Manipur again: Three
killed, attack triggers

protests, revives fears

Jimmy Leivon
Imphal, October 19

Kkilled and three others injured
in an attack by suspected Kuki
militants near Nongshum Hils
inImphal Eastdistricton Mon-
day, raising fears of renewed vi-
olence between the two com-
munities after abrief period of
relative calm between them.
The incident occurred
around 9 am at Khongban Su-
nurok, under the jurisdiction of
Sagolmang police station. The
site of the attack lies along the
boundary between Imphal East

Women vendors protest ata
market in Imphal, Monday. ani

and Kuki-dominated Kang-
pokpi district.
The deceased have been
identified as Arubam Ronil, 35,
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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of Nongshum Mayai Leikai; Lai-
renlakpam Inaobi, 44, of Nong-
shum Awang Leikai; and Kshe-
trimayum Sushil, 32, of
Uyumpok Mayai Leikai. Sushil
reportedly succumbed to in-
juries while being taken to hos-
pital. The injured have been
identified as Meisnam Somen-
dro, 55; Bonson Khingdram, 43;
and Ngangom Suraj, 19. Allthree
are undergoing treatmeént at a
private hospital in Inaphal.
Angered by thekillings, resi-
dents from the. Nongshum area
brought two ofthe bodies to Im-
phal and placed themin frontof

the CM’s bungalow. Police later
retrieved the bodies and sent
them to the mortuary of the Re-
gional Institute of Medical

Sciences. Some Meitei civil so-
ciety organisations also called a
48-hour shutdown, prompting
businessesin the heart of the city
to close operations.

Ngangom Darasing, fatherof
one of the injitted men, Suraj,
said his son.and other villagers
had goneto the nearby hills of
Nongsfrim to collect firewood
whenr'they came under attack.
He said the villagers reportedly
noticed red ribbons tied to the
muzzles of the attackers’ guns.

Local MLA Thokchom Loke-
shor Singh alleged the involve-

ment of Kuki-Zo militants. He

alsodemanded the removal of a
Suspensionof Operationscamp
near the site of the attack. Addi-
tional DGP(Law and Order), Ma-
nipur, Lhari Dorjee Lhatoo said
Assam Rifles personnel helped
evacuatetheinjured and thede-

ceased.




Beyond the name: The fault lines

in the Centre’s Ladakh proposal

Bashaarat Masood
Srinagar, October19

IN MAY, months after violent
protests over statehood left four
dead and 44 injured in Ladakh,

the Union Home Ministrvanda
sub-committee negotiating con-

stitutional safeguards appeared

omaketheir reakthrough
— a customised, “first-of-its-
kind” body under Article 371.
Thetwosidesseemedtobemov-
ingtowards consensus, with the
Centre proposing a unique

Union Territory-level body
under Article 371(K), requiring

Parliament’s approval.
ButtheOctober1Smeetingin
Leh exposed how far apart the
two sides remain. After several
hours of negotiations, talks ap-
peared to have stalled, with both
sides blaming the other for the
lack of progress. While Ladakh
Chief Secretary Ashish Kundra
said the talks were “somewhat
stuck on the guesti e
name”, the region’s represen-
tatives called the proposal “un-
satisfactory and unacceptable’s
citing fundamental differences
gver the proposed body’s struc-
ture, powers and constitutional

safeguards.
The Union Home Ministry’s

32-pagedraft, handed overtoLa-
dakh’s leaders on October 15,
proposed a Union Territory-
level elected body under an ar-

rangement involving Article
371(K), while rulingoutalegisla-

ture on the lines of Jammu and
ir. The leaders rej it
following dav. citing “signifi-
cant gaps” between the two
sides’ positions. Two days later,
the Ladakh administration ac-
cused the leaders of dismissing
the draft as “worthless within
two hours”.

"We had provided themwith
the draft. The expectation was
that they would study itand tell
us how to proceed. Unfortu-
nately, that is not what hap-
pened. The officials come from
Delhi. They had worked very
hard to prepare these docu-
ments over 3-4 weeks, and they
had done so in good faith,” La-
dakh Chief Secretary Ashish
Kundra said. “Ttwas said thatho-
thing had been offefed.and that
there were noprovisions forcon-
stitutional safeguards.” Ladakh’s
leaders, however, say Kundra
was “comtfusing their reactionto
the presentation with their reac-
tion tothe draft proposal”.

“They(Home Ministry) gave
a presentation during the meet-
ing. We expressed our dissatis-
faction with what was said
there," said Sajad Hussain, co-
chairman of the Kargil Demo-
cratic Alliance (KDA), which rep-
resents Kargil. The Apex Body
Leh (ABL) represents Leh. "We
got the draft proposal in the
night. When the leaders of Leh
and Kargil, together with our
legal and constitutional experts,
studied it, we realised it was un-

acceptable.”

Kundrasaid Ladakh’s repre-
sentatives had scaled down their
demands for Sixth Schedule
status and statehood, agreeing

instead to constitutional safe«
guards under Article 371(K) and,
body. He ruled out adegislature
onthelinesof Jammu and Kash-
mir._making {he proposed
body’s naturé and'powers a kev
sticking point.

“Several“issues were dis-
cussed:The first concerned the
nameofthe proposed body. The
Central Government suggested
several names, such as 'Union
Territory-level Frontier Agency,
along with four or five other
possible names. It was also
stated that any other name
could be suggested. The dis-
cussion became somewhat
stuck on the question of the
name," Kundra said.

The Ladakh leaders, he said,
hadsuggested callingitalegisla-
‘Ture or an assembly. - We said

that this matter had y
Deen decided. Ladakh was

neither going t

nor a Union Territory with a
legislature. Instead, asuigeneris
model was being developed—a
unique modelsuited toLadakh's
aspirations and demands,” he
said

The press conference came
amid growinguneasein Ladakh

overthetalks. “Theywanttocre
ateconfusionamongthe people
but they will not succeed be
cause the people don't trus
them,” Chering Dorjay Lakrook
chairman of the Apex Body Lel
(ABL),said. "Theysay peopleare
not with us. We have shown i
several times how many people
are with us. The fact is tha
people are not with them, anc
that'swhytheyhadtogetschoo
children and governmentem
ployees when the Prime Min
ister had to inaugurate the air
port”.

Lakrook says the Centre ha

backtracked on promises mad

m Nﬁy and has not responaec

positively to any of the sever
points put forward by the
and KDA, including its sugges
tions for the name of the electec
body and its head.

“We had suggested it shoulc
be called the Assembly of La
dakh. There could have been ¢
little bargammg_and_mmnk
have been call Iy
of UT Ladakh, Similarly, we hac

suggested the chief minister"

name for the head of the electec
body," Lakrook said.

While Ladakh’s leaders wan
clear constitutional guarantees
Kundrasaysnoteve “
be written in the constitutiona

amendment” and that a separ
ate regulation will be_mad¢
under Article 240.

PUBLIC NOTICE
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rasrespect forlaw’: CJP’s Ranka,

Das will spend 2 more daysinjail

Pragynesh
New Delhi, October 19

COCKROACH JANTA Party’s
co-convenors Saurav Das and
Ashutosh Ranka are set to
spend two more days in Tihar
Jail after a Special Executive
Magistrate (SEM) court on
Monday extended theirjudicial
custody.

The order signed by SEM
Ritu Raj, an ACP-rank officer
with the Delhi Police, said that
Rankaand Das’s conduct does-
n’t inspire “confidence”, and
that he found that the Ranka
and Das have “no respect for
law” and have habitually called
for protests at de-notified site.

The hearing at the SEM
Court at Mandir Marg police
station began at about 2 pm.
During the hearing, the SEM

ments. Asurety isa personwho
takes responsibility for an ac-
cused to present him in court
when asked if they are out on
bail.

The order came after the
five-day judicial custody of the
duo ended on Monday. They
were arrested on October 13 for
allegedly trespassing in the
Jantar Mantar area, which was
denotified as a protest site last
week, and disturbing peace.
One of the two cases filed
against them following the ar-
rest last week has now been
transferred to the Crime
Branch, said officers.

'On Monday, the Delhi Police
had sought five more days of
judicial custody, arguing that
they are “apprehensive” that
the duo mightagain givea pro-
test call. Anofficer told The In-
dian Express that the “appre-
hension” is specifically
heightened considering secur-
ity concerns around the festive
season.

The legal representatives of
Ranka and Das, during the
hearing, claimed that there
have been no fresh protest calls

from theirside, so there was no
reason to deny them bail.

“It is disappointing. The
court has itself said that they
don’t deem a person to be sent
to judicial custody, and that's
why they ask for judicial cus-
tody. They keep rejecting
sureties, and today we got
sureties from people in Delhi.
And now they have said that
the photos are not matching,
and that's why they have been
sent to judicial custody. They
have not given any protest
calls...” advocate Abhik Chimni
told reporters.

As per the order, two per-
sons acted as the surety for
Rankaand Das. For one person,
the SEM court said that the
photograph of the person did
not match with the Aadhaar
card. For the other person, the
courtsaid thatbasic detailslike
parentage were not there.

On October 13, agroup of 14
— including Ranka, Das and
CJP’s national organisation in-
charge Ajinkya Shinde — alleg-
edly came through a narrow
lane behind the JD(U) office,
climbed overalocked iron gate
and entered Jantar Mantar,

cy. The second was
registered at Parliament Street.
The first one, filed on the basis
of a complaint by represen-
tatives of the JDU office at Jan-
tar Mantar protest site at CP po-

consp

lice station, has been
transferred to the Crime
Branch.

Apolice officersaid that itis
“unprecedented” thata case of
trespass has been transferred to
a high-profile investigative
agency like the Crime Branch.

“But maybe it's because it
happened in a high security
area,” said the officer.

Neha Bora moves Hi

Sohini Ghosh
New Delhi, October 19

NEHA BORA, president of the
All India Students’ Association
(AISA), moved the Delhi High
Courton Monday, challenginga
Tiotice Dy the Special EXecutve

%M! asking EEE 10
show cause why she should nat
execute a peace bond given thie
IElhood oTher IndelgTnis
“breach of peace”.

“Tnher plea, Neha deséribed
the police notice afid thedirec-

tionto asa
“colourable of preven-
tive ﬁpﬂcﬂ‘ul
L Ry
material.

OnQectober 16, Neha was de-
tained at Mandi House while
oither way to the “Lehra Do Tir-
anga” march at Connaught
Place. She was released on Oc-
tober 17 after completing formal-
ities related to her detention
under Section 65 of the Delhi Po-
lice Act, 1978, which allows po-
lice to remove someone who re-
fuses to comply with their
“reasonable directions”. Dipke
too was produced before the
SEM at Mandir Marg and re-
leased later on Saturday after sig-
ninga peace bond.

On October 17, SEM Mahesh
Kumar Meenaissued anotice di-
recting Neha to appear before
the SEM, New Delhi district, on
October 19. The notice accused
Bora of creating “nuisance by
shoutingloudly in protest” atthe
Mandi House roundabout and
of previously being “involved in
repeated protest-related activity
in and around Jantar Mantar,
New Delhi, despite prohibitory
orders163BNSS”. Italsoclaimed
she “instigated people to partici-
pate in unauthorised demon-

CJP leaders Saurav Das, Ashutosh Ranka and AISA’'s Neha Bora
have been protesting against alleged irregularities in SIR . FiLe

stration at Central Park, CP,
whichisnotadesignated protest
site, and hoist the national flag
without obtaining valid per-
mission”. Based onthese, the no-
tice ruled that “there is every
likelihood of apprehension of
breachof public peaceand tran-
quility”.

Key grounds

B Neha, represented by ad-
vocates Abhik Chimniand Pran-
jal Abrol, flagged that the notice
does notjustify the “likelihood”
of breach of peace and does not
evendisclosea period, occasion,
or event in relation to which
breach of peace is being appre-
hended by the Delhi Police. In
fact, she argued, the allegation
that she “created a nuisance by
shouting loudly in protest de-
scribes, at its highest, the exer-
cise of the freedom of speech
and assembly” and “discloses no
likelihood of a breach of the
peace”. Emphasising that the
provisions under which the no-
tice has been issued is preven-
tiveand looksonly to the future,
“it cannot be used to punish a
person for past protest or bind
her down because she may pro-
testagain”.

® The plea also termed the
police’s allegation that Neha in-

stigated people to participate in
the demonstration at Central
Park as “incorrect”, stating that
she called for a peaceful gather-
ing at Mandi House at 5 pm on
October 16, which was separate
fromthe Central Parkcall.

m She also relied on the SC’s
October 9 order dealing with
protest-related curbs, flagging
that the top court directed that
there shall be nodetention, save
by procedure established by law,

of peaceful assem-
bly. “Abond whose objectistore-
strain the petitioner from pro-
testing would operate as a prior
restraint on her fundamental
rights,” her plea argued.

®m Neha'’s plea also argued
thatwith “routine deployment”
of prohibitive orders being is-
sued “against every call of pro-
test”, such powers cannot be a
“preventive administrative
shortcut to be used whenever
protest is anticipated”. She also
highlighted powers for issuing
orders prohibiting assembly is
“meant for...immediate emerg-
ency” but “has become the
standing response to dissent,
amounting to deliberate use of
provision tocurbthe rights guar-
anteed under Articles 19(1)(a)
and 19(1)(b) (right to peaceful
protest and assembly)



Internetaccess fundamental

rightforKids: WhatSCruled

APURVA VISHWANATH

THE SUPREME COURT on October 15 held

that “the right to access and use the mter-
netisafundamental right
U nch of Justices J B Pardiwala and

K V Chandran (o

addedthatchildren, “irre-
spective of thei: 1r2_a§e. enjoy thesame rights”,
And that "the safety of our children and

their freédom are not at 0dds with each

Other. Our children are entitled to both.”

How did the question reach the
Supreme Court?
In 2024, a two-judge Bench of the Su-

preme Court comprising Justices D Y Chan-
e T P held Terviewing
orany child porn c material constitute
Tt S Proetonet

Children from Sexual Offe
e Information Technolos
even is not disseminat

Tt overturned a Madras ngE z:ourt
order that had quashed the chargesheet
against an accused, holding that down-
loading and privately viewing such ma-
terial, without publishing or transmitting
it, was not an offence. Just Rights for
Children Alliance, a coalition of NGOs,
challenged the Madras HC order before the
court and sought directions to intermedi-
aries on reporting such material.

The Supreme Court in later orders
noted platforms’ lapses in complying with
those directions, and that news reports
showed paid promotion of child sexual ex-
ploitation and abuse material (CSEAM)

ITACT

through redirect links.
While ruling on compliance with its ear-
lier ord: d

lierorders. the court considered atron
“acrossthe gillobe" oflimiting children'sac:
cess to social media “in the name of their
steg .The Bench said it “decided con-
sciously not to endorse the same.”

What did the court hold on

internetaccess?
The court cited jurisprudence recogni-
singthe r_i%t_u toaccess the internetasafun-
amental right. In Anuradha Bhasin v
Union of India (2020); athree-judge bench
held that freedom of speech and ex-
pression, and the freédomito carry on trade
or business through the internet are pro-
tected under Axticles 19(1)(a) and 19(1)(g).
In aniother ruling, Pragya Prasun v
Uniony of Indlia (2025) atwo-| )udge Bench

WZI

winsic componentofthe n@t to life”.
It also cited Cricket Association of Ben-
gal (1995), which held that Article 19(1)(a)

includes “the right to know and to receive
and impart information and ideas”.

Last week’s ruling said that “fc y
and information”.
e court’sreading of the right to access

theinternetasa fundamental rightunder-

* The court’s suggestions
®The court suggested greater emphasis®r
1 d

arental consent. guidance and
a child mode’ with accounts private by &fﬁuh.
restrictions on contacts an mes%
unknown adults, and moderation of ertising

and content. It left the modalities “to the
wisdom of the Union of Indiaf,

®The Union canalsorestrictaccess tocontent
“inherently harmful to them, sucl
content ites,” Among the court's directions

to the Unionisthe creation of a National Hash &
URL List Database for child sexual exploitation
anda use material CSEAM with entries

“a

R uman analyst
@®Forother CSEAM, removals must be reported

“within two hours from such removal”, and
complaints acknowledged “within twenty-four
hours from receipt”.

®The court also directed that the Union must
consider exemplary monetary fines, and that
Tevenue Irom COEAM offered through paywalls
mmm;gmﬁ'w-

Thetest

Any restrictionon
afundamental
righthastopassa
three-pronged
test.

o

Itmustbe
throughaduly
passed
legislation, there
mustbea
legitimate state
interest,and the
encroachmenton
rightsmustbe
proportional to
the object sought.

pinsits rejection of blanket bans or dispro-
portionate restrictions on children’s inter-
netaccess.

.measuresof proven disproportionality. No
jurisdiction has, so far, been able to dem-
onstrate that children are any safer on ac-
count of such measures,” the court said.

Thisisbecauseanyrestrictionona fun-
damental right has to pass the three-
pronged test laid down by the court. First,
the restriction must be through duly
enacted legislation; second, the law must
demonstrate a legitimate state interest that
hasanexus with the objective sought to be
achieved by Parliament; and third, and
most crucially, the encroachment on fun-
damental rights must be proportionate to
that objective.

Whatrestrictions did the
court decline?
The Bench accepted that “the internet,

The court held that safety
measures should target harmful
material and those responsible
forit, not children’s access

as it exists today, is far from safe for our

children”. But itsaid, an¥ measure for the
safety of children must irected at the

armful material and those responsible for
Wﬁ-
selves”, Keepi i i t
because of such failures “would is-

The rulingalsosaid that age-based limits
require identifyingeveryuser'sageand “con-
tinuous collection and monitoring of sensi-
tivedata”, creating “an overall disproportion-
aterisk of misuse and surveillance”.

The court also questioned the effective-
ness of such measures, "Children do not
cease 1o use tf_;e Tnternet merely because
the law prohibits them from doingso,” and
(hat ey "move o other platTarmss and

websites that are unregulated and even
more unsafe,” the court said.

Whatis the key takeaway?

e Supreme Court has held that the
righttoaccess and usethe internetisa fun-
damental right that extendsto children. It

did not rule out safeguards: it left the
Union to ae51gn aparental-consentand

child mode” framework, and said the
Omion can restrict categories of content
that are inherently harmful. The Union

Tame guidelines, amend the IT
Rules where needed and file an affidavit
before the next hearing on December 10,
2026. States enacting laws on screen time
curbs for minors will have to ensure these
restrictions remain within constitutionally
permissible limits.

On one hand, there is value i i
sin as a fundamental right. Take
the right to privacy. for instan er,

there are questions about the practical ef-
fect of the Supreme Court’s steady widen-
ing of fundamental rights. Experts believe

m%t@www
often outpace the state’s ability or willing-
o eTer Wit Tose FRlIS.LIOIISe s
ourt rulings, some argue, can be seen as
doctrinal attempts that are overlooked in
practice, especially when governments
rarely face consequences for not providing
theinfrastructure those rights presuppose.
Forexample, the Anuradha Bhasin rul-

ing on internet curbs is routinely invoked
inbreach ofits guidelines.



consent makesright

et conditional

A consent

regime makes
the father the
platform’s
compliance
officer.Fora
girlina
conservative
home, a queer
teenager, a
child being
abused by the
very adult who
holds the
Aadhaar,
‘parental
oversight’is not
a safeguard

HESUPREME Court’s October15order hasbeen read,
rightly, as a defeat for the social media ban. Justices J
B Pardiwala and K'Vinod Chandran held that access
to the internet is a fundamental right that children
share “irrespective of theirage”, that ablanket restric-
tion isnoanswer, and that keeping children offline because plat-
forms fail to remove abuse material “would be to mistake the vic-
tim for the problem”. Having spent months arguing against
Karnataka’s under-16 proposal, we can take the win. But look at
whatthe order, and everything around it, quietly agreeson.
OnSeptember 28, a bench led by the CJT heard a second peti-
tion by thesame alliance. It asked the Centre to examine whether
anyone under 18 should need a parent’s consent to open an ac-
count, and the Solicitor General said the Data Protection law’s
parental-consent model could be adopted in some other law to

doit. The Pardiwala bench recommended “parental consent, gui-
danceand oversight” with adedicated childmode. The petitioner
wantsit, the government wants it, bothtbenches want it.

The Data Protection Rules say & platform may not process a
child’s data without verifiable eonsent from a parent, and that it
must confirm the parent is anadult using “reliable details of ident-
ity and age”, with a goveriiment-notified digital locker as one
route. For every user who isa child, an adult must then produce
government-gradeproof of who they are and how old they are.
The platform keepsenough to proveit did this, and the child’sac-
count is tetheredto a named adult’s identity record for good.

Read thePardiwala order’s own warning against that. Age-
based restrictions, the bench wrote, “inevitably, always require
identifying and ascertaining the age of each and every user, con-
tinGous collection and monitoring of sensitive dataand an overall
disproportionate risk of misuse and surveillance”. Every word
appliesto parental consent as the Rulesdefineit. The only differ-
ence from a ban is that the child gets in, once an adult has been
identified on her behalf. Family mediation deepens inequalities
where the household alréady controlsthedevice and ASER 2024
shows rural girlsof 14 to 16 already own fewer phones and use so-
cialmedia lessthan boys. A consent regime makes the father the
platform’s compliance officer. For a girl in a conservative home,
aqueer teenager, a child being abused by the vervadultwho holds
the Aadhaar, “parental oversight” is not a safeguard. It isthe prob-
lem with alegal mandate behind it. Platforms can live with this,
and the state gets a verified identity layer without ever having to
pass a law that says so. And the people it costs, children and the
adults tied to their accounts, were never in the room.

The order leaves a harder route open, which is why nobody
has taken it. The bench named it in passing, accounts private by
default, no contact from unknown adults, controls on advertising
to children. These are obligations on the platform, which the
Centre canimposeunder theIT Rules. Where age mustbe known

at all, the check can return one bit, over or under, and nothing
else. And the court has asked the Centre to report on what tools
platformsactuallyuse todetect and remove abuse material. That

reportisthetest. If the answer is thin, the remedy is penalties for
the platform, not papers from the parent.

The writer is associated with Internet Freedom Foundation



U.S. SECRETARY OF STATE’S VISIT COMES AMID TENSION IN TIES OVER VISA RESTRICTIONS, TARIFF THREATS

Eve of visit, Rubio links pause on

Russia sanctions to India-US deal

‘Trying to finalise
atrade deal with
India right now...
we are very close’

RaviDutta Mishra
New Delhi, October 19

DAYS AFTER the US signed a
diesel purchase deal with Rus-
sia and announced a pause on
the Lindsey O Graham Sanc-
tioning Russia and Iran Act of
2026, United States Secretary of
State Marco Rubio on Monday
said the decision to waive Rus-
STaoilsanctions also took into
count the India-US trade
deal, which is close to con-
clusion.
Rubio’s comments come

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio at Registan Square in
Samarkand, Uzbekistan on Monday. a»

ahead of his seheduled visit to
Mumbai ofi'Euesday, where he
will be Holding talks with Exter-
nal Affaifs Minister S Jaishankar.

“We have had towaive sanc-
tionsover the past few montns,

looking at the global supplies.
fooki ngatglobal prices, and the
impact it was having on other
countries. 1 know diesel prices
are high in the United States,

» ONPAGE 2

Energy, trade, teCh on

US for the G20 leaders
mit in December, the
meeting will also lay
groundwork for his visit
isbeing
toIndia’s

Rubio’s visit to India comes
amid the tension in relations
between the two countries oy,
visa restrictions and
threats.

His meeting wi;

cuss “energy, trade and i
vestment, defence, criticaland

Accordingto the Ministry of
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2



Rubio

but they're really, really highina
bunch of other countriesaround
the world, and then we have to
manage all of these things. We're
trying to finalise a trade deal
with India right now. We're very
close to doing that. So that'sone
of the things we've taken into
consideration,” Rubio said at a
press conference in Uzbekistan.
The Lindsey O Graham
Sanctioning Russiaand Iran Act
Fave US Prestaent Donald
pthe power to target coun-
{fies importing Russian oil and
gas with up to 100% tariffs.
ubio said that every
country hasacomplexset of fac-
tors that they have to take into
account, and that for some
countries, it'sdifficulttoacquire
energy fromalternative sources.
“That'snotanexcuse, butall that
has to be balanced when you
make foreign policy,” he said;
while responding to a question.
on the waiver and itsimpact on

the Russia-Ukraine war.
“The foreign policy of the
United States, of course, takes

into account what's happening
mFet_we?\El%;sia
w&
ominated by that. It hasn't
taken into account a variety of
other factors, including our bi-
lateral relationships with other
countries, and what they realis-
tically are capable of being able
to do in terms of their own
energy supplies. You also can't
unravel the economy of other
countriesbecause ofone central
issue. So that's the complex part
of having to balance allthis,”
Rubiosaid.
Earlier, speakingin Washing-
ton over the weekénd, Rubio
had said: "Thesesanctions were

not just sanctions on Russia.
g__Efmma_fofwwes--'r
Wl
e President wantstotake

©60-day period of timetosort

ofanalyse what imposing both

sanctions and tariffs will mean
tothe global economy and even

to the US economy."
"Then you've got countries

OHarIY deiTed tha
ntari iversifie i
energy portfolio, but arestillget=
fing a substantial amount of

%om Russia @ it's
ardto pivot from oneday tothe
;ﬂ?ﬂ_‘l‘%]. ut ggreﬁanimir-
tant ally and-partner of the
nited States. 8o we need that

period of timetosort of studyall
%an@re outwhatthe ﬁ t

ination is," he said,

th the threat of 100% US
tariffs eased, India and the US
could manage to sign a deal as
both countries seem to have
reached a broad alignment on
other issues. Both the Section
and thetrade deal have resulted

ila Convergence between the
countries. The major point of dif-
ferenice remained on the use of
tariffs over India’s purchase of
Russian oil. The Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs (MEA) had said
that the government remains
committed to ensuring the na-
tion’s energy security “through

diversified sourcing and based
on evolving market dynamics”.
It had said that the proposed
legislation’simplications forthe
India-US relationship as well as
the global energy market had
been flagged in discussions with
USrepresentatives.

While Delhi had already
banned imports of goods using
forced labour following the first
US Secti i igat

India, along with o 26
countries, released a joi te-

ment earlier this month -
s“_ucﬁfﬁ‘ﬁﬂ%mm cer-
tamngeographies, particularly in
Sectors likeautomobiles, electric
veRicle, batteries, chemicals,
foundational semiconductors
and solar panels. As per the
Council on Foreign Relations,
diesel prices in the US averaged
$6.18 per gallonas of October 12,
up from $3.48 at the start of this
year, accordingtothe US Energy
Information Administration,
and higher fuel costs have
passed through to US con-
sumers.



U.S. SECRETARY OF STATE’S VISIT COMES AMID TENS

Eve of visit,
Russia

iaright now...
we are very close’

RaviDutta Mishra
New Delhi, October 19

DAYS AFTER the US signed a
diesel purchase deal with Rus-
sia and announced a pausg

¢ the decision to waive Rus- looking at the global supplies,

sia oil sanctions also took into
account the India-US trade
deal, which is close to con-
clusion.

Rubio’s comments come

"We have had towaive sanc-
tionsover the past few months,

lookingat global prices, and the
impact it was having on other
countries. I know diesel prices
are high in the United States,

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

INTIES OVER VISA RESTRICTIONS, TARIFF THREATS

iolinks pauseon
ctions to India-US deal

Energy, trade, tech on

table at meeting with

Jaishankar today

Shubhajit Roy
umbai, October 19

USSECRETARY of State Marco
Rubio’s visit to India comes
amid the tension in relations
between the two countriesover
visa restrictions and tariff
threats.

His meeting with External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar in
Mumbai on Tuesday afternoon
is being seen as an attempt to
repair ties. Indian officials said
the two sides are expected to
discuss “energy, trade and in-
vestment, defence, criticaland

emerging technologies”.
With Prime Minister Nar-

endra Modi expected to travel
fo the US for the G20 leaders

SUMMIT 1 _December,_the

feeting w1l| also lay the
ZFOUNAWOTK for his visit.
—Ffreioiceotvenue

ol venue isbeing
seen as an outreach to India’s
business elite, which isbased in
Mumbai. Returning to India
after less than five months,
Rubio will not be going to Delhi.
He will, instead, head to Jam-
nagar on Wednesday.

Accordingto the Ministry of
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2



Energy,
trade, tech

External Affairs (MEA), Rubio
willland in Mumbaion Tuesday
afternoon around 2.15 pm, and
will meet Jaishankar around 4
pm. He will also pay tribute to
the 26/11 memorial at Taj Palace
hotel and attend the US @250
event.

The visit to Jamnagar, the
seat of Reliance’s refinery, is sig-
nificant since US billionaire
Elon Musk, a strong partner of
US President Donald Trump's
administration, had alleged
that the launch of his satellite

logical partnership between the
two countries, and the impor-
tance of the resilience of supply
chains--atatimewhen Chinais
once again restricting critical
technologies.

On October 16-18, China's
Ministry of Commerce and Min-
istry of Science and Technology
jointly published a draft propo-
sal to add 40 technologies to its
list of prohibited or restricted ex-
portitems. This included artifi-
cial intelligence, solar manufac-
turing and biomedicine which
targets cell and gene therapy
technology platforms.

According-to sources, the
two sideswill also discuss ef-
forts teincrease defence sales
andeo-production, mainly in

communications company,
Starlink, was being delayed in
Indiadueto “certainoligarchs.,.
fo maintain theirmonopolistic
chokehold". "Ts Ambani théteal
bossof India,” Musk had'said in
aposton X.

Sources said\Rubio is ex-
pected to allagthe concerns of
India's business community on
the proposed trade deal between
thetwosides, and underline that
there is enough space for both
American and Indian busi-
nessestotap the potential of the
Indian market.

In this context, the energy
needs of India’s growing middle
classisacase in point—-where US
energy supply can supplement
the Russian and Gulfsuppliesto
meet the high-energy demands
in the Indian market, sources
said.

The two sides are also ex-
pected to talk about the techno-

theair and sea domains where
the US has significant techno-
logical advantages. “The two
ministers will discuss the possi-
bility of technology transfer,
which has been a major ask
from the Indian side. Also, the
twosides are lookingat how the

Make-in-India programme can

beinco ‘ ' -
fence purchases

America,” sources said.

The Rubio-Jaishankar bilat-
eral is also expected to discuss
the issue of mobility restric-
tions that have cast some
shadow on the India-US rela-
tionship. The Indian side is ex-
pected to make the pointabout
how the Indian business and
skilled professionals have con-
tributed to the US economy.

Rubio last visited Delhi in
May this year, when he at-
tended the Quad Foreign Min-
isters’ meeting.




‘Malicious’

- India

rejects OIC remarks

on Jammu & Kashmir

DivyaA
New Delhi, October 19

INDIA HAS strongly rejected a
resolution by the Organisation
ofIslamic Cooperation (OIC)on
the purported deterioration in
the humanitarian, human
rights, and security situation in
Jammu and Kashmir. It said
the 57-member bloc of Islamic
nations has allowed itself to be
“misused” by Pakistan for its
“bigoted agenda”.

In a statement on Monday;
a day after the resolution
passed during the OIC Gouncil
of Foreign Ministers’.meeting
held in Baghdadthe Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA) said,
“The references to India are
malicious, biased and false, and
have been orchestrated by Pak-
istan. We are disappointed that
the OIC has once again allowed
itselfto be misused by Pakistan
for its bigoted agenda.”

OIC’s Baghdad declaration
also maintained that the Kash-
mir issue remains an unre-
solved matter. To this, New
Delhi emphasised that the OIC
has “no locus standi what-
soever” tocommenton matters
thatarestrictly internal to India.

“The Union Territories of
J&K, and Ladakh are integral
and inalienable parts of India.
Politically motivated propa-
ganda can never alter this real-
ity,” the MEA said, adding,
“Over the past years since the
abrogation of Art 370, J&K has

seen significant economic

growth and benefits...”
THis, the MEA said, is in

“stark contrast” to the situation
inh Pakistan-occupied Jammu

and Kashmirwhere Islamabad

has “unleashed violence, re-
pression and brutality on civil-

ian protesters...".

“The only issues related to
J&K that remain to be ad-
dressed are Pakistan vacating
areas under its illegal and forc-
ible occupation and ceasing its
continued support to cross-
border terrorism,” it added.

OIC has made repeated
statements and adopted resol-

utions regar

wake of abrogation of Article

370. The most recent resolution

comes just weeks after the joint

communiqueissued by the OIC.
Contact Group on Jammu and

Kashmiron thesidelines ofthe

UN General Assembly in New

York in September 2026.
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together representatives of India and all 11
ASEAN member states. Itssignificance lies
not merely in fulfillingacommitmentbut in
addressing a gap in India-ASEAN engage-
ment. As I have argued in The Durian Fla-

By concentrating on experts, researchersand
defence professionals rather than seeking

ministerial participation, the new initiative
has the potential to sustain a more candid
and informed conversation.

The Defence Minister’s inaugural ad-
dressprovided a useful political framework.
He envisaged an Indo-Pacific in which all
countries, large and small, could “make
their own choices, protect their interests
and pursue development in peace”. The
forum’s five thematic areas reflected the
breadth of the agenda: Strategic stability
and regional geopolitics; maritime cooper-
ationamid grey-zone challenges; humani-
tarian assistance and disaster relief (HADR);
defence technology and innovation; and
defence-industrial collaboration.

My session on strategic stability and re-
gional geopolitics highlighted both conver=
gences and gaps in perception. ASEAN in~
terlocutors generally appeared lessinclined

todiscusssome of thesharper strategic ¢on:
cerns that animate Indian thinking. Forin-
stance, the South ChinaSea Code of Conduct
did not emerge spontaneouslyin the dis-,
cussion, although it was raiseddater. The
Quad was also relativelyperiphefal. This
should not be read asg@vidence of indiffer-
ence; rather, itillust Isitivities sur-
rounding strategic eompetition and the de-
sire to preserve ASEAN’s autonomy. India

The'real test of the maiden
ASEAN-India Defence Think
Tank Forum will be whether it
produces sustained engagement

Nevertheless, thereis considerable scope
for practical cooperation. HADR isan estab-
lished and relatively comfortable area for
collaboration. The maritime domain and
cyber security could provide further
opportunities for joint research and innova-
tion. Theindustrial dimension isequally im-
portant.

At the same time, the forum exposed a
widerweaknessin India’sregional outreach.
Sustained interaction requires more than
hosting conferences in New Delhi. ASEAN
intellectuals and policy specialists are regu-
larly invited to fully funded programmes by
other dialogue partners. India must com-

pete in this crowded field through consist-
entengagement, research collaboration, fel-
lowships and reciprocal institutional ex-

o
f

Therealtest ofthis maiden forumwillbe
whetheritwilllead to more thanjust another
successful conference. The Defence Minister
proposedajoint research agenda, exchanges
involving younger scholars, pilot projects,
tabletopexercises,and periodic progress re-
views. These suggestions provide apractical
roadmap. The forumshould meetregularly,
preferably biennially, with participating in-
stitutions undertaking interim work.

The writer is former ambassador to ASEAN



PRESIDENT MACRON DECLINES INTERIOR MINISTER’S OFFER TO RESIGN; MAYORS REBUKE GOVT FOR SECURITY FAILURE

France imposes curfew inriot-hit areas

Unions call for
national strikes
on November 5

Reuters
Paris, October 19

FRENCH AUTHORITIES have
issued a curfew in the
northern city of Lille from 1800
GMT on Monday until
0400 GMT Tuesday, following
aweekend of riots, a source in
Prime Minister Sebastien Le-
cornu's office said.

The curfew, which runs for
two days, also covers the cities
of Douai, Wattignies and De-
nain in northern France, the
source added.

Earlier, French PM Sebas-
tien Lecornu said he had asked
local authorities toimpose par-
tial curfews this evening follow-
ing violent protests across the
nation during the weekend.

Lecornu said he was “fully
resolved to restoring public
order” and that if declaring a
stateof emergency was deemed
necessary “we could do so”, but
added that at this stage partial
curfews seemed “more appro-
priate”. He did not say which
citieswould impose partial cur-
fews norwhat form they would
take, although he excluded im-
posing a full curfew on the
whole of Paris.

"These curfews must be
local and partial. It is out of the
question to put all of Paris
under curfew." Interior Min-

Avandali

dRolex store foll

n

g
protest, in Marseille on Monday. Reuters

ister Laurent Nunez also
told reporters during the same
press conference there were no
plans to cancel Tuesday even-
ing's Paris Saint Germain ver-
sus Barcelona soccer match.

The mayors of France's big-
gest cities on Monday de-
manded answers from the gov-
ernment to what they called.a
lack of preparation by security:
forces as the country lickedjits
wounds from aweekendofrio-
ting and looting.

President Emmanuel Mac-
ron's office said onMonday he
had turned down his Interior
Minister LauréntNunez's offer
toresign, telling him instead to
put an end to barricades and
looting and be transparent over
what Macron called "intelli-
gence and foresight failings".

duringa | day of

The mayors of Paris, Mar-
seilleand Lyon said in@joint op-
ed published by'the newspaper
Liberation thavthey were used
todemonstratiofi§and protests.

"ButonSaturday ... for the
first time; we had the feeling
tharwhole'sections of our cities
had been left without protec-
tion;” the mayors — all from the
centre-left — said. "We now
need to patch the wounds of
our cities and face up to the
anger of our residents, aghast at
this level of violence."

Marseille, one of the cities
worst hit by the riots, putin
place a ban on gatherings and
demonstrations. French
unions meanwhile called for a
new round of national strikes
and demonstrations on No-
vemberS5.

S

European governments on Monday adviséd ¢itizens travelling to France to avoid large crowds
and exercise caution, warning of a deterioration in security conditions after thousands were
arrested and shops looted in protests over the weekend. Demonstrations across France over
high prices and declining public services erupted intoriots on Saturday.

ITALY
Italy said its citizens

should u

register
their pres-

ence in Franceonaweb-
site or anapp toenable
themfo belocated, asit
wained them to avoid
large crowds and exer-
cise extreme caution.

GERMANY
The German foreign
ministry said further

riotsin -

the

coming

days couldn't be ruled
outand urged German
nationals to follow
instructions from local
police. It warned
citizens that they
could face fines or
claims fordamages
if they failed to
leave unauth-
orised

CZECHREPUBLIC
£zechsinFranceare

advised l

toavoid

demon-

strations, marches and

public gatherings, CTK

news agency reported.

The security situation in

France has deteriorated,

accordingtothe Czech
foreign affairs ministry.

NORDICS

Denmark, Sweden, Finland and Norway
haveissued advisories urging their
citizensin France to avoid
demonstrations and follow the
guidance of local authorities.

POLAND
Polandsaidinits
country

guidance

that visi- -

tors should avoid places
where demonstrations
aretaking place,
though there was no
change toits overall gui-
dance about whether
France was safeto visit.

NETHERLANDS
TheDutch government

inan
advisory
last

updated on October 7
warned travelers to
France toavoid pro-
tests.

REUTERS




Houthis strike govt

military campin

Yemen, 53 killed

Associated Press
Cairo, October 19

IRANIAN-BACKED Houthi re-
bels struck a mili for
government forces in southern
Yemen on Monday, killing at
least-S3soldiers, provincial
authorities in Shabwa said
Monday, making it one of the

deadliest attacks in the recent
surge in fighting.

The rebels fired three bal-
listic missiles on the al-Alam
military camp in the southern
province of Shabwa in an attack
thatalso wounded 200 recruits,
the Shabwa provincial govern-
mentsaid. The Iran-backed re-
bels have acknowledged targets
ing the camp in Shabwa.

Shabwa provincial govern-
ment said in a statement that
the death toll is pr&ltminary,
suggesting it may rise. It said
the recruits Were receiving
training to be part of internal
security forces.

“This bloody, treacherous at-
tack targeted new recruitsinthe
training and preparation phase
and is considered an extremely
critical military escalation and
a blatant aggression on the se-
curity and stability of Shabwa
province,” the statement said.

It called on Yemen's presi-
dent, the Saudi-led coalition and
the government toexpedite pro-
viding air defence and early
warning systems to reinforce
Shabwa’s capabilities. It also
added that it instructed two pub-
lic hospitals and other private
health facilities in the province
to provide care for the wounded
and transferthe seriously hurtto

USissues alert
over attacks
backed by Iran

US missions across West Asia
posted a security alert on Sun-
day advising their nationals to
“exercise heightened vigi-
lance,” citing Houthi attacks
against Saudi Arabia and the
potential forvIran and its
proxies te launch attacks
againstAmerican interests.
Beaware of potential flight
caneellations, airspace closures,
arid travel disruptions,” the ad-
visory said, adding that "the
hostilities have the potential to
escalate rapidly beyond thatim-
mediate area." "[ran and groups
supportive of Iran may target
otherUS interests overseasor at
locations associated with the
United States and Americans
throughout the world, includ-
ing US businesses and otherin-
stitutions," the advisory said.
The advisory came amid
heightened security concerns
in the region following drone
and missile attacks by Yemen's
Houthis on Saudi Arabia. PTI

specialised units.

Rashad al-Alimi, head of the
ruling Presidential Leadership
Council, promised a “firm re-
sponse.” He said the attack re-
flectsthe Houthis’ “approach of
resorting to cowardly terrorist
attacks whenever they face
pressures or their Iranian-
backed sabotage plots falter.”



UNDER THE PACT, NEW ZEALAND HAS COMMITTED TO INVEST $20 BILLION IN INDIA OVER THE NEXT 15 YEARS

India-New Zealand FTA kicks in,

gives eXports Zero- duty access

ENS Economic Bureau
New Delhi, October 19

INDIA-NEW Zealand trade
deal, which hassecured full tar-
iffelimination forallIndian ex-
ports to New Zealand while re-
ducing tariffs on 95% of New
Zealand’s imports into the
country, came into effect on
Tuesday. Under the pact, New
Zealand has also committed to
invest$20 billion in the country
over the next 15 years.

Ahost of Indian goods from
labour-intensive sectorssuch as
leather, footwear, apparel and
textiles will attract zero import
duty in New Zealand from Oc-
tober 20, when the India-New
Zealand FTA (free trade agree-
ment) comes into force, Com-
merce and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal said on Monday.

Headded thatsensitive sec-
tors such as dairy, onions,
chicl , peas, corn, almonds,
AFTICTATRoney, and sugar have

al.
The commerce ministry has

also notified the procedure for
allocation of Tariff Rate Quotas
(TRQ) under the trade agree-
ment. Goods under TRQ in-
clude apples, kiwi fruit, albu-
min, and Manuka honey. Goyal
said Centres of Excellence would
be set up under the agricultural
partnership in areas like apples,
kiwifruit, and honey. He said
sensitive agricultural sectors, in-
cluding dairy, would remain
protected under the agreement.

Sensitive sectors, duty
freeaccess

He said the Commerce and
Industry departments would.

work with state governmentsto
imWL__gg entepreneurs
andbusinesses abouty -
ities arising from the FTA. The
agreement was signed on April
27and ratified onSeptember 21.
Bilateral tradein goodsand ser-
vicesstands at$ 2.4 billion.

Starting tomorrow, 100%

of thé goods from every sector

in India going to New Zealand

{WITE0 there with zero duty,” he

L ¥

Several products from New Zealand will see lower tariffs. express pHoTo

said. The duty-free access is ex-
pected toimprove the competi-
tivenessof Indian exports, par-
ticularly in labour-intensive
sectors such astextiles, apparel,
leather and footwear, while cre-
ating opportunities for engin-
eering goods, pharmaceuticals,
and agricultural products.
India_and New Zealand
have little bilateral trade, atjust
$1.3 billion in 2024-25. New
Delhi’s gooas exports during
the last financial vear stood at

$7111 mllllon and_imports
7.13 million.

Even as New Zealand is one
ofthelargestproducersofdairy
products, India has maintained
its red lines on the product cat-
egory. Commerce Ministry said
the products kept in exclusion
are mainly dairy, including
milk, cream, whey, yoghurt,
cheese, and animal products,
other than sheep meat, veg-
etable products, including
onions, chana, peas, corn and

almonds, among others.
However,anumber of prod-
ucts from New Zealand will see
lower tariffs. These productsin-
clude wine, pharmaceutical
drugs, polymers, aluminium,
ironand steel articles, etc. India
has also allowed honey, apples,
kiwi fruit, and albumins, includ-
ing milkalbumin, underaTRQ.

Student mobility,
workvisas
Under the trade pact, New

Zealand has created adedicated
pathway for student mobility
and post-study work visas with
Tndia. The agreem:

numerical caps on Indian stu-
dents, guarantees a minimum
of 20 hours per week of work
during study, and provides ex-
tended post-study work oppor-
tunities-up to t
STEM Bachelor’s and Master’s
graduates, and up to four years
for Doctorate holders-creating
clear pathways for skills devel-
opment and global careers, the
ministry said.




