Restoring combat strength
among priorities: IAF chief

Air Chief Marshal Ashutosh Dixit lays stress on vigilance and operational readiness, self-reliance,

strategy, and unity of effort across the tri-services; highlights importance of Air Force personnel

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

Air Chief Marshal Dixit
received a ceremonial
guard of honour at the pa-
rade ground of the Air
Force Station before for-
mally assuming command
of the force.

Emphasising the need
for operational prepared-
ness amid an evolving se-
curity environment, he
said the character of war-
fare is being reshaped by
emerging technologies and
systems, including drones,
long-range precision wea-
pons, space, cyber, artifi-
cial intelligence, and the
electromagnetic spectrum.

“The Air Force, while
transforming into the force
that India will need in the

Air Chief Marshal Ashutosh Dixit during the guard of honour

ceremony at the Air Force Stationin New Delhi on Sunday. AN

next decade, must always
be ready to fight and win,”
he said.

‘VAYU’ framework
Under the “VAYU” frame-
work, “V” stands for vigi-
lance and readiness. The
Air chief stressed that ev-
ery squadron, radar, air
defence unit and Air War-
rior must be prepared to
respond at a moment’s
notice. Restoring the IAF’s
combat strength to its
sanctioned level would al-
so be among his foremost
priorities.

“A” stands for aatma-
nirbharta (self-reliance),
with indigenous Tejas
MKkIA and Mk2, Advanced
Medium Combat Aircraft
(AMCA), Indian sensors

and weapons systems
identified as key priorities.
He said the force would fo-
cus on fighting with Indian
solutions and ensuring
adequate numbers to meet
operational requirements.

“Y” represents Yukti
(strategy) or ingenuity,
with an emphasis on inno-
vation in doctrine, proce-
dures and technology, in-
cluding networked and
Al-enabled command and
control systems, layered
counter-drone  defence,
responsive maintenance,
force protection and the
use of near-space as an op-
erational domain.

“U” stands for unity of
effort, underscoring the
importance of joint plan-
ning and operations with

the Army, Navy and nation-
al~agencies. He said air
power delivers the greatest
impact when integrated
from the initial planning
stage.

IAF’s motto

Highlighting the impor-
tance of personnel, Air
Chief Marshal Dixit said the
training, professional ex-
cellence, morale, safety,
welfare and dignity of Air
Warriors, Agniveervayu, ci-
vilian employees, veterans,
Veer Naris and their fami-
lies would receive his per-
sonal attention.

Referring to Operation
Sindoor, he acknowledged
the leadership of his prede-
cessor, Air Chief Marshal
A.P. Singh, under whom
the IAF had demonstrated
what precise and decisive
air power could achieve.
He also thanked him for
handing over a force in a
high state of operational
readiness.

Reassuring the country
of the IAF’s preparedness,
he said the force remains
vigilant, ready and reso-
lute, and will continue to
transform itself to deliver
whenever the nation calls.
“Nabha Sparsham Deep-
tam,” (touch the sky with
glory) he said, reiterating
the IAF’s motto.



GST mop-up surges

23% to %2.31 lakh cr.

on festive demand

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

October is the second
consecutive month when
monthly gross GST crossed
%2 lakh crore, and second
only to the record of about

32.43 lakh crore mop-up in

The %2.31 lakh crore col-
lection includes Central
GST mop-up of 42,935
crore, State GST of %51,340
crore and Integrated GST
of over %1.37 lakh crore, da-
ta showed. GST refunds in-
creased 6.5% year-on-year
to 327,934 crore in Octob-
er. After adjusting for re-
funds, net GST collections
rose 26% to over 32.03 lakh
crore in October.

October is the 'second straight
month when'monthly gross
GST crossed %2 lakh crore.

Net collections rose 13% to
over %12.69 lakh crore.

Manoj Mishra, Grant
Thornton Bharat, Partner
and Tax Controversy Man-
agement Leader, said Oc-
tober collections capture
the festive-season demand
cycle, which typically
brings higher consumer
spending, retail activity
and movement of goods
across sectors.

“The focus now should
be on sustaining domestic
revenue growth and ensur-
ing that the benefits of GST
2.0 translate into stronger
compliance, smoother in-
put tax credit flows and
faster refunds for business-
es,” Mr. Mishra said.

EY India Tax Partner,
Saurabh Agarwal, said the
GST collections reflect the
continued resilience of the
Indian economy despite
global headwinds.



Navy to launch ¥80,000-cr. warship project

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

The Defence Acquisition
Council (DAC), chaired by
Defence Minister Rajnath

the complexity and scale
of the programme.

A senior Defence Minis-
try official confirmed the
development. The pro-
posed programme, esti-
mated to cost around
%80,000 crore, aims to de-

velop a new generation of

stealth-guided missile des-
troyers equipped with ad-
vanced weapons, sensors,
and technologies, the offi-
cial said.

The _ évolving security
environment. has under-
scored. the need for India
to strengthen its surface
combat fleet and maintain
a credible maritime deter-

The next-generation destroyers are expected to substantially
enhance multi-domain combat capabilities. REUTERS

rence  across the Indian
Ocean Region.

Futuristic capabilities
Several existing destroyers
of the Indian Navy are due
for decommissioning in
coming years, making the
induction of advanced
frontline surface comba-
tants essential to maintain-
ing the fleet’s operational
strength, the official ad-
ded.
The

futuristic  des-

troyers, to be designed by
the Navy’s Warship Design
Bureau, are expected to
feature significantly more
advanced systems than the
Visakhapatnam-class des-
troyers.

These warships are like-
ly to have enhanced fire-
power, sophisticated sur-
veillance Sensors,
improved air defence sys-
tems, and advanced anti-
submarine warfare capa-
bilities, providing the Navy

with greater operational
flexibility against emerging
maritime threats.

are equipped with an array
of advanced weapon sys-
tems, including BrahMos
supersonic cruise missiles,
surface-to-air missiles, na-
val guns, close-in weapon
systems, and anti-subma-



Bhutan builds 108 stupas in 9 hours,
dedicates Chorten no. 76 to Modi

Rahul Karmakar
GELEPHU (BHUTAN)

Spiritual City

About 240 km south-
southeast of Bhutan’s capi-
tal, Thimphu, “Gelephu
borders Assam’s Chirang
district. King Wangchuk
envisions the city as a spir-

-~

Bhutan dedicated Chortén.no. 76 to Prime Minister Narendra Modi

for India’s support tothe:Gelephu project. RAHUL KARMAKAR

ituality-driven global eco-
nomic hub:

The King, other mem-
bers of the royal family, top
officials and foreign digni-
taries faced Chorten Num-
ber 79 from the ceremonial
ground as thousands of pe-
ople around chanted a six-
syllable Tibetan Buddhist
mantra a billion times
while the volunteers com-
pleted the mission bet-
ween 3 a.m. and noon.

About two hours later, the
focus shifted to Chorten
Number 76, which the King
dedicated to Mr. Modi “as
an enduring symbol” of his
“profound appreciation”
for the latter’s “unwaver-
ing commitment and In-
dia’s steadfast support for
the realisation” of GMC.
Bhutanese officials said the
number was chosen be-
cause Mr. Modi turned 76
more than a month ago.

Parliamentary Affairs Mi-
nister Kiren Rijiju, who re-
presented India for ‘Pro-
ject 108, thanked the King.
“This remarkable miles-
tone is an enduring symbol
of the deep spiritual and ci-
vilisational bonds between
our two nations,” he said,
congratulating Bhutan on
the achievement.

Collective spirit

Addressing the people
after the completion of
Project 108, King Wang-
chuk said: “People from ev-
ery walk of life and every
generation came together
to make this possible,”
stressing the Bhutanese
collective spirit and ability
to achieve “anything
impossible”.



Indians remit $20 billion
abroad in 8 months of 2026

Resident Indians remitted
approximately $20.09 billion
abroad during January-August
2026, compared with an esti-
mated $19.08 billion in the cor-
responding period of 2025.The
increase of approximately$1,
billion, or 5.26%, highlightSthe
growing appetite among In-
dian residents (for, sending
money overseas; even as the
country continues to grapple
with forex requirements.

Significantly, reports that
RBI suggested considering
curbs on remittancesto contain
forex outflows under LRS sho-
uld be treated as a serious warn-
ing rather than dismissed as
routine regulatory speculation,
analysts say.

The figures show an in-

creasing transfer of financial re-
sources from Indiato the rest of
the world.

The most striking feature is
the dominance-of overseas
travel. Remittances under this
category totalled $10.96 billion
during January-August 2026,
making.it the largest compo-
nentof LRS outflows. The cor-
responding figure for same
period last year was $10.67 bil-
lion. Travel remittances stood
at $1.658 billion in April 2026,
and were at $1.63 billion in Au-
gust 2026, RBI data shows.

AsperRBI data,remittances
for education-related travel, in-
cluding fees and hostel ex-
penses, nearly doubled from
$450.16 million in March to
$855.52 millionin August. Other
travel remittances, including
holiday trips and payments to-
wards international credit card
transactions, rose from $623.05
million in March to $713.80 mil-
lionin August. ENS



ADITYA GOWDARA SHIVAMURTHY

MALDIVIAN PRESIDENT Mohamed
Muizzu made a three-day state visit to Pak-
istan last month. Both countries signed 20
MoUs “to strengthen their relations in vari-
ousfields”, includingsocio-economic devel-
opmentsectors, cybersecurity, drug traffick-
ing, and defence and maritime security.
They aim to increase trade from $13 million
t0 $200 million in the next two years. The
visitunderscores Muizzu's interest indiver-
sifying ties beyond India. This, however,
riskscor isingIndia’slong- ur-
ity and strategic interests.

Why Delhi mustnt takeits eyesoff Pakistan-Ma

Geography and religion have largely
shaped Maldives-Pakistan relations. Despite
astronger bond with India, the Maldives
has, in principle, practiced neutrality and
advocated for regional integration and
peace between New Delhi and Islamabad.
Pakistan has also assisted the country with
medical and religious education and even
supported the construction of the parlia-
mentbuilding. Engagements with Pakistan
have increased under Muizzu since his early
days. This trend is more visible in defence
partnerships. For instance, in addition to
Pakistan, the Maldives has signed MoUs on
defence cooperation with China and Tur-
key. The Maldives has also procured ar-
moured vehicles from the UAE, and even'
joined the Saudi Arabia-led maritime de-

fence coalition.Under Muizzu, the Maldives
is thus enjoying growing defencefies with
all members of the Mecca pact.For Lia.ma

India’s policy with respect tothe Maldives
‘asbeen pragmatic. Ithas used economicas-
sistance to create leverage and long-term

bad, the visitisan

goodwill. It offered multiple extensions for

India's andi

Ocean Region (IOR). SinceOpsmuon Sin-
door, Pakistan andChina have held trilat-
erals with Bangladesh and Afghanistan.
Pakistan has advocated for SAARC revival,
and even proposed a new South Asian bloc
withoutIndia, It also plans to expand its
naval presence in the Bay of Bengal.

Thevisit to Islamabad
underscores Muizzu's interestin
diversifying ties beyond India

T-bills worth $150 million; restructured
debts; extended credit lines worth Rs 4,850
crore; and currency swaps worth $400 mil-
lionand Rs 30 billion.

New Delhi’s policy has merit. With presi-
dential elections just two years away and
Muizzu's growing unpopularity, India does
notwantto fuel anti-Indian rhetoric and na-
tionalism. Givenstrongreligious and historic
ties, India knows that Pakistan cannot be

dives

benefit India. But, defence and security-re-
lated developments will have implications.
Muizzu’s meeting with Asim Munir, Pakis-
tan’s Chief of Army Staff, to discuss military
cooperation, regional security, and defence
relations and their interest tostrengthenin-
stitutional relations, defence partnerships,
and professional exchanges have fueled
fears of Pakistan being another stakeholder
inthe Maldives’security: i These
developments will crowd an already
crowded IOR and bring Pakistan closertoIn-
dia’s maritime boundaries. India will there-
fore haveto mak it

security concern:

tion. Instead, some MoUs between Pakistan
and the Maldives, like countering cyber
crimes and drug trafficking, could even

and comr its red lines.

The writer is associate fellow, Neighbourhood
Studies, Observer Research Foundation



Iran says new war could last
longer after Trump threats

The US. President would not be in a position to dictate the timing orconditions of its conclusion,

says Tehran; Revolutionary Guards add that there would be ‘no geographic limitations’ in conflict

Agence France-Presse

TEHRAN

Diplomatic efforts to
end the West Asia war have
been punctuated by re-
peated threats from the
U.S. and Israel to resume
bombardments as they
hold crucial elections.

Committed stance: An Iranian woman holds Iran’s national flag on
a street in Tehran on Sunday. AFP

said Army spokesperson
Mohammad Akraminia, ac-
cording to Iranian state
television.

Mr. Akraminia’s re-

marks  followed  Mr.
Trump’s suggestion that
the U.S. could swiftly strike
its remaining targets in
Iran.

“We still have to take
care of, [ would say one or

two sites, but we can do
that in 10 minutes,” Mr.
Trump told presspersons
at his Florida residence.

Top military and politi-
cal officials in Iran have
warned against any new
attack.

Revolutionary = Guards
spokesman Hossein Mo-
hebbi on Sunday echoed a
warning issued a day ear-
lier in a written message by
Iran’s new Supreme Lead-
er, Ayatollah Mojtaba
Khamenei.




Indians remit $20 billion
abroad in 8 months of 2026

Mumbai: Outward remittances
from India under the Reserve
Bank of India’s (RBI) Liberal-
ised Remittance Scheme (LRS)
have crossed $20 billion during
the first eight months of 2026.

Resident Indians remitted
approximately $20.09 billion
abroad during January-August
2026, compared with an esti-
mated $19.08 billion in the cor-
responding period of 2025.The
increase of approximately.$1
billion, or 5.26%, highlightsthe
growing appetite among In-
dian residents for sending
money overseas; even as the
country continues to grapple
with forex requirements.

Significantly, reports that
RBI suggested considering
curbs on remittances to contain
forex outflows under LRS sho-
uld be treated as a serious warn-
ing rather than dismissed as
routine regulatory speculation,
analysts say.

The figures show an in-

creasing transfer of financial re-
sources from India to therest of
the world.

The most strikingfeature is
the dominance.-of overseas
travel. Remittances under this
category totalled $10.96 billion
during January-August 2026,
makingit the largest compo-
nentof LRS outflows. The cor-
responding figure for same
period last year was $10.67 bil-
lion. Travel remittances stood
at $1.658 billion in April 2026,
and were at $1.63 billion in Au-
gust 2026, RBI data shows.

AsperRBIdata, remittances
for education-related travel, in-
cluding fees and hostel ex-
penses, nearly doubled from
$450.16 million in March to
$855.52 millionin August. Other
travel remittances, including
holiday trips and payments to-
wards international credit card
transactions, rose from $623.05
millionin March to $713.80 mil-
lionin August. ENS



