Cannot penalise refusal to
sing National Song, says SC

Top court seeks response from the Union government on a plea by renowned Carnatic vocalist

T.M. Krishna challenging the Prevention of Insults to National Honour (Amendment) Act, 2026

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Tuesday ob-

served that while a
democratically elected go-
vernment may give shape
to the scope and length of
the National Song, it can-
not violate individual and
collective religious free-
doms or subject conscien-
tious objectors, who refuse
to sing one or all the stan-
zas of the Vande Mataram,
to penal consequences.

QQ What is the National Song ishet in

dispute... But nobody

can infract Article 25 and 26
[religious freedoml]... It is for the
conscientious objector toregite
one or all stanzas of the National
Song without subjecting-himself
to criminal prosecttion
JUSTICE JOYMALYA BAGCHI

Supreme Court judge

nal consequences... It is for
the conscientious objector
to.récité one or all stanzas
of the'National Song with-
out subjecting himself to
criminal prosecution,” Jus-
tice Joymalya Bagchi, part
of a three-judge Bench
headed by Chief Justice of
India Surya Kant, ob-
served. He said the 1986
Supreme Court precedent
in Bijoe Emmanuel versus
State of Kerala, upholding
the right to religious free-

dom, constitutional tole-
rance, and silent objection,
still holds true.

The court sought a res-
ponse from the Union go-
vernment on a petition
filed by renowned Carnatic
vocalist and author T.M.
Krishna challenging the
Prevention of Insults to Na-
tional Honour (Amend-
ment) Act, 2026, read with
the administrative direc-
tions issued by the Union
Home Ministry in January

and a subsequent circular
in July.

Mr. Krishna, represent-
ed by senior advocate S.
Muralidhar and advocate
Prasanna S., said the
amended law and execu-
tive orders compel the
playing and mass singing of
the entire six stanzas of
Vande Mataram ahead of
the National Anthem at pu-
blic functions. Non-com-
pliance would risk three
years’ imprisonment or
fine or both.
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Trade agreement unlikely till U.S.
probes India’s competitor countries

Sriram Lakshman
WASHINGTON DC

gl
- according to

the person.

An announcement. of
fresh 301 investigations
against some of India’s
competitor countries is
likely in the-mear future,
The Hindu has learned,
although the timelines and
the subject matters for
these 301s have not yet

Uneven markets

The U.S. uses ‘Section 301’
as an alternative to the
‘reciprocal tariffs’

® |ndia, Pakistan, and Sri
Lanka were subject to probes
for ‘forced labour’, but only
India is on the probe list for
‘excess capacity’

= Indiais likely to face 8 ‘l
tariff in the ‘excess capaci )
investigation to bri
overall tariff
rate it

faces up
to 18%

been decided.

These developments ap-
pear to be consistent with
Commerce Secretary Ra-
jesh Agrawal’s-remarks at
the Global. Fintech Fest
2026 earlier this month.

Supreme Court ruling

The ‘301s’ are part of how
the U.S. government is
working around the Febru-
ary 2026 U.S. Supreme
Court ruling that President
Donald Trump’s ‘recipro-
cal’ tariffs were an unlaw-
ful application of the Inter-
national Emergency
Economic Powers Act (IEE-
PA). Prior to this ruling, In-

dia and the U.S. had ar-
rived at an Interim
Agreement on trade that
was announced via an In-
dia-U.S. joint statement is;

sued on February 6.

The general tariff rate
for Indian goods entering
the U.S. under the interim
deal was going to be 18%,
giving India an advantage
over its main competitors.
These include not just Pa-
kistan (19%), which is the
most politically sensitive
country in New Delhi’s cal-
culus, but also Vietnam
(20%), Sri Lanka (20%),
Bangladesh (19%) and the
Philippines (19%). Nepal
and the Maldives did not
fall under the reciprocal ta-
riff schedule and were ta-
riffed at 10%. Following the
scrapping of these tariffs,
they trade with the U.S. on
an MFN basis.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12




Trade deal ‘unlikely’ till
U.S. completes probes

DEEVIGUSIEVEs, while India is likely to be tariffed at

The relationship between the existence of this
new law and the likelihood that a bilateral trade
deal will be signed is not straightforward. Sanc-

ly, the Trump administration is mindful of global
oil prices and their link to the price of U.S. gas (pe-
trol) at the pump, with the midterm elections

sourcing; New Delhi is the third-largest importer of
crude oil globally and is the second-biggest market
for Russian crude oil.



Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Bangladesh on Tuesdayre-
ceived the Indian diplomat-
ic document — agrément —
that will pave the way for
Mr. Siam to take charge of
the High. Commission of
Bangladesh in New Delhi in
the coming weeks.

The appointment of Fo-
reign Secretary Siam has ta-
ken place against the back-
drop of negotiations
between New Delhi and
Dhaka for a possible India
visit by Prime Minister Ta-
rique Rahman sometime in
November. Mr. Rahman

Asad Alam Siam

was earlier invited to visit
Delhi for the BRICS sum-
mit, but the visit could not
take place over tough ex-
changes that broke out af-
ter deposed Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina held a vir-
tual press interaction on
August 5.




WHILE OTHERS HAVE SPOKEN OF PEACE, | HAVE MADE PEACE, SAYS PRESIDENT

In UN address, Trump says hefaces a
choice to make a deal or annihilate Iran

US President urges nations to enforce
complete economicisolation of Tehran,
expects deal after the midterm elections

Reuters
New York, September22

While predicting his admin-
istration would strike a peace
deal with Iran following the No-
vember 3US midtermelections,
Trump called on other nations
tojoin America in isolating Iran
economically to force it to the
negotiating table. “I call on all
nations to help to enforce the
complete economic isolation of
Iran.” he said.

ince returning to office last
year for asecond term, Trump
has waves through global order,
joining Israel to attack Iran, or-
dering a raid on Venezuela that
captured country’s leader, and
threatening toseize Greenland.
In a 37-minute speech,
Trumplaid out his foreign policy
vision, contending warwith Iran
would spare world threat ofanu-
clear-armed menace while
maintaining US military domi-
nance in the Western Hemi-
sphere was essential to prevent-
ing crises from taking root.
“Our actions in Venezuela
are proof that the United States

“What they don’t realize is
thatI'm not running,” Trump
said, referring to the leadership
in Tehran. “Idid that already,
and won in alandslide. We won
inagiant landslide, and I'll be
here for2-1/2years.”

Ahead of a UN Security
Council meeting on Al and in-

US President Donald Trump speaks during the 81st session of the United Nations General Assembly at
the UN headquarters in New¥ork on Tuesday. a»

ternational security on Wed-
nesday, Trump acknowledged
the challenges of the new tech-
nology but said “I'm not going
to stifle growth of something
that will be bigger than Indus-
trial Revolution.”

The speech kicked off a day
of high-level diplomacy at the
United Nations, where Trump
was due to meet more than a
dozen world leaders as wars in

Ihave abig

decisionto
make. Willadealbe
made with Iran that
lets them rebuild and
createafargreater
country thanitever
was before.Ordol
annihilate the Islamic
Republicand doit
quickly, never giving
themachance tokill
and destroy people
and countries again”

DONALD TRUMP,
PRESIDENT OF THEUNITED STATES

West Asiaand Ukraine continue
totest his foreign policy agenda.
After hisspeech, Trumpwas
scheduled tomeetwith no fewer
than 11 world leaders, including
British PM Andy Burnham,
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy, Venezuela’s interim
leader Delcy Rodriguez, and the
representatives of the Gulfstates
ofthe UAE, Saudi Arabia, Oman,
Bahrain, Kuwait and Qatar.

Turkev’s Erdogan urges UNreform, In his final UN speech, Guterres calls
wider recognition of Palestinian state for a ‘world built on interdependence’

Reuters establishing trust,” he said. “(Palestinian President) Associated Press competition. Tuesday’smessage  omic, political, social and tech-
New York, September 22 “TheUnited Nations, estab- Mahmoud Abbas,hasbeenun-  United Nations, September22  took on additional urgencybe-  nological connections.
lished 81 years ago to maintain ~ ableto take his placeinthis hall cause he leaves office at theend Guterresalsorebuked might-

“Let’s recognise that a sys-
tem in which the will of more
than 190 countries is subject to
the whims of five countries is
neither fair nor capable of fully

peaceand security, hasbecome
unable to fulfil this mission, or
rather it has been made unable

for two consecutive years. This
injustice against our Palestinian
brothers and sisters wounds the
consciences. Erdogan said.

The UN leader has long im-
plored leaders not to give up on
cooperation and shared deci-
sion-makingin the faceof accel-
eratingglobal challengesand in-
creasing  great  powers

of thisyear.

“The faultlines in ourworld
are widening,” he said, citing
raging wars, rising tempera-
turesand artificial intelligence,
among other matters. Instead
of letting the future continueto
veer toward fragmentation,
transactionalism and mistrust,
he called for “a world built on
interdependence” and sus-
tained by a dense web of econ-

makes-right thinking, telling
superpowers to recognise “that
their power isn't so super.” Re-
cent years have made it clear
that “military power alone can-



Amrita Nayak Dutta
New Delhi, September 22

THEINDIAN Air Force (IAF) will
hostthe second edition of itslar-
gest-ever multinational air exer-
cise, Tarang Shakti-26, begin-
ning later this week in Jodhpur.
Around 40 countries are ex-
pectedto participateinthe exer-
cise, which will bring together a
range of advanced combat air-
craft, including US F-35s, French
Rafales and UAE F-16s, along
with other aerial assets, for joint
aerial operations, tactical train-
ing and interoperability drills.

Explaining the criticality of
the exercise, Vice-Chief of Air
Staff Air Marshal Ashutosh Dixit
told mediapersons on Tuesday
that Tarang Shakti has changed
the earlier approach of havingan
operational engagement with
foreign air forceslargely through
bilateral exercises.

The exercise aimstoanalyse
tactical employment philos-
ophy against modern Air-to-Air

Vice-Chief of the Air Staff Air
Marshal Ashutosh Dixit
addresses a press conference
in the Capital on Tuesday. pri

and Surface-to-Air,weapons, to
enhance interoperability among
the participating forces and to
identifybest practices in oper-
atioms. It will involve Beyond
Visual Range and within Visual
Range combat missions, air mo-
bility operations and dynamic
targeting, air-to-air refuelling
missionsand combatsearch and
rescue operations.

Air Marshal Dixit empha-
sised that as world changes
rapidly and nature of warfare
evolves, recent conflicts have
highlighted the critical impor-
tance of precision, integrated air
defence, unmanned systems, in-
formation dominance, space-
based capabilities and the ability
to integrate these elements into
multi-domain operations. “Op-
eration Sindoor has reinforced
many of these realities for us. It
demonstrated theimportance of
intelligence-led operations,
precision, integrated air and
missile defence, counter-UAS,
and jointness across domains.”




Trump signs US-Denmark-Greenland pact

Deal to expand US
military presence
in Greenland

Associated Press
United Nations, September 22

The signing Tuesday on the
sidelines of the UN General As-
semblyin New York comes days
after Trump announced thedeal
to bolster US military presence
onthevast, icy islandbutkeep it
under Danish controls The
agreement wouldstill apply if
Greenland eventually chooses
independence.

“This istremendous for Eu-
rope and for the United States

and for everybody,” Trump said
just before the agreement was
signed. “And for Greenland, it’s
goingto be incredible.”

Officials from the US, Green-

land and Denmark negotiated
for months behind the scenes,
searching for solutions to ad-
dress some of Trump’s security




‘Deciding between deal
or driving Iran into hell

Reuters
UNITED NATIONS

r. Trump said.

“Or do I annihilate the
Islamic Republic and do it
quickly, never giving them
a chance to kill and destroy
people and countries
again? Do I drive them into
hell with no chance of sur-
vival and no hope of future
greatness or generations?”

Donald Trump

But Mr. Trump reiterat-
ed that he thought an
agreement was possible
before U.S. midterm elec-
tions in November — in
which his Republican par-
ty faces losing control of
Congress at least partly
due to high fuel prices
caused by the war.

“I believe we’ll make a
deal right after the election
because it doesn’t make
sense for them not to,” Mr.
Trump said.

“They’re waiting to see

how I do_.in the midterm
election. What they don’t
realise is that I’'m not run-
ning. I did that already, and

Secretary of State Marco
Rubio told NBC’s “Today”
show the U.S. was open to
speaking with the Iranians,
“especially if it has the
prospects of leading to so-
mething positive and ulti-
mately achieving the goal
of what this is all about”.



We came out with our heads held
high: Pezeshkian before UN speech

‘We will make the best possible use of this opportunity to convey Iran’s plight.to the international community; we will firmly

tell our adversaries that, despite all the injustices, the Iranian people have stood their ground; says the Iranian President

Agence France-Presse
TEHRAN

“We emerged with our
heads held high, and this is
a source of dignity and
pride for all of us. There-
fore, we will firmly defend
our positions in interna-
tional forums,” he said be-
fore flying out of Iran, ac-
cording to footage
broadcast by state
television.

|

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian speaks before departing for
New York, at Mehrabad Airport in Tehranon Tuesday. REUTERS

on Wednesday.

[@SFaR which began in
late February with U.S.-Is-
raeli strikes on Iran.

The Iranian President’s
communications team has
not been authorised to tra-
vel however, having been
denied visas. Their barring
was described as “hostile”
by Iranian presidential
spokesperson Habibollah

time corridor,

Traffic in the vital mari-
through

The crisis escalated in
recent month with Iran’s
allies in Yemen, the Houth-
is attacking Saudi Arabia
and launching an offensive
in Yemen against the Saudi
backed forces. The Houthis
have since taken over Ye-
men’s entire Red Sea coast.




Iran hints at Hormuz
dialogue with US as
Houthis advancein
Bab el-Mandeb strait

Reuters
Dubai, September 22

A SENIOR Iranian official said
Tuesday Iran could reopen the
Strait of Hormuz to Gulf ship-
ping within days if the United
States lifts its blockade, describ-
ingthe UN General Assembly as
a “golden opportunity” torevive
diplomacy with Washington.
USPresident Donald Trump
and Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian will attend UN Gen-
eral Assembly in New York, their
first shared event since Trump
launched “Operation Epic Fury”
against Iran in February.

said, adding Iran had sent 1ts
proposal toWashingtonthrough
mediators on September 16.

US Secretary of State Marco

Saudi restarts East-West

Drone attacks forced Saudi
Arabia to shut its East-West

Pipeline on September 13, halt-
ing crude loadings at the king-
dom's Yanbu port. The resump-
tion of supplies on Tuesday
helped todrivesellingon global
oil markets, traders said.

Rubio told NBC’s Today show
that the USwasopentospeaking
with Iran at the General Assem-
bly, “especially if it has the pros-
pects of leading to something
positive” and ultimately achiev-
ing the goals of the war.

Gulf countriesare keentore-
store shipping through the Strait
but wary of giving Iran, their
rival, too much influence.

Saudi Arabiahasbeendrawn
deeper into the conflict this
month, with Iran-aligned Hou-
thi fightersadvancingin Yemen,
routingforces ofaSaudi-backed
governmentand threatening
Saudi oil exports through the
Red Sea.'The Houthis aim to
control Bab el-Mandeb Strait,
thesouthern entrancetotheRed
Sea, and have attacked Saudi
Arabiawith missiles and drones.

eline

k. @

State o1l firm Saudi Aramco
did not respond to arequest for

comment. REUTERS



