CISF to overhaul its administrative structure

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The revised arrange-
ments, approved by the Mi-
nistry of Home Affairs

(MHA), will come into ef-
fect on November 1, the
force said in a statement.

The objective is to im-
prove operational over-
sight, promote sector-spec-
ific  expertise, ensure
greater uniformity in se-
curity  practices <and
strengthen coordination
with the Ministries, De-

partments and installation
managements.

The CISF provides se-
curity to a wide range of es-
tablishments, including
airports, seaports, atomic
energy and space installa-
tions, power plants, power
grids, steel plants, coal
mines, petroleum and nat-
ural gas facilities, currency
note presses, government
buildings, iconic monu-
ments, and mass transit
systems.

Each sector has distinct
operational processes, in-
frastructure, potential ha-
zards, and  security
vulnerabilities.

Supervisory structure

er the review of its su-
pervisory structure, the

The revamp aims to align the force’s supervisory structure
with specific security requirements of different sectors. FILE PHOTO

To strengthen security
management at maritime
trade infrastructure, the
Western Sector (Mumbai)
and the Southern Sector
(Chennai) have been trans-
formed into the West Coast
Port Sector and the East
Coast Port Sector,

respectively.
The Department of
Atomic Energy and the De-

partment of Space Sector,
Bengaluru, Airport Sec-
tor-I, New Delhi, and Air-
port Sector-II, Bengaluru,
will continue under their

respective functional
arrangements.

The reorganisation as-
sumes significance as the
CISF’s mandate expands
beyond conventional in-
dustrial security to encom-
pass new and specialised
security responsibilities.
The force has been desig-
nated as a Recognised Se-
curity Organisation (RSO)
for port facilities under the
International Ship and Port
Facility Security (ISPS)
Code. The functional rea-
lignment of port-sector su-
pervision is expected to
support the development
of specialised port-security
expertise and coordination
with port authorities and
other stakeholders.

The CISF has also been
entrusted with security
responsibilities at high-se-
curity correctional facili-
ties in Jammu and Kashmir
and designated as the no-
dal agency for aerial secur-
ity of critical infrastruc-
ture. These responsibilities
require specialised train-
ing, clear operational ac-
countability and a coordi-
nated approach  to
emerging security
challenges.




Kuki organisation announces

‘total shutdown’ of highway
in Manipur after attacks

Rahul Karmakar

GUWAHATI

At least one person, a
Kuki villager, and several
were injured and at least 15
houses were torched in at-

tacks that continued till Sa-
turday night.

The WCKCSO_accused

Naga extremists of attack-

SP transferred

Meanwhile, ‘the Manipur

government replaced Tho-
lu Rocky with Jay Barange
as the Superlntenaent of
Police of Kamjong district.

The Manipur Naga
Youth Organisation con-
demned the State authori-

ties for transferring Mr.
Rocky, allegedly at the in-

sistence of Kuki MLA Kim-
neo Hangsing. The organi-
sation alleged that Ms.
Hangsing urged Chief Mi-
nister Yumnam Khem-
chand Singh to transfer Mr.
Rocky as he was a Naga,
while “turning a blind eye”
to Kuki police personnel al-
legedly involved in the May
13 Konsakhul (Kangpokpi
district) kidnapping and
killings.




Oil firms bar ethanol from
sugar for blending in fuel

and

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The tender, issued on
October 16 by Bharat Pe-
troleum Corporation Ltd.
(BPCL) on behalf of oil

marketing companies
(OMCs), seeks bids for
around 11 billion litres of
ethanol for the supply year
beginning in November to
meet the requirement of
doping 20% ethanol.in pe-
trol. It cuts the dncentive
for maize-based ethanol,
lowering the procurement
price to ¥68.86 a litre from
X71.86.

The government has issued directions that sugar diversion for
ethanol be reduced tozero foryear 2026-27. GETTY IMAGES

ment. The reduction in the
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The restrictions mark a
shift in feedstock sourcing
for the ethanol-blended
petrol programme, which
has relied on both grain-
based and sugar cane-
based ethanol to reduce
crude oil imports and cut
vehicle emissions.

The tender allows bids
for ethanol produced from

r,” 1t

maize, broken rice, sur-
plus rice procured by the
Food Corporation of India
(FCI), and C-heavy molass-

es, according to the docu-

Aol fiomthegiain, even as

the exclusion of sugar-
based feedstocks increases
the importance of alterna-
tive raw materials.

The move comes amid
concerns over domestic su-
gar availability and rising
prices after poor rainfall in
key sugar-producing
States, including Maha-
rashtra and Karnataka,
raised the risk of lower out-
put. India, the world’s lar-
gest sugar consumer, has
increasingly used ethanol
blending to reduce its de-

pendence on imported
crude oil. However, divert-
ing sugar cane and sugar
for fuel production can
compete with supplies
available for food con-

sumption, particularly
when output is
constrained.

The latest tender stress-
es the government’s effort
to balance its energy-secur-
ity objectives with the
need to maintain adequate
sugar supplies and contain

domestic prices. (fidialhas)

Ethanol is produced
from agricultural feed-
stocks, including sugar-
cane and grains, and

blended with petrol to dis-
place a portion of fossil
fuel consumption.




French police arrest 1,800 after
violent clashes, looting mar protests

Authorities say masked groups set fires and attacked public buildings in several regions; flames engulf the 19th-century City

Hall in Limoges, ‘causing its roof to collapse’; US. President says that ‘France is burning!, linking the unrest to immigration

Associated Press \
PARIS :

Police officers charge at rioters on Place de la Republique during a
protest against the ‘high cost of living’ in Paris on Saturday. AFp

Authorities said masked
groups on Saturday set
fires and attacked public
buildings, including city
halls, in several cities.

In Limoges, a city in
central France, flames en-
gulfed the 19th-century Ci-
ty Hall, causing its roof to

French President Em-
manuel Macron, after an
emergency meeting with
top government officials
on Sunday afternoon, said
“nothing justifies” the “un-

bridled” violence seen in
nationwide cost of living
protests this weekend.
“Tonight, we all feel an-
ger and shame,” Mr. Ma-
cron said in an address to
the nation, adding that
there must be a distinction
between protesters with
“legitimate demands” with
“those who destroyed,
smashed, and looted”.

About 5,50,000 people
took part in protests across
France, according to auth-
orities, while organisers
counted about 8,00,000.
More than 500 police offic-
ers, gendarmes, and fire-
fighters were injured, Mr.
Nunez said. One person
died of a heart attack, the
Paris police said.




‘Drove away Chinese
vessels involved in
maritime harassment’

Agence France-Presse
TAIPEI

A Taiwan Coast Guard ship
patrols around Taiwan’s
Kinmen islands. REUTERS

and southwestern coas-
tlines, and around Pratas.
Some. of the Chinese ves-
sels entered Taiwan’s res-
tricted waters.

statement.
The locations were. off
Taiwan’s eastern, southern

Fire at St. Petersburg
oil refineries after
Kyiv launches drones

Associated Press
KYIV

Ukrainian attacks set an oil
export terminal ablaze in
St.. Petersburg on Sunday,
as Kyiv launched more
than 1,000 drones across
Russia in one of its largest
ever aerial bombardments.

One person was killed
and five more were wound-
ed in the attack, which
sparked fires at both the
Petersburg Oil Terminal
and the city’s Ruchi oil de-
pot, said local governor
Alexander Beglov.

Russia’s Ministry of De-
fence said on Sunday that
its forces had destroyed

1,015 Ukrainian drones ov-
er 15 Russian regions, as
well as the annexed Ukrai-
nian peninsula of Crimea
and the Black Sea.

Kremlin spokesperson
Dmitry Peskov told Rus-
sian state news agnecy
Tass that Kyiv was “resist-
ing” Moscow’s invasion,
but that Ukraine could not
“change the current course
of events”.

Meanwhile, a woman
died and at least two other
people were wounded, in-
cluding a 6-year-old girl, af-
ter Russia launched two at-
tacks on the southern
Ukrainian city of Zapo-
rizhzhia, officials said.



MACRON VOWS TO HOLD ACCOUNTABLE THOSE WHO 'SOUGHT TO BRING DOWN THE REPUBLIC’

Costofliving anger spills on to streets
of France;looting, arson markunrest

Limoges town
hall setonfire,
600 copsinjured,
over 2,000 held

Reuters
Paris, October 18

Addressing the nation on
Sunday evening, President Em-
manuel Macron acknowledged
the public's “anger” and
“shame” over protests against
risingliving costs and poor con-
ditions in schools. He said
those wholooted would have to
pay for the damage and that
those who “sought to bring
down the Republic” would be
held accountable.

Macron denounced “unre-
strained violence” by what he
called “insurrectionistelements
from radical far-left groups,
joined by numerous criminals”.

bringing together a month-
long student movement and
discontent over rising prices
and declining public services.

One protester died after suf-
fering a cardiac arrest during
demonstrations in Paris. In-
terior Minister Laurent Nunez
said police had made more than
2,000 arrestsacross France and
that more than 600 officers
were injured. Hundreds of
shops were damaged, he said.

In Limoges, the city's 143-
year-old town hall wasset ablaze
and largely destroyed in an
arsonattack on Saturday. Mayor
Guillaume Guerin condemned
the chaos, comparing the fireto
the 2019 blaze that devastated
Paris's Notre-Dame Cathedral.

He told Reuters there wasa
clear, premeditated intentionto
burndown thebuildingand that
people inside feared for their
lives. Guerin threatened to re-
signifthe city did not receive the
funds needed to repair it. The
government blamed the viol-
ence on hard-left and ultra-left
groups, along with criminals it
said had instigated looting.

Far-right leader Jordan Bar~
dellasaid France had been “hu=
miliated” and called onMaeron
to step down. Bardella blamed:
“decades of laxity™and aless of
authority, as well as the “moral,
psychological, andmaterial dis-
armament” ofinternal security
forces, Although hundreds of
thousands protested peacefully,
violent fringe groups targeted
publicbuildings, looted luxury
boutiques and supermarkets,
andattacked police.

The address came as Mac-
ron, who is due to leave office
in 2027, faces social discon-
tent,aweakeconomy and bal-
looning debt.

A car burns at Republique square during a protest against rising living costs, joining students’ grievances, in Paris,on Saturday. a»

Student movement grips entire country

Lynsey Chutel, Zane Irwin
&Catherine Porter
October18

Students have cited crum-

bling infrastructure, over-
crowded classrooms, over-
loaded schedules, shortages of
teachers and staff, and under-
funded schools. Some alsowant
theabolition of state-rununiver-

admissions platforms.

ful rallies has increasingly
turnedviolent. Demonstrations
took place in roughly 110 loca-
tions, including Paris, Lyon,
Nantes and Rennes. Rioters
clashed with police, attacked in-
frastructureandset fires.
In early October, Educa-
tion Minister Edouard
® Geffray told France 2 at
least24 schoolshad been
ransacked or seton fire.
Hundreds have been injured
and thousandsarrested, mostof
them minors, according to law
enforcement officials.
The government has con-
demned the violence while ac-

knowledging some student

Policetactics havealsointen-

sified criticism. Rights groups,
including Amnesty Interna-
tional, have condemned the use
of tear gas and stun grenades
against minors. NYT



