India, Canada set to
take ties to ‘higher
level’: Jaishankar
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“Always a pleasure to
meet FM @AnitaAnandMP
of Canada #UNGASI. A pro-
ductive discussion as we
prepare to take the rela-
tionship to a higher level,”
Mr. Jaishankar said on Sa-
turday in a post on X.

Earlier this week, Cana-
dian Prime Minister Mark
Carney said at the UN that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is expected to_ visit
Canada around December
this year, noting that Otta-
wa is making-“good pro-
gress” in its trade negotia-
tions with India.

“We are making good
progress in our trade nego-
tiations with India. It is an
exceptionally important
relationship on many ma-
ny levels, people-to-people
levels, security levels, and
also trade and economic
[levels],” Mr. Carney said at
a press conference on Sep-
tember 22 on the sidelines
of the UNGA.

India and Canada had
committed at the G-20 last

mo
S. Jaishankar with Anita Anand
in New York. PTI

year to “look to conclude
negotiations by the. G20
this year”, said Mr. Carney
while responding to ques-
tions on when. Mr. Modi
would visit Canada and
how close Ottawa was to
concluding a free-trade
agreement with India,
aimed at more than dou-
bling bilateral trade to 70
billion Canadian dollars
annually by 2030.

He also met Belarus Fo-

reign Minister Maxim Ryz-
henkov and his Mexican
counterpart, Roberto Ve-
lasco Alvarez of Mexico.
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“Our principled ap-
proach is the following: UN
Security Council reform
cannot involve any addi-
tional seats being allocated
to Western countries, es-
pecially to Germany and
Japan, who are now on the
path to militarism and re-
vanchism,” Russian Fo-
reign Minister Sergey Lav-
rov said in his address to
the UN General Assembly.

said. Mr. Lavrov added that
through its foreign policy,



EC steps won’t undo ‘mass
disenfranchisement’: Cong.

Poll panel’s proposed measures amount to an admission that the SIR exercise has been a ‘disaster’,

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Congress general secre-
tary (communications) Jai-
ram Ramesh said the pro-

Congress workers take out a demonstration in Kolkata on Saturday
demanding the suspension of the SIR. AP

nmoetices. “We know that in
practice these visits were
sparse and sporadic. What
is the value of promising a
second round of visits
which likely will not hap-

pen? The logic of repeating
a process done poorly
once must be examined,”
he said.

Questioning the ration-
ale of the entire SIR pro-
cess, which he described
as a “colossal waste” of re-
sources, Mr. Ramesh said
that nearly 14 crore voters
whose names were deleted

says Congress leader; targeted removal of marginalised voters meant to-benefit the BJP, he adds

from the rolls were now
being asked to apply afresh
for inclusion. The targeted
removal of marginalised
voters was meant to bene-
fit the BJP, he said.
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AHEAD OF PM'S LIKELY VISIT IN DEC

Tradeinfocus,
India, Canada
pushtoup tics

Totake ties to higher level, says J alshankar
building renewed partnerships with large
economies like India, China: Canada minister

DivyaA
New Delhi, September.27

SIGNALLING ~<FURTHER
movesto impreve ties between
New Delhicand Ottawa, Ca-
nada’s Foreign Minister Anita
Anand underlined attempts to
build “renewed partnerships”
with large economies like India
and China, while External Af-
fairs Minister S Jaishankar said
the two sides are preparing to
take their relationship “to a
higher level”.

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

EAM S Jaishankar with his
Canadian counterpart Anita
Anand in New York. ani



Canada

This comes ahead of a pro-
posed visit by Prime Minister
NarendraModitoCanadainDe-
cember this year, when the two
sides are aiming to finalise and
sign the Comprehensive Econ-
omic Partnership Agreement
(CEPA).

Jaishankar met Anand on
the sidelines of the United Na-
tions General Assembly (UNGA)
on Saturday. "Always a pleasure
tomeet FM @AnitaAnandMPof
Canada... A productive dis-
cussion aswe preparetotakethe
relationshiptoahigherlevel,"he
said in a post on X, as he shared
ashort video clip of their meet-
ing.
Meanwhile, inheraddressat
the high-level UNGA General
DebateonSaturday, Anand said
that in the economic realm, Ca-
nada is focused on what it can
control: diversifying its trade
and catalysing a trillion dollars
of investment in the country
over the next five years.

Shesaid for this, Ottawais ex-
ploring new opportunities with

partners in the Indo-Pacific, g{f
Gulfregion and Latin America.
"Thisincludesbuilding renewed
partnerships with large econ-
omieslikeIndiaand China,"she
said.

Anand also highlighted ef-
forts with India and other na-
tionstostrengthen multilateral-
ism and boost UN reforms.
Earlierthisweek, India co-spon-
sored aninaugural multilateral-
ism summit at the UN head-
quarters, with Australia,
Barbados, Brazil, Canada and
Kenya.

While New Delhiand Ottawa
havehitamajorresetintiesevet
since Canadian Prime Minister
Mike Carneytook overinMarch
2025, both sides are also aiming
atstrategicautonomyandtrade
diversificationin the'wake of
trade and tariff pressures from
Washington.

Earlier this week, Carney
saidat the UN that Modi was ex-
pected.to visit Canada around
December this year. “We are
making good progress in our
trade negotiations with India. It
isanexceptionallyimportant re-
lationship on many levels,
people-to-peoplelevels, security

o

levels, and also trade and econ-
omic," he said at a press confer-
ence Tuesdayonthesidelines of
the UNGA.

India and Canada had com-
mitted at the G20 last year.to
“look to conclude negotiations
by the G20 this year”, he said,
while responding to/questions
on when Modi would visit Ca-
nada and how close Ottawa was
toconcludinga freetrade agree-
ment with India.

Ties between the two coun-
trieshad nosedived in2023, dur-
ing the tenure of former prime
minister Justin Trudeau, after
he said that Canadian security
agencies were pursuing allega-
tionsofa potential link between
agents of the Indian government
and the Kkilling of Canadian
citizen Hardeep Singh Nijjar in
British Columbia — a claim re-
jected by India.

Thediplomaticrowledtore-
ciprocal expulsionsof diplomats
and a reduction in diplomatic
personnel.

In July this year, the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police — as
partofalargerinvestigationinto
transnational organised crime
—saidithad found noevidence

linking Indian government offi-
cials to Nijjar's killing.

InJunelastyear, Carney and
Modi agreed to take calibrated
steps to restore stability, fol-
lowed by the return of high com-
missioners and a series of high-
level engagements.

Modi visited Canada for the
G7Summitlastyear.Ifhe travels
toCanadain December, itwillbe
his first bilateral visit to the
country after 2015.

Carney made a bilateral visit
to India from February 27 to
March 2 this year -- the first visit
byaCanadian Prime Minister to
the country since 2018.

The two sides have been in
touchatvariouslevels —includ-
ingseveral rounds ofdiscussions
and meetings between Com-
merce Minister Piyush Goyal
and Canadian Minister of Inter-
national Trade Maninder Sidhu.
Goyal said earlier that the two
sides have agreed to fast-track
negotiations for a comprehen-
sive economic partnership, with
the next round of talks sched-
uled to begin on October 5.

Theagreementisengineered
to expand bilateral trade to $50
billion by 2030. WITHPTIINPUTS



OpenAl pauses
training of models
after agents probed
US government sites

Bernard Condonap
New York, September 27

Separately, Al evaluator
Transluce said agents that-ap-
peared to come from OpenAl
tried unsuccessfully to hackinto
a Department of Education web-
site, adetail that©OpenAl has not

Al labs are facing pressure
from lawmakers and tech ex-
perts to slow development so
they canbuild guardrailstostop
agents fromactingon theirown,
hacking websites and disclosing

Bill Gates now
joins calls for
Al safeguards

AIREQUIRES safeguardsthatgo
beyond self-regulation, Micro-
soft co-founder Bill Gates said in
an interview thataired on Sun-
day, calling for.legislation to be

Gatesargued that safeguards
would not dramatically hinder
the industry, and that the risks
of not implementing them are
real. “It’s not a hoax at all,” he
told NBC. Gates has said he
wants to meet Trump to discuss
AL”T hope that, given my life's
workin the field, my saying how
unique and different thisis and
how concerned I am will add to
what he's hearing from other
people,” Gatessaid. REUTERS

In a meeting with Chinese
President Xi Jinping this week,
President Donald Trump agreed
to share information on Al
dangers and coordinate efforts
tokeep it safe. AP



5 ‘terrorists held near
UK. base used by U.S.

Agence France-Presse

FAIRFORD

Armed officers detained
the group in the early
hours after a call to emer-
gency services about three
“suspicious vehicles which
appeared to be -travelling
towards the air base”, Lon-
don’s Metropolitan Police
said in a statement.

A U.S.B-1B Lancer bomber on
the tarmac of the Fairford air
base on Sunday. REUTERS

in the nearby village of
Whelford were advised to
evacuate and army bomb
disposal experts were
called in.

Prime Minister Andy
Burnham was being kept
updated on the incident, a
British government spo-
kesperson said.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10



Russia sanctions in focus as Foreign
Secretary Misri hosts U.S. delegation

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

The delegation included
Bill co-sponsor Jimmy Pa-
tronis, Republican repre-
sentative James Gallagher,
and Democrat Haley Ste-
vens, both of whom voted
in favour of it, as well as
Shri Thanedar, an Indian-
born U.S. lawmaker, who
had voted against the Bill.
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Wide-ranging talks: Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri during the

meeting with the U.S.Congressional delegation. pTI

A determination on
what kind of sanctions, if
any, would be imposed on
India is expected to be
made next month, with a
30-day deadline pending.
Officials did not comment
on whether Mr. Misri dis-
cussed or received any as-

surances on a waiver of the
sanctions that can be
granted under certain

airs spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said in a
post about the meeting
that was held at Mr. Misri’s
residence. “They also ex-
changed views on interna-
tional issues of mutual con-
cern, energy security,
counter-terrorism and

freedom of navigation,” he
added.

Mr. Mast is an American
Army veteran who lost
both his legs in a blast in
Kandahar in 2010. He
works on counter-terro-
rism issues and has an in-
terest in South Asia. Dur-
ing the India-Pakistan
conflict in May 2025, Mr.
Mast said in an interview
that he had spoken to
“both sides”, and sought
de-escalation after India’s
strikes on Pakistan follow-
ing the Pahalgam terror at-
tacks. He has also advocat-
ed sanctions on Russia and
supports secondary sanc-
tions that have now been
proposed against China
and India, which are major
buyers of Russian oil. He
has criticised China in par-
ticular for military supplies
to Russia during the war in
Ukraine.

Mr. Thanedar was the
only member of the dele-
gation who voted against
the Bill, and was one of five
Indian-Americans who op-
posed it, largely over con-
cerns about the powers it
would grant the U.S. Presi-
dent.



Iran stands firm on plan to reopen
Hormuz after Trump rejects move

Tehran insists on diplomacy, but says it has never backed down from its rights; the proposal seeks cessation of all hostilities

in the region, lifting of sanctions and release of frozen assets; US. envoy to the UN"calls the deal cynical for asking too much

Agence France-Presse

WASHINGTON, TEHRAN

That agreement had
called for the release of fro-
zen Iranian assets, the lift-

Ocean view: A boy stands with hisbicycle on a beach overlooking
vessels anchored in th@Strait of Hormuz off Bandar Abbas, Iran. ap

ing of sanctions on Iranian
oil and an-end to the U.S.
naval blockade:

But Mr. Trump said on
Saturday that he rejected
the truce deal. “They wan

to make a deal wh

open the Strait immediate-
1y Decause EEEEEE rsmg% 0

badly,” he told reporters.
“His Ambassador to the
UN, Mike Waltz, accused
Tehran of demanding too
much in exchange for a re-
turn to the negotiating ta-
ble. “This was, I think, a
pretty cynical attempt to
put something on the table
that they knew was unac-
ceptable. To ask for the re-
lease of the blockade, the
sanctions, international
sanctions and access to bil-
lions in assets, just to talk,”
he said.

Meanwhile, Iran’s Revo-
lutionary Guards said that

they seized an

submarine drone on Sun-
day mn the Strait ol Hor-
muz. It said the underwa-
ter vehicle was being used
“for espionage purposes”.

Economic isolation

“At my direction, teams
were dispatched across the
globe to engage with coun-
tries and demand action
against Tehran,” he said on
X. “These efforts are deli-
vering results”.




Houthis accuse Saudi Arabia
of deadly air raids on Yemen

Agence France-Presse

SANAA

The Houthi’s military
spokesman Yahya Saree ac-
cused Saudi Arabia of
launching two air raids
that hit a market on the
outskirts of the city, saying
nearly 50 people were
killed or wounded.

The spokesman said
blood was “unjustly and
aggressively ‘spilled” in a
statement posted online,
vowing there would be
consequences for the at-
tack.

Earlier, the group’s Al-
Masirah TV channel said a

Smoke rises near buildings in
Taiz Governorate, Yemen,
following air strikes. REUTERS

strike killed seven people
and wounded 40 more at a
market in Taiz, minutes af-
ter reporting that a Saudi
fighter jet had targeted the

area.

Schools in Riyadh shut
On Saturday, Saudi Arabia
said it intercepted two
Houthi drones that were
heading in the direction of
the capital Riyadh.

Schools in Riyadh an-
nounced on Sunday that
they would be shifting to
remote learning for a
week, without giving a rea-
son, according to messages
sent to parents.



