition to
such a move expected to be voluble. Not doing so
would only strengthen its opposition party, the
Jamaat-e-Islami, that has accused the Rahman go-
vernment of soft-peddling the issue. The govern-
ment must also worry about possible protests
and violence within the country in the event Ms.
Hasina returns.

The situation puts the Modi government in a
spot. Ever since Ms. Hasina announced plans to
return, during a virtual press conference held in
Delhi on August 5 this vear, Delhi-Dhaka ties have
been on a downslide. The government’s decision
not to prevent Ms. Hasina from addressing the
press, where she used the opportunity to sound-
ly criticise PM Rahman, meant the abrupt cancel-
lation of the Bangladesh PM’s visit. Next month,
the Indo-Bangladesh Ganga Water treaty is set to
expire, and talks on its extension have also be-
come a casualty. Ms. Hasina has been an ho-
noured guest in India, and the government can-
not physically restrain her from taking the flight
to Dhaka or travelling to the land border at Petra-
pole to cross over. Nor can it wash its hands of
her situation once she crosses over. New Delhi
must redouble its diplomatic efforts on improv-
ing bilateral ties while also ensuring Ms. Hasina’s
welfare.




India-Bangladesh

talks postponed

over Hasina rift

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Days after Bangladesh’s de-
posed Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina requested
Dhaka for a new passport
and national identity card,
the fifth India-Bangladesh
consular dialogue sche-
duled for November 17 and
18 has been postponed, a
diplomatic source has
confirmed.

The source indicated
that the postponement of
the dialogue was mainly on
account of growing ten-
sions caused by Ms. Hasi-
na’s announcement that
she will return t6 Bangla-
desh next month.

The planned consular
dialogue would have been
the first-such meeting bet-
ween the two sides in more
than two years. The last
such dialogue was held in
New Delhi on May 29,
2024, just over two months
before the Hasina govern-

ment fell in a youth-led
uprising in Dhaka.

The consular dialogue
was scheduled to be held
in Dhaka at the level of Di-
rectors-General of the Fo-
reign Ministries of both
countries. The planned
agenda included issues of
border management, visa
procedures, and the repa-
triation of citizens de-

Sheikh Hasina

tained on both sides.

Attempts at normalising
the‘India-Bangladesh rela-
tionship in recent months
have been hindered by Ms.
Hasina’s presence in India,
where she took refuge on
August 5, 2024. On Novem-
ber 9 this year, a London-
based legal firm represent-
ing Ms. Hasina wrote to the
High Commission of Ban-
gladesh in New Delhi re-
questing a new passport
and the national ID card.

However, the Acting Fo-
reign Minister of Bangla-
desh, Humayun Kabir, res-
ponded to this
development by telling
journalists that Bangladesh
would not issue a passport
to Ms. Hasina. Instead, he
said, Dhaka would seek
Ms. Hasina’s extradition
under an “acceptable pri-
soner exchange process”,
adding that such a handov-
er would have to be con-
ducted carefully.




Quad summiit likely in Manila next
week on margins of regional meets

PM will attend e 4§ ‘ e Ay eEXPWNED
O - % L — 3
India-Asean, East
Asia summits Summit that wasn’t
Shubhajit Roy

New Delhi, November12

Securitynear the venues for
ASUMMIT of the Quad leaders _ ASEAN summitin Manila. ap

is expected to take place in

Manila next week where Pripte US President Donald
Minister NarendraModiwillbe. Trump, Japanese Prime Min-
attending the ASEAN-India ister Sanae Takaichi and
and East Asia summits. »CONTINUED ON PAGE 2




Quad meet likely in Manila

Australian Prime Minister An-
thony Albanese — the other
leaders in the grouping — are ex-
pected to attend the East Asia
summitand the Quad gathering
is expected to take place on the
sidelines.

The last Quad summit took
place in September 2024 when
then US President Joe Biden
hosted it in his hometown, Wil-
mington in Delaware.

India was supposed to host
thesummitin2025and 2026 but
that did not materialise. While
scheduling of the Quad leaders’
visits have been cited asthe rea-
son, the strained ties between
India and US over tariffs, visa
curbs, deportations and Wash-
ington’s close ties with Pakistan’s
military have come inthe way of
Trump’s visit to India in the last
two vears.

Quad Foreign Ministers haye
met thrice thisyear —in Délhiin
May, Manilain July,andAtlanta
in October when External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar travelled
tothe UScity ferameeting of the
G20 ForeignMinisters.

US Seetetary of State Marco
Rubio hosted the Quad Foreign
Ministers hours after assuming
office in January 2025.

The grouping, which was re-
vived in 2017 under the Trump
administration’s first term to
counter China’s aggressive be-
haviour in the Indo-Pacific re-
gion, has faced challenges in re-
cent years. And Trump’s
outreach and engagement with
China’s President XiJinping has
raised some concerns about the
impact on the grouping. Beijing
has always opposed Quad, cal-
ling ita “small clique” which pro-

motes bloc confrontation and
destabilises regional peace and
stability.

On Thursday, the Ministry
of External Affairs announced
the Prime Minister’s visit: “At
the invitation of Ferdinand R.
Marcos Jr., President of the Re-
public of the Philippines, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will
visit Manila, Philippines, from
November16to17”

During the visit,the PM, the
MEA said, will participate in
the 23rd ASEAN-Indi@Stummit
and the 21st East AsiaSummit,
being hosted by.the Philippines
as the ASEANChair for2026 on
November 12

“ThéwisitcomesasIndiaand
ASEAN-are celebrating 2026 as
the‘/ASEAN-India Year of Mari-
time Cooperation, and will com-
memorate 35 years of Dialogue
Relations and five years of our
Comprehensive Strategic Part-
nership in 2027,” the MEA said.

Secretary (East) Rudrendra
Tandon said the ASEAN-India
Summit will review progress in
theimplementation ofthe Com-
prehensive Strategic Partner-
ship, including the ASEAN-
India Plan of Action 2026-2030,
and chart the future direction of
cooperation.

The East Asia Summit will
provide an opportunity to ex-
change views on matters of re-
gional and global importance

with ASEAN and other partici-
pating countries, he said.

Asked about the Quad sum-
mit and bilateral meetings on
thesidelines, Tandon declined
to confirm, saying meetings are
being worked out and are de-
veloping.




Nvidia CEO Huang resigns as

scandal raises security risks

Associated Press
HONG KONG

In a spectacular downfall
for a vital player in the ar-
tificial intelligence boom,
long-time head of chip-
maker giant Nvidia, Jensen
Huang, resigned as the
company’s CEO on Thurs-
day after his extramarital
affair raised national secur-

ity concerns.

The company named
Colette Kress, executive
vice-president and chief fi-
nancial officer, as its inte-
rim chief executive. The
Board of directors also
named Harvey C. Jones, an
entrepreneur and venture
investor, as its first-ever
chairperson.

Ms. Kress took over the
role as Nvidia’s chieffinan-
cial officer in,2013, over-
seeing the company’s glo-
bal financé operations.
Before that, she worked for
three years at Cisco and
spent 13 years at Microsoft.

In a statement on Thurs-
day, Ms. Kress said that
Nvidia’s “strength has al-

.

Jensen Huang

ways come from its peo-
ple” and that she was
“committed to building on
the extraordinary founda-
tion.Jensen created over
thelast 33 years”.

Shares of Nvidia tum-

ed on Wednesday after re-
ports of another extramar-
ital affair with .an Nvidia
employee who reported to
him.

Nvidia’s Board had gath-
ered, to discuss Mr.
Huang’s future after revela-
tions about his affair with
Alice Huang, a former ex-
ecutive at Singapore-based
Megaspeed International.
The two persons are not
related and details about
Mr. Huang’s affair with the
former Megaspeed execu-
tive are unclear.

Megaspeed faced allega-
tions last year that it was il-
licitly shipping advanced

bled 14% at the opening
bell on Thursday, while the
tech-heavy Nasdaq stock
exchange slid 1.5%.

~ Mr. Huang faced grow-
ing calls to resign after his
affair with a Chinese busi-
nesswoman, who report-

edly was also acting as a

Nvidia computer chips in-

spy for Beijing. China has
denied that it engaged in
any attempt to ensnare Mr.
Huang.

His troubles compound-

to China, but in December
said there was “no evi-
dence” of such exports.

In its first statement
since the scandal broke,
Megaspeed said on Thurs-
day that it takes its obliga-
tion to comply with U.S.
export control laws “ex-
tremely seriously”.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12



Nvidia CEO resigns amid
security concerns

Megaspeed, which prominently touts a partner-
ship with Nvidia on its website, said on Thursday
that it has cooperated with the U.S. Department of
Commerce’s Bureau of Industry and Security
(BIS), which handles enforcement of national se-
curity restrictions on technology exports,-and
was ready to “cooperate fully with any other rele-
vant U.S. government authority”.

“Megaspeed is committed to working construc-
tively and transparently with the U.S. govern-
ment,” said the statement signed by its chairper-
son and CEO, Tan Yong Pong, who also goes by
James Tan.

Nvidia has said it_had “no reason to believe”
that either national sécurity or its secrets were
compromised, but-that its inquiry would examine
all available information.

Last month, the Times reported that U.S. intelli-
gence agencies discovered that Mr. Huang had de-
veloped a close relationship with Alice Huang —
anddetermined that she was feeding information
directly to Beijing. On Sunday, U.S. President Do-
nald Trump announced that the FBI was
investigating.

Nvidia has become a leader in making chips
that power Al, and Mr. Huang has lobbied Wash-
ington to loosen limits on sales of Nvidia chips to
China. In January, he won U.S. President Donald
Trump’s approval to sell its H200 chips to China.




Fearing curbs from US,

Chinese Al firms rush

to access Nvidia chips

Reuters
Beijing, November12

CHINESE Al companies aretry-
ing to rent Nvidia-powered
computing capacity outside
China, worried that the scandal
involving the US chipmaker’s
CEO Jensen Huang could spur

Washington to tighten restric-
tions on their remote use of ad-
vanced processors, three people
familiar with the matter said.

Washington restricts exports
to China of Nvidia’s most ad-
vanced Al chips. But Chinese
companies canaccess such pro-
cessors remotely by renting
computing power at data
centres overseas.

The current move to seClre
rented capacity points tOgrow-
ing concern among Chinese
technology companies that the

gap in US exporteontrols may
now be closed.-Aumajor Chinese
cloud providerhas discussed in-
ternally whethertolockinover-
seas Nvidia chip capacity, while
some companies have con-
tacted data-centre operators
about reserving it, the people
said.

The motherboard ofa Surface
Laptop Ultra containing
Nvidia's new RTX Spark chip

SmallersAl labs are con-
sideringsimilar steps, includ-
ing approaching major pro-
viders of rented computing
power in Southeast Asia, two of
the people said.

The companies fearthe con-
troversy surrounding Huang

said. The House of Represen-
tatives passed thebillin January

by a 369-22 vote, and it awaits
Senateaction.

Singapore says
US not helpful
onMegaspeed
investigation

Singapore: Siggapore’s govern-
ment saidThursday the US had
provided little help in its probe
intoAliee’'Huang, the woman
atitheeenter of a spy plot that
has led to the investigation of
Nvidia’s CEO, Jensen Huang.

Singaporean authorities
held Alice Huang’s passport to
prevent her from leaving the
country from June 2025 until
February over “potential false
declarations” in relation to her
company, Megaspeed, the gov-
ernment said in a statement.

She was ultimately released
with a “stern warning” and
barred from re-entering Singa-
pore. Accordingtothetimeline
in the statement, Singaporean
authorities had been holding
Huang’s passport well after
President Donald Trump was
briefed last fall about her rela-
tionship with Nvidia’s CEO and
the belief that she was a Chi-
nese intelligence asset.

The statement said that it
hadsought information froman
American server maker and
close Nvidia business partner,
Supermicro, but that the com-
pany was uncooperative. NYT



Taiwan ‘Treunification’

must happen, says Xi

Reuters
BEIJING

The tide of history cannot
be stopped, Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping said on
Thursday, as he urged
complete “reunification”
of Taiwan with the mother-
land and pledged to do so

peacefully, making no
mention of the use of
force.

China views democrati-
cally-governed Taiwan as
its own territory, despite
Taipei’s strong rejection of:
that claim, and has repeat-
edly offered a “one coun=
try, two systems” model of
autonomy not supported
by any major Taiwanese
political party.

Resolving.-the Taiwan
question is an “unwavering
historical mission™ of Chi-
na’s Communist Party, Mr.
Xi said in a speech in Beij-

Xi Jinping

ing’sC_Great Hall of the
People.

“The tide of history can-
not be stopped,” Mr. Xi ad-
ded. “The complete reuni-
fication of the motherland
must be realised, and it will
certainly be realised.”

Mr. Xi's comments came
in a speech on the 160th
birthday of revolutionary
hero Sun Yat-sen who
helped lead a 1911 revolt
that ended centuries of
rule by emperors and em-

presses and ushered in the
Republic of China.

Mr.. Xi said China ad-
heresito “peaceful reunifi-
cation and the policy of
‘one country, two sys-
tems’” and 1s willing to talk
to Taiwan while upholding
the “one-China principle”,
or Beijing’s position that
both sides of the Taiwan
Strait are one country.

All Chinese, including
those in Taiwan, should
join hands to jointly op-
pose Taiwan indepen-
dence “separatist” forces
and strive for peaceful de-
velopment of cross-Strait
ties, Mr. Xi added.

Despite Mr. Xi not men-
tioning the use of force,
which China has never re-
nounced for Taiwan, its
military operates around
the island on a daily basis,
and is extending its reach
further into the Pacific.




Is Trump’s ‘no-war, no-peace’ plan

on Iran sustainable in the long term?

NEWS ANALYSIS

Stanly Johny

In September this year,
US. President Donald
‘Trump told the UN General
Assembly that he could

it ran if the con-
flictwas not resolved soon.
In'the following weeks, Mr.
Trump said several times
he would soon take a deci-
sion on whether he should
“destroy” Iran. Media re-

aime at  Mr.
Trump could opt for a
short but intense war

against Iran, targeting the
country’s critical infras-
tructure once the Novem-
ber 3 U.S. midterm elec-
tions were over.

nyahu, who lost his go-
verning majority in the Oc-
tober 27 elections, was
pushing Mr. Trump to res-

Donald Trump appears to have stepped back from the immediate
prospect of restarting the war with Iran after the midterms. Arp

Why did Mr. Trump re-
treat again? To understand
this, one has to first look at
the options he had. Mr.
Trump had three broad
options and he had de-
ferred a decision until after
the midterm elections.

Three options

First, resume strikes on
Iran. Supporters of _this
plan argued that Iran was

ume air strikes. Pentagon
chief Pete Hegseth and
CENTCOM Commander
Admiral Brad Cooper were
reportedly in favour of re-
newed strikes.

After the midterms — in
which the Republicans suf-

already battling-a serious
ECOTIOIIIC Crisis due to the

on the war on Iran, also
put pressure on Mr.Trump
against restarting the war.

~The second option was

to strike a-deal with Iran.

Trump appears to have
chosen, for now. The logic
‘behind this policy is to
maintain the naval block-
ade and sanctions on Iran,
hoping that economic
pressure would force Teh-
ran to offer concessions in
“the near future.

But what would the
Trump@dministration do if
Iran did not buckle under

pressure?

Two possibilities

Sustaining the blockade for
the long term is challeng-
ing for the U.S. It has de-
ployed up to 28 warships
and is spending more than
$32 million a day to enforce

‘However, Iran’s stance has

the blockade and protect a

only hardened over the

me—n%mmmmte
the military and economic

transit route out of the
Strait of Hormuz. Still, the
Strait 1s not fully open or

pressure the U.S. has
mounted on the Islamic
Republic. For any deal to
be worked out, Iran, ac-
cording to state media, has
made seven demands: end

blockade and  another
round of strikes targeting
the country’s critical in-
frastructure could force

hostilities on all fronts; lift
U.S. economic and trade
sanctions; release frozen
Iranian assets; lift U.S. na-

Tehran to surrender its nu-
clear programme. But this

fered a crushing defeat —
Mr. Trump appears to have
stepped back from the im-
mediate prospect of res-
tarting the war;

~On November 10, he
wrote in a social media
post that the U.S. would
hold off on fire for now and
Kkeep the naval blockade on

iS-also a risKy plan because
Iran will counter-escalate

by striking the critical in-

frastructure, including

val blockade; pay compen-
sation for war damage; re-
duce/withdraw U.S.
military presence in the re-

Safe. ITn October alone,
there were at least 36 at-
tacks on vessels in the
“Strait. [ranian officials,
from Supreme Leader Moj-
taba Khamenei to Speaker
M.B. Ghalibaf, have said
that they would break the
‘no-war, no-peace’
stalemate.

Now, the U.S. has two
options. It can walk away,
declaré victory and ease
the blockade. But this

gion; and end threats, in-
sults, and interference in

could leave the Strait of
Hormuz under Iran’s con-

energy facilities and under-
seq Imternet cables, in the
Persian Gulf region. In the
run-up to the midterms, oil
prices were already high
(above $100 a barrel). Sau-

Iran in place. Meanwhile,

di Arabia was at war with

diplomatic efforts under
the mediation of Qatar
would continue. Vice-Pre-
sident J.D. Vance, who had
sent a letter to Iran’s Secur-
ity Council chief Mohsen
Rezaei last month seeking
to revive direct talks, is
considering a face-to-face
meeting with him in the
coming weeks, according
to U.S. media reports.

Yemen’s Houthis. And all
Gulf economies except
Oman were projected con-
tract in 2026, according to
the IMF. The resumption of
an all-out war would wea-
ken these economies furth-
er and add to the global in-
flationary pressures. The
electoral setback for the
KRepublicans in the U.S.,
which Mr. Vance blamed

internal matters. If the U.S.
“meets these conditions,
Iran would reopen the
Strait of Hormuz and then
nuclear talks could be
started. So, Iran was fook-
ing for another version of
the Islamabad MoU, which
was signed in June and col-
lapsed within weeks.

The third option was to
maintain the uneasy stale-
mate: keep the naval block-
ade and economic pres-
sure in place, avoid a
full-scale resumption of

the war, but not agree to
Iran’s demands to restart
talks. And that’s what Mr.

trol and strengthen the
country’s strategic position
in the Persian Gulf. Alter-
mnatively, 1f Washington
keeps the costly blockade
in place in the hope of ex-
tracting concessions from
Tehran, Iran could Taunch
strikes to break the status
quo;_potentially dragging
the U.S. back into active
fighting:

Despite Mr. Trump’s de-
cision to hold off on furth-
er strikes, he remains
neck-deep in the war he
launched alongside Mr. Ne-
tanyahu on February 28,
2026.




No compromise with Ukraine, Putin

indicates to U.S. envoys during talks

The Russian President proposes a short-term ceasefire in key frontline city in Donetsk; he also rules out agreeing to foreign
troops being stationed in Ukraine; Kushner, Witkoff urge Putin to include European representatives in next round of talks

Agence France-Presse
MOSCOW

ladimir Putin indi-
‘/ cated on Thursday
that Russia will not

would be a “continuation
of war”.
er
ter two days of talks in Abu
‘Dhabi searching for a way

compromise on 1ts har-

fo'end Europe’s worst con-

dline demands to end the
Ukraine offensive, but of-
féred a short-term cease-
akey frontline city in
ponetsk during a Kremlin
meeting with U.S. envoys.
“The Russian President
said he would not water
dowiThis territorial de-
mands to control parts of
UKraine that Russia claims
toiTave annexed, and ruled
oUr agreemg to foreign
peacekeeping troops being
stationed in Ukraine — a
denlavment that he <aid

flict_since the Second
World War.

Mr. Putin’s comments
appeared to douse hopes
that a deal to end the war
could be within grasp, after
Ukrainian President.Volo-
dymyr_Zelenskyy__ said
there was a “window of op-
portunity” to achieve “a
result” before 2027.

The Americans, mean-
while, urged Mr. Putin to

allow European represen-
tatives to sit at the table for
fhe nevt rannd of talke

Vladimir Putin speaks to U.S. envoys Steve Witkoff and Jared
Kushner at the Senate Palace of the Kremlin on Thursday. Ap

Moscow has successful-
ly managed to reframe the

discussions on the war as

leaders have urged against
anew “Yalta” — a reference

part of a wider discussion

about European security.
nt Kviv and Furanean

to the post-Second World

“War deal to carve the conti-
nent into spheres of in-
fluence — and <aid talke

must be focused on ending
the Ukraine war first.

Mr. Kushner and Mr.
Witkoff will travel to Du-
blin, where a European
summit is taking place, to
meet Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy later
on Thursday.

‘No grey zones’
Usually held behind closed
doors, the Kremlin chose
to televise a lengthy open-
ing exchange between Mr.
Putin and the U.S. envoys.
The Russian leader also
rejected talk of a possible
territorial settlement in-
volving “grey” — or demili-
tarised — zones between
Ukrainian and Russian
nongitinne



Russian fossil fuel imports

touch record €6.4 bnin Oct

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, November12

INDIA'S FOSSIL fuel imports
from Russia hita record high of
6.4 billion euros in October,
Thelping Moscow generate the
most revenue from its fossil fuel
sales in nearly four years amid
elevated energy prices globally
dueto West Asia war, said an
analysis by European think
tank Centre for Research on
Energy and Clean Air (CREA).

China, the biggest buyer of
Russian energy, also made its
highest monthly purchase of
Russian fossil fuels since Janu-
ary 2022 in October.

India is the second-largest
buyer of Russian hydrocar-
bons, primarily crude oil, and
Moscow has been New Delhi’s
largest source of crude for
about four years now.

“India was the second-lar-
gest buyer of Russian fossil
fuels in October 2026, impor-
ting a total of EUR 6.4 billion of
Russian hydrocarbons,itshigh-
est monthly total in data going
backto January 2022. Crude oil
constituted9i% of India’s pur-
chases, totalling EUR 5.8 bil-
lion. Coal (EUR 333 million)
and oil products (EUR 232 mil-
lion) constituted the remainder
of its monthly Russian im-
ports,” CREA said on Thursday.

India’s oil imports from Rus-
sia took off after the Ukraine
war broke out.

— With much of the West
shunning Russian crude fol-
lowing its February 2022 in-
vasion of Ukraine, Moscow

* Who bought Russia’s fossil fuelsin Oct 2026
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began offering discounts on its
oilto willing buyers.
— Indian refinerg'were quick
to avail the oppertanity, lead-
ing to Russia#-earlier a periph-
eral supplier of oil to India —
emergifngas the country’s big-
gestgoureé of crude, displacing
traditional West Asian sup-
pliess. India’s imports of Rus-
sian crude rose 10% sequentially
in October, as perthe think tank.
“Russian crude importsrose
at all three of India’s largest im-
porting refineries: Vadinar (up
12% month-on-month), Jamna-
gar (up 22%), and Paradip (up
28%). This increase has once
again made the Jamnagar re-
finery the biggest importer of
seaborne Russian crude,” itsaid.
Vadinar refinery belongs to
Nayara Energy, whichis co-pro-
moted by Russia’s Rosneft, while
the Jamnagar refineryisowned
by Reliance Industries. Paradip
refinery belongs to Indian Oil
Corporation. “In October 2026,
China remained the world’s lar-
gest importer of Russian fossil
fuels, and both China (EUR 10.7

billion) and India (EUR 64 bil-
lion) made their highest
monthly purchases in data
goingbacktoJanuary2022. The
EU (European Union) remained
the third-largestimporter, ahead
of Turkiye,” the think tank said.

Therise inrevenues for Rus-
sia outpaced growth in its
hydrocarbon export volumes,
primarily due to elevated
energy prices due to geopoliti-
cal conflicts — the West Asia
war and Russia-Ukraine war.

In October, the average
price of Russia’s flagship crude
Urals rose by 13% month-on-
month to $101.7 per barrel, the
highest monthly average since
at [east October 2021.

The energy crisis due to the
West Asia war has delivered a
substantial boost to Russia’s fos-
sil fuel export earnings. CREA
estimates thatin the sixmonths
since the US-Israel strikes on
Iran began, higher oil and gas
prices have increased Russia’s
seaborne export revenues by
w. FULL REPORT ON

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM




