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Minister Nirmala Sithara-

man said on Monday.
Speaking at the Munich

Leaders Meeting here, Ms.

ter said. “The negotiations
are still ongoing but we
would like to believe that

Further demands on
India-U.S. deal ‘very
difficult’: Sitharaman

Nirmala Sitharaman

both sides have reached a
plateau beyond which giv-
ing or taking might be very
difficult.”

She added that a predo-
minant feature of the In-
dia-U.S. trade relationship
is that India has a substan-
tial trade surplus, someth-
ing the U.S. is looking to
address.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10




India, Switzerland to boost
defence, nuclear ties: Modi

The two sides agree to extend visas, student permits based on equal treatment principles; other

agreements promote research, innovation, and explore opportunities in transport, infrastructure

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Agreements signed by
the two sides included one
to extend visa durations

“Today, we ‘identified
new opportunities for
cooperation in military ex-
changes and defence pro-
duction,” Mr. Modi said in

W

Swiss President GuyParmelin and Narendra Modi at a joint press
meet at Hyderabad House in New Delhi on Monday. ANI

Mr. Parmelin is accom-
panied by a large business
delegation, underscoring
the Swiss business com-
munity’s desire to make
the most of the TEPA. Ho-
wever, the Swiss President
noted that there are unfin-
ished aspects, which will
spur further investments
once complete.

“To continue stimulat-

ing investment, Switzer-
land hopes to conclude an
investment protection
agreement quickly,” Mr.
Parmelin said. “In this con-
text, it is equally important
to achieve results in the
discussions on intellectual
property protection.”

Multiple-entry visas

The two countries signed
five agreements, including
Memorandums of Under-
standing (MoU) and Letters
of Intent (Lol), across a
wide variety of sectors, the
External Affairs Ministry
said.

e Agreement on the
Exchange of Young Profes-
sionals covers young peo-
ple taking up temporary
employment in the other
country to enhance their
professional and language
skills within their field.

An Lol was signed bet-
ween the Department of
Science and Technology
(DST) and the Swiss Na-
tional Science Foundation
to promote long-term
cooperation between the
Indian and Swiss research
communities.



CEC has lost public trust,
must be removed: activists

Suruchi Kumari
NEW DELHI

ey subsequently
emailed their “chargesh-
eet” to the CEC. It invokes
Article 324(5) of the Gonsti-
tution, which protects the
CEC from removal except
on grounds of “proved mis-
behaviour or-<ncapacity”,
and alleges that the CEC’s
conduct amounted to a
sustained disregard of law
and constitutional duty.
The 14-member delega-
tion included former Delhi
Lieutenant-Governor Na-
jeeb Jung, former Union

an Y

Taking a stand: Activist Anjali Bhardwaj and former Delhi
Lieutenant-GovernorNajeeb Jung in New Delhi on Monday. ANI

Home Secretary G.K. Pillai,
and other former IAS offic-
ers.and-Ambassadors.

The group said the
charges amounted to a
“people’s impeachment”
of the CEC and argued that
he had lost the public trust
necessary to continue in
office. “EC is functioning il-
legally and failing in its res-
ponsibility. We believe that
the CEC must resign,” acti-
vist Anjali Bhardwaj said.

The chargesheet alleges
that the conduct of the EC
had compromised citizens’
ability to establish their
eligibility for inclusion in
the electoral rolls, adding
that such conduct under-
mined the EC’s public
credibility.



HC asks EC: If citizens are being
removed, whatis purpose of SIR?

Bombay HC is hearing petition against
deletion of names of 6 members of a Goa
family from rolls after their applications
foraddress change were rejected

Pavneet Singh Chadha
Panaji, October 5

Hearing a petition where
names of six members of a
family had been deleted from
the electoral rolls after their
Form 8 applications for a
change of address were re-
jected, the HC said the voter is

facing “a Catch-22 situation”
in this matter.

He gives Form 8...you say ‘I
cannotaccept it an& ou must
givethe enumeratlon;. He says
A TomCwant o e he oot

mération’. But [Rule) 21 says
ywm.m' haveto hear ATmDefore

removi

movinghisname.. notfrom
the draft, from the grigifial
ol =

The bench said the ECThas
an obligationto ensure all the
citizens are on the list. “If
citizens are excluded, what
will wé do with SIR? If citizens
are beifig removed from the
list, then'what is the purpose
of this entire SIR process?,” it
asked.

The petitioners — Paresh
Salgaoncar and five members
of his family — had moved to
anew house in the same Santa
Cruz Assembly constituency
eight years ago and were in-
structed by the booth-level of-
ficer (BLO) to submit Form 8
for change of address.

The petitioners submitted
that the Assistant Electoral
Registration Officer informed
them that their EPICs (Elec-

tors Pheto Identity Cards) had
been deleted from the rolls
and consequently, their Form
8 applications could not be
processed. The only recourse
available was to submit Form
6 _(which is for new voters)
since there was no option in
ERONET for reviewing or re-
storing the deleted EPICs.

‘No voter should sign
afalsedeclaration’

will he sign this? Thisis a false
statement..Why should he

give a false declaration? No
voter should sign this,” the
bench said.

The Election Commission
of India (ECI) told the court
that the guidelines clearly
state that if someone has not
submitted the enumeration
form, their nameisliable tobe

\(yted from the roll.

“In case an elector is un-
able to submit their filled-in
enumeration form within the
specified time, they may fill
Form 6 along with declaration
for inclusion during the
claims and objection period...
Ordinarily, Form 8 is by a per-
son whose nameisthere inthe
draft roll, but says I am no
longer residing here and I have
shifted. He submits his Form
8 because it refers to an exist-
ing residence on the roll,” the
counsel for ECI said.




J&K sends 150 ‘Bangla immligrants’ on
IAF aircraft to Bengal for-deportation

BashaaratMasood who were detained from differ- demographic changes, set up
Srinagar, October 5 ent parts of the UnionTerritory by the Union Home Ministry in
during a survey to identify il- May this year, visited Jammu
legal immigrants and keptin a i its £ i
facility manned by the police.

FromBagdogra, the 150 will
bedeported to Bangladesh, of-
ficials said.

This comes two months
The 150 are among 500 people™, afterahigh-level committee on »CONTINUED ON PAGE 2




J&K sends 150 ‘illegal

immigrants’ to Bengal

Force (BSF) and deported on
October 7, sources said.

J&K police have conducted
a special exercise over the last
few days to identify “illegal im-
migrants” in the Union Terri-
tory, sources said, adding that
around SO0 people — mostly
from Bangladesh — were de-
tained and shifted to the facil-
ity on the outskirts of Srinagar
city.

“Most of these people have
been settled in different parts
of the Kashmir Valley for many
years now,” said a police officer.
“They were mostly deing me-
nial jobs like ragpicking, etc.”

Sources said somie of those
detained aretRohingya from
Myanmar, Qthers will also be
sent outin batches in the
coming days and deported,
sources said.

The committee's‘mandate
is to study sdemographic
changesarisingfromillegal im-
migrationand other factors
and torecommend measures
to address them. It has been
asked to submit its report
within one year.

It had sought details from
statesand Union Territoriesre-
garding “visible changes” inre-
ligiousdemography across dis-
tricts, industrial clusters and
border districts over the last 15
years.

In a letter dispatched to
statesand UTsover thelasttwo
months, the Committee sought
“time-series data” indicating
changes over the years, along-
side otheradministrative data-
sets, an assessment by state
governments of “major trends”
in demographics, and data on
the religious composition of
tribal populations since 2011.

WITHPTI



EASE OF DOING BUSINESS IN FOCUS: NO ARREST, MINIMUM SENTENCING TO Rs 10,000-FLOOR FOR NOTICES

GST processreforms pin hopeon
data, tech to ensure comphance

Siddharth Upasani &
Aanchal Magazine
New Delhi, October 5

THE GST Council’s meeting on
Thursday will take up the sec-
ond half of the reform exercise
that was kicked off with the
Goods and Services Tax (GST)
rate cutsannounced in Septem-
ber 2025. Officials said the pro-
cess reforms on the agenda will
cement the indirect tax regime
for the next half a decade or so
and “systems built on technol-
ogy and good quality data” can
help ensure correct behaviour
from businesses without “oner-
ous compliance”.

“GST rates were cleaned up
last year. Now, the focus is on
movingtowards astable taxsys-
tem with predictability, as was
the demand from the industry.
It may take a year or two to sta-
bilise and then the GST regime
will only require minor tweaks
forthe next5-6years,” an official
said. “If the proposals are ap-
proved by the Council, then the
framework will be set,” the offi¢
cialadded.

Akey proposal in the proeess
reformsthat will be discussedin
the Council meetingon October

8isgoingtobetheremoval ofthe
power to arrest by GST officers,
as reported by The Indian Ex-
pressonSunday. This power, of-
ficials said, has led to the cre-
ation of unnecessary leverage
over businesses even before the
actual arrest stage is reached.

“Taxdisputeswill be resolved
through civil consequences,
namely recovery of thetax, inter-
est forthe delay, and penalty,”the
official said. However, prosecu-
tion will remain available, with
the GST Council expected todis-
cuss some tweaks. Additionally,
the threshold for prosecution is
likely to be increased from Rs L
crore toRs S crore.

The sentencing provisions
are also proposed to be seftened,
with the minimum sentence
likely to be remoyed altogether.
This, officials said, means courts
won’tbebound toimposeaterm
of imprisenment regardless of
circumstances. Also, a fine will
beavailableasan optioninevery
case. Furthermore, itis proposed
thatno notice will beissued atall
where the amount involved is
below Rs 10,000. Crucially, this
change is expected to apply to
new cases as well as those pend-
ing, whether in adjudication or

The GST Council last metin
September 2025. reuters

in the appeal phase.

“Such cases are about a fifth
ofall casesby numberand aneg-
ligible part of the money. For a
small business, a notice of this
size costs more to answer in fees
and timethan theamountin dis-
pute. Removing that category
will be a real relief, and will free
up officers for matters of sub-
stance,” the official said.

The GST Council will delib-
erate on a wide variety of issues
on October 8 that encompass all
thetaxdealings of anentity dur-
ing its lifecycle- getting regis-

GST Councilto now

meeton Thursday

New Delhi: The 57th meeting of
the GST Council has been re-
scheduled to Thursday from
Wednesday, an office memor-
andum said, citing “unavoid-
able circumstances”. This will
be the Council’s first meeting
afteritannounced an overhaul
of Goods and Services Tax rates
in early September 2025. This
week’s meeting is expected to
focus on process reforms. ENS

tered, filing returns and correc-
ting them, claiming refunds,
and answering demands.

“All four processes are pro-
posed to be redesigned on a
single principle, namely thatthe
system should do what can be
done from data and the officer
should be left with what needs
judgement,” an official said.

One major process change is
settobeforthe exportofservices,
which will help align GST laws
with the practice onground. Cit-
ing the example of a testing lab-
oratory which receives a proto-

type froma foreign client, testsit,
sendsback the report, and is paid
in foreign exchange, the official
explained that the place of
supply followed where the work
was performed. “It will now fol-
lowthelocation of the customer,
and such work therefore
qualifiesasanexport. Thisopens
the whole field of testing, certifi-
cation, repair, calibration, re-
search and analysis to export
treatment, and India has sub-
stantial capacity in all of them.”
Wednesday’s meetingcomes
over 13 months after the last one
in September 2025 which an-
nounced the major rate overhaul
that saw the number of tax slabs
being reduced to 5% and 18%,
with a 40% rate for demerit
goods. “There have been no
meetings of the GST Council in
the interim, butdiscussionshave
been ongoing to bring all stake-
holders on the same page, and
thattakestime. What has helped
is that there have not been any
major concerns about revenues
beingadverselyimpactedbythe
rate rationalisation exercise of
September 2025. This has made
iteasiertogoahead with the pro-
cess reforms discussions at this
week’s GST Council meeting.”



Hundreds of French
schools stay closed
ahead of nationwide
day of student protests

Dominique Vidalon
Paris, October 5

About 400 to 500 high
schools are expected to remain
completely or partially closed
on Monday in France, out of a
total of 3,700, Education Min-
ister Edouard Geffray said on
Sunday evening.

The protests began in late
September at a high schoolina
Paris suburb over teacher short-

ages before spreading nation-
wide.

“Our priority isto restore
order," government spokes-
woman Maud Bregeon told
CNews teleyision on Monday.

n onday,
showed images of police and
students clashing in Lille in
northern France, tear gasbeing
used in Toulouse in the south-
west and of a fire being lit as
people tried to break into a
school in central Paris.

Carole Zerbib, head of the
vandalised Lycee Vauquelin in
the 13th district of Paris, said
her school had been attacked
by a "very determined" group
wearing hoods and masks who
tried to break through the
school's entrance door and
then lit a fire. Police and fire-
fighters quickly put out the fire
and the school was evacuated

and classes were suspended.
REUTERS



Yemeni govt forces
drive out Houthis
from Bab el-Mandeb

Reuters

October 5

The governnient forces had
already taken'key positions in-
cluding an‘airstrip in the Dhu-
bab districtat the mouth of the
strait, a vital oil route whose
seizure by the Houthis last
month sent shockwaves
through energy markets.

While recapturing the coas-
tal area around the strait would
make it harder for the Houthis

Houthis seek to control the vital
Bab el-Mandeb Strait

to disrupt shipping between
the Mediterranean and the In-
dian Ocean, they could still at-
tack vessels with drones from
positions further up the coast
and inland.

Meanwhile, the Houthis
themselves made important
advances near the city of Taiz,
gaining sections of amountain
road to leave government
forces there besieged, accord-
ingto five military sources with
the Yemeni government. One
government source denied the
road had been cut.




DECISION COMES ONE WEEK AFTER SUSPECTED TERROR PLOT AT FAIRFORD BASE

USbombers moved from UK
to ‘protect our guys’: Vance

Kate Holton ) Rubio said on Monday the
& Jonathan Landay US had confidence in the secur-
London, Washington, Oct 5 ity of all its bases. During the
current conflict, the US had per-
mission to use Fairford only to
strike Iranian missile sites that

were attacking ships in the

A Pentagon official con-

Last week, five British men firmed on Sunday that all US

were arrested near the base -  AB-1bomber takesofffrom RAF Fairford airbase on Sunday. Reuters bombers which had been de-
which Iran’s Revolutionary ployed to Fairford had headed
Guards previously said wasa  United States(and others),sowe  threat to US assets in the UK”. totheir homestationsinthe US.
legitimate target — on suspi-  are beingextremely cautious, While much about the inci-

cion of preparing terroristacts.  and that'sallI'dsayaboutthat.” dentremainsunexplained, Brit-
ish PM Andy Burnham said any
plot was likely backed by Iran.
Iran has said accusations
that it was involved in any plot
are baseless, and Foreign Min-
ister Abbas Araghchi wrote on

ANATO military source had
said on Monday: “It is still be-
lieved that Iran poses an acute




Brazil lurches to the right as Lula falters

President trailed his challenger Flavio Bolsonaro by about 1.8 percentage points, or 2.2 million votes; the right-wing Liberal Party broke voting records

in Congress, emerged as the dominant force in the Senate and made significant gains in State assemblies; Lula and Flavio will face a run-off on Oct. 25

Shobhan Saxena
SAO PAULO

unday night was sup-
s posed to be historic

for Luiz Indcio Lula
da Silva, who was seeking a
record fourth term as Bra-
zil’s President. But when
the results came in, the
night looked gloomy. In-
stead of winning in the first
round, as his supporters
had expected, Lula trailed
his challenger Flavio Bolso-
naro by about 1.8 percen-
tage points, or 2.2 million
votes. With Flavio also fall-
ing short of the 50% need-
ed for an outright victory,
the election now moves to
asecond round on October
25 — leaving Lula facing a
tougher contest than anti-
cipated, while Bolsonaro
heads into the runoff with
the momentum of having
finished first.

Men look at newspapers displaying coverage of Brazil’s presidential

election results at a newsstand in Rio de Janeiro.on-Monday. AFp

The two candidates
struck sharply different
notes as the results be-
came clear. Flavio, the el-
dest son of former Presi-
dent Jair  Bolsonaro,
declared that Brazilians
were demanding change.
“It is the end of the era of
the Workers Party (PT); it
is a big change in our coun-
try,” he told reporters in

Brasilia. Lula, speaking to
supporters in Sdo Paulo,
acknowledged that the re-
sult had been unexpected.
“I'confess to you that [ was
convinced I would win the
election in the first round,”
he said. But Lula insisted
that the contest had now
entered a new phase. “The
second round is a new
campaign,” he said, argu-

ing that the runoff would
give voters a direct choice
between theé two candi-
dates and their visions.
Political pundits agree
thatthe second round is a
new election and can go
either way. But there is lit-
tle doubt that, for now, the
momentum is with the
right. As if Flavio staying
ahead of Lula in the presi-
dential election was not
shocking enough for Bra-
zil’'s left, the results for
Congress, the Senate and
State governors came as a
big jolt too. Candidates
from the Bolsonaros’ Lib-
eral Party (PL) broke vot-
ing records in Congress,
while the party emerged as
the dominant force in the
Senate and made signifi-
cant gains in State assem-
blies. Flavio’s supporters
also account for a majority
of the governors elected in

the first round, pointing to
a broad rightward shift
that extends beyond the
presidential race.

But the most significant
feature of the rightward
shift may be that the PL has
not grown at the expense
of Lula’s party. The far-
right party has expanded
its base by eating into the
traditional ~ conservative
and centre-right political
space. With 19 senators
elected, the PL will in-
crease its representation
from 15 to 28 seats from Fe-
bruary 2027, giving it the
second-largest single-party
bloc in the Senate since

Brazil's return to
democracy.
While the left has main-

tained its position in the
Chamber and Senate, the
far right has grown by de-
vouring much of the right.

Another factor behind

Flavio’s strong perfor-
mance was the evangelical
vote, which has increasing-
ly consolidated behind the
Bolsonaro family, while Lu-
la failed to translate Brazil’s
large Catholic population
into the electoral advan-
tage his campaign had ex-
pected. The contrast was
particularly striking after
the controversy surround-
ing Nossa Senhora Apareci-
da, Brazil’s patron saint,
which became a political
issue during the campaign.
In municipalities with an
above-average concentra-
tion of evangelicals, Flavio
won 52% of the valid votes.
The contrast was even
sharper in municipalities
with the highest concentra-
tion of Catholics. Lula’s
share there fell by 11 per-
centage points compared
with his previous
performance.



BEIJING
Philippines involved in ‘provocative

acts’ in South China Sea, says China

AP
A

China warned Philippines on Monday against “provocative acts” in
the disputed South China Sea, accusing a Philippine aircraft of an
airspace violation. The Philippine forces said a Chinese fighter jet
interfered with a “routine military patrol” carried out by a Cessna
208 turboprop near the Scarborough Shoal on Saturday. AFp

Pakistan, Turkiye
to deploy forces
in Saudi Arabia

Reuters tacks against the Kingdom
ISLAMABAD and the holy sites,” Saudi
Defence Minister said on X.

The offensive came just
after the rebels said they
had captured more territo-
ry in the southwestern Ye-
men, taking a key town in a
blow to the Saudi-backed

The meeting “reaf- forces as they advanced to-
firmed the solidarity and  ward a strategic provincial
unity of our countries in  capital in the region.
confronting the heinous at- (With AFP inputs)




