Future military power will
depend on speed of action,
decision-making: Rajnath

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

or greater sell-relilance In

defence technology, and
stronger partnerships with

fare was . expanding
beyond the traditional do-
mains of land; sea and air
to encompass space, cyb-
er, the electromagnetic
spectrum and the informa-
tion domain, he told the
gathering, adding that
drones, artificial intelli-
gence, electronic warfare
and long-range precision
weapons were increasingly
shaping military opera-
tions.

Emphasising the impor-

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and Air Chief Marshal A.P. Singh in
Jodhpur on Saturday. PTI

elf-rellance did not
mean isolation but the abil-
ity to design, develop, ma-
nufacture, maintain and
upgrade critical defence
technologies domestically,
he said.

Indigenous systems

Highlighting India’s aeros-
pace and defence manu-
facturing ecosystem, Mr.
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rent nations. Different
aircraft. Different expe-
riences. But one sky. That
is the message of Tarang
Shakti,” Mr. Singh said.




Thousands held in capital clampdown

Heavy security, transport curbs fail to

Shrimansi Kaushik
Lavpreet Kaur
Vijaita Singh

NEW DELHI

protest site Inaccessible,
protesters led by All India
Students Association (Al-
SA) president Neha Bora
attempted to assemble at
Dilli Haat in south Delhi be-
fore being detained.
According to Delhi Pol-
ice sources, nearly 2,500
protesters were detained
across the capital during
the day, indicating a high
turnout despite the ab-
sence of prominent Cock-
roach Janta Party (CJP)
leaders on the ground. A
few journalists were also
detained. These were in
addition to around 1,000
people picked up in pre-
ventive operations across
Delhi overnight ahead of
the protest. Several la-
wyers who were also de-
tained were released ‘fol*
lowing an intervention by,
Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant. While YouTuber

The CJP leaders-had pu-
blicly announced their visit
on social media, urging
supporters to assemble at
Jantar Mantar at 10 a.m. on
Saturday for what they de-
scribed as the “Final Call to
Save Democracy”.
Connaught Place, one of
Delhi’s busiest commercial
hubs, wore a deserted look
amid an “unprecedented”
security deployment in re-
cent times, with multiple

Ex-CMs, journalists, lawyers among those
stop inflow of anti-CEC protesters to Delhi M detained; several picked up overnight

layers ofbarricading and
police personnel restrict-
ing public. movement. All
roads leading to Jantar
Mantai* were barricaded,
with loudspeakers warning
people of legal action if
they defied instructions.

Detention centres

The youth-led protest,
called by Left groups, the
CJP, and civil society
groups, kept the police and
security forces on their
toes as police forcibly re-
moved protesters, put
them in buses, and took
them to large halls and sta-
diums on the outskirts of
Delhi that had been con-
verted into detention

On their toes: Security personnel rush to disperse protesterSinear Connaught Place on Saturday. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

centres. Indian National
Developmental, Inclusive
Alliance (INDIA) leaders,
including four former
Chief Ministers — Mamata
Banerjee, Pinarayi Vijayan,
Manik Sarkar, and Arvind
Kejriwal — were also
among those detained.
Majority of detainees
were released by late even-
ing. However, the main CJP
leaders were not released
till last reports came in.

New Delhi district was
virtually fortified on Satur-

‘Unprecedented’deployment leaves
commercial hubs deserted in the city

day, with over 20,000 se-
curity personnel, includ-
ing Central Armed Police
Force and the Delhi Police,
holding vigil from early
morning till late in the day,
preventing protesters from
entering the district, let
alone reaching Jantar Man-
tar. With 45 Metro stations
shut, over 200 trains arriv-
ing in Delhi cancelled,
schools and colleges sus-
pending classes, and mar-
ketplaces across central
Delhi closed, protesters
continued to find ways to
reach the site, with some
walking several kilometres.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE7

Stopping crowd
from regrouping
a challenging task

NEW DELHI

Though the Centre succeeded
in preventing protesters from
converging at Jantar Mantar on
Saturday, its next challenge
appeared to be stopping the
largely “leaderless” crowd from

regrouping. » PAGE 7

Youth bodies vow
to sustain stir till
CEC Kumar quits

NEW DELHI

Leaders of youth and student
organisations on Saturday
vowed to continue their
protest until all their demands,
including the resignation of
Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) Gyanesh Kumar were
met. » PAGE 8

Concerned by
‘mass detentions’
in Delhi: UN body

NEW DELHI

The Office of the United
Nations Human Rights
Commissioner on Saturday
said it was “concerned” by
“mass detentions” and urged
authorities to respect the right
to peaceful protest. » PAGE 9




BKU joins stir, warns against targeting Dhruv Rathee

Anuj Kumar
NEW DELHI

Delhi Police detained a
delegation led by national
general secretary Yudhvir

Singh while it was on its

Yudhvir Singh with BKU
activists at Mundka police
station. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The senior farmer lead-
er, a special invitee on the

Rashtriya Lok Dal’s Central
Parliamentary Board, said
he would raise the issue in
the right forum. As an NDA
constituent, farmers tradi-
tionally form the party’s
core vote bank. “Thisis not
the time to look into nar-
row political interests. I.ad-
mire [Union Minister] Chi-
rag Paswan for taking a
stand in suppeort of young
protesters,” he told The
Hindu:

Mr. Singh, also the gen-
eral secretary of the All In-
dia Jat Mahasabha, said the
special intensive revision
(SIR) exercise didn’t affect
one group and that the
farmers strongly support
the young protesters.
“(YouTuber) Dhruv Rathee
is our child. If they target

him, we'willmot hold back.
If the police-have weapons,
we are known to use our
agricultural tools as wea-
porns in times of adversity,”
he said. Describing the
protests as a watershed
moment in India’s history,
the farmer leader said the
country had won democra-
cy after more than 700
years of struggle. “We will
not let it go easily.”

He said senior BKU lead-
er and national spokesper-
son Rakesh Tikait, who
was in Pune on Saturday,
would soon join the
protest.

The call, he added, was
not against the BJP govern-
ment. “It is about seeking
answers from the commis-
sion after news reports
suggested that the CEC is
taking illegal decisions
without consultation, but
the BJP has taken upon it-
self to defend Gyanesh Ku-
mar.”



Circumstances changed,
UStradepact tobe finalised
accordingly, says Goyal

. o

Indiais seeking lower tariffs for its goods than its competitors in

the American markets. REUTERS

ENS Economic Bureau
New Delhi, October 10

Industry MinisterPiyus
said on Saturday.

oy

The minister, however, did
not elaborate about those cir-
cumstances, but the changing
tariff landscape in the US has
led to_fu S
about the first phase of the bi-
lateral trade agreement (BTA)
between India and the US.
Speaking at the 121st An-
nual Session of PHD Chamber
of Commerce and Industry,
Goyal said India will launch ne-
gotiations for a preferential

trade agreement (PTA) with
Mexico next week. Negoti-
ations - with several trading
partners are progressing as
Indiaseeksto expand preferen-
tial access for its exporters and
diversify markets amid uncer-
tainties in global trade, he
added.

d

Goyal sald the government
isworking towards expanding
the country’s preferential
market access through trade
agreements, with negoti-
ations increasingly involving
industry and farmers to en-
sure that the resulting ar-
rangements serve domestic
economic interests. FE




‘THE MOVE WILL ALSO BRING DOWN PRESSURE ON THE RUPEE’

RBI opens dollar lifeline for
0il PSUs as rupee nears 97

George Mathew
Mumbai, October 10
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Effective October 12, 2026,
the arrangement will remainin
place until further notice.
Under the mechanism, the RBI
will sell dollars to the three
companies through designated
banks, ensuringthat their daily
foreign currency requirements
are met. The RBImoveis likely
to reduce the pressure on the
rupee which is almost near the
97 level against the dollar. On

Q'I l

The decision is signifieant
not merely because‘of the scale
of support being exteénded to
the oil marketing companies,
but also because it places the
RBI directly at the centre of
meeting their dollar needs.

The RBI said its decision
was based on an assessment of
current market conditions.
However, the scope of the inter-
vention is substantial. The fa-
cility is designed to cover the
entire daily dollar require-
ments of all three public sector
oil marketing companies,
rather than provide limited or
partial assistance.

The RBI's announcement
also raises a larger question
about the pressures confront-
ing the oil sector when crude
prices climb sharply. The need
for a dedicated window cover-
ingthe companies’ entire daily
dollar requirements demon-

Givingalegup
THE MOVE will allow Indian Oil
Corporation, Hindustan Petro-
leum Corporation and Bharat
Petroleum Corporation to meet

their entire daily dollar needs
through a RBl-operated facility

UNDER THE méchanism, the RBI
will sell'dollars to the three com-
paniesthrough designated
banks, ensuring that their daily

' foreign currency requirements
Jare met

OIL IMPORTS have to be paid for, and a weaker rupee increases their
cost in domestic currencyaWhen companies cannot fully pass on higher
costs to consumers, theirmargins and finances come under pressure

strates theé seale of the foreign
currency.support being made
available:

Thefacility will remain oper-
ational until further notice, with
no fixed end date announced.
This gives the arrangement an
open-ended character, although
the RBI has not specified how
long the window is expected to
remain necessary.

High crude feeds

September, The Indian Express
reported that the three public
sector OMCs were facing sub-
stantial losses on fuel salesas glo-
bal petroleum pricesrose and do-
mestic retail prices did not full

When companies cannot fully
pass on higher costs to con-
sumers, their margins and fi-
nances come under pressure.
The consequences are not con-
fined to the oil companies.
Higherenergy costscan feed into
transportation, manufacturing
and other sectors, eventually af-
fecting household budgets and

move
will also bringdown pressure on

ysts said the




GIFTS TO PUTIN WILL NOT BRING PEACE OR ANY BENEFIT TO THE CIVILIZED WORLD, SAYS ZELENSKYY

Trump says Russia to supply
diesel to US and global markets

Moscow tosupply
300,000 tonnes of
diesel now, more

later, says President

Reuters
Washington, October 10

Trump said on social media
he had a “highly successful™
discussion with President
Vladimir Putin in which they

President Donald Trump with President Vladimir Putin at a press meet

After the call, an envoy for
Putin, Kirill Dmitriev, praised co-
operation between Russia and
the US in a post on X. Dmitriev
asked US officials during his visit
to Washington last month for
licensesto exportdiesel tothe US

in Joint Base Elmendorf-RichardsoninAnchorage, Alaska. riLe

market to be granted to all Rus-
sian major oil firms, sources
familiar with the situation said.
In October 2025, the US im-
posed sanctions on Russian oil
companies over Moscow's war
thatbegan in2022. The diesel ex-
ports could provide Moscow
with billions of dollars in rev-
enuesthat could help Putincon-
tinue the war with Ukraine.
‘Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy criticised the
deal, announced whilea Ukrain-

ian delegation'was in the US to
discuss how toseek a resolution
ofthe war, asa “weak decisionon
the part 6f strong partners.”

“Gifts to Putin will not bring
peace or any benefit to the civi-
lized world. Russia will ‘repay’
thediesel with furtherterrorand
perfidy,” hesaidonX.

The deal was also criticized
by US lawmakers including

TrumB's fellow Republican,

Representative Don Bacon. who
salTTETIme o Apply More sanc-
tions that Congress passed re-
cently, not lift the measures.

“Nowisthe timetousethose
sanctionstosqueeze Putin'swar
_E_gﬂ_—
machine, not reward a dictator
e —————————————
by E(uttmﬁ more money in his
handswhile he continues target-
ing an in ainian civil-
ians, Bacon said onX.

-

The US Treasury Depart-
ment issued a license allowing
importation of Russian diesel
until April 7.

Trump sai ja w
SUEEIX another 500,000 tons in
November and a further 1 mil-
lion tons “1mmediate]¥ there-
aLer.” Even more would follow,
Trump said, “based on the con-
dition of their diesel refineries,”
which have been damaged by
Ukrainian attacks.

3childrenamong
20killedin Russian
strikes on Ukraine

Kyiv: Russian strikes killed at
least 20 people in Ukraine’s Za-
porizhzhia region, Ukrainian
officials said Saturday, a day
after US President Donald
Trump announced a deal to
buy Russian diesel that Kyiv
warned would help bankroll
Moscow’s war in Ukraine.

Three children were among
those killed when Russian aer-
ialbombs hit residential build-
ingsinZaporizhzhia, Ukraine’s
State Emergency Service said
Saturday. At least 18 people
were wounded.

Missiles also struck Kyiv in
a daytime attack Saturday.
Mayor Vitalii Klitschko said
four people were wounded.

President Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy wrote Saturday on X.




Pakistan has established ‘robust nuclear
security regime, says IAEA after review

Press Trust of India
ISLAMABAD

Hoste! !y t!e Pa!!stan

Nuclear Regulatory Auth-
ority (PNRA), the mission
reviewed the country’s le-
gislative and regulatory fra-
mework for nuclear securi-
ty and assessed physical
protection measures at.a
nuclear facjlity.

“The IPPAS teani noted
that (Pakistan 4ds esta-
blished a robust nuclear se-
curity fegime for physical
protection of nuclear ma-
terial'and nuclear facilities,
which was observed to be
appropriately implement-
ed at the facility visited,”

The regime is continually
improved through periodic
reviews, says IAEA. REUTERS

the IAEA said. It added that
the regime is continually
improved through periodic
reviews, while Pakistan’s
capacity-building infras-
tructure contributes to nu-
clear security expertise at

the national, regional and
international levels.

The team met officials
from the PNRA, Pakistan
Atomic Energy Commis-
sion and other stakehol-
ders and visited the KA-
NUPP Decommissioning
Project at the Karachi Nu-
clear Power Generating
Station.



Missile strikes passenger
terminal at Riyadh airport

Associated Press

CAIRO

look at it,” Mr. Trump said.

Thick black smoke and flames
rising from a fire at King Khalid
International Airport in Riyadh.

official said..“Saudi civil
aviation ' authorities said
operations at the airport
had been suspended and
the number of wounded
and damage were being as-
sessed. An official notice to
aviators said the suspen-
sion was through mid-
night. The airport had a
heavy police presence,
with all entrances blocked,
and lights around the com-
plex were dimmed.

Flights diverted elsewh-
ere, the Flightradar24
tracker said. Countries in-
cluding the United States,
Britain, Germany, Austra-
lia and Canada warned citi-
zens to avoid the airport.

Meanwhile, Saudi auth-
orities warned the public
that “filming, publishing or
sharing information relat-
ed to countering missiles
and drones and their im-
pact sites exposes you to
legal liability”.



Trump strikes deal with Putin to get
diesel in sharp reversal of U.S. policy

The deal reverses years of U.S. pressure on Moscow over its war in Ukraine and contradicts a new U.S. sanctions law against
Russian energy revenues; while Zelenskyy calls the move a ‘weak decision, Trump says Ukraine should ‘get a new President’

Associated Press
WASHINGTON

.S. President Do-
U nald Trump said he
has struck a deal to

obtain diesel from Russia,
a reversal of years of U.S.
pressure on Moscow over
its war with Ukraine and
an attempt to address high
fuel prices ahead of the
U.S. midterm elections.
Mr. Trump said on so-
cial media on Friday that
he struck the deal with
Russian President Vladimir
Putin in a phone call in
which he was expected to
discuss a suspected case of
plague in Russia. Instead,
Mr. Trump announced that
Russia will immediately
supply more than 300,000

Changing stance: Donald Trump leaves the stage after speaking
during an election rally in Syracuse, New York on Friday. AFp

tonnes of diesel, followed
by an.additional 500,000
tonnes in November and
one million tonnes “imme-
diately thereafter”. Russia
will deliver an additional 3
million tonnes “within a

short period of time” after
that, he wrote.

Mr. Trump’s shocking
announcement was in
stark contrast to a sweep-
ing Russia sanctions law he
signed last month that

aimed at clamping down
on the oil and gas revenues
that fuel Russia’s war
against Ukraine.

Ukrainian President Vo-
lodymyr Zelenskyy called
it “a weak decision, unfor-
tunately, a weak decision
by strong partners,” ac-
cording to a statement re-
leased by the Ukrainian
Embassy in Washington.

Asked about the criti-
cism on Saturday, Mr.
Trump told presspersons
that Mr. Zelenskyy had dis-
obeyed his orders not to
strike Russian refineries.
Mr. Trump said the strikes
risk worsening global fuel
shortages caused by the
U.S.-Israeli war on Iran.

“He better damn well
stop,” Mr. Trump said of

the strikes, before adding
that Ukraine should “get a
new President”.

“I'suggest they get a new
leader who can make a
deal, because he could
have made many deals
that, for some reason, he
never does”.

Mr. Trump’s move casts
doubt on the likelihood of
the White House imposing
new sanctions on Russia,
given that the law that
passed overwhelmingly by
Congress directs the admi-
nistration to target coun-
tries that purchase Russian
oil and gas.

EU foreign policy chief
Kaja Kallas said that lifting
sanctions on Russian diesel
helped fuel Kremlin’s war
on Ukraine.



Associated Press
Panamas City, October 10

TWO POWERFUL 7.7 and 6.6
magnitude earthquakes and a
series of aftershocks roiled
southern Panama Friday after-
noon, collapsing buildings near
the epicenter and prompting
evacuationsacross the country.

The earlier quake, felt as far
away as neighboring Colombia,
was centered about 10 kilo-
meters (6 miles) southwest of
the remote community of Pita-
lozaArriba, in the central prov-
ince of Herrera, the USGS said.
It struck at a depth of 10 kilo-
meters. The USGS initially re-
ported the first quake as mag-
nitude 8, then revised it to 7.6
and laterto 7.7.

Visibly shaken residents of
Panama City, the capital, gath-
ered outside as they waited for

Vehicles lie crushed beneatha collapsed hotel after an earthquake
struck Penonome;Panama, on Friday. ap

news of the. quake’s impact on
Friday. “Wefeltitvery strongly.
It knocked things over in the
kitchen, but we're okay, though
we'ré very scared,” Rosendo
Dominguez, 60, who is from
Herrera province, where the
earthquake struck, told The As-
sociated Press by phone.

“Everyone is outside, scared.”

Multiple aftershocks con-
tinued to rattle Panama, in-
cluding several measuring
magnitude 5.8,5.5and 5.2. Seis-
mologists at the University of
Panamarecorded morethan45
aftershocks, though many were
too weak to be felt.
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Despite the strength of the
successive quakes, Pan-
amanian President José Rauil
Mulino said authorities had not
documented anyone killed as
of Friday evening, though he
cautioned that could changein
the coming hours or days.

“Nobody was ready, and no
oneisever ready for this type of
disaster,” Mulino said, after cal-
ling for calm earlier in the day.



