Terrorists fire at jawans in J&K

Three CRPF personnel injured in attack from close range at a Kulgam checkpoint; one in critical condition; condemning the
attack as a ‘cowardly act’, Lieutenant-Governor says security forces have been given ‘free hand' to crack down on terrorists

Peerz hi M\\
SRINAGAR On hi gh Security has been heightened in south Kashmir after the terrorist attack (\— X
which came on the same day J&K Lieutenant-Governor Manoj Sinha "\7 wﬁ’ A
a lert was scheduled to attend a function in Kulgam district = /
C /
Ao % "' : The CRPF jawans \ S"ﬂg ! )‘(‘
were manning a street in ® S
" Kulgam district, about { Klllllllll {
75 km from Srinagar, WS Sl {
when the attack took /\q A N a4
place around 2.15 p.m.

® The injured were identified as Head
Constable Somveer Singh from Madhya
Pradesh, Constable Rakesh Dass

from Assam, and Constable Santosh
Chandru from West Bengal

® |njured CRPF Personnel
were from the 46 Battalion

= Search on for clues to
track the attackers

= Agencies looking into ® One jawan airlifted to Srinagar’s
how terrorists hed Badamibagh Army Hospital for
the attack spot specialised treatment of critical injury

The area has witnessed multiple terror incidents recently, including
the killing of two migrant labourers in Kulgam and the shooting of a

Rapid response: Securitypersonnel stationed near the CRPF
checkpoint in Kulgam after the terrorist attack on the jawans
on Wednesday. ANI

cials said.
Officials said security
agencies were investigating

police constable in neighbouring Anantnag, both in July this year

whether the terrorists
came on a motorcycle or in
any other vehicle to the at-
tack spot. The area sur-
rounding the attack site is
being searched for clues to
track the attackers.

Security was further
heightened in south Kash=
mir after the attack.

as constable Ra-
kesh Dass, a resident of As-

1dentr

sam; constable Santosh
Chandru, a resident of
West Bengal; and head
constable Somveer Singh,

a resident of Madhya Pra-
desh. They were shifted to
a hospital in nearby Anant-
nag district.

Officials said one of the
critically injured was then
airlifted to Srinagar’s Bada-
mibagh Army Hospital for
specialised treatment.

Mr. Sinha, who visited

the injured jawan in Srina-
gar, condemned the attack
and said it was a cowardly
act of terror.

Security review

He assured the people that
those responsible will be
hunted down and brought
to justice. The security

forces have been given a
free hand to crack down on
terrorists, he said. Mr. Sin-
ha reviewed the security
situation with senior offi-

cials at Lok Bhavan,
Srinagar.
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Protests in Ladakh
barred ahead of polls

Peerzada Ashiq
SRINAGAR

The order llthe CEO of

the Union Territory said
the restrictions will remain
in force until the comple-
tion of the election process
for the municipal commit-
tees of Leh and Kargil this
o The Model Code
requires maintenance of
an atmosphere conducive
to free, fair and peaceful

elections, and no activity
should be permitted which

may create intimidation,
fear or undue influence
among electors,” said the
order.

It said organising politi-
cal dharnas, protests, de-
monstrations, . sit-ins, ral-
lies, or similar collective
activities during this pe-
riod would have the poten-
tial to intimidate voters,
disturb public order, and
vitiate the atmosphere for
free and fair elections.

It directed all political
parties, candidates, and
their agents to strictly adh-
ere to the provisions of the
Model Code of Conduct
and ensure no activity is
undertaken that may inti-
midate, coerce, or unduly
influence electors.

The District Election Of-
ficers, or Deputy Commis-
sioners, of Leh and Kargil
and the Superintendents
of Police of the districts
were directed “to ensure
strict compliance of the
order”.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10



Protests in Ladakh
barred ahead of polls

“Any violation will be dealt with firmly in accor-
dance with law, including proceedings under rele-
vant provisions and the Model Code of Conduct,”

it added.

Call for agitation

Members of the LAB, including co-chairman
Tsering Dorjey Lakrook and activist Sonam Wang-
chuk, on Wednesday made a video appeal to Presi-
dent Droupadi-Murmu, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Unien'Home Minister Amit Shah, and Lead-
er of Opposition Rahul Gandhi “to intervene be-
fore people of Ladakh are forced to start peaceful
but intense agitations to demonstrate our pain”.

“While the judicial inquiry commission report
on the September 24 [2025] incidents in Leh
moves at a snail’s pace even after a year of the in-
cident, and the talks on restoration of democracy
have broken down, the U.T. administration is mov-
ing at rocket speed to conduct some kind of coun-
cil elections here, apparently to have people of
their choice installed to negotiate on democracy
and safeguards here,” said Mr. Wangchuk.



‘Postpone elections’

>
.
L]

AUCHORRESEEIEEHonsy” said Mr. Wangchuk.
Ladakh MP Haji Haneefa also opposed holding

the elections at the given time, citing harsh winter
conditions, seasonal migration, and inadequate
time for revision of electoral rolls.



Karnataka files plea against
quashing of SC/ST quota hike

The Special Leave Petition challenges the HC decision, which ruled that the enhancement of

reservation for SCs to 17% and STs to 7% breached the 50% cap imposed by the top court in 1992

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Quota row

Karnataka has filed a plea in the Supreme Court challenging
the HC decision to quash the increase inSC/ST reservation

= The increase in the quota to 17%ffor SCs
and 7% for STs was introducedthrough

the Karnataka SC and ST Act; 2022

"

= The High Court struckdown the
enhancement as it took the total
reservation in the State'to 56%

= The CMO said thegovernment would
urge the Centre toinclude the legislation

in the Constitution’s 9th Schedule

Castes and Scheduled
Tribes (Reservation of
Seats in Educational Insti-
tutions and of Appoint-
ments or Posts in the Ser-
vices under the State) Act,
2022, following a recom-
mendation by a commis-
sion headed by retired
judge H.N. Nagamohan

Das. The High Court held
the legislation as ultra vires
and struck down Sections
3 and 4 of the Act.

A note from the Chief
Minister’s Office on Wed-
nesday said that the Con-
gress government would
continue to pursue the
matter with the Centre to
have the legislation includ-
ed in the 9th Schedule of
the Constitution.




Adityanath dismisses
pollution concerns in
U.P. after Deepavali

Mavank Kumar
LUCKNOW

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter Yogi Adityanath on
Wednesday defended the
bursting of firecrackers
during Deepavali, saying
people should be allowed
to celebrate the festival
without restrictions, even
as several locations conti-
nued to record high air
quality index (AQI) levels,
according to the Central
Pollution Control Board
(CPCB).

Speaking at a govern-
ment programme in Luck-
now where appointment
letters were distributed to
junior assistants selected
for various departments;
Mr. Adityanath dismissed
concerns over pollution
caused by firecrackers, ar-
guing that it could be ad-
dressed while accusing
critics of .overlooking pol-
lution caused by graft.

“Nobody says anything
to those who polluted the
entire system with their
corrupt misdeeds. But if
the public bursts crackers
for one day, it creates pol-

When someone celebrates
a festival, people speak up
about pollution, but not
when someone does
anything wrong,” he said.
Mr. Adityanath reiterat-

Vo'

CM Yogi Adityanath

ed that the BJP government
in the State had decided
against imposing:any un-
necessary restrictions on
Deepavali celebrations.

“On the occasion of
Dhan , markets across
the te were bustling

activity. You may have

o witnessed the grand
Deepavali festival in Ayod-
hya. People across the
State celebrated Deepavali
with great enthusiasm and
pomp. We had already
made it clear that no unne-
cessary restrictions would
be imposed on the celebra-
tions in the State,” he said.

Pollution levels
The CPCB’s 24-hour aver-
age readings at 4 p.m. on
Wednesday showed that
Khurja recorded the high-
est AQI at 299, followed by
Ghaziabad (297), Noida
(291), Khoda (287), Bagh-
pat (285), Bulandshahr
(273), Meerut (270) and
Modinagar (265) — all in
western Uttar Pradesh.
Other locations with re-
latively high readings in-
cluded Anpara (271), Grea-
ter Noida (257), Fatehpur
Sikri (253), Hapur (216) and
Muzaffarnagar (210). The
lowest reading of 67 was
recorded in Jhansi.



Defence Ministry
seals I498-crore
INS Betwa refit deal

Press Trust of India with Cochin Shipyard Li-

NEW DELHI mited for the normal refit

- e

Naval Ship, Betwa,” an offi-
The refit will also in-

cial statementsaid.
The Ministry said the
clude the upgrading of its
combat capabilities

project will further streng-
then indigenous capabili-
through the installation of
a modern weapon suite

ties in the ship repair and
maintenance ecosystem,

aimed at enhancing the

ship's operational effec-

particularly in undertaking

complex propulsion sys-
tem transformation and
modernisation of naval
platforms.

“The project is expected
to involve more than 50
MSMEs and generate sig-
nificant employment op-
portunities across the In-
dian  shipbuilding &
ancilla industries,” it




Climate crisis is
outrunning us, UN
chief warns COP31

Reuters
ANTALYA

His cominents set the
tone for<two days of rapid-
fire speeches by world
leaders at the UN confe-
rence on Turkiye’s Medi-
terranean coast. The sum-
mit opened on Monday.

“The brutal truth is that
the climate crisis is outrun-
ning us. This is the path to
mutually assured destruc-

Antonio Guterres

»

tion,” Mr. Guterres said,

pointing to rising emis-
sions, global temperatures
and worsening climate-dri-
ven disasters.




World leaders urge strongerand
faster action at UN climatetalks

Associated Press
Antalya, November 11

“You might as well bomb
us. That might have been easier
than watching climate change
tear apart our homes piece\by
piece,” said Surangel Whipps
Jr., president of the island na-
tion of Palau.

“We are at war with a crisis

we did not create. A war no
peace treaty can end, only ur+
gentaction can.”

The annual summit follows
a year of deadly floods,héat
waves and other(disasters.
Leaders said geopolitical con-
flicts had diverted attention

“We know the truth. Now
we must act on it because cli-
mateactionismorethanafight
over a number or a thermom-
eter,” U.N. Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres said in an
opening speech.
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The museum will be developed through the adaptive reuse of the
historic North and South Block buildings. FiLe

RS 3,230-crore Yuge
Yugeen museum with
world’s largest display
area gets Cabinet nod

DivyaA
New Delhi, November 11

The content and collection

analysis for the museum is
underway, and around 1.8 mil-
lion objects have been ident-
ified from the existing National
Museum and other Ministry of
Culture museums, 52 ASI site
museums, and various other
state museums and private col-
lections. Other galleries are
being developed on themes
such as ‘Architecture and City-
scapes’, ‘Mathematics and As-
tronomy’, ‘Languages and
Scripts’, ‘Faith and Spirituality’,
and ‘Bharat Connects — Trade
and Ideas’, among others.

The Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs, chaired by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
onWednesday approved the de-
velopment of the museum after
it was appraised by the Public

Investment Board(PIB) in July.

As reported by The Indian
Express, LosyAngeles-based
architect and designer Kulapat
Yantrasast has been signed up
by the Ministry of Culture as
principal architect for the mu-
seum after a public tender last
year. The museum will be devel-
oped through the adaptive reuse
of the historic North and South
Block buildings, spread over1.78
lakh square metres, preserving
their architectural character
and heritage significance while
transformingthemintoa public
cultural institution.

Benchmarked against major
international museums, Yuge
Yugeen Bharat Museum will
have the largest display area in
the world, said a statement by
the Culture Ministry on Wed-
nesday. The museum will pres-
entIndia’s civilisational journey
through curated thematic gal-
leries, exhibitions and interpre-
tation of its diverse cultural
traditions, knowledge systems,
artistic practices and heritage.

The project encompasses
collection storage and conserva-
tion facilities, visitor amenities
and associated infrastructure.
The estimated project cost is
based on detailed architectural
and exhibition design, engin-
eering, and museum planning
requirements, including techni-
cal assessments undertaken by
the concerned agencies. It is
being equipped to handle over
one crore visitors a year.



Chinese university
bought Nvidia H200
chips despite US ban

Eduardo Baptista
Beijing, November 11

The chips were purchased
for its management school
from Shaanxi Bosuan Network
Technology rather than di-
. rectly from Nvidia, the record

China’sWang i
talks to Rubio

China's Foreign Minister Wang
Yion Wednesday held “positive
and constructiye*call with US
Secretary of State Marco Rubio,
state news agency Xinhua re-
ported, with Beijing expressing
willingness to strengthen com-
munication and cooperation
with Washington.

The talks come roughly a
week ahead of the APEC Econ-
omic Leaders' Meeting in
China'sShenzhen where Presi-
dents Xi Jinping and Donald
Trump are expected to meet.

shows.

The Polytechnical also
bought access this yearto H200
chips and other powerful Nvi-
dia Al processors through five
contracts for rented computing
capacity from Chinese com-
panies, procurement records

show. REUTERS



‘Tran won't allow enriched
uranium to leave country’

Reuters
DUBAI

I. Rezael was speaking
to Lebanon’s pro-Iranian
Al Mayadeen TV after U.S.
officials downplayed the
need for additional mili-
tary action against Iran,
with analysts noting" U.S.
President Donald Trump’s
more conciliatory tone
since the Republicans’ de-
feat in the November 3
midterm elections.

Mr. Rezaei has said
there are currently no ne-
gotiations taking place bet-

Mohsen Rezaei

ween Tehran
Washington.

and

Israel, the United States
and other Western coun-
tries have long accused
Iran of seeking nuclear
weapons. Iran denies the
accusation.

Washington has said nu-
clear issues must be part of
any initial negotiations
with Iran aimed at ending
the war between the two
countries.



SECRETARY OF WAR DEFENDS HIS RECORD AT RARE PENTAGON BRIEFING

US House rejects Hegseth
impeachment resolution

Trump celebrates
vote result: ‘Effort
failed miserably’

Phil Stewart
& Patricia Zengerle
Washington, November 11

THE US House of Represen-
tatives blocked an effort on
Tuesday to impeach Secretary
of war Pete Hegseth, winning a
reprieve for the polarizing Pen-
tagon chief before Democrats
take control of Congress next
year and possibly try again.

The vote on a procedural
motion came just hours after
Hegseth blasted efforts to im-
peach him as a farce and de-
livered a defiant defence of his
record at the helm of the US
military, winning praise from
President Donald Trump.

The chamber voted 211 to
204 in favour of amotion to
refer eight articles of impeach-
ment to the Republican-led
House Judiciary Commiittee, a
move that the sponsor of the
impeachmentpush, USRepre-
sentative Thomas Massie,
warned would kill it.

A protestor holds a placard reading ‘Arrest Hegseth’ near the US
Capitolin Washington on Wednesday. reuters

Massie, an outgoing Ken-
tucky Republican, had hoped to
draw votes from Republicans
upset with Hegseth'’s policies
and wary of the unpopularity of
the Iran war, but no other Re-
publicans joined him. Demo-
crats had voiced strong support
for the impeachment effort. But
11 Democrats, including former
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi of
California, did not vote.

If eight of them had, the
procedural measure would
have been defeated, paving the
way for a full House impeach-
ment vote. Pelosi's office did
not immediately respond to a
request for comment on why
she missed the vote.

Trump cheered the results
in a social media post, saying
the effort to impeach Hegseth
"has miserably FAILED!"

In asign that the impeach-
ment episode may have drawn
Trump and Hegseth closer to-
gether, Trump added that Heg-
seth’s performance on Iran,
Venezuelaand other issues “led
to the EXONERATION of a
Great American Patriot.”

Hegseth would have been
the first US defence secretary to
be impeached. The last time
any civilian leader of the US
military wasimpeached wasin
1876, when William Belknap
held thetitle “secretary of war.”

Hegseth calls himself secre-
tary of war, part of his effort to
rebrand a military he said was
too weak and “woke” when he
took office last year. Trump
cannot change the name of the
Defence Department without
approval from Congress.

Voter anger over the Iran
war, which has settled into an
effective stalemate focused on
securing the Strait of Hormuz,
helped Democrats win control
of Congress in last week's mid-
term elections.

“History will judge the Iran
war quite differently than the
conventional wisdom right
now,” Hegseth said on Tuesday
at his first Pentagon briefing in
six months. REUTERS



Russia, Ukraine agree to exchange
prisoners as peace talks conclude

The two sides remain far apart on central issues needed for a peace settlement; US. envoys to travel to Moscow to meet

Putin and to Dublin to meet Zelenskyy; key hurdles for negotiators include postwar security guarantees for both countries

Associated Press

Russia and Ukraine have
from time to time swapped
POWs but have remained

ABU DHABI RACE Tlﬂ

U.S. envoy Jared Kushner speaks at a briefing during U.S.-mediated
talks between:Russia and Ukraine, in Abu Dhabi on Wednesday. AP

far apart in their demands
for ‘accepting a peace
settlement.

fate of Russian-occupied
Ukrainian territory and
what role European coun-
tries will play in an even-
tual settlement.

The talks lasted just un-
der two hours on Wednes-
day, after a four-hour ses-
sion the previous day.

“One of the positives is

we agreed that we’re going

to have the biggest human-
itarian release of prison-
ers, which we’re going to fi-
nalise  the  numbers

tomorrow,” said Jared
Kushner, U.S. President
Donald Trump’s son-in-
law, after the talks in Abu
Dhabi ended.

Vladimir Medinsky, the
head of the Russian delega-
tion, and Rustem Umerov,
who led Kyiv’s contingent,
confirmed the planned
POW exchange, although
Mr. Medinsky noted that
the agreement was “in
principle”.




