CIVILISATIONAL DIALOGUE FORUM ON NOVEMBER 20-21

First after Op Sindoor:
Indiainvites Pakto
SCOmeetingin Delhi

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, October 27

sources told The Indian Ex-

press Tuesday.
This is the first such invita-
tion by India to a senior min-

E @ EXPLAINED

Why the invitation

ister of Pakistan ever since the
military hostilities between the
two countries in the wake of
Operation Sindoor in May 2025
following the Pahalgam terror
attack.

The last time India hosted a
senior minister of Pakistan was
in May 2023 when Bilawal
Bhutto, who was then the For-
eign Minister of his country,
travelled to Goa for ameeting of
the SCO Foreign Ministers.

The invitation to Pakistan’s
minister is part of Delhi’s obli-
gation toinvite representatives
from all SCO member countries
since it had proposed to host
the SCO civilisational dialogue
forum. Pakistan is scheduled to
host the summit of SCO leaders
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Indiainvites Pak to SCO meeting in Delhi

next year.

For Delhi, the diplomatic
taskis cut out. While it has kept
bilateral ties frozen fora decade
now after the Pathankot and
Uri attacks in 2016, it has toen-
gage with Pakistan at the multi-
lateral level.

The civilisational dialogue,
expected to be held in one of
Delhi’s iconic monuments in
November, was first proposed
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi during the SCO Council of
Heads of State summit in Tian-
jinin September 2025. Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh for-
mally announced that India
would host the event while ad-
dressing the 25th SCO Council

of Heads of Government meet-
ing in Dushanbe, Tajikistan, on

ok Dimri, India’s nation:
coordinator for the grouping,

told Pakistan’s public broad-
caster PTV that the SCO had
come to the neighbourhood
after traversing East Asia and
Central Asia —thelast two sum-
mits took place in Bishkek (Kyr-
gyzstan) and Tianjin (China).

A senior official with the
rank of Additional Secretary in
the Ministry of External Affairs,
Dimriled the Indian delegation
at the SCO national coordina-
tors’ meeting in Islamabad. Re-
calling that Prime Minister
Modi had proposed a civilisa-
tional dialogue among SCO
member countries, he said it
hadbeen decided that it will be
held in New Delhi on Novem-
ber 20.

“This is a journey where
Eurasian and Asian landmass
member states have come to-

ron the SCO platform,” he
had said. The SCO member
states include Russia, India,
Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Pakistan, Tajikistan, Uzbekis-
tan, Belarus and China.




Arunachal Minister holds talks
with ‘dam-aftected’ people amid
concerns over Siang project

Press Trust of India
ITANAGAR

The forum was led by its
president Oni Tamuk and
general secretary Jobom-
chang Mengu, and repre-
sents communities span-
ning 72 villages that could
be affected by the project.

In a post on X, Mr. Tas-
ing, the Rural Development
and Panchayati Raj Minis-
ter, said the interaction
provided a platform to dis-
cuss the project and its pre-
feasibility report (PFR), ad-
dress apprehensions and
clarify misconceptions
about its potential implica-
tions for downstream com-

A drone view showing Adi community settlements believed to be at

risk of submersion if the proposed 11,500-MW Siang Upper
Multipurpose Dam project is completed in Siang district. REUTERS

munities in East Siang dis-
trict. Emphasising the need
to balance national priori-
ties with local interests, Mr.
Tasing, who represents the
Pangin Assembly consti-
tuency in Siang district,
said a project of such signif-
icance must advance with
the trust and confidence of
the people.




Over 99 lakh names deleted
from voter list in Karnataka

The Hindu Bureau

BENGALURU

The constituency-wise
electoral rolls can be ac-
cessed on the website of
the Karnataka Chief Electo-
ral Officer (CEO).

Sharp drop

The electorate shrunk by 18%
even after a net addition of
8.2 lakh voters during SIR
claims and objections phase

B Electors M Net
onrolls deletions
Before SIR
Draft SIR rolls 1.08 crore
4.46 crore
Final SIR rolls 99.8 lakh

Excluding Service electors

However, the net addi-
tions have barely offset the
deletions, knocking
off nearly a crore from the
pre-SIR electorate.

The net addition figures
does not indicate how ma-
ny people who were
wrongly excluded have
managed to get back on the

rolls. Nor does the figure
provide a separate break-
up of first-time voters ad-
ded during the SIR, mak-
ing it difficult to ascertain
how many of those deleted
have been reinstated.
Those who applied for in-
clusion through Form 6
within the claims and ob-
jections period will have
their names included in
the final roll if their appli-
cations are accepted.
Those who applied after
the deadline will be includ-
ed in supplementary lists,
which will be published ev-
ery quarter after the SIR.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10




Jaishankar to
travel to US.

for three-day
G20 meeting

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

A week after United States
Secretary of State Marco
Rubio’s visit to India, Exter-
nal Affairs Minister S. Jaish-
ankar will travel to the U.S.
city of Atlanta to attend the
meeting of G20 Foreign Mi-
nisters hosted by Mr. Ru-
bio. The three-day visit
from October 29 to 31 will
include meetings with his
counterparts from other
G20 countries amidst a se-
ries of global develop-
ments and the ongoing
conflict in West Asia.

The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) has not an-
nounced the visit thus far,
but diplomatic sources
confirmed that his engage-
ments will include the
Quad Foreign Ministers’
meeting with Australian
Foreign Minister Penny
Wong and Japanese Fo-
reign Minister Motegi
Toshimitsu.

The Quad Ministers ear-
lier met in Delhi in May this
year but could not sche-
dule a summit of the lead-
ers in India, whose turn it
has been to host the sum-
mit since 2024. Instead,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, U.S. President Do-
nald Trump, Japanese
Prime Minister Sanae Ta-
kaichi and Australian
Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese will hold a Quad
leaders’ meeting in Manila.

Science successful only when
society benefits from it: Modi

PM stresses on importance of taking science from laboratory to land; he says India is no longer

playing catch up and emerged as leader in scientific, technological developments in 2Ist century

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

rime Minister Na-
Prendra Modi on
Tuesday said

science succeeds only
when it travels from the
laboratory to the land and
improves people’s lives.

Addressing the Emerg-
ing Science, Technology
and Innovation Conclave
(ESTIC), he said it must not
become “merely a forum
for discussion” but should
deliver measurable
outcomes.

Mr. Modi said India’s
science and technology
story has long been one of
catching up with other
countries, but in the 2ist
century the country has
emerged as a leader in
scientific and technologi-
cal developments. He said,
“The discovery of zero
showed that India has a
culture of discovery. Chan-
drayaan’s landing near the
lunar south pole, Manga-
lyaan’s success on the first
attempt, and the vaccines
developed during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic are ex-
amples of this.”

The audience at the con-
clave comprised three No-
bel Laureates, top techno-
crats of India’s scientific
establishment,  startup
founders and scientists

R
Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the Emerging Scie!

nce, Technology

and Innovation Conclave 2026 in New Delhi on Tuesday. PTI

from both
abroad.

India and

Focus on research
Mr. Modi said a country’s
technological capabilities
depend on its research. He
said efforts to “speed up”
the Anusandhan National
Research Foundation
(ANRF) work are under-
way. Referring to research
funding, he cited a com-
mitment of 1 lakh crore,
including ¥12,000 crore for
taking research from the
laboratory to the market,
with private investors part-
nering equally. He also re-
ferred to new commit-
ments of 324,000 crore.
The number of patents
filed in India had risen
from about 50,000 to 1.5

lakh, Mr. Modi said, de-
scribing this as evidence of
a strengthening culture of
innovation rather than
merely an increase in
number.

Science in the age of Al
On artificial intelligence
(AD), he posed what he
called an “important ques-
tion” about how to exer-
cise scientific judgement in
the age of Al

“Science works by ques-
tioning paradigms and
looking at problems with
fresh eyes,” he said. “Al
can perform routine tasks
quickly and raise produc-
tivity, but should not limit
scientists’ thinking or inde-
pendent thought, and its
answers must meet the ac-

curacy standards  of
scientists.”

Referring to the birth
anniversary of nuclear
scientist Homi ]. Bhabha
on October 30, Mr. Modi
said a developed India will
need large quantities of nu-
clear energy. He noted that
the 500 MW Prototype
Fast Breeder Reactor
(PFBR) has reached first
criticality, strengthening
the country’s long-term
energy position.

He also pointed to In-
dian space start-ups, a
rocket made in India that
placed a satellite in orbit
on its first attempt, and the
country’s satellite docking
capability. Indian-made Al
chips are reaching other
countries, an Al model has
been built domestically,
and work is underway on
battery technology based
on Indian raw materials,
he said. The needs of sec-
tors ranging from nuclear
energy to space to Al and
semiconductors differ, he
said, but India’s emerging
technologies are rising
together.

Describing India as a
young country with vision
and imagination, Mr. Modi
said it needs a generation
capable of leading in tech-
nology. He summed up the
guiding principle as: “We
will doit.”

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court Colle-
gium has recommended
four judges for appoint-
ment as Chief Justices of
the High Courts of Gujarat,
Telangana

Delhi, and

Justice P. Sam Koshy,
whose parent High Court is
Chhattisgarh and is cur-
rently serving on the
Bench of the Telangana
High Court, has been pro-
posed for the Delhi High
Court Chief Justiceship.

Justices Tapabrata Chak-
raborty of Calcutta High
Court and Sudhir Singh of
Patna High Courts have
been recommended for
appointments as Chief Jus-
tices of Telangana and Ut-
tarakhand High Courts,
respectively.




SRMIST V-C flags need for
more skilled workers, calls
for sustained collaboration

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

India will require about
three lakh semiconductor
professionals by 2030,
with a greater pool of
skilled workers needed in
fabrication,  packaging,
testing and semiconductor
equipment in addition to
chip design, C. Mutha-
mizhchelvan, Vice-Chan-
cellor of SRM Institute of
Science and Technology,
said on Tuesday.

Speaking at the inaugu-
ral session of the Semicon-
ductor Summit 2026, or-
ganised by SRM Institute of
Science and Technology in
association with The Hin-
du, he said India had an
opportunity to expand its
semiconductor capabilities
but needed to address gaps
in manufacturing, talent
and the conversion of re-
search into commercial
products.

said.
Mr. Muthamizhchelvan
said universities needed to

C. Muthamizhchelvan, Vice-Chancellor of SRM Institute of Science
and Technology, at the summit on Tuesday. S.R. RAGHUNATHAN

change how they evaluated
research and focus on out-
comes such as patents,
prototypes and products
with commercial potential
rather than academic pu-
blications alone.

“We have been judging
our research and develop-
ment in terms of the publi-
cations that are coming out
from the research. And we
used to forget that. We
called this fund and for-
get,” he said.

SRM’s research
He said SRM was aligning
its research with national
missions, including those
covering artificial intelli-
gence, semiconductors
and quantum technolo-
gies. The university was
encouraging students to
work on problems identi-
fied by industry and offer-
ing academic credits for so-
lutions developed through
such projects.
Semiconductor deve-
lopment required exper-
tise across multiple disci-
plines, including physics,
chemistry, materials
science, chemical engi-
neering, mechanical de-

sign and computing, rather
than electronics alone, he
said.

He cited two projects in-
volving SRM students and
semiconductor companies
as examples of efforts to
bring university research
closer to industrial
applications.

He also said India need-
ed to build its own techno-
logical capabilities rather
than remain primarily a
consumer of imported pro-
ducts. “The real chip is the
human mind. So if our
mind is tuned towards
making chips, then ob-
viously things will become
easier,” he said.

The V-C invited compa-
nies to work with SRM on
technical problems, esta-
blish joint laboratories, co-
guide doctoral and post-
graduate research, file pa-
tents together and take
products to market. “Bring
us your hardest problem.
We’ll be happy to work on
those problems,” he said.

He said the semiconduc-
tor ecosystem would re-
quire sustained collabora-
tion rather than isolated
investments or initiatives.




India’s next investment cycle will shape its carbon future

he United Nations Environment
T Programme’s (UNEP) recent warning that

the world could cross the 1.5°C warming
threshold within the next few years is likely to
renew calls for faster decarbonisation. India, too,
will face this pressure, but its choices are still
open. Much of the housing, industrial
infrastructure, power networks and urban
development needed for its next phase of growth
is yet to be built.

NITI Aayog estimates that 86% of the building
stock that India will have in 2070 is yet to be built.
Total floor space will more than double, from
about 18 billion square metres in 2020 to 42
billion by 2070. India’s crude-steel capacity, at
about 200 million tonnes in 2024-25, is targeted
to reach 300 million tonnes by 2030-31. Cement
output is projected to rise from about 427 million
tonnes in 2024 to 660 million tonnes by 2030.

The advantage of choice

The usual reading of these numbers is that India’s
infrastructure deficit makes decarbonisation
harder. Demand for steel, cement and electricity
will continue to rise even as India tries to reduce
emissions. True, but only partly. The other side of
the development deficit is that much of India’s
future capital stock remains a choice rather than
an inheritance. Its future emissions will depend
on what it chooses to build now and the
technologies and standards that are embedded in
that investment.

Mature economies face the opposite problem.
The International Energy Agency (IEA) estimates
that around 80% of the building stock that
advanced economies will use in 2050 already
exists. In the European Union, 85% of buildings
predate 2000, around three-quarters perform
poorly in terms of energy efficiency, and only
about 1% are renovated each year. India has
legacy problems too, but has more room to avoid
creating them. It can build in efficiency from the
outset and reduce the risks of stranded assets,
premature retirements, or expensive retrofits
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Its future
emissions will
depend on what
it chooses to
build now and
the technologies
and standards
incorporated
into those
investments

later. In buildings, India need not wait for
technology to catch up. The know-how is there,
and so is the regulatory framework. The gap is in
implementation.

The Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE)’s State
Energy Efficiency Index reports that the Energy
Conservation Building Code (ECBC) 2017 has
been notified by 27 States, but legally
incorporated in only 21. BEE has since issued the
Energy Conservation and Sustainable Building
Code (ECSBC) 2024 for commercial and office
buildings and the Eco-Niwas Samhita (ENS) 2024
for residential buildings. States should embed
these standards in building permits, occupancy
certificates, and grid connections, where
non-compliance can carry a cost.

The issue in the power sector

Power presents a different problem. India has
added renewable generation quickly, but the
network to move it has not kept pace. The IEA
estimates that transmission bottlenecks have held
back around 60 GW of renewable capacity. The
Ministry of Power’s plan envisages roughly 590
GW of generation additions between 2023 and
2032. So, an unresolved transmission gap will
become more serious as generation expands. As
transport, cooling and parts of industry electrify,
the gains from cleaner generation will depend on
whether that power can be reliably moved to
where it is needed. Transmission and storage,
therefore, must be planned alongside, and in
some cases ahead of, new generation and
demand.

In steel and cement, the low-carbon transition
is harder. The Ministry of Steel acknowledges that
hydrogen-based green steel is not yet viable in
India, while NITI Aayog places large-scale carbon
capture in cement further down the transition
path. Mandating technologies could raise costs
and, worse, lock firms into processes that later
prove uneconomic.

Public procurement could be a better
instrument. The Union and State governments,

Indian Railways, the National Highways Authority
of India, and other public agencies buy large
quantities of steel and cement and can help
create an early market for lower-emission
materials.

India already has a green-steel taxonomy, and
the Ministry of Steel has proposed aggregated
procurement through competitive bidding.
Tenders could set emissions-intensity thresholds
without prescribing the production route.
Competitive bidding would then reveal the green
premium while rewarding producers who find
the most efficient ways to meet the thresholds. As
the premium narrows with economies of scale
and technological advances, the thresholds could
be tightened. They could also be aligned with the
emissions-intensity targets under the Carbon
Credit Trading Scheme (CCTS), ensuring
consistent policy signals.

Costs and risks

Finance can also skew these choices. The IEA
estimates that India’s cost of capital for grid-scale
renewables is about 80% higher than in advanced
economies. Since clean infrastructure is
front-loaded in cost, that gap can make an
otherwise viable project uneconomic. Targeted
instruments such as payment-security
mechanisms, partial credit guarantees, or
concessional debt can ease financing or off-taker
risk. But where the technology is still unproven,
cheaper public finance will simply shift more risk
onto the public balance sheet.

India cannot avoid the investment required to
build the economy it still needs. What matters is
what kind of capital the investment leaves
behind. Where technology is mature, there is
little reason to build inefficiency into assets that
will last for decades. Where it is still evolving,
preserving flexibility has value. Getting those
choices right now can spare the country costlier
corrections later.

The views expressed are personal




AS DOHA STEPS UP DARK TRANSITS THROUGH HORMUZ

LNG imports from
Qatar rise to cight-
month high in Oct

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, October 27

oha’s increased risk toler-

ance follows similar tactics
beingused by the UAE for afew
months now to ship its LNG
through the fraught waters of
the strait. Additionally, industry
sources indicated that ship-to-
ship (STS) transfers are also
being used by Qatar to move
LNG beyond the strait.
Qatarwasonlysecondtothe
US in terms of LNG supplies to
Indiain the October 1-25 period,
when overall import volumes
grew sequentiallyaswellasona
year-on-year basis. The gulf na-
tion has traditionally been
India’s top source of LNG, but
the disruption in vessel move-
ments through the Strait of Hor-
muzledtoacrashinsupply vol-
umes starting March.

® India’sLNGimports from Qatarin2026

Month .V.olumes Share.in India's
(milliontonnes) LNGimports
January 1.05 40.9%
February 0.74 39%
March 0.06 3.6%
April 0 | 0%
May 0 0%
June 013 5.3%
July 0.09 4%
August 0.09 3.4%
September 0.09 4.2%
October (till Oct 25) 044 17.6%

SOURCE: KPLER

producers to move oil out of the
Persian Gulf. Unlike regular op-
erations, inwhich crudeisloaded
onto tankers that sail directly to
the destination port, STS
transfersinvolve ashuttle tanker
that carries the oil for some dis-
tance, after which the cargois
transferred to another tanker.

In STS operations in the
Strait of Hormuz, the supplier
usually takes on the responsibil-
ity — and the risk — of sending
the oil through the strait, after
which a tanker waiting in safer
waters takes the oil to its desti-
nation. STSisnot thatcommon
in LNG flows as the process is a
lot more complex than transfer-
ring crude from one tanker to
another. Super-chilled gas
requires cryogenic hoses to be
transferred, and requires much
more careful handling. How-
ever, inthe absence of any alter-
native route to evacuate export
volumes, Qatar is evidently re-
sorting to STS transfers ahead
of the northern hemisphere
winter, when demand jumps
globally. “Qatari LNG deliveries

to India are at their highest
monthlylevel since the conflict
began...For India, a sustained
recovery in Qatarisupply could
ease the pressure to source re-
placement cargoes from other
suppliers, particularly asunder-
lying import requirements re-
main firm despite elevated
prices,” said Sonal Ranjan, LNG
and natural gas analyst at Kpler.

Robust LNG demand in
India has led to Indian im-
porters competing hard to pick
up cargoes from the spot mar-
ket at super-normal prices, even
as some of the other major
Asian LNG buyers have cur-
tailed imports.




Record turnout as Israelis vote in
polls centred around Netanyahu

Nearly 67% of voters had cast ballots by 6 p.m. local time; Opinion polls show long-serving leader Netanyahu running neck

and neck with rival Gadi Eisenkot, a former military chief; Netanyahu worries over high voting among Israel's Arab minority

Agence France-Presse
JERUSALEM

rime Minister Ben-
P jamin Netanyahu,
fighting for his pol-

itical life, scrambled to
bring out his base on Tues-
day as Israelis voted in re-
cord numbers in the coun-
try’s first election since the
October 7, 2023 attack.
After casting his vote in
Jerusalem, Mr. Netanyahu
expressed worry over high
voting among Israel’s Arab

minority and warned of at-
tempts to “steal the
election”.

At the crossroads: A Likud party poster with Benjamin Netanyahu
and a Hebrew slogan ‘Right or Palestine’, in Beni Brak, Israel. AP

the Central Elections Com-
mittee said.

The vote comes as Israel
looks increasingly isolated
on the world stage, driven
by the war in Iran and the
devastating military cam-
paign in Gaza, and vio-

lence in the occupied West
Bank.

Tight contest

The last opinion polls
showed Mr. Netanyahu, Is-
rael’s longest-serving
Prime Minister, running

neck and neck with his
main rival Gadi Eisenkot, a
former military chief.

Mr. Eisenkot’s Yashar
party on Tuesday warned
that Mr. Netanyahu was
“laying the groundwork to
challenge election results”.

Mr. Netanyahu as
pointed to Arab-Israeli par-
ties throughout the elec-

urging Israelis to vote for
his right-wing Likud party.

United Arab List head
Mansour Abbas, who could
emerge as a kingmaker in a
close election, accused Mr.
Netanyahu of “lying and in-
citing” to mobilise his




Two charged for assisting
Iran over UK. airbase plot

Sriram Lakshman
LONDON

Nouman Essghir, 24,
and Mohmed Ahmad Ab-
dulkarim, 24, from Lon-
don, were charged and
scheduled to appear in
court this week.

Mr. Abdulkarim was ar-
rested for allegedly assist-
ing a foreign intelligence
service.

The country was be-
lieved to be Iran, according
to Laurence Taylor, the
Head of the U.K.’s National
Counterterrorism Policing
unit.

Launch pad: A U.S. B-1 bomber on the tarmac at the RAF Fairford
base. Washington had used the facility to launch strikes on Iran. AFP

Tehran has denied in-
volvement  with  the
incident.

Five men were arrested
as they approached the air-
base in three vans on Sep-
tember 27. This resulted in
the evacuation of residents
in the airbase area in
Gloucestershire.

The suspects were sub-
sequently released on pol-

ice bail, which led to criti-
cism from U.S. President
Donald Trump.



Burnham reignites
Britain’s divisive
Brexit debate with his

push for closer EU ties

Jill Lawless
London, October 27

In recent interviews, Burn-
ham hassaid the countryshould
have an “evidence-based de-
bate” about the consequences of
Brexit. He gave the example of
immigration. Supporters of Bre-
xit argued that it would give the
country control over its borders
by ending the right of EU
citizens to live and work in the
U.K., and of British nationals to
settle across the bloc.

British PM Andy Burnham

While Britain now sets its
own immigration policy, Burn-
ham said leaving the bloc had
made it harder to control un-
authorized migration because
Britain haslost accessto EU da-
tabases and agreements.

“The truth of the matter is
we’ve lostimmigration control
in the way that we once had,”
Burnham told broadcasterITV
on Monday.

Most economists agree that
Brexit has hurt the British econ-
omy, but few politicians have
wanted to reopen the painful
debate.



