Centre committed to meeting
demands of Ladakh: official

Peerzada Ashiq
SRINAGAR

alling for dialogue
C and discussion over

a recent proposal
by the Union Home Minis-
try, Ladakh Chief Secretary
Ashish Kundra on Saturday
said the Union government
was committed to the pro-
cess of shaping the consti-
tutional structure to pro-
vide a customised sui
generis model to meet the
demands of the region.
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Ladakh Chief Secretary Ashish Kundra said tangible progress was
made on people’s demands this year. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

raised by the representa-
fi¥@s,” said Mr..Kundra. He
stressed .that meaningful
negotiations require mu-
tual-trust, ‘an open mind
and patience.
Commenting on the on-
going dialogue between
the Centre and local
groups, the Chief Secretary
said, “Ladakh political
movement is for deepen-
ing democracy. This year
tangible gains were made
progressively on demands
of people like employ-
ment, land, religion, cul-
ture, environment, natural
resources and how consti-
tutional protection and sa-
feguards could be put in
place.” Helsaidthe'Centre
was pushing a sui generis

dakh needs a creative solu-
tion and Article 371 has
enough flexibility to pro-
vide constitutional protec-
tion,” he said.

He expressed surprise
over the document being
dismissed outrightly “with-
in just two hours of being
received”. “Officials had
spent three to four weeks
preparing the proposal in
good faith”, he added.

“The proposed constitu-
tional provisions and the
subsequent regulatory fra-
mework would require de-
tailed examination and de-
liberation before being

finalised,” \he added. He
said: several institutional
questions remained open
for consideration and ex-
amination, including the
nomenclature and compo-
sition of the proposed bo-
dy, the method of election,
representation of women
and under-represented
communities, nominated
and ex-officio members,
the authority responsible
for conducting elections,
delimitation of constituen-
cies, electoral rolls, tenure,
and the relationship of the
proposed body with exist-
ing institutions such as the
Ladakh Autonomous Hill
Development  Councils,
Panchayats, and
municipalities.




Congress terms Census enumerator-posts for
private persons an ‘RSS employment scheme’

Vijaita Singh

NEW DELHI

Mr. Ramesh said in a

stitution is being
destroyed. Like SIR , the
Census will also be danger-
ously doctored. There are
no limits to the diabolical
designs of the PM-HM

»

Jairam Ramesh

The Population Enum-
eration (PE) phase, which
will be conducted across
India in February 2027, al-
so coincides with annual
school examinations and

board examinations.

Former Deputy Regis-
trar-General of India K. Na-
rayanan Unni told The Hin-
du that the government
schoolteachers had not in-
creased in proportion to
the population.

Though the category o
“any person” existed in the
Census Rules, 1990, the Re-
gistrar General and Census

Commissioner of India on
Friday broadened the cate-
gory of people who could
be engaged as enumera-
tors. Until now, mostly go-
vernment schoolteachers,
revenue officials and other
State government em-
ployees had been engaged
to carry out the enumera-
tion work, and there was
no precedent of private pe-
ople being engaged in the
previous Census.

On Friday, the Punjab
and Haryana High Court
stayed two Haryana go-
vernment  communica-
tions seeking details of
teachers for Census 2027,
granting interim relief to
private unaided schools
against the deployment of
their staff for the exercise.




Dipke granted bail, Delhi
Police nod for Congrally
at Ramlila Maidan Nov 1

Sakshi Chand
New Delhi, October17

after they were among the over
100 detained by the Delhi Police
during the ‘Lehra Do Tiranga’
march calledbytheCJPatCen- CJPfounder Abhijeet Dipke

leaves Mandir Marg Police
Station, Saturday. PRAVEEN KHANNA

tral Park in Connaught.Place.




Over 1.28 lakh Form 7s filed just before
Karnataka SIR; 45,878 by third parties

Third-party applications comprise 35.6% of deletion requests made between the announcement of SIR“and the freezing of

rolls; in at least 28 Assembly constituencies, more than 1,000 Form 7 applications were filed before enumeration began

Rishita Khanna
Pon Vasanth B.A.
BENGALURU/CHENNAI

n the month just be-
l fore the special inten-

sive revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls began across
Karnataka, more than 1.28
lakh Form 7 applications
seeking deletion of names
from the rolls were filed,
including 45,878 by third
parties — people other
than the electors con-
cerned or election offi-
cials, The Hindu has found.

Basamma from Sindha-
nur filed 96 applications,
the highest during the pre-
SIR period (84 against elec-
tors in the same polling
booth). Hanamant Calava-
di from Bagalkot filed 62
applications, all targeting a

the 45,878 applications,
36,439 cited death as the

Deletions en masse right before SIR?

Karnataka officials processed at least 1,28,696 Form 7s for deletions right before the enumeration

phase of SIR, between May 14 and June 16

¥ Atleast 2,254 were ‘bulk’
applications filed by just
112 objectors. 64% of the
1.29 lakh Form 7s were
filed in the name of self
and 36% by third parties

Third
party
45,878
(35.6%)

W Filed as self
82,325 (64%)

Official: 493 (0.4%).

Five segments where Five districts where
most number of most number of
Form 7s were processeédy, | Form 7s were received

Bagalkot Belagavi
Belagavi (V") Bagalkot [l 13,889
Sindhanur [N 5,547 Raichur [l 10,454
Nippani 5,059 | Gulbarga [l 6,769

Belagavi (S |l 4,985 | Vijayapura [l 5,696

‘N-North| S-South

Source: Form 10s available on ECI’s portal for
statutory reports. Form 7s are consolidated and
reported as Form 10s.

reason for seeking dele-
tion, while 6,775 men-
tioned “absent or perma-

»

28,441 of the total applica-
tions were concentrated in
just four constituencies -
Bagalkot, Belagavi North,
Sindhanur and Nippani.
Barring Nippani, the other
three are represented by
the Congress.

District-wise, Belagavi
reported the highest num-
ber of applications, at
38,713, followed by Bagal-
kot with 13,889 and Rai-
chur with 10,454.

All three are Congress-

dominated districts, with
Raichur and Bagalkot also
among the State’s back-
ward districts.

The Hindu recently re-
ported on Belagavi North,
where BJP workers distri-
buted pre-filled Form 7 ap-
plications targeting Mus-
lim electors to Booth Level
Officers (BLOs) in at least
six polling stations.

In the week before the
rolls were frozen, between
June 10 and June 16 alone,
20,671 Form 7 applications
were submitted. On May
14, the day the SIR was an-
nounced in Karnataka,
3,624 applications were
filed. However, it remains
unclear why Form 7 appli-
cations were accepted be-
fore the SIR began, when
the enumeration phase
was intended to identify

the same categories of

electors for whom Form 7
can be used to seek dele-
tion. Form 7 can be filed to
seek deletion of a name on

grounds including death,
permanent shifting, dupli-
cate entries, underage en-
rolment or
non-citizenship.

During the SIR, BLOs
were to distribute enumer-
ation forms to electors and
identify those who were
Absent, Shifted, Dead, Du-
plicate and Others (ASD-
DO) — the very categories
on which Form 7 applica-
tions can seek deletions.
At the draft-roll stage, 1.07
crore names had been ex-
cluded under these cate-
gories in the State.

Multiple Assistant Elec-
toral Registration Officers
(AEROs) confirmed to The
Hindu that Form 7 applica-
tions had been accepted
before enumeration began
and processed after the
mandated one-week pe-
riod.




CRPF may bring
back Naik ranks
to boost morale

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

two days, theytold PTIL
The Lance Naik and
Naik ranks were abolished
in the force in 1997 and
merged with the police
ranks of constable and
head constable through a

Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) order.

ccording to the hierar-
chy, a jawan who joins the
force as a constable gains
the first promotion of
Lance Naik in five years,
followed by the promotion
to Naik in 10 years and sub-
sequently head constable
in 20 years.

The Lance Naik and
Naik ranks were
abolished in the
force in 1997

The officials said the
aim of reintroducing the
Lance Naik and Naik ranks
is to provide two more pro-
motions to the constabul-
ary before they reach the
head constable rank,
which will not only help
address their grievances
but also boost their
morale.




Children have fundamental

right to access Internet: SC

Court says blanket bans are unproven measures of proven disproportionality; favours parental

oversight, age-appropriate safeguards, dedicated ‘child mode’ and better efforts from stakeholders

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

Our children, irrespective
of their age, enjoy the
same rights, and to deny
the same altogether would
be absurd,” a Bench of Jus-
tices J.B. Pardiwala and Vi-
nod K. Chandran held in

The safety of children
and their freedom were
not at odds with each oth-
er, it said. “Our children
are entitled to both,” the
Bench observed.

Issuing a slew of direc-
tions for protective me-

The court said keeping children@away from social media would not
reduce incidents of online abuse reported in the media. FILE PHOTO

chanisms, restrictions
drawn from other-jurisdic-
tions and grievance out-
lets, the court emphasised
that intelligent restraints,
rather than blanket bans,
were the need of the day.

The court took a practi-
cal view that children did
not cease to use the Inter-
net merely because the law
prohibited them from do-
ing so. “They continue to
use the same, albeit with-
out the knowledge of their
parents or the authorities.
They move to other plat-
forms and websites that
are unregulated and even
more unsafe,” it said.

An atmosphere of hostil-
ity and stringent restric-
tions could stop children,
enticed or threatened on-

line, from reporting such
incidents to parents, guar-
dians and trusted adults
for fear of reprisal for using
the Internet. “This would
significantly undermine
the safety of our children,
who are already apprehen-
sive about confiding such
incidents, even without
such restrictions, and de-
feat the object of the POC-
SO Act,” the court said.
Even otherwise, it said
keeping children away
from social media plat-
forms would, by no stretch
of imagination, reduce in-
cidents of online abuse re-
ported in the media.

e Bench, however,
said that their observations
were not against age-based
restrictions on online ac-
cess. “We acknowledge
that some form of safe-
guards are necessary for
the safety of our children
online and the moderation
of the content accessible at
their fingertips,” it said.

The court suggested a
system that placed greater
emphasis on parental con-
sent, guidance and super-
vision of children’s access
to social media platforms,
along with a dedicated
“child mode” for such ac-
counts, with measures pro-
portionate to the objective
of ensuring their safety.



India adapts fast as West Asia simmers

Kpler figures indicate in September Iraqi crude exports to India tripled over August; shipping industry sources said India was buying large parcels

from many nations depending on availability; the same strategy would be deployed if Gulf crude disruptions occurred in October also

M. Kalyanaraman
CHENNAI

sultative Shipping

Group, a group of
leading maritime nations,
said conflicts such as over
the Strait of Hormuz and
Black Sea are “not episodic
shocks; they are signals of
a structural shift in the op-
erating environment of
global trade.

Shipping routes are in-
creasingly instruments of
leverage and risk.”

September saw shipping
attacks intensify across the
Black Sea even as attacks
on ships across the Strait of

l n September, the Con-

o) 0 vels in September.
India’s crude imports

Gulf suppliers vs Russia, January-September

Pivot to Gulf
i ts

As_Russian__import
dipped. India was able to
ivot toward Gulf oil in
September Kpler hgures,

14| Warbegins Iraq + Saudi Arabia + Oman

28 Feb. 2026 + Kuwait + UAE, 2025
- which are typically off
g10 eventual Ministry of Com-
58 merce figures by a few per-
Ao centage points, indicated
§ 4 Iraq + Saudi Arabia + Oman tha -lnﬁH_ tember = Saudi
, | Russia, 2026 | +Kuwait + UAE, 2026 ;ﬂ_ld&uﬁxwe

0 Unknown origin,

Jan. Feb. March April May  June

*August and September 2026 figures are Kpler ship=tfacking.ddta, converted at 7.33 barrels per tonne. All
others data, including the 2025 figures for August and'Séptember: Ministry of Commerce and Industry trade
statistics (TradeStat), HS27090010. Unknown originis a Kpler category; it has no TradeStat equivalent

Gulf oil
imports crossed Russian
shipments to India for the
first ti i

The Iranian President ad-

dressed the general as-
sembly and spoke to-an
American television chan-
nel. But there was no sign
of an immediate truce.

ows across
the Strait of Hormuz, Red
Sea via Bab el-Mandeb,
Red Sea via Suez Canal, as
well as the land bypass of

the flow in September, Sau-
O Arabia was able to quick

Strait of Hormuz to Fujai-
rah helped almost catch up
with pre-war levels,” says
Pankaj Srivastava, senior
VP, Rystad Energy.

End of September saw
ship attacks ramping up,
turning the most intense
since the war started. More
than a dozen attacks have
been reported already in
October and two ships
sunk. Mr. Srivastava is, ho-
wever, confident that Gulf
crude exports would be
comparable to September
via multiple channels.

Shipping industry sourc-
es said India was buying
large cargoes from many
nations as per availability.
The same strategy would
be followed if Gulf oil dis-
ruptions occurred in Oc-
tober. Government figures
show occasional purchases
of over 1 million tonne/
month from countries such
as Brazil, Angola, Nigeria,
Venezuela and the U.S.




DECISION DAYS BEFORE ACT WAS TO TAKE EFFECT

Trump waives sanctions,
tariffs linked to Russia,
cites national interest

 Russiaremains India’s top crude oil supplier

Alan Rappeport
Washington, October 17

The sanctions were.in-
tended to target Russian offi-
cials, oligarchs andfinancial in-
stitutions, andwere part of a
law that was named after Sen.
Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., who
died in July after spending
more than a year building sup-
rt for the measure.

The White House has broad
authority to issue sanctions
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Eases duty threat;
penalising India hard
to defend for US now

Ravi Dutta Mishra
&Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, October 17

US PRESIDENT Donald
Trump’s decision to pause the

themonthyaccordingto tanker
data from commodity market
analytics firm Kpler. dnnthe
umes from Russia were even
higher, with an all-time-high of

Russian sanction legislationas- @2:8millioibpdinJaly:

e

sumes significance in
New Delhi since India is
the world’s third-largest
consumer of crude oil
and depends on imports
to meet over 88% of its
crude oil needs, and Russiaisits
largest supplier.

In September, India im-
ported 1.9 million barrels per
day (bpd) of Russian crude and
itaccounted for over 35% of the
country’s total oil imports for

Trump had earlier
threatened to curb the
US diesel exports, effec-
tively strong-arming G7
countries into releasing
100 million barrels of
their emergency petroleum
product reserves and, in a
shock move, Trump last week
announced a diesel deal with
Russian President Vladimir
Putin.

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2



Trump

exemptions or waivers, and the
new law requires Trump to no-
tify Congress only if he opts
against imposing the economic
restrictions on Russia. Twodays
before the law was set to take ef-
fect, Trump exercised that
power.

“Iam hereby waiving the ap-
plication of such sanctions, re-
strictions and duties provided
forinthe Graham Act,” Trump
said in the order. “I have sub-
mitted to the Congress a certifi-
cation that the issuance of such
awaiver at thistime is in the na-
tional interests of the United
States.”

The order does not explain
why waiving the sanctions is in
theinterestsof the United States
or what rationale Trump is pro-
viding to Congress for the
waivers.

The decision comes as
Trump has in recent weeks em-
braced Russia and turhed
against Ukraine amid frustra-
tion that Ukraine’s attacks on
Russian refineriesare pushing
up oil prices around the world.
Elevated oil prices are making
gasoline more expensive in the
United States, fueling inflation
weeks ahead of midterm elec-
tions that could cost Republi-
cans control of Congress.

week, abipartisan group of sena-
tors urged Trump to reverse the
sanctions waiver on diesel fuel.

The move to waive the sanc-
tions that were enacted in the
new law drew a swift rebuke
from critics in Congress, who
had predicted that Trump
would not impose them.

Sen. Elizabeth Warren, D-
Mass., the ranking member on
the Banking Committee, called
Trump’smove an “abject failure”
ofleadership. “By waiving these
sanctions, Trump is thumbing
his nose at Congress’ direction
that he ratchet up pressure on
theKremlin, and enabling Vladi-
mir Putin to continue his war of
aggression,” Warren said.

The sanctions law was the
brainchild of Graham, a Russia
hawk and close ally of Trump’s.
Thelegislation, which was set to
take effect on October 18, won bi-
partisan support despite con-
cern that the President would
not heed the sanctions require-

ments, and that he would poten-
tially misuse the tariff authority.

(Reuters adds: Countries
such asChinaand India, which
are among the biggest buyers of
Russian oil, had raised concems.
Beijing had said it "consistently
opposed long-arm jurisdiction
thatlacksabasisin international
law" while India warned Wash-
ington that new tariffs could im-
pactbilateral ties.)

In the executive order,
Trump said that the United
Stateswould “monitor” the pur-
chases of Russian oil by other
countries and that his advisers
would recommend whether to
take further action on tariffs.

Itisnotclearifwaivingsome
of the sanctions meansthat Rus-
sia will be welcomed back into
the Western financial system
after years of being an outcast.

“The underlying sanctions
architecture remains in place,
and no one wants to be caught
holdingthe risk when the waiver
ispulled,” said Daniel Tanneba-
um, a partner at Oliver Wyman,
a consulting firm that advises
banks on anti-money launder-
ing and sanctions matters. “I'm
notsurewhat positive impact to
the American economy will be
derived in reality.” NYT



Militarisation persists in Sri Lanka’s
Tamil areas, says rights commission

Meera Srinivasan
COLOMBO

led ‘The Human Rights Sit-
uation of the Northern and
Eastern Provinces of Sri
Lanka’, the Commission
pointed to a “sustained
pattern of land appropria-
tion, denial of access to tra-
ditional livelihoods, and in-
timidation of  local
populations” by the mili-
tary in the districts across
the region.

“Seventeen years after
the end of the armed con-
flict, militarisation remains
a persistent feature of go-
vernance and land use in
the Northern and Eastern
Provinces,” the report said,
pointing to “repeated assu-
rances” by the state to re-
duce its military footprint
and return occupied lands
to their rightful owners.

phasised that the govern-
ment refrain from invoking
national security “as a
blanket justification for
land acquisition”, particu-
larly where such actions
disproportionately affect
minority communities or
facilitate religious en-
croachment, and “take
concrete steps” to with-
draw military involvement
from civilian economic
sectors, especially agricul-
ture and education.

The Human Rights Commission urged the government to expedite
the return of military-occupied lands to the people. REUTERS

Militarisation is one of
the prominent post-war
concerns highlighted in
the Commission’s report,
which looks at wide-rang-
ing issues such as enforced
disappearances, mass
graves, memorialisation,
state surveillance and inti-
midation, land contesta-
tions, resettlement of
northern Muslims expelled
by the LTTE in 1990, free-
dom of religion, develop-
ment  projects,. < and
livelihoods.

Election promise

Return of people’s lands
was among the chief pro-
mises made by President

Anura Kumara Dissa-
nayake to the Tamil peo-
ple, ahead of the Novem-
ber 2024 general elections.
His National People’s Pow-
er emerged winner in all
but one of the five electoral
districts in the north and
east. In August this year,
Mr. Dissanayake, who is al-
so the Minister of Defence,

instructed the security
forces to expedite the re-
lease and return of land ta-
ken over during the war
and no longer required for
security purposes. Howev-
er, despite his directives to
the (military, Tamil-speak-
ing people living in the
north and east are con-
cerned about the slow
pace of action.

When contacted, Minis-
try spokesman Brig. Fran-
klin Joseph claimed “over
90%” of the lands held pre-
viously by the military
have been returned to the
people. “There are many
cases where the owners
are not known or there is
no proof confirming their
ownership. Those are be-
ing looked into.”

However, Thurairasa Ra-
vikaran, MP from the op-
position Ilankai Tamil Ara-
su Kadchi (ITAK)
representing the northern
Mullaitivu  district, con-
tended that it was unfair to
expect families who fled
the district at the height of
the war to produce docu-
ments. “Our people ran for
their lives... in that sort of
life and death situation,
you cannot expect them to
carry all their documents
in files,” he told The Hindu.

“I can tell you that huge
swathes of people’s land
remain under military con-

trol even today. Not just
the military, but also other
state agencies like the Ar-
chelogy and Wildlife de-
partments have been re-
sorting to blatant land
grabs. That is our reality,”
he said, highlighting an en-
during struggle for people
of Mullaitivu, the district
that witnessed the final
battle ‘between the armed
forces and the LTTE. It was
also.where the army is ac-
cused of killing tens and
thousands of civilians, in-
cluding in areas declared
no fire zones. The military
and successive govern-
ments in Colombo have de-
nied the allegations.

“When I say military, it
is the army, navy, air force,
civil defence force, all of
them who control land,”
added the legislator.

The report pointed to
military involvement in
economic activities, such
as agriculture and pre-
school teaching, predomi-
nantly executed through
the Civil Security Depart-
ment. Military officials are
“directly involved in the
administration of teachers
in pre-schools,” it noted. In
Mullaitivu district, it is not
uncommon to see armed
military men in uniform,
running shops or manning
traffic at junctions.



Trump waives sanction over
Russian oil; India gets relief

The waiver assures Indian refiners of greater flexibility to continue purchasing oil from Moscow;

the move comes just ahead of US. Secretary of State Rubio’s visit to India during Oct. 20 to 22

Saptaparno Ghosh
Suhasini Haidar

NEW DELHI

.S. President Do-
U nald Trump on Sa-
turday waived key

provisions of a new law
that authorised punitive ta-
riffs on countries purchas-
ing Russian oil, offering re-
lief to India.

The ‘Lindsey O. Graham
Sanctioning Russia and
Iran Act of 2026’ (SRIA
Act), ratified on September
18, authorised increasing
tariffs on countries conti-
nuing to buy Russian oil by
as much as 100% as Wash-
ington sought to tighten
Moscow’s oil revenues.

The waiver announced
on Saturday assures Indian

Radical shift: Donald Trump arrives to speak at a campaignally in
Highland Heights in Kentucky, U.S., on Saturday. AP

refiners of greater flexibili-
ty to continue purchasing
oil from Moscow, with sup-
plies from West Asia affect-
ed because of the resur-
gence of conflict.

The decision by, Mr.

Trump. that comes just
ahead of.the October 18
deadline set by the Con-
gress for a determination
on sanctions is also expect-
ed to ease the discussions
during U.S. Secretary of

State Marco Rubio’s visit to
Mumbai and Jamnagar
from October 20 to 22,
when he will meet External
Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar.

Days after the legislation
was signed into law, Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman had also said
that India could not stop
buying Russian oil, as do-
ing so could raise global oil
prices and alternative
sources were limited amid
the conflict in the Gulf.

The availability of Rus-
sian oil — now without any
threat of sanctions — could
ease the supply situation in
the global oil market,
which has been facing a
crunch because of the re-
newed West Asia conflict.

Oil tankers onfire after hitting
mines in Hormuz: Iran Guards

Agence France-Presse

Iran’s Revolutionary

TEHRAN

Iran’s Revolutionary
Guards on Saturday said
two oil tankers were on fire
in the Strait of Hormuz af-
ter hitting mines in the wa-
terway at the heart of the
West Asia war.

“A supertanker in viola-
tion of regulations, carry-
ing more than two million
barrels of crude oil and at-
tempting to pass illegally
through the Strait of Hor-
muz, struck a mine, trig-
gering an explosion and a
fierce fire,” the Revolution-
ary Guards said.

Guards say each
tanker carries more

than two million
barrels of crude oil

The statement did not
specify the exact location
of the incident.

Later on Saturday, the
Guards said “a second of-
fending supertanker was
engulfed in a massive blaze
after hitting a naval mine,”
adding it also carried
“more than two million
barrels of crude oil” and
was attempting to pass the

Strait. The origins of the
load and the tanker’s flag
were not immediately
disclosed.

“The tanker attempted
to cross the strait with U.S.
support... by deactivating
all its tracking systems,”
the Guards added.

On Thursday and Fri-
day, Iran’s Army said two
tankers had caught fire in
what Tehran calls its “pro-
hibited zone” in the Gulf of
Oman.

Also on Friday, mari-
time monitoring agencies
reported that two tankers
had been struck in Gulf wa-
ters of Saudi Arabia’s coast.

Trump could
lift more
sanctions, says
Zelenskyy

Agence France-Presse
KYIV

Ukraine’s President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy said on
Saturday that he feared the
United States would lift
more sanctions on Russia
and that President Donald
Trump’s action only “re-
wards” Kremlin leader Vla-
dimir Putin.

Mr. Zelenskyy added
that he still “personally”
hoped that Mr. Trump will
do “everything in his pow-
er” to make Mr. Putin end
the war.




IMF members urge
more support amid
war shocks, ‘advanced
intelligence’ risks

David Lawder
Bangkok, October 17

And while there has been.a
boost to investment and trade
from "advanced intelligerice
technologies", they alsoearried
risks, the chair of thelnterna-
tional Monetary ‘and Financial
Committee said-in a statement
after a meeting in Bangkok.

Al-Jadaan told Reuters that
the language of the statement

was agreed by all members.

Earlier this week, the United
States was pressing fellow IMF
members to rename artificial
intelligence as "supet intelli-
gence" in the statetnent, in line
with US President Donald
Trump's preferred name for the
technology;a senior US Treas-
ury official told Reuters.

The final version of the
chair's statement contained no
reference to artificial intelli-
gence.

It said the uncertain impact
of “advanced intelligence tech-
nologies”, along with rising
bond yieldsin majoreconomies
that spill over to highly in-
debted economies, "could am-
plify macro-financial vulner-
abilities."

"Rapid technological
change, demographic shifts,
more frequent extreme weather
events and natural disasters,
and geoeconomic fragmenta-
tion are compounding policy
tradeoffs," the statement said.

The member economies
agreed to support countriesthat
undertake reforms and address
debt vulnerabilities, with spe-
cific attention to low-income
and vulnerable middle-income
countries and conflict-affected
states. REUTERS



EGYPT

EGYPTIAN PRESIDENT Abdel
Fattah al-Sisi saidon Saturday that
his presidential term would end in
2030 and that'the question of his
departure from office was settled,
reaffirming that Egypt's constitu-
tionwould notbe amended. "I said
that the Egyptian constitution
would not be touched," he said.
*This is an entirely settled matter
and will notbe discussed," he
added, referring to the end of his
Egyptian President current term.Sisi, 71,isserving a
Abdel Fattah al-Sisi six-year term after winningre-elec-

tionin December2023. Constitu-
tional amendments approved in a 2019 referendum
extended presidential terms to six years from four and
allowed Sisito seekathird term, clearing the way for him to
remain in office until 2030. REUTERS




How does the U.S.-Russia diesel deal impact India?

What does the US’s diesel deal with Russia entail and what is President Trump’s reasoning behind

it? Why are some Republicans and Democrats unhappy with the deal? How does the deal impact

India and its trade deal with the US.? Is there an ‘energy ceasefire’ between Russia and Ukraine?

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan

The story so far:
ess than a month after signing into law
an Act that would impose tariffs of up
to 100% on countries importing large
amounts of Russian oil and gas, U.S.
President Donald Trump announced a deal with
Russia on October 10, 2026, that would allow it
to sell diesel to the U.S. and the global market.
The next day, Mr. Trump also announced an
‘energy ceasefire’ between Russia and Ukraine.
This has implications for India, its energy sector,
and its trade.

What is the deal with Russia on diesel?

On October 10, Mr. Trump took to Truth Social
to say he has concluded “a highly successful
discussion” with Russian President Vladimir
Putin in which they agreed that Russia would
“immediately” supply over 3,00,000 tonnes of
diesel to the U.S. and to the global market,
another 5,00,000 tonnes in November, and 1
million tonnes “immediately thereafter”.

Further, based on the condition of Russia’s
diesel refineries, he said the country would
deliver another 3 million tonnes of diesel
“within a short period of time” following this
schedule.

Mr. Trump’s reasoning for this move was that
it would bring down fuel prices for the U.S. and
the world. In fact, in response to criticism on the
deal, he again took to Truth Social to say that he

The latest US.

deal with
Russia on
diesel is
expected to
further
complicate
matters since
the US. is
indulging in
the very
actions it is
looking to
penalise India
for.

U.S. President Donald Trump and Russian President Vladimir Putin during a
press conference in Anchorage, Alaska, U.S., in August 2025. REUTERS

had “made the right choice for the American
People — ALWAYS, AMERICA FIRST!”.

What are the complications with the deal?
On September 18, Mr. Trump signed into law the
Lindsey O. Graham Sanctioning Russia and Iran
Act of 2026. This Act received remarkable
bipartisan support from Democrats and
Republicans in both the Senate and the House of
Representatives. It aims to clamp down on
Russia’s funding for its war in Ukraine threugh
sanctions on its leadership and companies, and
tariffs on its major fuel trade partners.

Now, leaders on both sides of the political
spectrum are saying that the President’s latest
diesel agreement with Russia undermines the
very foundation of the law. “Through the
Lindsey O. Graham San€tioning Russia and Iran
Act, we gave the president significant authorities
[sic] and leverage against:.China and Russia to
bring Putin’s war to an end with a negotiated
settlement,” House of Representatives member
and Republican Michael McCaul of Texas said in
an X post. “Unfortunately, while I understand
the desire to bring down diesel prices, I am
concerned the lifting of sanctions on Russian oil
will only‘fund the Kremlin’s war machine —
emboldening more violence and destruction, as
we have seen in recent days.”

A further complication is that the Act
threatens tariffs of up to 100% on the largest
importers of Russian oil and gas. China and
India are by far the biggest importers of Russian
energy. However, Mr. Trump on Saturday
announced that he has waived the tariffs
associated with the Russia Sanctions Act. The
waiver is not permanent, meaning these tariffs
could be imposed in the future.

What are the implications for India?

India has been trying to conclude a trade deal
with the U.S. since February 2025. However,
each time progress is made, the U.S. makes a
change to its tariff or trade policies that scuppers
discussions. This time will be no different.

While talks were gathering steam in June last
year over a ‘mini deal’ on tariffs, the escalation
of U.S. tariffs on India to 50% in August 2025
stalled those talks. The reason for that escalation
was India’s imports of Russian oil.

Talks resumed in October 2025. By February
2026, the leaders of the two countries issued a
joint statement saying they had agreed to a

framework for an interim agreement on trade.
The deadline for this deal was unofficially set as
March-April 2026.

However, in March, the U.S. launched
investigations into India.and several other
countries to determine whether they had done
enough to prevent imports of goods made using
forced labour and whether they were using
structural excess capacity to harm the U.S.
economy. While the forced labour investigation
resulted in 10% tariffs on India in July, the
investigation into excess capacity is yet to be
completed. Once again, the deal talks slowed
down, a situation exacerbated by the passage of
the Russia Sanctions Act in September.

The latest U.S. deal with Russia on diesel is
expected to further complicate matters since the
U.S. is indulging in the very actions it is looking
to penalise India for. While historical data show
that India has largely toed the line on Western
sanctions and prohibitive tariffs imposed on
Russia, the situation this time could be different.
Even if the U.S. rescinds its tariff waiver in the
near future, fuel supply constraints arising from
the conflict in West Asia could mean that India is
unwilling to turn away from Russian oil.

What are the implications of the ‘energy
ceasefire’?

Mr. Trump did not reveal any details about the
ceasefire, its timeline, duration, or extent. In
fact, in response to his announcement,
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said
that the ceasefire was “news for me”, implying
he was not aware of the discussions. However,
he later said that he was willing to cooperate.

Ukraine has been attacking Russian refineries
to the extent that Russia has been forced to
import refined fuel from its partners despite
itself having vast amounts of crude oil.

Russia imported a record 1,72,000 tonnes of
oil products in August, according to a report by
the Centre for Research on Energy and Clean
Air. The report added that India accounted for
70% of these imports by Russia.

Should an energy ceasefire come into effect,
and depending on its duration, Russia will likely
be able to repair its refineries and begin its own
supplies of fuel. This would mean it would no
longer require fuel from India.

However, that ceasefire may remain just a
statement. Days after the announcement, Mr.
Zelenskyy took to social media to say that “last
night, we did not attack any energy facilities on
the territory of Russia... while Russia attacked
our gas stations, energy infrastructure, and
other facilities”. He added: “The message from
Russia was very clear — they don’t know
anything about the energy ceasefire.”



