India requires $220 billion for

green power transition by FY30"

Saptaparno Ghosh

NEW DELHI

Santosh Sarangi, Secretary,

Union Ministry of New and

Renewable Energy, said.

Another senior official

told reporters‘at the cur-

tain-raiser for the Bharat
Renewable Energy Summit
& Expo 2026 that solar
energy would account for
$70-75 billion of the re-
quirement. followed by
transmission infrastruc-
ture at-$40-45 billion, wind
energy at $25-30 billion
and green hydrogen at $20-
25 billion. Manufacturing
will require another $15-20
billion, the official said.

Mr. Sarangi said Indian
green hydrogen develop-
ers got orders to supply 5.5
lakh tonne until 2026. The
Ministry is developing a
framework for geothermal
exploration rights similar
to hydrocarbon sector.
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The two leaders also dis-
cussed the threat of cross-
border terrorism, with. Mr.
Hegseth reaffirming Wash-
ington’s supportto India in
combating the menace.

According to the Minis-
try of Defence, the meeting
provided an opportunity
to review progress under
the India-U.S. Major De-
fence Partnership, includ-
ing the implementation of
foundational security
agreements and avenues to
enhance operational readi-
ness, technology sharing
and defence industrial

inteiation.

India raises concern
over U.S. support for
Pakistan’s F-16 jets

Rajnath Singh discusses cross-border terrorism with Hegseth; Secretary
of War reaffirms support to combat issue; they review defence relations

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh during a meeting with United States
Secretary of War Pete Hegseth on Wednesday. PTI

ingh also conveyed
to Mr Hegseth that cany

.

The two Ministers also
reviewed the ten-year In-
dia-U.S. Defence Frame-
work and discussed streng-
thening maritime security
cooperation, military-to-
military exchanges and re-
silient defence supply
chains.

Separately,




Jaishankar headed
to Atlanta for G20
ministers meet;
CHOGM next stop

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, October 28

Jaishankar will also attend
the Quad Foreign Ministers’
meeting in Atlanta, along with
thetop diplomats from Australia
and Japan. They were supposed
to meet in Australia last week,
but that couldn’t take place due
to scheduling conflicts. The
Quad foreign ministers hadlast
met in Delhi in May this year.

From Atlanta, Jaishankar
will travel to Antigua& Barbuda
to attend the CHOGM (Com-
monwealth Heads of Govern-
ment Meeting) from November
1to 4. The'External Affairs Min-
ister’sforthcomingtrips are part
of Delhi’s engagement with
multilateral groupings, and it
offersan opportunity to have bi-
lateral engagements with
counterparts from other coun-
tries. Announcing Jaishankar’s
travels, Ministry of External Af-
fairs official spokesperson Rand-
hir Jaiswal said on Wednesday,

Jaishankar’s visit is also

beingseenaslayingthe ground-
work for Prime Minister Nar-

External Affairs Minister

S Jaishankanwith Austria’s
Ministerof Foreign Affairs
Beate Meinl-Reisinger in New
Delhi on Wednesday. i

endraModi’s possible visittothe
US for the G20 leaders’ summit
in mid-December.

their talks in Mumbai last week.

sters
meeting, the ministers are ex-
pected to discuss regional and
global issues, including the war
between US and Iran, which has
created an energy Crisis across
the world including in India.

tthe oreign



India-New Zealand trade ties set to scale new heights

and Tenzing Norgay, the Nepalese-Indian

Sherpa mountaineer made history by
becoming the first ever to climb Mount Everest.
This extraordinary partnership showed what
co-operation, trust and determination could
achieve, and we are once again set to see the
India-New Zealand partnership scale to new
heights with the entry into force of the India-New
Zealand Free Trade Agreement (FTA).

l n 1953, Sir Edmund Hillary of New Zealand

Moreover, this FTA is among the recently
signed modern FTAs of India which will
strengthen its foothold and economic
engagement in the Indo-Pacific. The
complementary nature of the two economies will
help in creating greater opportunities for both
countries, not just in trade but also in
investments and other areas of economic
co-operation.

ng
U.S.) already enjoy preferential access to the New
Zealand market through respective trade

Anant Goenka

President, The
Federation of Indian
Chambers of
Commerce and
Industry (FICCI)

The India-New
Zealand FTA
will strengthen
trade,
investment and
professional
mobility

agreements, thus placing Indian exporters at a
competitive disadvantage.

With the India-New Zealand FTA now in force,
Indian exporters will also get a level playing field
in this market across all tariff lines that have been
now offered duty free access.

tionally, the agreement ensures enhanced
student mobility and post-study work
opportunities. These will strengthen educational
and professional linkages that exist between the
two countries.

As part of the agreement, New Zealand will
facilitate $20 billion worth of foreign direct
investment into India over a 15-year period. This
should not be difficult, given India’s attractiveness
to global investors and New Zealand’s capital and
technological expertise. India offers significant
investment opportunities across sectors, be it
high-value manufacturing, renewable energy,
agritech, food processing, digital technologies or
infrastructure.

Effective utilisation is the key

The outcomes from the FTA will flow only if they
are effectively utilised. Indian businesses need
targeted market intelligence, stronger
distribution networks, regulatory preparedness
and commercial partnerships. What is equally
important is sustained engagement with New
Zealand’s investors to develop a pipeline of
commercially viable projects.

provisions that facilitate the use of regulatory

evaluation and inspection reports from
recognised regulators. This can reduce
duplicative compliance requirements and further
improve market access for Indian pharmaceutical
companies.




Kukis, Meiteis back on edge; the trigger
this time may have been felled trees

Deeptiman Tiwary
New Delhi, October 28

An official probe has found
that villagers in the area had
complained to local militant
groups that some people from
the Meitei community were
regularly felling trees and tak-
ingaway wood in the Khongbal
Sunulok Hills, along the Imphal
East-Kangpokpi border, and
had asked them to intervene.

Following this, some mili-
tants, alongwith local village vol-
unteers, are suspected to have
stopped a vehicle carrying Mei-
tei men, who were allegedly in
the area to collect wood. On
seeing gun-wielding militants
andvillage volunteers, they tried
to flee, but the gunmen opened
fire, killing three, officials said.

While officials suspect in-
volvement of the Kuki National
Front (Nehlun) in the Killing of
the Meitei men, it has denied
any role. A security establish-
ment officer said: “It appears
theinitial intention was to scare
the Meiteis or at best to detain
them and make them pay for
their release. But things turned
ugly and people were killed.”

Sources among Kuki groups
described the incident as unfor-
tunateand ill-timed, asthey have
been locked in a conflict with
Nagas for the past nine months
and have been making efforts to
mend ties with the Meiteis.

The Manipur Police has ar-
rested three village volunteers
for the Kkillings, who subse-
quently led investigators to

Security personnel deployed amid protests against recent violence
between Meitei and Kuki groups, in Imphal. ani

eight weapons hidden under-
ground. “One of these guns ap-
pears to have been fired re-
cently and a forensic
examination is being con-
ducted to establish if it was the
same gun used for the killings,”
said another officer.

The investigati SO
brought renew %m
Kuki militant :%) erating
under the Suspension of Oper-
ations (So! ment.On Oc-
tober 20, security forces carried
0 ise inspection of the
mp in Semol village,

to the site of the killings,

and reportedly discovered

erious discrepancies”.

Underthe SoO pact -which
lapsed last month and is yet to
berenewed - the Sinai Camp is
officially designated to house
159 registered cadres of the
Kuki National Army (KNA)and
Kuki Liberation Army (KLA).
Security forces said they found
only 18 people at the camp, with
just one of them a legitimately
registered cadre.

According to officials, the
remaining 17 were using fabri-
cated identities toimpersonate
registered Kuki cadres - eight

as KNA members and nine as
KLAmembers. All17 have been
arrested and remanded in po-
lice custody.

“The militant groups were
questioned about the missing
members and told to produce
them within the next two days.
When they couldn’t, the camp
was taken over by security
forces,” an officer said.

Security personnel also
seized 24 firearms and 38
magazines from the camp
premises. A Manipur Police of-
ficer said that some magazines
and ammunition were found to
be missing, “and the same is
being investigated”.

On October 25, Manipur
Chief Minister Yumnam
Khemchand Singh visited the
camp for an inspection.

Sources added thatsurprise
inspections of Kuki camps were
not new and have been on
“since the Kkilling of six ab-
ducted Nagas in May this year
by Kuki militant groups”.
“Three-four camps have been
subjected to these checks
since,” a police officer said.

In these inspections too,
sources said, only 30-40% of

‘Selectiveaction’:
Kuki-Zo Council
warnsoftough
measures

the registered militants were
found to be present, with mili-
tant groups reportedly explain-
ingtosecurity forcesthatsome
of their cadres had died while
others had gone away.

Sources said the groups have
been asked now to establish
identities of all inmates at the
camps and ensure their pres-
ence, without which the govern-
ment could withhold the man-
dated stipend to be paid to
militants living at the camps.

FULLREPORT ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM



[IP: MINING OUTPUT SEES BIGGEST FALL IN 3 YEARS

Industrialgrowth
slowed to4-month
low 01 6.7%1n Sept

Shubham Rana
New Delhi, October28

GROWTH IN India’s industrial
output, as measured by the
Index of Industrial Production
(IIP), slowed to a four-month
low of 6.7% in September,
pulled down by the mining sec-
tor’s worst performance in
three years, data released by the
Ministry of Statistics and Pro-
gramme Implementation on
Wednesday showed.

The August IIP growth print
was revised lower to 7.8% from
the 8% provisional estimate. In-
dustrial output had grown 6.1%
in September 2025.

Manufacturingsector, which
hasthe highestweightageinthe
new IIP series at 76%, expanded
7.6% in September, the slowest
growth in four months. Within
manufacturing, only 10 of the23
sub-sectors performed bétterin
September compared to August.

Sequentially,‘thé.general
index rose 1% fromAugust, the
biggest month-on-month rise
in three months. The sequen-
tial uptickinindustrial activity
suggests that an unfavourable
base effect weighed on the
headline growth in September.
Industrial growth has averaged
6.8% in the first six months of the
current financial year, higher
than the 4.4% growth in the
same period a year ago. Higher
IIP growth this year has been
driven by the manufacturing
and electricity sectors. In Sep-
tember, mining sector output
contracted 6.2% year-on-year,
the biggest fall since September
2023. Miningand quarryingsec-
tor output has contracted in

¢ Mining output shrinks again
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eight ofthenine monthsin2026.
Economists said the sector’sout-
put fellint September due to dis-
ruptions caused by monsoon
rains during the month.

Apart from mining, activity
intheother three industrial sec-
torsremained largely resilientin
September even as growth mod-
erated from the previous month.
“Theresilienceisconsistentwith
the growth observed across key
high-frequency indicators such
as GST collections, automobile
sales, e-way bill generation, and
merchandise exports,” said Ra-
janiSinha, chiefeconomist at Ca-
reEdge Ratings. “This reflects
that domestic economic mo-
mentum has held upwell despite
persistent global and domestic
uncertainties,” Sinha said.

“Manufacturing growth has
been driven by the auto seg-
ment and electrical machinery
with support from rubber prod-
ucts, computer, electronics and
non-metallic machinery,” said
Madan Sabnavis, Chief Econ-
omist, Bank of Baroda. “Growth
wasdown incase of wearing ap-

parel and chemicals and
pharma sectors. The export
market was affected here by glo-
baldisturbances,” Sabnavissaid.

Electricity and gas supply
output growth slowed down to
11.2% in September from a 27-
month high 0f12.3% in August.
Electricity generation from non-
renewable sources grew 16.5%in
September, the quickest pace of
growth in 30 months. Renew-
able electricity, meanwhile, grew
4.3% in September, slower than
15.4% in August. Growth in out-
put of water supply, sewerage,
and waste management—the
newest addition toIIP—eased to
afour-month low 0f5.8%in Sep-
tember from 6.3% in August.

In terms of the use-based
categories, five of the six seg-
ments saw moderation in
growth in September. Con-
sumer non-durables was the
only use-based segment where
output performance was better
than August. The segment’s
output grew 1.4% in September
after contracting for two con-
secutive months. FE



FROM PM TO CARETAKER PM AS RIGHT-WING BLOC IS POISED TO WIN 53 SEATS IN PARLIAMENT, SURPASSING 48 FOR OPPOSITION

Netanyahu survives another day

Israel's President now
faces a crucial choice
asincumbent fights on

Arab parties set to
win record 19 seats;
rival Eisenkot

tells security chiefs
to resist pressure

Reuters
Jerusalem, October28

Parties representing ArabIs-
raelis were projected to winan
unprecedented 19 seats, leaving
Eisenkot little realistic path to
power without their broad back-
ing, which many Jewish politi-
cal leaders reject.
Theresultscouldstillchange
as counting continued, but Ei-
senkot’s bloc of anti-Netanyahu
parties, ranging fromthe centre-
left to the hard right, had fallen
short of pre-election polls that
forecastatight race.

——

Israeli Prime Minister and Likud party leader B

party headquarters during Israel’'s

Netanyahu would remain
caretaker PM during any coali-
tion negotiations and potentially
untilanother election next year.
While a caretaker government
faces some constraints, experts
say it retains powers, including
over the war with Iran.

Netanyahu, addressing his
Likud party’s faithful after 0100
GMT, called for the formationof:
“astrong, right-wing national
government.” Hehighlighted Is-
rael's military suecesses and
raised the'prospect of renewed
joint militargaction against Iran
alongside hisally, US President
Donald Trump, saying the two
countries had a “singular histori-
calopportunity” toremove what
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after the exit polls, at his

Wedneed.

he called thée Iramian threat
“once and forall”

Trump, who had urged Is-
raelivoterstokeep Netanyahuin
power so twoleaders could “fin-
ishthejob” in Iran, said Netany-
ahuhad done “very well” and
claimed his endorsement had
“helped himalot.” Israel's high-
turnout vote was brushed aside
bysome in the rest of West Asia.

In Tehran, banners with
imagesofslain Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei re-
minded Iranians of US and Is-
raeli strikes launched in Febru-
ary which kicked off the war.
Just to the right was a poster of
late Hezbollah leader Hassan
Nasrallah, who was killed on

REUTERS

Netanyahu'sordersinLebanon.
“Igenuinely see the possibil-
ity of attack,” said 50-year-old
Iranian citizen Abdollah Karimi.
Outhman Selim, a 62-year-
old lawyer, said his hopes thata
Netanyahu defeat would steer
the country away from the far
right had been dashed.
Eisenkotacknowledged that
Netanyahu remained caretaker
PM but warned that he might
use security for political ends. “T
call on the heads of the security
establishment and the civil ser-
vice: Netanyahu is a
caretaker PM, without a man-
date or the people’s trust,” he
said. “Stand firm in the face of
any attempt to challenge you.”

Ephrat Livni
October28

ISAACHERZOG, Israel’s presi-
dent, has a largely ceremonial
role — except after national
elections, when it is hisrespon-
sibility to choose a potential
prime minister and then tasks
that person with trying to form
agovernment.

ile the president can
choose the leader of the party
thatwonthe mostvotes, he can
also select another leader who
seems more likely to assemble
acoalitionthatcan secureavote
of confidence in the Knesset.
In 2009, President Shimon

Peres chose Benjamin Netany-
ahu — the current PM — even
though his right-wing Likud
party had won fewer votesthan
the centrist Kadima party.

Early exit polls on Wednes-
day suggest a tight race be-
tween the far-right coalition led
by Netanyahu and the center-
right opposition bloc that has
called for change.

Herzog, whose job is to stay
above political fray, is expected
to face a difficult decision. He
mustdiscern whetherthe votes
show that the majority of Israelis
demanded change or if they in-
dicated apreference foranother
Netanyahu government.

Netanyahu's governing co-
alition, the most right-wing in
Israel’s history, hasdrawn inter-
national condemnation,
heightened tensions with allies
and divided Israelis.

Herzog has criticized what
he has called “a terrible process
of brutalization” creeping into
Israeli society, citing violence by
Jewishsettlersinoccupied West
Bank against Palestinians and
abuse of detainees in custody,
which some far-right ministers
in Netanyahu’s coalition are ac-
cused of encouraging. NYT



President of UAE honours Capt Machchhar,
flydubai crew for bravery during mid-airattack

Press Trust of India
Dubai, October 28

UAE PRESIDENT Sheikh Mo-
hamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
has conferred the First Class
Order of Zayed II on Indian
Captain Smit Machchhar and
fellow flydubai crew members
in recognition of their cou-
rageous efforts to ensure pas-
senger safety during an at-
tempted mid-air attack aboard
aDubai-Tel Aviv flight.

The medals were presented
by Sheikh Hamdan bin Mo-
hammed bin Rashid Al Mak-
toum, Crown Prince of Dubai,
Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Defence, who com-
mended the crew's actionsand
sense of responsibility, Dubai
Media Office said in a state-
ment on Tuesday. Machchhar
and the flydubai crew members
received the award at the presi-
dential reception.

The incident occurred on
September 30 aboard flydubai
flight FZ1073, which was travel-
ling from Dubai to Tel.Aviv with
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UAE President Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Prime Minister Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum and
others meet flydubai Captain Smit Machchhar in Dubai on Wednesday. Machchhar was conferred the
FirstClass Order of Zayed Il in recognition of his courageous effort to ensure passenger safety. pri

more than 170 people on board.

Machchhar wasseriously in-
jured when his co-pilot attacked
him with a crash axe kept in the
cockpit for emergencies. Bleed-

ingon the floor, he mustered his
remaining strength to activate
the cockpit door release.

That allowed passengers
and crew to overpower the co-

pilot and enable a second pair
of flydubai pilots who were on
board to land the jet in Tabuk.

The Omani co-pilot was
taken into custody.



