India, EU to sign trade
deal on December 16

Final touches

Negotiations on the India-EU Free Trade Agreement, dubbed the
‘mother of all deals’, were concluded in January 2026

The FTA will After the signing, the deal
see the EU will take 1-2 months to pass
dropping > in the European Parliament,
tariffs on paving the way for an ‘early
99.5% India will give 2027’ roll-out
of Indian exports | tariff concessions
to the region, on 97.5%
with most tariffs of the traded
goingdownto | value between the
0% two economies
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cil gives its go-ahead.

sources ave separately

confirmed to The Hindu.

“The most recent deve-
lopment was the European
Commission finalising the
text of the deal and send-
ing it to the European
Council,” a diplomatic
source told The Hindu.
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India, EU to sign trade
deal on December 16

“The signing is scheduled for December 16, after

which it will go to the European Parliament.”
Negotiations on the India-EU FTA, dubbed the

“mother of all deals” by leaders on both sides, res-

tarted in June 2022 after a long hiatus and were
concluded in January this year. [NiSidSalISVGHIAN

e

“The deal has majority support in Europe, and
so it will not nieed to be individually ratified in
each EU country,” the first source added. A reason
for this support is that the two sides agreed to
leave out contentious issues from the deal and not
make “the best the enemy of the good”.

Mr. Modi is expected to travel to Canada first,
probably around December 12, prior to the G-20
Summit in Miami. Confirming the visit, Canadian
Prime Minister Mark Carney said trade negotia-
tions had made “good progress”. “Our commit-
ment to each other, PM Modi and myself last year
at the G20 (in Canada) was to look to conclude ne-
gotiations by G20 of this year (in the U.S.). That’s
the middle of December, 14-15 December,” Mr.
Carney said at a briefing in New York on Tuesday.
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Germany ready to
sign submarine deal
with India: envoy

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Russia as the “aggressor”
because of its actions in
Ukraine amid the war and
said that India can playa
role in bringing the crisis to
an end as New Delhi enjoys
positive relations with both

Kyiv and Moscow.

Thyssenkrupp Marine Sys-
tems and India’s Mazagon
Dock Shipbuilders are in
talks to build six subma-
rines for India. The envoy
said that Germany has

JasperWieck

eased barriers that had
posed a challenge in de-
fence cooperation with
India.

“From the German side,
we should sign tomorrow,”
said Mr. Wieck describing
the deal as one in its final
stages. “The government
has agreed to all the docu-
ments that have been
worked on, in particular,
the G2G agreement, the in-
ter-governmental agree-
ment which is very ambi-
tious and is very

forward-leaning with re-
gard to Indian requests,”
remarked Mr. Wieck.




Jaishankar takes up
U.S. sanctions law in
meeting with Rubio

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

In a‘social media post

rently makes up 51% of In-
dia’s total crude imporis.

After the meeting, Mr.
Rubio sidestepped the is-
sue. In a social media post
about the'meeting, he said,
“Together, we are building
on the U.S.-India strategic
partnership and coordinat-
ing on key regional priori-
ties and upcoming multi-
lateral efforts.”

Mr. Jaishankar and Mr.
Rubio are also understood
to be preparing for meet-
ings between Mr. Trump
and Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi later this year,
with a possible meeting at
the ASEAN Summit in No-
vember and then a bilater-
al expected in mid-Decem-
ber, when Mr. Trump hosts
G20 Summit in Miami.




SIR is illegal and needs to be
reversed: former CEC Quraishi

Delimitation and SIR are intertwined and tailored to favour BJP, say Opposition leaders at The Hindu event; government
has not yet prorogued the Monsoon Session of Parliament as it plans to bring the Bills around Oct. 11, says Jairam Ramesh

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he special intensive
T revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls is il-

legal and needs to be re-
versed, former Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner (CEC)
SY. Quraishi said on
Wednesday.

Mr. Quraishi made these
remarks at an event to
launch the book The Delim-
itation Debate: The Union
and its Units, published by
The Hindu Group. The
book contains essays that
examine critical questions
of representation, federal-
ism and demographic
change.

Speaking at the event,
Communist Party of India
(Marxist) MP John Brittas
said the issues of SIR and
delimitation are inter-
linked as the ruling Bhara-
tiya Janata Party (BJP)
wants these tailored to
make the party win.

Congress communica-
tions chief Jairam Ramesh
said the Narendra Modi go-
vernment has not pro-
rogued the Monsoon Ses#
sion of Parliament even
after 41 days of Parliament
being adjourned sine die;
as it is keen to bring the De-
limitation Bill during
Navratri.

‘Dubious procedure’

Speaking at a panel discus-
sion, moderated by The
Hindu’s Political Editor Nis-
tula Hebbar, Mr. Quraishi
referred to the newsbreak
by The Indian Express in

(From left) Sobhana Nair, Senior Deputy Editor, The Hindu; Nistula Hebbar, Political Editor, The Hindu; Javed Ali Khan, Rajya Sabha MP, SP;
John Brittas, Rajya Sabha MP, CPI(M); Jairam Ramesh, Rajya Sabha MP, Congress; SY. Quraishi, former Chief Election Commissioner; Sanjeev
Chopra, author and historian; Raja Sekhar Vundru, author; Varghese K. George, Resident Editor, The Hindu, Delhi; and Suresh Nambath,
Editor, The Hindu at the launch of The Delimitation Debate: The Union and its Units in New Delhi on Wednesday. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

which it was mentioned
that there were major diffe-
rences between Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner Gya-
nesh Kumar and the other
two Election Commission-
ers, Sukhbir Singh Sandhu
and Vivek Joshi.

“l have been saying
from the beginning, about
ayear and ahalf ago, that it
is highly undesirable. And
today it has come out that
it was illegal,” Mr. Quraishi
said.

Questioning the proce-
dure adopted for the on-
going SIR exercise, Mr. Qu-
raishi described it as
“dubious”.

“I have been opposing
it, and now today’s revela-
tions in The Indian Express
have actually exposed the
fact that the Election Com-

missioners themselves
have been questioning the
procedures being fol-

lowed. In fact, it has raised
a serious question of the le-
gality of the decision. And

all illegal decisions need to
be reversed,” he said.

His co-panelist Sanjeev
Chopray former director of
the Lal Bahadur Shashtri
Academy of Administra-
tion, argued for smaller
States for a more represen-
tative democracy.

Raja Sekhar Vundru,
former Additional Chief Se-
cretary, Haryana govern-
ment, argued for a system
like France where there
can be two rounds of vot-
ing so that the ultimate
winner of an election
should have at least 50% of
the votes polled.

A separate panel discus-
sion, moderated by Senior
Deputy Editor Sobhana
Nair, which included Mr.
Ramesh, Mr. Brittas and
Samajwadi Party MP Javed
Khan, focussed on the pol-
itical implications of the
delimitation process.

“We have a lingering
suspicion that the SIR and
the delimitation are inter-

linked. Just as the SIR was
the disenfranchisement of
crores of people, they want
to secure the delimitation
in such a way that it fa-
vours the BJP,” Mr. Brittas
alleged.

‘Broader implications’
Mr. Khan argued that the
BJP was jolted by the 2024
Lok Sabha results in Uttar
Pradesh, where his party,
SP, won as many as 37 of
the 80 Lok Sabha seats,
and that prompted the BJP
to push for delimitation.
Mr. Ramesh argued that
even now the government
does not have a two-thirds
majority to push through
the constitutional amend-
ment that seeks to imple-
ment the 33% reservation
for women after carrying
out the delimitation exer-
cise based on the last (2011)
Census. But the govern-
ment has not yet pro-
rogued the Monsoon Ses-
sion as it plans to bring the

Bills around October 11,
during the auspicious pe-
riod of Navratri.

The Congress MP said
the issue should not be
framed merely as a North-
South divide, as it has
much broader
implications.

Welcoming the distin-
guished panelists and
guests to the event, Suresh
Nambath, Editor of The
Hindu, said the book does
not frame the delimitation
debate as a North-South
conflict, but as an exami-
nation of democratic and
federal principles.

“We are here to make
sure that democracy and
federalism are not seen as
undermining each other,
but reinforcing each oth-
er,” Mr. Nambath said.

Varghese K. George, Re-
sident Editor (Delhi) of The
Hindu, made a brief visual
presentation on the book,
underlining the conse-
quences of delimitation.



Super El Nino to add 15,800
heat deaths in India: report

Climate Impact Lab says this year’s El Nifio is a ‘postcard from our future’, bringing temperatures

climate change is projected to deliver 20 years later; national rainfall deficit is at 15% below normal

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

ndia could see an esti-
lmated 15,800 addi-

tional  heat-related
deaths, give or take 1,600,
between September 2026
and February 2027, as the
current Super EI Nifio
drives unusually high tem-
peratures, according to a
report made public on
Wednesday by the Climate
Impact Lab. The estimate
is relative to average condi-
tions during the corres-
ponding months from
1996-2025.

Globally, the report pro-
jects 451,000 additional
heat-related deaths during
the first six months of the
El Nifio event, including
239,000 during the Sep-
tember  2026-February
2027 period. It projects
19,300 deaths in Indone-
sia; 19,400 across'the Phi-
lippines, Vietnam, . Thai-
land, and Cambodia;
13,300 in Brazil; and
66,800 across the Sahel, a
5,000-kilometre swathe of
about 10 countries across
Africa, including Senegal,
the Gambia, and northern
Nigeria.

“This report allows deci-
sion-makers to see exactly
where emergency actions

Dry spell: Heat is increasing electricity demand with nearly 40% of
coal-fired power plants.clocking critically low fuel stocks. FILE PHOTO

can be taken now to save
tens of thousands of lives
in the coming months,” Mi-
chaél Greenstone, co-foun-
der, Climate Impact Lab,
University of Chicago, said.

The report describes
the current event as a Sup-
er El Nifo, an informal
term generally used for ex-
ceptionally strong El Nifio
conditions. El Nifio occurs
when waters in the central
and eastern tropical Pacific
become unusually warm,
altering atmospheric circu-
lation and shifting rainfall
and temperature patterns
worldwide. Forecasts ear-
lier this month projected a
greater than 90% chance
of a very strong El Nifio

during the northern he-
misphere autumn and win-
ter, with eastern equatorial
Pacific sea surface temper-
atures already more than
3°C above normal.

Its effects are already
being observed in different
regions. Indonesia has ex-
perienced conditions con-
ducive to wildfires, while
parts of Central America
have faced drought-related
agricultural impacts. “This
year’s El Nifio is also a
‘postcard from our future’,
bringing temperatures cli-
mate change is projected
to deliver 20 years in the
future. In this way, it offers
a glimpse at what lies
ahead without new invest-

ments in adaptation,” an
accompanying press state-
ment noted.

Rainfall deficit

In India, the southwest
monsoon is entering its
withdrawal phase after a
season marked by defi-
cient rainfall. The national
rainfall deficit stood at
about 15% below normal
up to September 22, 2026
with larger shortfalls in
southern and eastern parts
of the country.

The heat is also increas-
ing the demand for elec-
tricity, with nearly 40% of
India’s coal-fired power
plants reporting critically
low fuel stocks amid in-
creased power demand as-
sociated with hotter than
usual weather linked to the
El Nifio.

The Climate Impact Lab
says it applies previously
estimated temperature-
mortality  relationships
across 24,378 regions to
seasonal temperature fore-
casts, accounting for local
climate, vulnerability, and
adaptive capacity. The re-
port does not spell out the
underlying numerical rela-
tionship or coefficients
connecting a particular
temperature increase to a
number of deaths.
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The Organisation for Eco-
nomic Co-operation and
Development (OECD) has
become the latest global
body to raise its growth fo-
recast for India in the last
week, predicting that In-
dia’s economy will grow by
7.1% in 2026-27, up from

6.3% forecast in June.

This comes soon after
the three most-recognised
global ratings agencies —
Moody’s, S&P Global, and
Fitch Ratings — raised their
respective growth outlooks
for India over the last
week. The OECD, in its
Economic Outlook Interim
Report September 2026 re-
leased on Wednesday, said

that several countries have
been-able to mitigate the
damage from the West Asia
crisis by rapid growth in ar-
tificial intelligence-related
investment and produc-
tion in many economies.

For India, however, it
said domestic demand and
government policy cush-
ioned the impact.

“This was also the case

in China, whilst growth in
several other G20 emerg-
ing market economies,
such as India, Indonesia
and Brazil, was under-
pinned by resilient domes-
tic demand and govern-
ment policies that
cushioned households and
firms from the impact of
higher energy prices,” the
report said.




‘We are not terrorists, but victims
of terror’: Iran’s Pezeshkian at UN

‘Our innocent people have been the targets of cowardly attacks and aggressions imposed upon our country; we defended

ourselves with utmost strength; we're hit, but we did not bend the knee; says the Iranian President at the General Assembly

Associated Press
UNITED NATIONS

In a defiant speech, Pre-
sident Pezeshkian held up
large photos of the late Su-
preme Leader Ali Khame-
nei and the more than 150
Iranian school children
killed by U.S. strikes on the
first days of the war.

“We have only defended
ourselves. We are not ter-

his speech, Mr. Pezeshkian
called out Mr. Trump by
name. “It must be under-
stood by Mr. Trump and
those who seek to bully us
that we are ready for dia-
logue and diplomacy and
negotiations without ac-
cepting the language of
force”

He also said one thing
that was measurably false:
“We did not hit civilian
populations.”

Arriving in New York
under heavy security and
scrutiny, Mr. Pezeshkian —
who, within Iran’s political
landscape, is considered a
moderate politician — ad-
dressed world leaders a
day after Mr. Trump used
the same stage to suggest
he may “annihilate” the Is-

Masoud Pezeshkian holdsup a picture of an Iranian school that was
bombed, while speaking at the UN headquarters on Wednesday. AFP

rorists,” Pézeshkian said at
the General:~ Assembly.

lamic Republic if a deal
isn’t reached soon to end
the nearly seven-month
war.

Mr. Pezeshkian’s ad-
dress elaborated on where
Tehran stands as more
than a year of start-stop ne-
gotiations between the two
longtime adversaries have
failed to produce a sustain-
able solution.

His address last year
came months after the 12-
day Israel-Iran war.

“Ladies and gentlemen,
you all bore witness that
this past June, my country
was subjected to a savage
aggression and flagrant
contravention of the most
elementary principles of
international law,” Mr. Pe-
zeshkian said at the time.



With Trump-Xi truce, China
looks to reshape Asian order

NEWS ANALYSIS

Ananth Krishnan
BEIJING

when Mr.

In May,
Trump visited Beijing,
both sides declared their
commitment to build a
“constructive relationship
of strategic stability”, a
Chinese coinage that the
U.S. President, to the sur-
prise of many observers,
readily accepted.

This week, Mr. Trump is
laying the red carpet for
Mr. Xi, including by perso-
nally welcoming him at
Joint Base Andrews, a cour-
tesy he has not extended to
any other leader.

Optics aside, the expec-
tations for the visit are, ho-
wever, largely modest on
both sides, seen an effort
to put a floor on a contén-
tious relationship rather
than a grand bargain. This
is regardless . of Mr.
Trump’s stated. fondness
for the idea.of a “G2”
which has concerned

countries in the region, in-
cluding India.

remain unresolved, such
as tariffs, restrictions on
semiconductors and Chi-
nese export controls, espe-
cially on rare earths. China
is also pressing the U.S. to

Donald Trump speaks with Xi Jinping while leaving after a visit to
the Zhongnanhai Garden in Beijing, China, in May. REUTERS

stop arms sales to Taiwan.

If this has led some ob-
servers to suggest this
truce is merely a tactical
pause while each side
works towards reducing
their vulnerabilities and
building leverage, others
argue there are compelling
reasons for both powers to
pursue a future relation-
ship of stability.

Writing in Foreign Af-
fairs before the visit, Da
Weisa leading voice in Beij-
ing on the China-U.S. rela-
tionship and Director of
the Center for Internation-
al Security and Strategy at
Tsinghua University, made
the case for why despite
structural challenges,
there were reasons for
both to pursue a detente.

“The rapid develop-
ment of technologies such
as Al will make it particu-
larly difficult for either the
U.S. or China to eliminate
the other’s sources of lev-
erage,” he said. In the lead
up to the visit, the two
sides held talks in New
York between Treasury Se-
cretary Scott Bessent and
Chinese Vice Premier He
Lifeng, including to set up
a dialogue mechanism for
Al cooperation.

tries. “China is looking at
bilateral relations from a
position of greater equality
and". with more confi-
dence,” he said. “It is less
anxious that competition
will undermine its national
development prospects.
Instead, Beijing believes
that competition can be ef-
fectively managed without
presenting an existential
threat.” For other Chinese
strategists, the longer term
goal is a grand bargain that
will gradually see declining
U.S. interest in Asia and a
reshaped Asian security or-
der. The view in Beijing is
that Mr. Trump has already
initiated that trend.

Li Kai, the Vice Presi-
dent of the influential Chi-
na Institutes for Contem-
porary International
Relations (CICIR) in Beij-
ing, argued in the lead up
to Mr. Xi’s visit that “re-
gional affairs should be led
and managed by Asian
countries themselves”.

an increasingly complex

regional security land-
scape, we must fend off ex-
ternal interference, seek
common ground while re-
serving differences, proac-
tively manage divergences
and facilitate peaceful set-
tlement of disputes.”
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After Trump’s ‘annihilation’ threat,
Pezeshkian says Iran won’tsurrender

Duelling speeches come amid first
shuttle talks between US and Iran

Reuters
Dubai, United Nations,
September 23

IRAN AND the United States re-
main far apart on how to end
their war but diplomacy must
continue, asenior Iranian official
told Reuters Wednesday, after
Iran’spresident toldthe UN Gen-
eral Assembly Tehran would
never surrender to US pressure.
Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian, in hisspeech in New
York, condemned what he
called “signs of a bullying men-
tality’from US President Donald
Trump, who had used the same
forumonTuesday to threatento
“annihilate” Iran.
Theduellingspeeches atthe
annual UN gathering boo-
kended the first shuttle talks be-
tween the US and Iran for
months, though they appeared
to have yielded no concessions
inthe publicstance of eitherside

towards ending the war.

The senior Iranian official,
speaking on condition of ano-
nymity, said Tehran was review-
ing Washington's response toits
peace proposals, which priori-
tise lifting a US naval blockade
on Iranian ports and reopening
the Strait of Hormuz.

“There are still many differ-
ences between the Iranian and
US positions, but diplomacy is
continuing,” the official said,

US Secretary of State Marco
Rubiotold reporters on Wednes<
day that a deal with Iranwould
involve hard work@veraperiod
of time, addingthat Trump also
had militaryeptions.

The US has also said it will
impose so-called secondary
sanctions against any country
that allows Iranian flights after
Wednesday. Mohsen Rezaei,
secretary of Iran’s Supreme Na-
tional Security Council, told
state TV Iran would ensure

Iran’s President Masoud Pezeshkian holds up photographs during
his speech atthe UNGA in New York on Wednesday. a»

neighbouring countries’ airports
could not function if they stop
Iranian flights.

In his address to the 193-
member General Assembly, Pe-
zeshkian homed in on the US
blockade of Tranian portsand on
the Strait, conduit for a fifth of
global oil and liquefied natural
gas shipments before the war.

“It cannot be the case that
everyone benefits fromthe Strait

of Hormuz while we are denied
access to shipping through this
waterway. The permanent de-
ployment of hostile fleets and
the expansion of the war willnot
lead to peace,” hesaid. “TheIra-
nian people will not bow to
pressure,” he added.

Iran wants to exert control
over the strait and collect fees
from ships that use it. Washing-
ton rejectsthisand says the strait

mustremain fully opentointer-
national shipping.

Trump on Tuesday argued
that he had prevented Tehran
from obtaining a nuclear
weapon and could "annihilate
the Islamic Republic" if no deal
isreached to end the conflict.

Pezeshkian on Wednesday
reiterated Iran’sline thatitisnot
seeking nuclear weapons.

Iranian and US officials held
their first known indirect talks
onTuesday sincea ceasefire col-
lapsed in July, with Iran’s For-
eign Minister Abbas Araghchi
and US envoys Steve Witkoff
and Jared Kushner communi-
cating through mediators.

Iranian Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Esmail Baghaei
said Tehran had conveyed con-
ditions during a two-hour ex-
change of messages with Wash-
ington via Qatari mediator. It
included an end towar, a haltto
US “acts of aggression” and re-
lease of frozen Iranian assets.

The diplomatic contact in
New York caused a backlash in
Iranian media associated with
hardliners.



