US, Chinain competitive mode, India and others
must de-risk, diversify for owngood: Jaishankar

EXPLAINED

Says if US does not appreciate India’s
concern on Pak terror, it can impact ties

; hifting lan

Shubhajit Roy Shift gla dscape

New Delhi, September 29 Atatimewhen conflicts
haveroiled economies and

disrupted supply chains, the
US and Chinaare competing
and because they cannot
agree globally, the rest of the
world needsto de-risk, di-
External Affairs Minister versifytosurviveina frag-

S Jaishankar at Asia Society mented order.

»CONTINUED ONPAGE2  Policy Institute in New York. ani

IN FIRST remarks on the meet- Speaking at the AsiaSociety
ingbetween USPresidentDon-  Policy Institutedin New York
ald Trump and Chinese Presi- Monday, after spending an en-
dent Xi Jinping. External tireweekatthe UN'General As-
sembly.session. Jaishankar




Jaishankar

Referring to the ‘G2’ summit
between Trump and Xiin Wash-

may have their points of conver-
gence” but “overall they arein a
competitive mode”.

“Eachone of usis looking for
our optimal solutions:How do
we de-risk? How do we diversify?
Which are the new/partners?
Where do weget more value out
of an existing partnership? We
are really looking today at a dif-
fictltglobal situation. But as al-
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ways, countries respond, they
calculate, they adjust; they find
new accommodations, they find
new solutions,and that is how
the international order de-
velops, and'it is that develop-
ment today.that I think the UN
isawitnessto,” he said.

On the India-US trade ne-
gotiations, he pointed to the
“stakes” and “complexity” in-
volved. “A trade negotiation
required a certain amount of ...
patience and detailing to see it
through... expectation it could
rapidly move forward, I think,
wastested againstaground real-
ity which was much more com-

onthetrade agreement.”

something which matters so
deeply to us, there isn’t enough
understanding or appreciation
or empathy of that, I think that
creates a problem too. That you
knowif...one of my primary con-
cerns is not fully appreciated by
my partner, clearly thereisanim-
pact of that on relationship,” he
said, referring to India-US ties.



Suspend SIR as its constitutional
validity is doubtful, says Congress

Congress Working Committee expresses ‘grave concern’ over ‘systematic subversion’ of electoral system, seeks resignation of

Modi, Shah; it calls CEC a ‘'small fish seeks immediate halt to the review exercise and-restoration of 13.3 crore deleted names

Sandeep Phukan
NEW DELHI

The CWC resolution
called for the resignations
of Mr. Modi and Mr. Shah
after party president Malli-
karjun Kharge said that
“Mr. Kumar was a small
fish and the real big ones

are the Prime Minister and
the Home Minister”. The
remark was strongly en-
dorsed by Congress Parlia-
mentary Party chairperson
Sonia Gandhi.

T i @ Indium

Congress chief Mallikarjun Kharge with Sonia Gandhi and Rahul
Gandhi at the CWC meeting in New Delhi. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

‘Brazen theft’

ECreverts to
original format
for Form 6 online

NEW DELHI

The Election Commission has
reverted to the original format
of Form 6 used for fresh voter
registrations in its online
module, with a separate
declaration to be filled by
voters in States that are under
currently undergoing the SIR
process. » PAGE 13

SC agrees to hear
petition against
CEC next week

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday agreed to hear next
week a petition citing
allegations against Chief
Election Commissioner (CEC)
Gyanesh Kumar regarding his
unilateral exercise of authority
in the name of the Election
Commission. » PAGE 13

|||€ III expressel

“grave concern over the
systematic subversion” of

India’s electoral system
and said the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party and its “hand-
picked officials” must un-
derstand that this “brazen
theft” of the people’s fran-
chise would not go
unanswered.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12



Suspend SIR as its
validity doubtful: Cong.

Addressing a joint press conference with Jairam
Ramesh, Congress general secretary (organisa-
tion), senior leader K. C. Venugopal said that since

Mr. Venugopal said the INDIA bloc meeting on
Wednesday would chalk out a further course of
action to resist what the Gongress has termed vote
chori (vote theft). “The Congress wants to hold a
massive agitation to-save democracy in the coun-
try with the help ofall political parties. There will
be valuable suggestions from leaders of the INDIA
bloc tomorrow; after that we will sit and formalise
the clear.action plan for the future agitation,” he
said.

“We do not view this issue merely as a battle to
win or lose an election,” the Congress chief said,
adding, “We must convey to every citizen that in a
democracy, the most powerful person is the or-
dinary voter — not the Prime Minister, the Chief
Minister, or a leader in power.”



Rahul recalls Modi remark:
‘wWhen we go, you will come’

At Congress Working Committee meeting, Leader of Opposition tells party colleagues what Prime

Minister Modi once said to him; he also urges party to raise the issue of ‘vote chori’ . more forcefully

Sandeep Phukan
NEW DELHI

rime Minister Na-
Prendra Modi, in a
closed-door meet-

ing with Rahul Gandhi in
his capacity as Leader of
the Opposition in the Lok
Sabha, told him that the
Congress would return to
power once the Bharatiya
Janata Party was out of
power, Mr. Gandhi told his
colleagues at the Congress
Working Committee (CWC)
meeting on Tuesday.

Mr. Gandhi, who spoke
for 20 to 25 minutes at the
CWC meeting, focused on
the principle of resistance
within the party and asked
his colleagues to remain
confident, sources said.

Recalling a Selection
Committee meeting with
the Prime Minister and
Home Minister for a.consti-
tutional post, Mr.-Gandhi
said that when he ques-
tioned Mr. Modi about
pushing through a candi-
date he had opposed as the
Leader of the Opposition,
the Prime Minister said he
was acting in the manner
adopted by previous Prime
Ministers, including Indira
Gandhi, sources told The
Hindu. Mr. Gandhi then re-

during the CWC meeting in New Delhi. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

minded him that she had
lost the subsequent elec-
tion, the sources-said.

“You don’t believe me,
but the Prime Minister and
Home (Minister, in the
[closed-door]  meeting,
told me, “When we go, you
will come’... So you should
trust me,” Mr. Gandhi told
CWC colleagues with a
smile.

Asked about Mr. Gand-
hi’s remarks, Congress
general secretary (organi-
sation) K.C. Venugopal de-
clined to comment.

Mr. Gandhi also asserted
that Chief Election Com-
missioner Gyanesh Kumar
will have to resign, saying
the Congress would “fight
to finish”.

Congress communica-
tions chief Jairam Ramesh
said Mr. Gandhi told the
meeting that the latest “ex-
pose” was the result of the
sustained Congress cam-
paign on alleged vote
chori.

“Rahulji spoke about
both virodh (opposition)
and pratirodh (resistance).
We will oppose inside Par-
liament and resist outside
on the streets,” Mr. Ra-
mesh said.

Suggestions in  the

closed-door meeting
centred on mass mobilisa-
tion, with proposals for ral-
lies and campaigns around
slogans such as Chalo Del-
hi, Vote Bachao (March to
Delhi, Save Your Vote). Sev-
eral suggestions were
made on the way forward.

When Shashi Tharoor
suggested that the party
could hold a mass dharna
on Gandhi Jayanti on Oc-
tober 2, Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge
said Mr. Tharoor should be
present at such a pro-
gramme rather than mere-
ly write an article in a new-
spaper. Kerala  Chief
Minister V.D. Satheesan
briefed the meeting on Mr.
Gyanesh Kumar’s record as
a Kerala-cadre bureaucrat
and the questionable deci-
sions he had taken during
his tenure, sources said.

Digvijaya Singh, who ad-
vocated the restoration of
ballot papers in elections,
was countered by the party
leadership when he argued
that the Congress should
have been able to retain Ja-
nata Dal (United) leader
Nitish Kumar. Senior lead-
er Sonia Gandhi said Mr.
Kumar “betrayed” the Op-
position bloc and that it
was good he left soon.




Indian delegation attends
SCO meeting in Pakistan

First such official visit by Indian delegation since Operation Sindoor; senior Home Ministry official

leads team at 3-day meet; India rejects Erdogan’s Kashmir comments as Tiirkiye eyesSCO entry

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

The three-day meeting
of SCO National Coordina-
tors that began on Monday
comes days after India and
Pakistan sparred with each
other over the issue of ter-
rorism and the Kashmir
dispute at the UN General
Assembly (UNGA). Exter-
nal Affairs Minister S. Jaish-
ankar and Pakistan ‘Prime
Minister Shehbaz -Sharif
traded allegations in'their
national addresses, while
Indian and Pakistani diplo-
mats exercised their rights
of reply to the speeches on
the global stage last week.

The SCO National Coordinaters meet in/Islamabad. India was
represented by senior official Alok Dimri.

The participation of
Joint Secretary (Multilater-
als and Economic Rela-
tions) Alok Dimri‘marked a
higher level of Indian re-
presentation than at the
past few meetings held un-
der Pakistan’s Chairper-
sonship ‘of the SCO this

ed the SCO Heads of Coun-
cil Summit virtually, while
External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar hosted Pakista-
ni Foreign Minister Bilawal
Bhutto in person for the
SCO Foreign Ministers’

meeting in Goa. In 2024,
Mr. Jaishankar travelled to
Islamabad to attend the
SCO Heads of Government
meeting as well. The Minis-
try has thus far declined to
comment on whether Mr.
Modi would travel to Pakis-
tan next year, but has not
ruled it out either.

At a briefing on Tues-
day, Ministry spokesper-
son Randhir Jaiswal
brushed aside a question
about whether India would
oppose the induction of
Turkiye to the 10-nation
SCO.

Turkish President Erdo-
gan had told journalists
earlier this month that Ttir-
kiye would pursue a “high-
er level” of engagement
with the SCO than its ob-
server status, indicating he
could ask for full member-
ship next year, particularly
given close ties and the mil-
itary pact with SCO host
Pakistan.

“As and when any issue
of membership comes it is
for [SCO] members to col-
lectively decide as to how
to go forward on that,” Mr.
Jaiswal said. He also criti-
cised Mr. Erdogan for re-
ferring to Kashmir in his
UNGA speech last week.




Japan calls on India to
fast-track internal process
on naval radar agreement

Kallol Bhattacherjee

TOKYO

In an exclusive chat wit
The Hindu on Tuesday, a
senior official of the Minis-
try of Defence of Japan.said
the next naval exercise of
Quad member-states- will
be held near the Sea of Ja-

The pact for transfer
of technology was
sigcned when PM
Sanae Takaichi
visited India in July

The official further sai
Japan will soon overhaul
major policy documents
related to defence, nation-
al security and military
supply plans, in view of the
ongoing conflicts in West
Asia and Ukraine.

Note of concern

The Defence Ministry offi-
cial pointed at activities in-
volving China, Russia, and
North Korea that appear
“concerning” to Japan and

The correspondent 1s
visiting Japan as a guest of
the Foreign Press Center Ja-
pan, a leading Japanese fo-
reign policy think tank, to
participate in the 2026 In-
ternational  Journalists’
Conference’ to be held on
October 1 in Tokyo)



OpenAl unveils
GPT-6.1 S0l and ‘Dots’
Al agents at DevDay

CEO Sam Altman unveils lower-cost model at the company’s conference,

as OpenAl showcases always-on Al agents powered by GPT-6 Astra

Balasubramanyam C.P.

CHENNAI

Mr. Altman said the mo-
del offers a balance of cost
and capability and would
make it cheaper for agents
to reuse context, iterate on
solutions and  work
through longer tasks.

He said Sol was “smar-
ter than Astra in some
ways” and would become a
“daily workhorse”.

million-token context win-
dow and can generate up
to 1,28,000 tokens in a res-
ponse. The model sup-
ports tools including web
search, file search, code in-
terpretation, hosted shell,
computer use, image gen-
eration, skills and Model
Context Protocol (MCP). It
can be accessed through

Cost and capability: OpenAl CEO Sam Altman unveiled GPT-6.1 Sol
at the company’s DevDay conference on Tuesday. AP

OpenAI’s Responses API,
with function calling and
structured outputs also
supported. OpenAl also
launched UltraFast across
its API, ChatGPT and Co-
dex. Mr. Altman said it can
reach 300 tokens a second,
with eight times the speed
and six times the price of
the standard offering. Ul-
traFast is available with As-
tra and will soon be offered
with GPT-6.1 Sol.

At DevDay, OpenAl also
showcased Dots, always-on
Al agents powered by
GPT-6 Astra. The company
says Dots have their own
cloud computers, can con-
nect to more than 4,000
applications, and can work
across multiple projects
without requiring users to
direct every step. They can
be accessed through
ChatGPT, Slack and Micro-
soft Teams. OpenAl is also
beginning enterprise pilots
of specialist Dots, which
can have their own identi-
ties, credentials and access

to company systems to per-
form defined responsibili-
ties. The company said it is
working with Microsoft to
integrate the agents with
governance and security
controls in Agent 365.

The announcements
come a day after OpenAl
confirmed that it had
shelved GPT-6.1 Astra,
which had been planned
for an October release.

In his closing remarks,
Mr. Altman said he found
the description of Al as a
new industrial revolution
“quite off-putting”, arguing
that its best version should
not be about making peo-
ple “cogs in a giant ma-
chine”. Some parts of life,
he said, “cannot and
should not” be automated.
If developed correctly, he
said, Al could instead ush-
er in “a new renaissance”,
giving people more power
over their own lives and
more tools to create, learn,
discover and expand
knowledge.




‘UK. should consider options for EU ties’

‘I cannot say to you truthfully, that where we are is good enough. Brexit has done more harm than good, said the British Prime Minister while

addressing the Labour Party’s annual conference; he blamed Brexit for a loss in control over immigration and undocumented border crossings

Sriram Lakshman
LONDON

“l cannot say to you
truthfully, that where we
are is good enough,” Mr.
Burnham said, adding:
"Brexit has done more
harm than good.” He was
addressing the Labour Par-
ty’s annual conference in
Liverpool, his first as the

iani's leader.

Mayor Sadiq Khan, who is
now also now a member of
the U.K. House of Lords,
had said Labour.should
put rejoining thé EU on its
election manifesto for
2029.

Others, such as Britain’s
Tradé -Minister Jonathan
Reynolds, have taken a

British Prime Minister Andy Burnham on stage at the Labour Party’s
annual conferencein Liverpool, Britain, on Tuesday. REUTERS

more_cautious approach.

Mr. Burnham said: “Not
the last Prime Minister of
the United Kingdom, rath-
er the first to rewire it to
make it work for all people
and places.”

Mr. Burnham empha-
sized his desire to take
power from Whitehall (the

nerve centre of British bu-
reaucracy in London) and
distribute it across the na-
tions and regions of the
U.K.

G20 agenda

The Prime Minister said Al
would be “centre stage” in
the U.K’s G20 agenda in
2027 when it holds the
group’s presidency.

The focus would be two-
fold; harnessing the bene-
fits of Al while also focus-
ing on safety. The Prime
Minister’s remarks come as
leading Al companies and
voices have warned that Al
could be out of human
control in the next few
years, with an increasing
number of reports of Al
breaching secure systems.

Mr.  Burnham also
pushed for electoral re-
form in the UK., as he an-
nounced the setting up of a
cross-party national com-
mission on electoral re-
form.

While he did not expli-
citly mention proportional
representation (PR) in his
speech, Mr. Burnham has,
for some years now,
backed the idea of doing
away with Britain’s first-
past-the-post system to PR.

The bulks of Mr. Burn-
ham’s speech was focused
on domestic priorities.
These included greater pu-
blic control of Britain’s wa-
ter utilities; being “more
pragmatic” about the U.K’s
oil in the North Sea; chang-
es to the U.K.'s pension sys-
tem; creating a social care
service comparable to the
National Health Service
(NHS) and creating parity
between vocational train-
ing and academic qualifica-
tions in the education
system.




Trump ‘surprised’ UK. airbase terror suspects
out on bail, praises officials for,‘working with U.S.

Sriram Lakshman
LONDON

Five British nationals, all
men in their twenties,
were arrested on Sunday
after Gloucestershire pol-
ice received a call at 4 a.m.
on Sunday morning, about
three suspicious vehicles

near the base, which is
used by U.S. forces to con-

Asked if the incident
was connected to Iran, Mr.
Trump said it “might be”,
later saying he knows the
answer (tfo who is involved)
but would rather not say.

Donald Trump

The men, who were ar-
rested first under the Ex-
plosives Act and then un-
der the Terrorism Act, still
continue to be suspects,
Lawrence Taylor, head of
U.K. Counterterrorism Pol-

Taylor, the police were also
considering the possibility
that the activity might have

been undertaken by “prox-
ies”, acting knowingly or
unknowingly on behalf of a
foreign state.

Deputy leader of La-
bour, Lucy Powell, pushed
back against comments
from across the Atlantic,
saying on Tuesday that she
trusted the police regard-
ing decisions on bail. In the
UK., suspects can be re-
leased on ‘police bail’ be-
fore they are charged.

Residents of Whelford
village which was evacuat-
ed on Sunday morning
were told they could re-
turn home on Monday.




Russia intensifies
strikes on Kyiv with
ballistic missiles and
jet-propelled drones

Associated Press
Kyiv, September 29

RUSSIA FIRED ballistic missiles
and dozens of jet-powered
drones at Kyiv, Ukraine’s air
force said Tuesday, as Moscow
seeks to make Ukraine buckle
under the pressure of day-and-
night bombardment of its capi-
tal and other cities.

The Russian onslaught has
used new jet-powered drones
that fly too fast and too high for
Ukrainian ground-based air de-
fenses to shoot down.

Ukraine is scrambling-{o
keep pace by developing faster
interceptor drones, in the latest
example of how the'war has
driven military inmovation, but
making and ‘deploying new
weapons takes months.

Russia’s ballistic missiles
have alsogot through as Ukraine
is desperately short of US-made
Patriot air defense interceptor
missiles, which are the only re-
liable way of stopping Moscow’s
ballistic attacks.

Patriot stockpiles are low,
largely because of the Iran war,
and UKkraine has received only
small numbers of them thisyear
despite President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy’s pleading. Ukraine
said that its air defenses shot
down twoballistic missiles over-
night, which suggested that Kyiv
had recently received some
more Patriots.

Air defence needs are
mounting with the approach of

Afirefighter at the site of a
warehouse hit by a Russian
drone in Odesaregion, Ukraine,
on Tuesday. REUTERS

the bitter winter months, which
in the years since Russia’s full-
scale invasion began on Feb. 24,
2022 have brought an escala-
tion of strikes on Ukraine’s
power grid. That strategy
denies Ukrainian civilians heat-
ing and running water, among
other things.

The Russian Defence Minis-
try said that its forces hit data
processing centers in Kyiv that
Moscow says are used by the
Ukrainian military, which is in-
creasingly deployingartificial in-
telligence on the battlefield.

Other Russian targets in-
cluded facilities in the Ukrainian
capital and the Kyiv region
where drones and cruise mis-
siles were stored, as well as an
electrical substation, a drone
manufacturing facility, and port
infrastructure facilities in the
southern Odesaregion.



Trump rejects cooperation with Xion Al,

launches new Al-powered

“ & OpenAlshelvesits

The America.gov
website seeks to
simplify access
togovt services

Reuters
Washington, September 29

Trump also said he dis-
cussed AI with Xi when he
visited the US last week, adding
the US already works with Xi’s
government “inso many ways.”
Also on Tuesday, Trump
unveiled the Al-powered
America.gov site as a way to
51m§!1E éuﬁ!lc access ia gév-
ernment information and.ser-
vices. The site’s question-and-
answer function initially
produced truthful responses to
politically thorny questions —
contrary to several of Trump’s
characteristic claims. Within
moments, however, the site
began modifying its answers.
After originally confirming
that Trump’s name is in the Ep-
stein files, that Democrat Joe

US President Donald Trump signs an Executive Orderrelated to anew
Al-powered government website America.gov duringits launch event
at the Mellon Auditoriumin Washingtonon Tuesday. ReuTers

Bidenbeathiminthe2020elec-
tion and that climate change is
largely human-caused, it subse-
quently refused to answer the
questions, saying.it=didn’t
answer political inquiries.

rump will meetlater inthe
day at the White House with
tech executives to discuss Al
technology. Anthropic's Dario
Amodei, Meta's Mark Zucker-

berg, Google's Sundar Pichai,
Nvidia's Jensen Huang, Palan-
tir's Alex Karp and OpenAl's
Greg Brockman are expected to
attend, according to company
spokespeople and sources fam-
iliar with the meeting plans.

From the Trump adminis-
tration, tech adviser Michael
Kratsios and Commerce Secre-
tary Howard Lutnick will be
there, as will US House Speaker
Mike Johnson.

The gathering will focus on
finding a balance between in-
novation and oversight, Re-
publican Johnson said on Mon-
day, asconcerns about rogue Al
agents' potential to harm hu-
mans have seeped into the pub-
lic consciousness, boosting
calls for regulation. Trump has
called the fears of Al's threat to
humanity a “hoax.”

The meeting also comes
after Chinese President Xi Jinp-

govt website

new Almodel over
safetyconcerns

Wncisco: OpenAl has
N pped the release of GPT-6.1

)

Astra, a next-generation Al
model planned for an October
debut, after internal testing
found the system did not meet
the company's safety and align-
ment standards, the ChatGPT
maker confirmed on Monday.
OpenAl has warned Astra,
its flagship GPT-6 model, can at
times evade human oversight,
while the company and rivals
such as Anthropic have faced
scrutiny over experimental Al
systems that breached safe-
guards, including an OpenAIl
model thataccessed Australia's
health system data. REUTERS

ingvisited the White House last
week for talks with Trump that
revealed divergent views on Al
While Trump on social media
insisted Xiagreed with his plan
to “leave it exactly where it is,”
Xi appeared to favor a more
hands-on approach.



