Ladakh bodies reject Centre’s dratft,
say region turned into ‘testing lab’

Naveed Igbal
Srinagar, October24

THE KARGIL Democratic Al-
liance (KDA), one of two bodies
negotiating with the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) over La-
dakh’s future, on Saturday
termed Centre’s draft govern-
ance proposal for the Union
Territory an “empty draft” and
rejected it, accusing it of “mur-
dering democracy” in Ladakh.

This comes a week after a
subcommittee comprising
members of the KDA and Apex
Body Leh (ABL) met MHA offi-
cials to discuss greater demo-
cratic representation for the re-
gion. Talks have since stalled,
with both sides blaming each
other for the lack of progress.

Addressing a press confer-
enceonSaturday, KDA co-chair-
man Sajjad Kargili reiterated the
allegations, saying: “We were
hoping that the MHA would
form its draft based on the min-
utes of the meeting that we had
signed. We were promised-a sui
generis model that would be
more empowered than the J&K
assembly”.

The draft presented afterthe
meeting, he said, did not repre-
sent the aspirations of Ladakh’s

people, “butin turn, it represents
theconcernsofthe UT adminis-
tration more than the people™.
BoththeKDA and ABL have sent
their comments on the draft to
the MHA.

Since the meeting, the La-
dakh administration has an-
nounced panchayat polls, im-
posed the Model Code of
Conduct, announced hill coun-
cilsforeach ofthe newly created
districtsand dissolved the Kargil
hill council. The decisions have
drawn criticism from the repre-
sentatives.

“Itseemslikethe UT admin-
istration is consumed with ptish-
ing notifications,” Kargilisaid.
“They’veannounced 100consti-
tuencies for Ladakh through
new LAHDGS;but whether it is
100 or200;it doesn’t make a dif-
ference ifthey do not have ap-
propriate powers.”

Rejecting the Centre’s draft,
the KDA leadership called it an
“attack on the rights of the
people of this region”.

“We have seen the allega-
tions of ‘vote chori’ in other parts
of the country. Ladakh hasbeen
turned into a testing lab, and
they have stolen representation
from here. The decisions being
takenunilaterally areacleardis-
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play of murder of democracy in
Ladakh,” Kargili said.

KDA co-chairman Asgar Ali
Karbalai said the KDA and ABL
had been negotiating with the
MHA for six years on their four-
point agenda. Statehood and
constitutional safeguardsunder
the Sixth Schedule have been
thekeydemandsintheiragenda
document since 2023, he said.

He said the two issues had
been discussed extensively, in-
cludingatakey meetingon May

22thisyeat. “Inthe meetingheld
on May 22, in principle agree-
mentwasreached onimportant
concerns raised by us,” he said.

On July 7, the MHA sent the
minutes of that meeting, which
were signed by KDA and ABL
members, including Ladakh MP
Mohammad Hanifa Jan.

“This agreement includes
two main points, including the
fact that the ultimate aspiration
of the people of Ladakh is state-
hood. Inthe agreement reached,
wewere promised a unique gov-
ernance body with legislative,
executive and financial powers.
It also promised special consti-
tutional safeguards for Ladakh.
This is part of a signed docu-
ment,” Karbalai said. However,
when the group met again on
October 15, the draft presented
tothesubcommittee proposeda
“North-East Frontier Agency
(NEFA) type model”, contrary to
the discussions and the docu-
mentsigned by thememberson
July7, he said.

The KDA said the draft did
not address constitutional safe-
guards or legislative powers,
placingeverythingunder Article
240.“Under this, all powersexist
with the LG by the President of
India,” Karbalai said.




Neha Bora refuses to sign
peace bond, calls it a move
to curb democratic dissent

Suruchi Kumari
NEW DELHI

All India Students’ Associa-
tion (AISA) president Neha
Bora on Saturday refused
to sign a peace bond, say-
ing it would amount to sur-
rendering the right to de-
mocratic dissent, a day
after the Delhi High Court
dismissed her plea chal-
lenging a police notice di-
recting her to provide a
personal bond of 10,000
with one surety.

The Special Executive
Magistrate (SEM) court
fixed October 29 as<the
next date of hearing in.the
case.

Ahead of ~her appea-
rance before the SEM at 2
p.m., Ms. Bora said the use
of peace bonds to prevent
protests was an attempt to
curb democratic dissent.

Issued on October 17 un-
der Section 126 of the Bha-
ratiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita (BNSS), the notice
required Ms. Bora to ap-
pear before the SEM on Oc-

Neha Bora

tober 19 and show cause as
to why she should not exe-
cute a personal bond of
310,000, with one surety,
to maintain peace during
the inquiry.

However, Ms. Bora then
moved the Delhi High
Court to challenge the not-
ice. The court dismissed
her plea on Friday.

“This fight against the
misuse of peace bonds is
part of our fight against the
SIR and for Gyanesh Ku-
mar’s resignation,” the Al-
SA leader said, referring to
the ongoing agitation

against the special inten-
sive revision (SIR) of electo-
ral rolls and the demand
for the removal of the Chief
Election Commissioner.

“As we take this move-
ment forward, it is impor-
tant for it to sustain and
fight so that peaceful de-
monstrations are not de-
clared a breach of peace.
The peace bond, as it has
been executed and inter-
preted today, will not be
signed by the AISA. It will
not be signed by me,” Ms.
Bora said.

Threats at police station
The AISA alleged that a
group of over 50 people
gathered outside the Man-
dir Marg police station,
raising slogans against Ms.
Bora and threatening vio-
lence as the student leader
arrived for the hearing. Ac-
cording to the organisa-
tion, the group occupied
the entrance, prompting
the police to escort Ms. Bo-
ra inside under protection,
after about an hour.




Mob torches police station, vandalises State
BJP chief’s house amid protests in Arunachal

Press Trust of India
ITANAGAR

Amid protests against the
proposed 11,200-MW Siang
Upper Multipurpose Pro-
ject in Arunachal Pradesh,
a mob torched a National
Hydroelectric Power Cor-
poration (NHPC) office and
a police station and vandal-
ised the residences of three
political leaders, including
that of the State Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) chief in
East Siang district, a senior
officer said on Saturday.

Several police person-
nel were injured after prot-
esters allegedly hurled
stones at them in Pasighat,
the officer added.

The agitators vandalised
the residences of BJP-State
unit president and former
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Security personnel deployed after a protest turned violentin
Pasighat, East Siang district, on Saturday. ANI

MLA Kaling Moyong and
Pasighat West legislator Ni-
nong Ering. The house of
MLA"Oni Panyang was also
ransacked.

Expressing concern

Arunachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Pema Khandu de-
scribed the incidents as re-

grettable and called upon
all sections of society to
maintain peace.

According to a state-
ment issued by the Chief
Minister’s Office (CMO),
Mr. Khandu said a 12-hour
bandh in Siang, Upper
Siang and East Siang dis-
tricts over the power pro-

ject remained largely
peaceful on Friday. Howev-
er, violence erupted in Pa-
sighat after the bandh end-
ed and continued until
3.30 a.m. on Saturday.

On concerns surround-
ing the power project, Mr.
Khandu reiterated that the
State  government re-
mained open to discus-
sions with all organisations
and associations.

In the wake of the vio-
lence, the East Siang dis-
trict administration has im-
posed restrictions on
public gatherings, proces-
sions and the carrying of
weapons in Pasighat, Mebo
and Ruksin amid appre-
hensions of further vandal-
ism, arson and a possible
breach of law and order, of-
ficials said.



INDIA bloc to hold
‘public impeachment
proceeding’ of CEC

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Congress general secretary
(organisation) K.C. Venu-
gopal said on Saturday that
the INDIA bloc is set to
hold a “public impeach-
ment proceeding” of Chief
Election = Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar on Octob-
er 30. Mr. Venugopal’s post
on X comes as-the Opposi-
tion is stepping up its de-
mand for the removal of
Mr. Kumar from the post.

Article 324 (5) of the
Constitution deals with the
removal of the CEC in a like
manner and grounds as a
judge of the Supreme
Court while the term im-
peachment (Article 61) is
reserved for the Presi-
dent’s office.

s

K.C. Venugopal

“After this Public Im-
peachment, we will hold a
Dilli Chalo march against
Vote Chori culminating at
Ramlila Maidan on Novem-
ber 1, where at least a mil-
lion concerned citizens
will participate,” said Mr.
Venugopal. He added that
Congress president Malli-
karjun Kharge has reached
out to all INDIA bloc par-
ties and requested their
leaders and members to be
present in Delhi.



Ethanol procurement tender
triggers feedstock concerns

As rice gains ground over maize, the competing concerns highlight the challenge facing the

ethanol procurement framework: balancing the availability and cost of different feedstocks.

M. Soundariya Preetha
COIMBATORE

he Oil Marketing
TCompanies’
(OMCs) latest etha-

nol procurement tender
for Ethanol Supply Year
(ESY) 2026-27 has trig-
gered concerns among
grain-based ethanol pro-
ducers and sections of the
sugar industry over feed-
stock pricing, allocation
priorities and the potential
implications for the sector.

The tender sets procure-
ment prices at ¥60.32 a
litre for surplus foodgrains
(SFG), with a stated cap.of
108 crore litres for thefirst
three quarters; 364 a litre
for damaged foodgrains
(DFG); and %66 a litre for
maize, plus an additional
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According to industry estimates, DFG-based ethanol allocation
during ESY 2025-26 was approximately 60 crore litres. REUTERS

32.79a'litre. While ethanol
produced from sugarcane
juice, sugar syrup and B-
heavy molasses has been
excluded, C-heavy molass-
es-based ethanol remains
eligible for procurement.
The Grain Ethanol Ma-
nufacturers  Association
(GEMA) has argued that

the tender places a dispro-
portionate burden on rice-
based feedstocks, particu-
larly SFG and DFG, while
potentially weakening
maize’s role as an indus-
trial feedstock.

The pricing differential
has also created uncertain-
ty over how procurement

demand will be distributed
among the different feed-
stock categories.

According to industry
estimates, DFG-based etha-
nol allocation during ESY
2025-26 was approximate-
ly 60 crore litres. For ESY
2026-27, the industry anti-
cipates that the allocation
could exceed 700 crore
litres. C.K. Jain, president
of GEMA, said a balanced
ethanol policy must sup-
port viable production
from both maize and rice,
with procurement prices
reflecting their different
cost structures and alloca-
tions providing reasonable
visibility to producers.

He added that the go-
vernment and OMCs
should review the pricing
and allocation framework.



Iran vows ‘apocalyptic
war’ if U.S. strikes again

U.S. will not be allowed to enter Persian Gulf and any attack will ‘decide the fate’ of other nations

in the region, says Iran; the warning comes amid Washington’s purported plan to resume strikes

Stanly Johny

ran said on Saturday
l that U.S. warships

would not be allowed
to enter the Persian Gulf
and warned that any attack
by the U.S. and Israel
would have repercussions
beyond the country, amid
reports that Washington
was considering resuming
air strikes.

“Preserving the coun-
try’s [territorial] integrity
and safeguarding its na-
tional and religious identi-
ty are among the most im-
portant responsibilities of
the Iranian nation today;”
Brig. Gen. Hossein Moheb-
bi, a spokesperson for'the
Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps (IRGC), said
in Tehran.

If attacked, Iran “will
achieve absolute victory in
this apocalyptic war”, he

U.S. Navy aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln arrives at Naval Air
Station:North Island in San Diego, California, on October 8. AFP

added, according to the
state-run Press TV. He also
said the war would “decide
the fate” of other nations
in the region, referring to
Persian Gulf monarchies.

In the first and second
phases of the war, Iran had
retaliated by striking U.S.
bases and energy facilities
in Gulf kingdoms.

In a separate statement,
Maj. Gen. Ali Abdollahi,
Chief of the General Staff of
Iran’s Armed Forces, said
U.S. naval forces are no
longer capable of ap-
proaching the Persian Gulf
waters. “The U.S. Presi-
dent [Donald Trump] must
only dream of their mili-
tary and army entering the

Ghalibaf to skip
BRICS meet amid
medicine row

NEW DELHI

Amid a row between India and
Iran over air route for transport
of medicines, the Iranian
Embassy here said on Saturday
that Mohammad Bagher
Ghalibaf, the Islamic Republic’s
Speaker, will not participate in
BRICS Parliamentary Forum
meeting next week. » PAGE 11

Persian Gulf again. They
will take this wish to their
graves,” Gen. Abdollahi
said. “We will under no cir-
cumstances and at no time
allow rusty U.S. military
vessels to enter the Persian
Gulf”

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10




Iran vows ‘apocalyptic
war’ if U.S. strikes again

Mr. Trump, who, along with Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, started the war against Iran
on February 28, 2026, had said on several occa-
sions that the U.S. had destroyed Iran’s military
capabilities. “If Iran’s military capabilities have
been eliminated, then why have U.S. warships and
military forces not dared approach the Strait of
Hormuz or Iran’s maritime and land borders,”
asked Gen. Abdollahi.

The comments by Iranian militaryofficers
came after U.S. and Israeli media reported that
both countries have drawn up plans to resume
strikes against the Islamic Republic. On Friday,
U.S. Ambassador to Tiirkiye, Tom Barrack, said in
an interview that the U.S, could strike Iran within
days. “Could there be astrike this weekend? Abso-
lutely,” said Mr. Barrack.

The U.S. has imposed a blockade on Iranian
ports preventing the country from exporting oil,
its major source of revenue. Iran has closed the
Strait of Hormuz, but U.S. officials have claimed in
recent ‘weeks that the southern transit route
through the strait, protected by the U.S. Navy, is
open for commercial traffic. But despite the U.S.
claims, Brent crude prices jumped on Friday to hit
$117 a barrel.

Iranian officials have warned in recent days
that they would retaliate by targeting Persian Gulf
countries in the event of renewed attacks. Mohsen
Rezaei, Secretary General of Iran’s powerful Se-
curity Council, told Press TV last week that fibre
optic cables in the Gulf that carry Internet traffic
could be targeted if Iran is attacked. At least seven
important undersea data cables run through or
near the Strait of Hormuz, connecting countries
in the Gulf and South Asia.



DEMONSTRATIONS ALSO RATTLE NEIGHBOURING BELGIUM AND ITALY

Violence flares in Paris after largely
peaceful protests across France

Over 4 lakh people
took partin stir
across the country:

Interior minister

Reuters
Paris, October 24

HUNDREDS OF thousands of
demonstrators marched in
France on Saturday, with
largely peaceful rallies giving
way toclashes in Paris and Mar-
seille as night fell despite a huge
security operation aimed at
preventing a repeat of last
week's unrest.

The Interior Ministry said
4,10,000 people took part in
protests nationwide, though
unions said the true figure was
twice as high. The main dem-
onstration took place in Paris,
where around 1,10,000 people
marched on the southeastern
fringes of the capital, denounc-
ing rising living costs and grow-
ing inequality.

The atmosphere deterio-
rated sharply after the rally
ended. Riot police fired tear gas
and water cannon to disperse a
group of around 500 hooded
youths who hurled stones at of-
ficers, a security official said.

Police stand guard amid clashes during a demonstration organised by labour unions across France,
in Marseille on Saturday. geuters

In Marseille, youths
draggeddarge metal sheets to
blockastreetset fire to rubbish
bins, ‘andvhurled rocks and
bottlesat riot police.

Clashes also flared in Lyon,
Bordeaux and Grenoble, while
police fired volleys of tear gas at
demonstrators in Clermont-
Ferrand, Lille, Nantes and Nice.

However, the violence was
still less intense than a week

ago, when looters and vandals
went on the rampage in a
number of French cities.

Authorities deployed 70,000
police officers and gendarmes,
10,000 more than a week ear-
lier, after conceding they had
underestimated the scale of the
unrest on October 17.

"We have to be ultra, ultra
responsive," Interior Minister
Laurent Nunez told reporters

on Saturday, accusing far-left
activists and criminal gangs of
seeking to foment violence.
Business groups urged re-
tailers to remain closed after
thousands of shops and busi-
nesses were damaged or looted
across France last weekend.
"There are hardly any cus-
tomers, so it's not really worth
staying open," said Oskar, man-
agerof aKitonboutique in Paris.

On Saturday Belgian police
used tear gas and pepper spray
asthey clashed in Brussels with
anti-government demonstra-
tors, while protests took place
in a number of Italian cities for
asecond weekend.

Leftist leaders in France de-
nounced agovernment move to
limit the number of authorised
marches in many cities, as well
asalast-minute decision toshift
the Paris event tothe southeast-
ern fringes of the capital.

Hard-left leader Jean-Luc
Melenchon, who joined the
Paris rally, hailed what he
called a "magnificent mass dis-
play of collective discipline and
self-restraint".

He predicted the protests
would continue until President
Emmanuel Macron, whose
mandate expires next year, ad-
dressed the social malaise in
France, one of the world's ri-
chest nations but with a grow-
ing debt mountain that has
alarmed investors.

“Given the current situ-
ation, I think he will come to
understand that this will
happen again every week.
There is still time for (Macron)
to give in. After that, the only
thing left to him will be the exit
door,” Melenchon told re-
porters.



17 killed in Saudi strikes, say Houthis;
coalition intercepts 2 missiles: Riyadh

Agence France-Presse
RIYADH

Yemen’s Houthis launched
fresh attacks on Saudi Ara-
bia and the seat of Yemen’s
internationally recognised
government in Aden on Sa-
turday after blaming the
kingdom for strikes that
the Iran-backed group said
killed 17 people.

The Saudi-led coalition
said it had intercepted two
missiles targeting cities
Taif and Yanbu in the king-
dom’s west.

Over the past 24 hours,
the Yemeni fighters said
they targeted three Saudi
airports, energy installa<
tions, and an air base.

Airports targeted
Military spokesman Yahya
Saree said the group

Amid debris: The'site ofan airstrike, reportedly carried out by
Saudi Arabia, in Yemen’s Houthi-held capital Sanaa. AFp

launched missiles at King
Khalid International Air-
portinRiyadh, the airports
in Dammam and Najran.
The group launched at-
tacks on the Khamis Mush-
ait air base as well as
“crude oil pumping sta-
tions and the crude oil pi-
peline from east to west”.

The Saudi civil defence
agency said it had also res-
ponded to falling debris in
the Mecca and Medina re-
gions on Saturday after in-
tercepting two Houthi mis-
siles.

The Houthis denied tar-
geting the cities, the two
holiest in Islam, calling the

Saudi claim a “huge lie”.
The Houthis also fired at
the Yemeni city of Aden,
the interim seat of the Sau-
di-backed  government,
saying they targeted a na-
val base and military camp
overseen by Saudi forces.

The fresh attack claims
came after the Houthis’ Al-
Masirah TV channel ac-
cused the kingdom of
deadly strikes in Yemen.

The broadcaster said a
strike on a house in Sanaa
killed at least four people,
another at a residential
building killed eight and
another outside the city of
Hodeida killed five from
the same family.

Saudi Arabia has come
under attack from Yemen’s
Houthis in recent weeks as
part of the latter country’s
revived civil war.




Palestinians flee Hebron as Israel
launches ‘collective punishment’

Around 1,200 Palestinians displaced in Hebron after the IDF launched a major military offensive following the killing of

two soldiers, says official; NGO says Israel has made 70 arrests; Netanyahu says Palestinian Authority in for a ‘big surprise’

Reuters
JERUSALEM

he Israeli military
T forced around
1,200 Palestinians

to leave their homes in He-
bron in the occupied West
Bank, a Palestinian official
said on Saturday, a day af-
ter a Palestinian attack
killed two Israeli soldiers.
Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu on
Friday had said the mili-
tary would launch a large-
scale operation after the
soldiers were killed when
two Palestinian gunmen
opened fire at a military
checkpoint near the city.
The Israel Defence Forc-
es (IDF) said the gunmen
were shot dead. They also

Ghost town: A photo of empty buildings after Palestinians were
forced to leave the Ein Deir Baha neighbourhood in Hebron. AFp

said the operation. in the
Al-Jaladah-and Ein Deir Ba-
ha neighbourhoods near
the military checkpoint at
the “entrance of Hebron
was to search for militants
and weapons.

In a statement, it also

said the military would car-
ry out demolitions.

The Palestinian Authori-
ty criticised the operation
as a “collective
punishment”.

Yousef Zouhair Al-Jaba-
ri, the head of Hebron’s

municipality, said around
1,300 faced losing their
homes in addition to the
1,200 already displaced.

Motivated by polls

He also said the Israeli op-
erations were motivated by
parliamentary elections on
Tuesday when Mr. Neta-
nyahu’s right-wing coali-
tion may lose his majority,
opinion polls show.

“Mr. Netanyahu and the
radical Ministers in his go-
vernment are trying to win
as many votes as possible
from the settlers, Mr. Al-Ja-
bari said.

The non-governmental
organisation the Palesti-
nian Prisoners’ Club said
Israeli forces had arrested
around 70 Palestinians.

Mr. Netanyahu declined
to answer directly when he
was asked if he would dis-
mantle the Palestinian
Authority but said he fa-
voured “ruse and
surprise”.

“We transformed the
Middle East [West Asia]. I
said that we would change
things and we have,” he
told i24News in an inter-
view conducted late
Friday.

“There is a very big sur-
prise for the Palestinian
Authority as well.”

There is no evidence
that the Palestinian Auth-
ority had any involvement
in Friday’s attack. Mr. Neta-
nyahu has linked the assai-
lants to Hamas.

(With inputs from AFP)



Amd row over air route, Iran
Speaker to skip BRICS meet

Statement follows reports that India did not allow Iran Air to transport medicines to Tehran; India
says Iran can take delivery via a third country; humanitarian aid not subject to sanctions, says Iran

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

he Speaker of the
I Islamic Consulta-
tive Assembly of

Iran, Mohammad Bagher
Ghalibaf, will not partici-
pate in the BRICS Parlia-
mentary Forum meeting to
be held here on October 26
and 27, the Embassy of Iran
announced on Saturday.
This comes in the wake of
reports that India refused
to allow a shipment of
medicines to be transport-
ed to Tehran by Iran Air.
India insists that Iran is
free to take delivery of
such medical consign-
ments through a third
country like Armenia, as
Indian airports and air op-
erators would otherwise
face U.S. sanctions.
Iranian officials, howev-
er, argued that “humani-
tarian assistance”.is not
under any international
sanction and that India
should operationalise the
bilateral air route “on
priority basis” for humani-
tarian support to a fellow
BRICS member country.
They also claimed that
some temperature-sensi-
tive medication had be-
come unusable after tran-
sport  through  third

Iran Air managing director TaherAbdolhay said that the airline had
failed to get permission toifly medicines from India. FILE PHOTO

countries.

“The Embassy. of the Is-
lamic Republic-of Iran in
New Delhi wishes to in-
form. that, due to certain
unforeseen circumstance,
H.E. Dr. Mohammad Bagh-
er Ghalibaf, Speaker of the
Islamic Consultative As-
sembly of Iran, will be un-
able to attend the Meeting
of Speaker of the Parlia-
ments of BRICS Member
Countries in New Delhi,”
the Embassy said in its
statement, adding that an
Iranian parliamentary de-
legation would participate
in the event.

“As one of the members
of BRICS, Iran reaffirms its
commitment to active and
effective participation at

the highest levels in the
summits and meetings of
the grouping,” the Embas-
sy of Iran said on Saturday.
The problem initially
came to light on October 19
when Iran Air managing di-
rector Taher Abdolhay re-
vealed at a press confe-
rence in Tehran that the
airline had failed to get per-
mission to fly medicines
from India and Singapore.

Fear of U.S. sanctions

Official sources in Delhi,
however, argued that the
cancellation of Mr. Ghali-
baf’s visit was not connect-
ed to the bottlenecks fac-
ing the supply of Indian
medicines to Iran. Officials
said that Indian pharma-

ceutical companies have
been sending medicines to
[ran” through third coun-
tries like Oman and
Armenia.

“Even during the peak
of the conflict, medicines
from the Indian market
were flown to Armenia and
from there they were dri-
ven to Iran in trucks,” a
source said, indicating that
most major Iranian airlines
are facing U.S. Treasury
sanctions and that Indian
airport operators could
face difficulties if they were
found hosting sanctioned
Iranian airlines.

The Hindu was told that
the best option for Iran is
to fly Indian medicines and
pharmaceutical items to
countries like Armenia
from where they can be
driven over the Iranian
border. “It is for Iran to de-
cide how they want to get
the deliveries. On our end,
we are fully ready to sup-
ply,” the official said.

Responding to The Hin-
du, an Iranian official
source said that there are
challenges in sending per-
ishable items like medi-
cines through a combina-
tion of long haul flights,
road transit through con-
flict zones, and multiple
heavy cargo loading.



