Trains cut, Internet down: Delhi
turns a fortress ahead of protest

Police deny permission for the CJP protest at Jantar Mantar; Home Ministry directs States, Union Territories to prevent

protesters from entering capital; around 13,000 additional Central security personnel deployed amid heightened security

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

Authorities have taken
several measures ahead of
the protest, including in-
ternet curbs in parts of Del-
hi,_the shutting down_of

markets and Metro_sta-
tions, and the cancelling of
dozens of trains bound for
the capital.

The Union Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) direct-
ed all States and Union Ter=
ritories (U.T.s) to coordi-
nate with the Delhi Police
and take preventive mea-
sures to stop the move-
ment of protesters towards
Delhi. In a communication
sent to Chief Secretaries
and Directors General of
Police (DGP), Union Home
Secretary Govind Mohan
drew attention to the
“grave law-and-order and
public-order implications”
arising from the proposed
protest.

The letter noted that the
w-
cally rejected the CJP’s re-
quest to hold the Eather-
ing._The communication
further said the CJP and
supporting organisations

protest near Jantar Mantar in New Delhi. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

Repeal all State polls: INDIA bloc

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

Before their meeting
with the President, the
Opposition leaders
gathered at the central hall
of Samvidhan Sadan,
where, according to
sources, L
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had a “documented histo-
ry of non-compliance with
lawful directions” during
previous mobilisations, ad-
ding that earlier protests
involving participants tra-
velling from different
States had resulted in sig-
nificant disruption to pu-
blic order and damage to
public property, the letter,
seen by The Hindu, said.

The letter cited intelli-
gence inputs as indicating
that the CJP and its suppor-
ters intended to defy statu-
tory restrictions and at-
tempt entry into Delhi
from various States and
UT.s.

“To re-e
breach of public tranquilli-

ty and to safeguard critical
infrastructure,” the Home

Mimnistry directed States to
“immediateix operational-

ise preventive measures in
coordination with the Del-
hi_Police and within _the
framewark oflaw”.

The Ministry empha-
sised continuous, real-time
intelligence-sharing among
State intelligence agencies,
transit authorities and the
Delhi Police to ensure coor-
dinated action. The Minis-
try called for the strict im-
plementation of the
directions to uphold the
rule of law.

Around 6,000 addition-
al security personnel — 40
companies of the Indo-Ti-

betan Border Police (ITBP)
and 20 companies of Sash-
astra Seema Bal (SSB), the
primary border-guarding
forces along the border
with China and Nepal, res-
pectively — were deployed
in Delhi for “law-and-order
duty” on the instructions
of the Union Home Minis-
try. This deployment is in
addition to the 7,000 Cen-
tral Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) personnel pulled
from Chhattisgarh and
West Bengal, as well as per-
sonnel of the Delhi Police.
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(@er Such a decision should

‘over-reaching,
says top court

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

A three-judge Bench
drew an assurance from
Solicitor-General Tushar
Mehta that he would “im-
press upon the authorities
to reassess the travel
prohibitions”.

Choosing gentle persua-
sion over a legal show-
down in the courtroom

“We clarify that alth-

i

be widely publicised to
prevent further inconve-
nience,” the court directed
in a four-page order.

The Bench, headed by
Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant, did not expand on
what it exactly meant by a
“suitable and regulated
manner”, but indicated
the restrictions must be
proportionate.
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Appeals for return

to voter list should
be heard first: SC

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

An affidavit filed by the

Election Commission of In-
dia (ECIZ in the Supreme

Court 1n September 2026
revealed that more than-22
lakh voters gurgea fr Lom
the electoral

the Special Intensive Revi-

sion (SIRLin West Bengal,
W

0)

screEanaes : had filed

apqeals challenging_their
exclusion,

The EC affidavit had said
that 16.10 lakh appeals had
been filed against inclu-
sion. The poll body had
said a total of 38.31 lakh ap-
peals were filed in the tri-
bunals in the State.

The 19 Appellate Tribu-
nals are struggling under a
massive backlog, with
37.05 lakh of the 38.31 lakh
appeals currently stuck in
limbo. At the present pace,
clearing the backlog will
take more than 12 years,
one of the petitioners, Con-

g

gressleader Prasenijit Bose,
has argued.

So far, the Appellate Tri-
bunals, according to ECI
statistics, have disposed of
only 3% of the total appeals
filed.

In an oral mentioning,
senior advocate Gopal San-
karanarayanan, appearing
for Mr. Bose, and advo-
cates Prashant Bhushan
and Neha Rathi, represent-
ing five disentitled voters,
said these voters should be
allowed to cast their vote in
the Municipal elections
scheduled for November
2026.

“We are already work-
ing on the issue of the
pending appeals. We will
find a via media [middle
path] solution. There are
appeals by persons seeking
inclusion. They will be ta-
ken first,” Chief Justice Su-
rya Kant said orally.



INDIA REMAINS VULNERABLE TO SUPPLY DISRUPTIONS

Critical minerals
stockpiling polic
likelyinamonth

Pratyush Deep
New Delhi, October 9

Chandra, Secretary, Ministry of
Mines, speaking at India Mines
and Minerals Conclave 2026
organised by Industry body

A stockpile 1s a strategic re-
serve maintained to ensure an
uninterrupted supply of critical

The government’s flagship
overseas acquisition vehicle,
KhanijBidesh India Ltd (KABIL)
hasstruggled toexpand itsover-
seas footprint in mineral-rich
countriessuchas Australia, Viet-
nam, Mali and Chile, as pro-
posed investments in critical
mineral extraction projects have
either stalled or fallen through.
So far, progress has been li-
mited to Argentina, whereithas
acquired five lithium brine

vy

A stockpile is a strategic reserve maintained to ensure an
uninterrupted supply-of critical minerals. Reuters

times oftradé tensions.

Fo Safeguard the country
fromany supply disruptions, In-
dia’s National Critical Minerals
Mission (NCMM) has proposed
to develop a National Critical
Mineral Stockpile Programme
for stockpiling critical and stra-
tegicminerals. For the develop-
ment of such areserve, the gov-
ernment also commits to
allocate Rs 500 crore for the
mission period of seven years,
from2024-25t02030-31.

The National Critical Min-
erals Stockpile will have at least
S critical minerals, designed to
mitigate risks from global supply
chain disruptions and ensure
thatessential minerals are avail-
able to meet domestic needs
during emergencies.

“Ajoint initiative between
central PSUs or with private
companies shall be institution-
alised to develop a National
Critical Mineral Stockpile Pro-
gramme, for stockpilingcritical
and strategic minerals, toguard
against supply disruptions and
aid mineral supply for domestic
utilisation,” a government
document on NCMM released
in 2025 said.

Push for critical
mineral processing

To boost domestic process-
ing capacity, the government
has identified four states —
AndhraPradesh, Odisha, Guja-
rat and Maharashtra — to pro-
mote the setting up of critical
mineral processing plants.

Chandra said that the gov-
ernment plans to develop
every park as a complete eco-
system for a particular mineral.
Accordingly, Gujarat and
Andhra Pradesh are looking at
rare earth processing, while
Odisha and Maharashtra are
set to focus on nickel and li-
thium, respectively.

He also stressed the need
for developing indigenous
technology for critical mineral
processing. FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM



Musk escalates row over
Starlink’s India launch

B Chereatc many areas of

India, asthére arein all countries,

with neInternet access, which
denieschildren the opportunity

for education and for small busi-

nesses the opportunity to sell

their goodsta a globalmarket.
Starlinkwould changetheirlives
for the better,” he said.




G20 statement on global overcapacity:
Views of India, US may be converging

Ravi Dutta Mishra
New Delhi, October 9

share non-confidential in-
formation and data on struc-

tural excess capacity and pro-
duction, its impact on these
sectors, and efforts to mitigate
the damage; and identify in-
formation gaps, drawing upon
work of the OECD and other
sources as appropriate,” the
joint statement said.

“We commit toexploring ef-
fective and, whenever possible,
complementary actions to de-
fend oureconomies from the
negative impact on trade and
workers created by structural
excess capacity and produc-
tion. Working together, we aim
tocreate the conditions necess-
ary so that market-oriented
competition in affected sectors
can thrive once again,” the
statement said.

Apart from the G20 Trade
Ministers meeting, Commerce
Minister Piyush Goyal had also
held bilateral negotiations
with the US on the prospects of
the trade deal, and trade ex-
perts pointed out that India’s
commitment to take action to

address overcapacity-related
concerns could help get better
rates than those of Association
of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) competitors and
China.

The Section 301 investiga-

tion on overcapacity is evaluat-
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European Union (EU), Singa-
pore, Switzerland, Norway, In-

donesia, Malaysia, Cambodia,
Thailand, Korea (South Korea),
Vietnam, Taiw: sh,
Mexico, Japan and India.
m also
said that trade ministers de-
cided by consensus to partici-
pate in an Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and
Development Steel Commiittee
meeting thatled to the creation
of the Global Forum on Steel
Excess Capacity as a cooper-
ative platform dedicated to de-
veloping and implementing
collective solutions to address
structural excess capacity and
production and enhance mar-
ket function in the steel sector.
FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM




India’s share of global greenfield investments
more than double China’s during 2020-25

A report by the UN Conference on Trade and Development says greenfield investments are ineréasingly taking place in strategic sectors; It added

that India remains the fastest-growing major economy, even though domestic consumption isstarting to show signs of strain due to higher prices

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan

NEW DELHI

However, it also said in-
vestment in strategic sec-
tors still remains concen-
trated in Europe and North
America, highlighting the
integration challenges for
the Global South.

The latest Trade and De-
velopment Report 2026 re-
port by UNCTAD, released
on Friday, said that green-
field investments were in-
creasingly being made in
strategic sectors. Green-
field investments refer to
those made by companies
in new ventures in another

country.

Lion’s sharesAmong these strategic sectors, Al infrastructure and
related technologies attracted the largest share. REUTERS

in the report.
Among_these_strategic

sectors,  artificial intelli-

gence (AD mfrastrgg;u;g

and related tech

attracted the largest shdre

of 12.4% of the 8457 jl-
Ton of oV -
figld investment that took
place within this period. Al
infrastructure _ was__fol*
lowed by the semiconduc-
tor value chain (8.1%) and
energy transition technol-
ogies and services (7.8%).
“The geographic dispar-
ity in strategic investment
underscores the growing
integration challenges for
the Global South, especial-
ly for the least developed
countries,” the UNCTAD
report said.
It pointed out that Eu-
rope accounted for 28.4%
c investment and
North America captured

another 28%.

The report also shows
that India ranks high in
terms of the number of in-
dustrial policies it has im-
plemented over the last
two decades or so. During
2008-21, India implement-
ed 1,416 industrial policies,
behind only China (4,201)
and the U.S. (4,025).



UP Cabinet passes proposal toren
airport as Narendra Mod1 Intemat

Bhupendra Pandey
Lucknow, October 9

THE UTTAR Pradesh govern-
ment passed a proposal to re-
name Noida International Air-
port as ‘Narendra Modi
International Airportin a Cabi-
net meeting on Friday morn-
ing. CM Yogi Adityanath said
the decision was taken to mark
completion of 25 years of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s pub-
liclife and express the state gov-
ernment’s gratitude for his
“guidance and contribution” to
the state’s development.

“The Noida International
Airport is a major gift to Uttar
Pradesh from the Prime Min-
ister,” said Adityanath. “In the
coming years, this airport will
take the state’seconomy, indus-
try, tourism and global connec-
tivity to new heights. With this
very sentiment, the Cabinet has

Flights from the airportcurrently connect passengers to five
destinations across thecountry. express

passed the proposal:”

The Cabinet passed a con-
gratulatory resolution. On Oc-
tober. 7, Modi completed 25
yearsas head of a government.

The airport, which was in-
augurated by Modiin March, is
the second international air-
portin the National Capital Re-
gion. Commercial operations

kicked off in June.

Flights from NIA currently
connect passengersto five des-
tinations across the country:
Amritsar, Bengaluru, Hydera-
bad, Jammu and Navi Mum-
bai. By the end of this year, in-
ternational flight operations
are expected to begin.

Designed and built by an

Airport
arm of Zurich Airport Interna-
tional AG, the airport opened
after a nearly two-year delay.
The initial phase includes a
single runway and passenger
terminal capacity handling up
to 12 million passengers an-
nually. The second phase is ex-
pected to be operational in
2031-32. Adityanath described
NIA asthestate’s largest airport
and said it will be developed
into one of the country’s major
aviation hubs, strengthening
connectivity with the express-
ways built across the state.

The CM said the PM’s 25-
year journey in public life had
been guided by the principles
of “service, dedication and na-
tion first”. “It is not merely a
journey of power or govern-
ance, but one from public ser-
vice to public welfare and from
public participation to public
trust,” he said.



TRUMP ADMN MOVES AGAINST IT FIRMS

Deeply otfensive, do
not advance shared
ambitions: India

on vVance, US steps

Do not view immigration, skilled'talent
mobility through same lenss:Nasscom

Shubhajit Roy & Divya A
New Delhi, October 9

THE US decision to suspend
eight IT firms, including Micto-
soft, Tata Consultancy Setvices,
Infosys and Wipro, from-a pro-
gramme to apply for green
cards for foreign'workers drew
a sharp respénse from India
Friday which said the steps an-
nounced “do not advance the
shared ambitions” of both
countries.

On US Vice President J D
Vance referring to foreign
workers hired on H1-B visas as
“foreign indentured servants”,
the Ministry of External Affairs
said “resorting to terminology
that carries painful historical
and colonial legacy connota-
tions is deeply offensive”.

Delhi’s response came
hours after the US administra-
tion suspended some of the lar-

E @ EXPLAINED

Widening of
crackdown

Thelatest US actionisaclear
broadening of crackdown on
foreign workersthathas be-
come acentral policy under
Trump. TechnologyandIT
services companies are fac-
ing greater scrutiny over
theirreliance on foreign
workers. US authorities have
stepped up their probeinto
alleged misuse of H-1Band
PERM programmes.

gestIT outsourcing firmsin the
world from the Permanent La-
bour Certification Programme.
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‘Pak. has substantial forces
deployed in Saudi Arabia’

Pakistani personnel won' cross into another territory to attack the Houthis, but will defend Saudi

territory, says Foreign Ministry; deal signed in August vows mutual help if any member is attacked

Agence France-Presse ‘ | vy

ISLAMABAD

Show of support: Military leaders of Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and
Turkiye during a meeting in Riyadh in September. REUTERS

spokesperson Sajjad Haid-
er Khan told presspersons,
without specifying wheth-
er the deployment had
grown under a major de-
fence pact inked this year
with Turkiye and Saudi
Arabia.

Pakistan signed a de-
fence agreement with Sau-
di Arabia and Turkiye in
August committing the

three countries to come to
each other’s aid in the
event one was attacked.

The conflict between
the Houthis (Ansar Allah)
and Yemen’s Saudi-backed
government has widened,
with the militant group
staging repeated attacks on
Saudi targets since they be-
gan a lightning offensive
just across the border.

Mr. Khan declined to say
whether new Pakistani de-
ployments had been made
since Saudi Arabia’s con-
flict intensified and said
“how much and when and

_where” forces would be

deployed would be up to
the trilateral alliance,
which is headquartered in

Riyadh.




