Jaishankar lashes out
at Sharif in UN speech

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

In a response to Pakis-
tan Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif’s speech a.day
before, where he had criti-
cised India for launching

Operation Sindoor last
year, Mr. Jaishankar said
that there'could be “no di-
lution” ofthe world’s zero-
tolerance approach to ter-
rorism. “Yesterday, a serial
practitioner of terrorism
misrepresented facts be-
fore this Assembly. Argu-
ments were invoked to nor-
malise terrorism and claim
immunity from its conse-
quences,” Mr. Jaishankar
said, attacking Mr. Sharif’s
speech, in which he had

called Kashmir the “jugu-

S. Jaishankar

lar vein” of Pakistan and
accused India of human
rights violations in the re-
gion. Mr. Sharif had also
claimed that the BJP go-
vernment in India un-
leashed a “reign ot terror”
against minorities in the
country.

“Our right to defend
ourselves against terrorism
will be exercised,” Mr.
Jaishankar said, adding
that governments indulg-
ing in state-sponsored ter-
rorism with a “cross-bor-
der purpose” must be held
to account.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 7



The External Affairs Minister also responded to
the Pakistan Prime Minister’s statement that IRdias

Earlier in the day, Indian and Pakistani diplo-
mats also exchanged sharp words as India exer-
cised its right to reply to the Pakistan PM’s speech.

o
=
3
Q
o
£
()
Q
=
‘ E
)
—
w»

“Those most impacted often have the least say
This Assembly mustface up to the true state of af-
fairs,” he added, also referring to the attacks on
seafarers in beth conflicts, in which 18 Indians
have been amongst those killed.

against such unwarranted targeting,” he said.

Speaking about Israel’s war in Gaza, Mr. Jaish-
ankar said that India believes peace requires a
two-state solution and that NEWADEIRNS ORI

Mr. Jaishankar, who spoke on the fifth day of
the General Assembly, said that a multi-polar
world was on its way, and that the post-1945 order
would have to give way to “new realities”. He
called for “an intrinsically diverse world with a
more democratic future”.

He also made a pitch for reformed multilateral-
ism, a reference to expanding the UN Security
Council to become more representative.



India slams Pak’s
Talsehoods’ and

‘deceit’ at UNGA

Press Trust of India
UNITED NATIONS

India exercised its Right
of Reply on Friday night,
after Pakistan Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif used
the UN General Assembly
(UNGA) podium to credit
U.S. President . Donald

Trump for his “timely in-
tervention” .in-the 2025
conflict with' India, and
again raised the Kashmir
issue in his address to the
world body.

Criticising Mr. Sharif for
raising the Kashmir issue,
Ms. Gahlot said Jammu and
Kashmir was an integral
part of the country. “And
will always remain so.”

Criticising Pakistan for
its “long-standing prac-
tice” of cross-border terro-
rism, Ms. Gahlot said India
had demonstrated last year
that “terrorists will have
nowhere to run, nowhere
to hide.”

India had launched Op-
eration Sindoor on May 7,
2025, targeting terror in-
frastructure in Pakistan
and  Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir, in retaliation for
the Pahalgam attack of
April 22, 2025, which killed
26 civilians.




EC switches to damage control
mode after facing flak over SIR

Poll body announces ‘special drive’ for enrolment of those left out during the SIR; additional declaration with Form 6 only

for the SIR period, it says; decisions, coming days after reports of rift within EC, have ‘approval of full commission, it notes

Sreeparna Chakrabarty
NEW DELHI

he Election Com-
I mission (EC) on Sa-
turday announced

a slew of measures ad-
dressing concerns over the
ongoing Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls across the country, in-
cluding stopping physical
hearings for unmapped vo-
ters or those with logical
discrepancies in their en-
umeration forms.

The Election Commis-

Revised process

The EC, which held a meeting on Saturday, said that any person whose name has got left out during
SIR or thereafter may apply to the ERO concerned for inclusion.n the electoral rolls
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officers to N

immediately launch
a special drive for
enrolment of electors
left out of rolls

m Declaration
attached to Form 6 to

be used only for SIR Maharashtra extended

® BLOs to visit houses
of voters issued notice
under SIR

® Apanel with an

independent expert
from IIT/INT to review
ECINet platform

= Claims and
objections period
for SIRin Delhi and

CEC Gyanesh Kumar with Election Commissioners
Sukhbir Singh Sandhu and Vivek Joshi during a

mediately be launched for
their enrolment, it said in a

press note.
The SIR process has al-
been completed in

20 States and Union
Territories.

The freshvinifiatives of
the poll body came after a
meeting of the full bench
of the commission on Sa-

P

meeting in New Delhi on Saturday. ANI

turday afternoon and days
after reports emerged of a
rift within the Election
Commissioners over these
and other issues in the SIR
process as well as the inter-
nal working of the EC.

‘Complete approval’
The Election Commission’s
press note was pertinently

Congress urges
top court to hold
CEC accountable

NEW DELHI

The Congress on Saturday
urged the Supreme Court to
take suo motu cognisance of
what it described as “illegal
and unconstitutional” changes
to the voter enrolment process
under CEC Gyanesh Kumar
while holding him accountable
for the changes. » PAGE 7

accompanied by a photo-
graph of all the three Elec-
tion Commissioners and
mentioned that it “has the
approval of the full
commission”.

MORE TIME FOR CLAIMS

» PAGE 7

DISSENT IN THE COMMISSION
» PAGE 13




¢ KEYDECISIONSBY COMMISSION /: made unless govt amends rules.

CONCERNS ONECINET: ‘Central- |

isation of electoral rolls’; Officers
backed by law not getting proper
accessto ERONet

O ECI: Acommittee headed by Sr
Deputy Election Commissioner
andincluding anindependent
expert will review the ECINet

CONCERNON ‘LOGICALDIS-
CREPANCIES’: ECI filing appeals
against voters who were first
flagged for logical discrepancies’

by it, but thenincluded by judieial’.}

officersinthe SIR.

© ECI: BLOs will visit homestocol-
lect documents fromthoseissued
notices during ongoing SIR for
being unmappéd and for logical
discrepancies, and upload them
on ECINetfor decision by ERO

CONCERNONADDITIONTO
FORM®’: Additions to Form 6 link-

'_ing.new voter registrationto SIR is

‘illegal, unauthorised’. Cannot be

O ECI: For non-SIR period, the
forms applicable as per Rules
(the Registration of Electors
Rules, 1960) will be used

CONCERNSONissuessuchas
conduct of meetings, permissions,
directions by Commission

O ECI: Agenda will be circulated
in advance and minutes will be
issued for all Commission meet-
ings; all directions issued by the
Commissioners to officers
shallbe complied with



RISING POWER DEMAND TRIGGERS EMERGENCY MEASURES

Captive coal plants
asked torun atfull
capacity from Oct1

Pratyush Deep
New Delhi, September 26

On September 10, the country’s
peak power demand touched
269 gigawatt (GW), the highest-
ever peak demand recorded for
the month. So far, the peak
power demand for the year was
270 GW which was recorded

duringthe peaksummer in May._

A captive power plan
dedicated power-generati

use, rather than Selling power to
the public grid.

The direction has been
issued under Section 11 of the
Electricity Act, which allowsthe
government to mandate power
generation in extraordinary cir-
cumstances.

Thedirectiveisapplicableto
all coal-based captive power
plants with 50 megawatt capac-
ity and above which will be
required to “operate and gener-
ate power to the maximum ex-
tent of their available capacity.”

“The generators shall offer
their available surplus gener-
ation, after meeting their own
captive demand, through the
power exchanges, inaccordance

India is witnessinganunusual surge in electricity demand this
September, nearing peak summer levels. REUTERS

with theapplicable market regu-
lations and procedures,” it read.

The government said the
meye was aimed at maximis-
ing electricity availability. “En-
tire capacity of all the sources
of generating electricity in-
cludingthe captive generating
plants” needs to be utilised to
the maximum possible extent,
itsaid, asking the generatorsto
maintain adequate coal stock
to ensure availability of fuel for
operation of the plant and en-
able maximum generation.

“The generators shall submit
aweekly report to the Central
Electricity Authority indicating
generation, captive consump-
tion and sale of power through
the power exchanges/other per-
mitted avenues, along with de-
tails of available capacity and
coal stock, as may be pre-
scribed,” it added.

Separately, the power minis-
try also extended the same
emergency mechanism to Tata
Power’s imported coal-based
plant, Coastal Gujarat Power Ltd,
till December 31.

Notably, the plant has been
running under this provision
since March, and it wasslated to
end this month.

Before March, the 4 GW ca-
pacity plant had remained
largelyidle for nearly six months
duetohigh fuel costs and the ab-
sence of a viable power pur-
chase arrangement. Earlier this
year, the Gujarat government
also gave approval of a revised
power purchase arrangement
with the plant, clearing the way
forthe resumption of long-term
supply from the plant.

Asenior government official
said the emergency provision
was extended only to Tata
Power’s plant, as other imported
coal-based plants were oper-
ational and were not facing any
challenges.

The invocation of the
emergency provisionsisnotun-
precedented. The government
has invoked it in previous years
during peak summer monthsto
ensure adequate power supply.

FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM



United Naga Council to lift
road blockades in Manipur

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

The decision to pause
the blockade after more
than three months is seen
as a significant step toward
easing the transportation
and supply crisis in Mani-
pur since an ethnic conflict
between the ¥Kuki-Zomi
and _Meitei .communities
erupted in May 2023. The
violence later shifted to
one between the Kukis and
Nagas.

UNC president Ng. Lor-
ho told journalists that the
discussion was connected
with the prolonged eco-
nomic blockade on Mani-

The highway blockades began in June, disrupting the movement of
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goods andaffecting the supply of essentials in Manipur. FILE PHOTO

The UNC’s demands are
the revocation of the Sus-
pension of Operations

(SoO) agreement with
about 25 Kuki-Zomi armed
groups, the removal of De-
puty Chief Minister Nem-
cha Kipgen, and justice for
six Naga residents of the
Kuki-dominated Kangpok-

pi district, who were ab-
ducted and killed in May.
The organisation said
the government promised
to maintain law and order
in the State’s vulnerable
areas, especially along the
international border.




Cong. questions probe into
Ram Temple donation theft

Why have key Trust functionaries, including Champat Rai and Anil Mishra, been made witnesses,
asks Jairam; he questions PM Modis silence, seeks impartial investigation under SC's supervision

The Hindu Bureau cations, and financial
NEW DELHI Q Can the full truth come records.

out without investigating “Did the SIT establish
the role of those responsible for accountability for the en-
overseeing and managing the tire system or did it confine
system?... Did the SIT establish the matter to just the mi-
accountability for the entire system nor players?” the Congress
or did it confine the matter to leader said.
just the minor players?
JAIRAM RAMESH
Congress general secretary

platform X, Mr. Ramesh  witnesses rather than ac-
said the charge sheet-had cused in the case.

recorded that a‘video' of
the cash recovery was sent
to the Shri Ram Janmab-

ongress general secre-

tary Jairam Ramesh also hoomi  Teerth Kshetra
questioned Prime Minister  Trust ¢ general secretary
Narendra Modi’s silenceon =~ Champat Rai on June 4,
the issue and asked him to  and that he was shown the
CCTV footage on the fol-

‘Probe BJP, RSS links’

He also asked whether the
investigation had exa-
mined any possible links to
the senior leadership of
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) and the Rashtriya

The Congress leader al- e also questioned the
so questioned why Mr. Rai,  decision to restrict the case
trustee Anil Mishra, and to eight accused despite
construction in-charge Go-  the SIT examining CCTV

Inapostonsocialmedia pal Rao had been made footage, digital communi-



Trump rejects Iran’s deal

to reopen Strait of Hormuz

Reuters
WASHINGTON/UNITED
NATIONS/CAIRO

Donald Trump

said-before leaving for Ten-
nessee. “We’re winning
tremendously.”
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Mr. Trump said.

The Wall Street Journal
first reported that Mr.
Trump had rejected the
Iranian proposal, citing un-
named U.S. officials.

Iranian President Ma-
soud Pezeshkian, in an in-
terview with the CBS show
“Face the Nation”, said
Tehran was ready for talks
on its nuclear programme

and other issues, but
would not accept “bullying
or coercion”.



China, US agree to $30bn tariff

cut, Al dlalogue durlng Xi visit

Chinese Foreign
Ministry: The two
sides also agreed to

setup tradecouncil

Reuters
Shanghai, September 26

CHINA SAID on Saturday it had
agreed with the US on a $30 bil-
lion reciprocal tariff-reduction
arrangement and on launching
adialogue on Al under an eight-
point consensus reached during
President Xi Jinping’s visit to
Washington.

The three-day summit be-
tween Xi and President Donald
Trump, whichended on Friday,
showcased personal diplomacy
rather than big public break-
throughs. Xihassincelandedin
Beijing, Chinese news agency
Xinhua reported Saturday.
“This historic visit enriched
the constructive and stable
China-US relationship, upheld
the overall stability of bilateral
ties, opened a new chapter in
China-US relations, and will
have a far-reaching impact on
world peace and development,”
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang
Yisaid in a statement.

US President Donald Trump and-First Lady Melania Trump with
Chinese President Xi Jinpingand his wife, Peng Liyuan, in the Red
Room of the White House on Friday. rReuters

Trump says he does not want
to ‘intégrate’ with China on Al

Washington: President Donald
Trutpsaid on Saturday that de-
spited “big talk” this week with
Chinese President Xi Jinping on
Al the US should notjoin efforts
with China on the technology.
“We had a big talk on SI,”
Trump told reporters at the
White House, using his preferred
name of super intelligence.
“Whattheywanttodoisstop
our progress because we're lead-

ing China by a lot, and we’re
goingtokeep it that way. We did-
n't spend that much time talk-
ing about it,” he added.

Foreign Ministry said.

The ministry also said in a
separate statement that Beijing
valued Washington’s use of the
term “super intelligence” in
lace of “artificial intelligence”.




Stanly Johny
ssentially, it’s a
“E large real estate

deal. A lot of
things can be done,” U.S.
President Donald Trump
said in August 2019, during
his first term, when asked
whether the U.S. would be
interested in acquiring
Greenland. After he re-
turned to office in January
2025, Mr. Trump repeated
his threat. “We need
Greenland for national se-
curity purposes,” he said
in January 2025. You look
outside. You have Chinese
ships all over the place.
You have Russian ships all
over the place. We’re not
letting that happen.”
Greenland, a Danish ter-
ritory located between the
Arctic Ocean and the North
Atlantic Ocean, was home
for at least 30 American
military bases and installa-
tions during the Second
World War. The island’s
strategic profile grew in re-
cent years after Russia.and
China stepped up their ac-
tivities in the Arctic region,
partly because of ice melt-
ing which opened up pre-
viously unpassable re-
gions. Mr. Trump’s threats
to take over the island in-
censed Denmark, a found-
ing member of NATO, and
America’s other European
allies. The crisis further
strained the transatlantic
ties. But on September 22,
on the sidelines of the UN
General Assembly, the
leaders of the U.S., Den-
mark and Greenland

The Arctic race

U.S.-Greenland deal

Washington will establish two new military bases in the world’s largest island as it seeks to expand
its presence in the Arctic region and check Russian and Chinese influence

signed a new security
agreement, which, accord-
ing to Mr. Trump, would al-
low the U.S. “to do what is
necessary in Greenland”.
The 1951 U.S.-Denmark
security agreement pro-
vides Washington broad
rights to build militarybas-
es in the ice-covered is-
land. Most American bases
on the island were shut
down over the years, par-
ticularly © after the Cold
War. Now the U.S. stations
some 150 troops at its Pituf-
fik Space Base in Green-
land. U.S. officials wanted
to increase this military
presence which they ar-
gued was important to
monitor and defend the
northern approaches of
North America and North
Atlantic at a time when the
race to control the Arctic is
heating up. Russia has ex-
tensive Arctic territory and
military  infrastructure.
Greenland also possesses
significant mineral re-
sources, including rare
earths, a segment which is
currently dominated by
China. U.S. officials have
raised concerns about po-
tential Chinese invest-
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ments in Greenland. So
Washington wants to com-
pete with Russia in the Arc-
tic and build new military
infrastructure to monitor
movement in the frozen
waters and prevent Chi-
nese influence in the re-
gion, besides making sure
that America has access to
the island’s mineral re-
sources.

Terms of the deal
Denmark, which has alrea-
dy blocked Chinese invest-
ments in Greenland, had
said it would allow Wash-
ington to expand its mili-
tary presence on the is-
land, but insisted that
Danish sovereignty and
Greenland’s self-governing
rights be respected. The
latest security agreement
with the U.S. sought to ad-
dress both America’s de-
mands and Danish con-
cerns.

According to the agree-
ment, even if Greenland,
which has a population of
around 50,000, becomes
independent, it would res-
pect the deal with the U.S.
and stay within NATO. In
other words, this deal pro-

vides the U.S. indefinite ac-
cess to the island’s military
facilities. The deal, which
reaffirms “the sovereignty
and territorial integrity of
the Kingdom of Denmark”
and recognises the “self
determination of the peo-
ple of Greenland”, also
stipulates that no hostile
power (non-NATO coun-
tries) can establish military
facilities on the island or
invest in its sensitive areas
(mainly rare earths). The
U.S. will be allowed to esta-
blish additional defence fa-
cilities in Narsarsuaq in the
south, where it had an air-
field during the Second
World War, and in Mesters-
vig in the east. The Mes-
tersvig facility would allow
the U.S. to monitor the wa-
ters between the island
and the Scandinavian re-
gion. Greenland would al-
so be part of the U.S. Gol-
den Dome anti-missile
shield, and Danish authori-
ties have pledged to work
together with Washington
to counter espionage in
Greenland, a reference to
alleged Chinese activities
in the region.

On paper, Greenland
would remain a self-go-
verning territory of Den-
mark. But in practice, the
U.S. would have indefinite
rights to build military fa-
cilities on the island and a
say in its economic policies
and resource extraction.
Mr. Trump may not have
secured ownership of the
world’s largest island, but
he appears to have secured
almost everything else.




