what is the Uniform Civil Code debate?

How are personal laws governed today? What does the Constitution say about a UCC? What are the arguments in favour of a UCC? What are the arguments

against? How could a UCC guarantee equal women's rights? What alternative has been proposed?
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Rangarajan R.

The story so far:
nion Home Minister Amit Shah
has indicated that the Uniform
ode WO

1m)| ementeg m; 21
NDA-ruled §tates E 2029. Uttarakhand
has had a UCC in force since January

, WLl s pass e
leE"slatu:es of Assam, Gujarat and
adhya Pradesh are awaiting Presidential
S
==
How are personal matters governed
tod:

Article 44 of the Constitution provides
e State s 11 a

T
UCC for citizens throughout India. A UCC
would aj e same set of secular
e T e e ective of
uniform criminal laws and common civil

[aWs COVerng matters such as taxation,

ow personal laws that are based on
ﬂi—l'eu" Teligious doctrines. Hindus are

governed by laws such as the Hindu
Marriage Act (1955) and the Hindu

SR A 05, ey il
within the Hindu religion may follow
constitutional exceptions. Jains, Buddhists

and Sikhs are covered by Hindu laws. Sikh
; ler
the Anand Marrialge Act (2012). Christians
and Parsis have their own personal laws, |
while Muslims are governed by the
Muslim Personal Law (Shariat)
Application Act (1937).

‘What are the pros and cons?

The Constitution makers were divided
over including a UCC in the Constitution.
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The key arguments against UCC are as
llows. First, Eﬁere can be potential
onflict between the provisions of the

ind guaranteed fundamental rights.

2l s% %
cle 25 of the Constitution E%amn ees

every person a fundamental right to
ractise a rell oice. Article
provides a fundamental right to any

section of citizens to conserve their
distinct culture. The provisions of a UCC
on personal matters may run contrary to
scriptures and cultural doctrines in a
eligion. Second, the four States that have
nacted UCC have exempted tribal
’population from its ambit. The reasons
for such exemption are constitutional
safeguards to protect tribal culture as well
as ﬁe Delier #at many tribal Customs in

these matters provide adequate rights to

Some wanted it to be made a
Fundamental Right to ensure uniformity
in civil laws and secure equal rights for
women. However, many members of the
Muslim communit ur of

including it in the Constitution as they felt
T s iTors SRR 4 e the
guaranteed in Part Ik Finally, the
‘provision relating to UCC was placed in
the nq»lusnaable Part IV - Directive
Principles of State Policy.

R Wt vments over
aspects of the UCC. The key arguments i
its favour are, first, that it would make
India secular in the true sense by
subjecting all citizens to the same
personal laws. The second and most vital

ment is gender justice: a UCC would

ensure equaly ss women. HeijigigintioipiitaRtsecieN
religions in matters governed by personal | qisocicbuilcalinslLcompulsor, for
aws. plather gonps ndiling el

minorities, is discriminato

‘What can be the way forward?

The most important reason to reform civil
laws is to ensure equal rights for women
AT T e
maimtenance, and mheritance. The right
msub] ect to

constitutional morallt and other

2024) case, the Supreme Court held that

practices such as casteism and gender
Crimination, which run a; e
oul

However, there is resistance to the UCC
among minorities, particularly Muslims.
e advocaied s IO b suggeted
that it could remain voluntary. He said

Parliament could provide for the UCC to

apply to citizens who declare they are
Wi 10 be boun It.

%n t;e otger Eang, the L
Commission in its Consultation Paper on
a was neither necessary nor

esirable at this stage. It argued instead
for reforming discriminatory provisions
across personal laws The emphasls
should be jthin
communities’ between men and women
rather n
ﬁmmunities.‘ The report recommends
egislative reforms required in various
personal laws with respect to marriage,
divorce, custody, adoption, maintenance,
succession and inheritance, that would
ensure gender justice. The suggestions of
the Law Commission should be
considered while legislating and
implementing reforms in personal laws.

author of ‘Courseware on Polity Simplified’.
Views expressed are personal)
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The Uniform Civil Code (UCC)
would replace religion-based
personal laws governing
matters such as marriage,
divorce and inheritance with a
common set of secular laws

v

Supporters argue that it would
promote secularism, national
integration and gender justice,
while critics point to possible
conflicts with religious and
cultural rights

v

The Law Commission has
instead favoured reforming
discriminatory provisions in
existing personal laws to
ensure equality between men
and women



PM pitches India as a global

destination for chipmaking

The country’s success in the critical industry would strengthen supply chain of entire world, says
Modi; 1 lakh technicians to be trained over five years for employment in factories, adds IT Minister

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

rime Minister Na-
l. rendra Modi
pitched India as a

“new and trustworthy loca-
tion” for electronics manu-
facturing, urging _global
chipmakers to consider the
country’s potential to re-
lieve electronics from the
“weaponisation” of supply
chains.
—™This is not a sector
where you set up a factory
and the job is done,” said
Mr. Modi, who inaugurated
Semicon India 2026. “Whe-
rever semiconductor eco-
systems have been built in
the world, the entire eco-
system has come together
only after decades of hard
work. But India, with your
cooperation, has worked
simultaneously on chip de-
sign, manufacturing,
equipment manufacturing,
the materials ecosystem,
testing capability, and has
demonstrated success.”
The Prime Minister’s ad-
dress came days after the
India Semiconductor Mis-
sion’s (ISM) second phase,

High potential: Prime'Ministér Narendra Modi and Union Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw atSEMICON India in New Delhi on Thursday. AnI

“mother of.democracy”,
he said, “When such a
country succeeds in a criti-
cal industry, it strengthens
the supply chain of the en-
tire” world. And today,
when supply chains are be-
ing weaponised, its impor-
tance becomes much grea-
ter. We should also look at
this development taking
place in India from this
larger perspective.”
Semicon India 2026
brought together semicon-
ductor and electronics
firms from India and other

which has an outlay of ¥1.27
lakh crore, was notified.
~ Describing India as the

countries. Speaking at the
event, IT Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said the govern-

ment plans to train one
lakh people who will be a
"gloEa] pool of talent” and
can “straightaway be em-
ployed in the factories
which are coming up in
India”.

Mr. Vaishnaw said the
government would target
at least 200 start-ups and
fiTIs i ISM 2.0's chip de-
sign pillar, almost double of
what was done for the first
phase.

The Minister added that
the government was com-
mitted to training more
than one lakh technicians
over the coming five years
for different electronics

manufacturing duties.

Global industry body SE-
MTI’s CEO Ajit Manocha esti-
mated that the semicon-
ductor industry _would
cross $1.3 trillion this year,
and $Z trilion by 2030.

Leaders from the semi-
conductor industry ex-
pressed hope in India’s tra-
jectory and its role in their
global plans. Applied Mate-
rials committed to invest $5
billion over the coming five
years to expand its R&D
centre and supply chain.

“Earlier this year, we be-
gan—commercial produc-
tion at Sanand,” Micron
CEO Sanjay Mehrotra said.
“Our current production
capacity already exceeds
the memory required for
lmmmar-
két .. The India Semicon-
ductor Mission, and now
ISM 2.0, gave this industry
a foundation it did not have
before.”

Infineon CEO Jochen Ha-
nebeck called India a “mar-
ket of tremendous impor-
tance”, praising the “pace
of progress across the In-
dian ecosystem”. Pointing
to his firm increasing hiring
in India by 28%, he said
that there was great poten-
tial for India in the sector.




New fault lines

May 2023 hardened into a fault line between

the Meitei and Kuki-Zo communities, Mani-
pur has traversed a slow path towards peace bet-
ween them. After nearly a year of President’s
Rule gave way in February 2026 to a Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party-led government under a new Chief Mi-
nister, Yumnam Khemchand Singh, attempts to
engineer a thaw gathered pace with the everyday
violence between the communities abating. Yet,
many of those displaced in 2023 remain in relief
camps; an RTI reply puts those dead in these
camps at over 700, many due to the lack of access
to basic health care and adequate nutrition. Even
so, there have been tentative and encouraging
openings towards rebuilding normalcy. On Sep-
tember 2, two Kuki-Zo MLAs attended the As-
sembly session — the first time since legislators
from the community began boycotting it follow-
ing the attacks in Imphal at the start of the ethnic
conflict. In doing so they defied a directive from
the Kuki-Zo civil society organisation, the Kuki In-
pi Manipur, to continue the boycott until there
was a concession NSNS
el The two MLAs seem to acknow-
ledge that it is time to reopen,the political space
even if differences persist;-and for this, their pre-
sence in the Assembly.miust be welcomed.

Yet, these moves have coincided with a new
ethnic fault line in Manipur. Since February, vio-
lence betweenithe Naga and Kuki-Zo communi-
ties — which.began as localised disputes — has
spread across the hill districts. Till July, at least 15
Kuki-Ze people, 11 Nagas, three security person-
nel and a truck driver were killed; more have
died in the last two months. Houses in Naga and
Kuki-Zo villages have been burnt down and the
newly displaced have moved into camps. Block-
ades imposed by partisans of the communities
against the other have held up essentials and
medicines, with the smaller Kuki-Zo community
the worse affected. Health centres in the hills
have been left dysfunctional. This echoes the Na-
ga-Kuki violence of the 1990s, now revived by
armed groups claiming to act on behalf of their
respective communities and resurrecting argu-
ments over who controls the hills and whose cus-
tomary laws prevail there. With its tenure ending
soon and Assembly elections due next year, the
State government must move quickly to contain
this outbreak of hostilities. It must work with civil
society to lower the rhetoric - reportage from the
ground suggests a weariness with the violence
across communities - while acting against the
armed groups with the help of the security forc-
es. Those imposing blockades must be deterred
by the force of law. Criminal law must apply
equally across communities in the hills, and the
safety and welfare of civilians must be guaran-
teed irrespective of ethnicity.

l n the three years since the conflagration of




Who has to pay MDR on UPI and who

stands to gain the most?

Merchant Discount Rate will apply to certain P2M transactions above 32,000, while P2P transactions and merchant payments up to 32,000 will

remain free; the charge wi

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan

The story so far:
fter much speculation and
debate, the National Payments
Corporation of India (NPCI) has
finally released its circular
about the additional charges it will allow
to be levied on certain UPI payments from
October 15. While the Opposition has
argued that this charge will increase
prices for consumers, the government has
argued that this will not happen, and that
even the impact on merchants will be
minimal.

Who will have to pay the MDR
charge?

Merchant Discount Rate (MDR) is a fee for
using UPI that will be paid by merchants
to payment processors and éanFs.
Consumers will not have to alrectlx pay
the MDR.

—— .
In its press release relating to the
NPCI’'s announcement, the Ministry of
Finance on September 15 emphasised that
banks have been advised to ensure that

merchants do not pass MDR charges on to
Eomers A e DT app et
Providers are expressly pronibited from
imposin; atform fees or hidden charges
on users.

The MDR will havmd_m

to large-size PI
payments in excess of {2,000 er
mmmmm%m have to
paya charg'e of 0.4%. For transactions of
75,000 and above, the MDR will be
cappea at 1300 per transaction.

However, the rules change when it
comes to essential sectors. Transactions
0f ¥2,000 or more in essential and

in-margin sectors, such as railways,
fefecommunications, insurance, fuel, and
agricultural inputs, will attract a flat MDR
e T ——

ccording to the government, this flat

charge will provide cost certainty for
critical public services and businesses
operating on narrow margins.

Further, capital market transactions
such as payiments (o mutualfunds,
stockbrokers, dealers, and for equities
T artract an MDR o 002% capped at
f__Mern‘am. This lower rate, the
government has argued, is aimed at
S pporting reall perficioation T Totwl
TR T

=OmeWay (o ascertain how widespread
the charge will be is to look at.the
volumes of UPI transactions. An analysis
by The Hindu of data provided by the
NPCI shows that person-to-merchant
(P2M) transactions above 32,000 make up
just 2.5% of all UPI transactions by
volume.

Who will not have to pay?
All Person-to-Person (P2P) transactions
will remain free of charge, regardless of
the amount being transferred. The
government has specified that “no
transaction fee, platform fee or other
charge may be imposed on individuals for
sending or receiving money through UPI”.
This is a significant exemption because

P2P UPI transactions make up about 37%

of the total UPI transaction volume.

apps, with exemptions and caps limiting the transactions anc

Further, payments to merchants up to
koX will remain free o S
makes up another 60.5% ofall UPI
transactions by volume. That means, in
total, 97.5% of all UPI transactions will
rem

In addition, the NPCI has mandated

that small merchants, including street
VendoTS TeCeVIng U To 1T Takh per month

Person-to-Person-Merch )

‘This means that the proportion of UPI
payments that will attract a charge is
actually even smaller than 2.5%.

Who stands to gain the most?

The government has said that the MDR
will be shared among payment ecosystem
participants, including banks, payment
service providers, and UPI application
providers.

The analysis of the NPCI data shows
that the P2M transactions above 32,000
make up 20% of all UPI transactions by
value.

That is, while ¥29.8 lakh crore was
transacted over UPI in August 2026, P2M
mmmmﬁwm
Takh crore. This means that the absolute
maximum that banks and payment

IOCessors can i
2,400 crore a month (0.4% of ¥5.99 lakh
Crore) or 128,000 crore a year. However,
since thre ave TTToTe coveats,
exemptions, flat rates, and caps imposed,

the total amount receivable will be Jower
than this.

The way MDR works is that the bulk of

amount that attract MDR

| the charge (about 40% of what is

collected) goes to the payer’s bank since it
holds the customer’s bank account and
bears the core authorisation, security,
and settlement costs of the transaction.

Here, Yes Bank is the undisputed
gainer, since it is the payer bank in more
than 50% of all UPI transactions. The
second largest is ICICI Bank at 18.3%.

Of the MDR collected, the merchant’s

bank or recefving bank receives 30%. This
relationship, handle the

e% oyment, and process merchant
settlements.

Here, too, Yes Bank is the payee in
about 55% of all UPI transactions and so
stands to earn the most from the MDR,
followed by Axis Bank at about 19%.

Another 20% of the MDR goes to the

The final 10% of the MDR goes to the
Payment Service Provider that conpects
thetechnology partner bank that
__H_h_%ﬁ_._._-
connects the application to the

MEE]_F_FEE'_
TICtWOIK switches.
e government has also said that a

dedicated fund will be established to

promote UPI adoption among small
merc le'llSl with an a!"sz""l gﬂ“ﬂﬂlﬁ"[ to

5% of total MDR collections contributed to
this fund. It does not specify from which

of the payment system players this 5% will
be taken.
—t




Rs 15,000 crore: What the

UPI levy will fetch, and

why the govtis backing it

Aanchal Magazine
New Delhi, September17

BEGINNING OCTOBER 15, UPI
payments above Rs 2,000 to
merchants will attract a 0.4%
levy called the Merchant Dis-
count Rate (MDR). MDR is the
fee merchants paytothe entities
that help facilitate a digital
transaction.

The new MDR framework,
announced Tuesday, isexpected
to generate around Rs 15,000
crore, an official linked to the
payments platform told The In-
dian Express. This amount —
which will be shared between
banks, payment apps and pay-
mentservice providers— marks
tRenstsep e direction ofa
levy to be charged through the
country’s payment systems for
the UPI payment mode thatliad
become almostan equivalentto
cash over the last six years:

Banks and other fipancial
players in the payments frame-
work have long beén calling for
the MDR charge, citing the high
costs of running the payments
infrastructure. The government
has been subsidiSIng payments
of up toRs 2,000 made to small
merchants. The incentive was
capped at 0.15% of the transac-
tion value for small merchants
with turnover less than Rs 50
crore. The government paid a
total of Rs 8,730 crore under the
incentive scheme between
FY22to FY25.

* MDRDEBATE

THE NPCl argued that the gov-
ernment has been indirectly foot-
ing the bill for large merchants,
and questioned the subsidies
being given to large merchants
such as Amazon or Flipkart

THESEBIG players are already
paying MDR at higher rates op
payments through other nén-UP!
digital payment modes —\/isa,
Mastercard, and Amériéan
Express cards fordnstance

toimpgse apMDR on UPL In fact,
asreeently asJune 2025, the Min-
istry ef Finance said in a social
niedia post: “Speculation and
claims that the MDR will be
charged on UPI transactions are
completely false, b
misleading... The Government
remains fully committed to pro-
motingdigital paymentsvia UPL”
Now, with the reintroduc-
tion of the MDR levy, the cost
versus benefitdebateisagainin
focus. To put the numbers in
perspective, Rs 15,000 crore ac-
counts forlessthan 4% of the net
profits of all listed commercial
banks in India seen in FY26.
When seen against the profits
earned by the top three lenders
— State Bank of India, HDFC
Bank and ICICI Bank — the
MDR receipts’ would come tobe
7% of their combined net profits

Thegovernmenthadconsist- ofRs2.13lakh crore in the finan-
entlydenied thattherewasaplan  cial year 2025-26.

‘Right step’

Critics argue that UPI trans-
actions could have continued
for free given the benefits for
the public atlarge, but officials

maintaipedthat this marks a
step imthe/right direction”. “In

my@assessment, it is a step to-
wards magnificently changing
eyerything. At the same time it
has to be reasonable. Over a
period of time, it has to change
butthis marksastepin the right
direction,” the official men-
tioned above said.

Before the payments
framework moved to a zero-
MDR regime in January 2020,
MDR of up to 0.30% was appli-
cable for UPI P2M (person-to-
merchant) transactions. In Ja-
nuary 2020, to promote digital
transactions, MDR was made
zero for RuPay Debit Card and
BHIM-UPI transactions
through amendments in Sec-
tion 10A of the Payments and
Settlement Systems Act, 2007
and Section 269SU of the In-
come-tax Act, 1961.

_Transactions of more than
Rs 2,000 make up just 4% of all
payment-to-merchant pay-
mentsinvolumeterms, butthey
account for 67% of total value of
such payments. And UPI pro-
cessed a whopping 2,451 crore
transactions valued at Rs 299
lakh crore in August 2026 alone.
This volume highlights UPI's
roleasthe main financial engine
of the Indian economy.
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U.S. clears Russia sanctions

Bill; India faces tariff threat

U.S. House clears legislation that will authorise the President to impose 100% tariffs on countries for

buying oil and gas from Russia; committed to ensuring energy securityforIndians, says New Delhi

Sriram Lakshman
WASHINGTON DC

he U.S. House of
T Representatives on
Wednesday passed

legislation targeting Rus-
sia’s energy sector, indivi-
duals and the “shadow
fleet” of tankers, including
authorising the U.S. Presi-
dent to impose tariffs of up
to 100% on India and other
countries for buying oil
and gas from Russia. The
House voted 262-159 in fa-
vour of the Bill.

The Bill, an amendment
to the Senate’s “Lindsey O
Graham Sanctioning Rus-
sia and Iran Act of 20267,
Will now head to President
Donald Trump’s desk for
his signature. Mr. Trump
plans to sign the Bill, a
White House official told
The Hindu on Thursday.
The President will have the

Who are the targets?

The Bill aims to dissuade countries from ‘aidingRussian
aggression’ against Ukraine by purchasing Russian oil and gas

The Bill targets
top five “largest
importers, by
total volume” in
the 12 months
preceding

the date of
enactment of
the law, which
have knowingly
made new
purchases

on or after 30
LEVER (T RG T
date the Bill
becomes law

AFFAIRS
MINISTRY

This issue has been discussed

at high levels.in recent months
with.various US. interlocutors. Its
potential implications for not just
thebilateral relationship but also
the international energy
market have been very
clearly articulated by the
Indian side
EXTERNAL

O

-

NEW DELHI

Russia accounted for more
than 51% of India’s oil imports
in July, an all-time-high, up
from just a little less than 50%
in the previous month, the
latest official data show. An
analysis of Commerce and
Industry Ministry data shows
India imported 110.4 lakh
tonnes of Russian oil in July,
the latest month for which
data are available. » PAGE 17

authority, under the legis-
lation, to waive sanctions
in the national interest.

In its reaction, the Mi-
nistry of External Affairs
said, “India remains firmly
committed to ensuring

billion people” via diversi-
fied sourcing of energy in-

Delhi and Washington

have been negotiating a

puts, determined accord-
ing to evolving market
forces. India would also
“protect its trade and eco-
nomic interests”, it said.

energy security for its 1.4

This Bill comes as New

preliminary trade deal.

CONTINUED ON

» PAGE 14

CHINA, RUSSIA REACT
» PAGE 18



U.S. passes Bill targeting
Russian energy sector

The issue had been discussed with various U.S. in-
terlocutors at high levels, the Ministry statement
said, adding that the government made it clear to
the U.S. that the sanctions would have implica-
tions for the bilateral relationship and energy
markets.

The Trump administration had announced an
additional 25% tariff, on top of an existing 25% ta-
riff on India in July 2025, for the purchase of Rus-
sian oil. The share of Russian crude oil in Indian
oil imports fell to its lowest level in two years in
December 2025, but energy markets have been
under additional pressure owing to the U.S.-Iran
conflict and New Delhi’s import of Russian oil hit
an 11-month high in April this year. However, the
U.S. Treasury paused sanctions for oil shipments
that were in transit before March 11, 2026, as sup-
plies were hit following the start of the conflict in
West Asia on February 28.

“To China and India: You better clean up your
act. Buy your oil and gas somewhere else;” said
Senator Richard Blumenthal, a Connecticut De-
mocrat, shortly after the Bill was passed.

Potential target countries

Countries that would be poténtial targets for the
tariff are the top five “largest importers, by total
volume” of Russian-origin crude oil or natural gas
in the 12 months preceding the date of enactment
of the law, and have knowingly made new pur-
chases of Russian crude oil on or after 30 days
from the date the Bill becomes law.

A country that is among the top five countries
“facilitating Russian oil sanctions evasion” would
also be eligible for the tariffs of up to 100%.

Countries that have taken significant steps to
reduce their Russian natural gas imports or whose
gas imports were less than 15% of Russia’s total gas
export, would be exempt from the sanctions.

A House amendment proposed by Democrat
Steny Hoyer that sought to name the top 10 impor-
ters — China, India, Turkiye, Azerbaijan, Hungary,
Slovakia, the UAE and the Kyrgyz Republic — had
not passed into the final version considered on
Wednesday.

Sweeping powers

The Bill, named after Senator Lindsey Graham , a
prominent supporter of Ukraine, who died sud-
denly on July 11 this year, had passed the Senate
86-11 on August 7. Several prominent Democrats,
like Elizabeth Warren and those caucusing with
Democrats like Bernie Sanders, as well as some
Republicans, such as Rand Paul, had opposed the
Bill, concerned over the sweeping powers it
would give the President or the cost it would im-
pose, via tariffs, on Americans.




Russia sanctions Bill: Tool

for Trump, worry for India

ﬁ

SUKALP SHARMA &
RAvi DUTTA MISHRA

‘THE US House of Representatives on Wed-
nesday passed a sweeping Bill aimed at
squeezing Russia’s revenue from oil and
gas exports amid the war in Ukraine. The
Bill includes provisions for charging up to
100% tariffs on the top five buyers of Rus-
sian energy — India is the second-biggest
export market for Russian crude.

The ‘Lindsey O. Graham Sanctioning
Russia and Iran Act of 2026’ — a watered-
down version of a proposed legislation in-
itially backed by the late US senator and
named after him — received the US Sen-
ate’s (upper house) approval last month.

The Bill, which gives discretionary
powersto Donald Trump onimplementing
its provisions, now just needs the US Presi-
dent’s sign-off after the lower house’s vote.

ForIndia, the developments are signifi-
cant. The counu_? depends on imports to
meet over 88% of its crude oil needs, and

ussiacurrently accounts for nearly half of
these imports. It remains to be seen if and
when Trump turnsthe Bill into law through
his signature, and how his administration
implementsits provisions, given the energy
market crisis amid the West Asia conflict.

AKkey point to remember is that the Bill
does offer some room for workaroundsand
concessions from Washington. One thing
pears certa Though: At e this will
give the Trump administration an addi-
tional lever to potentially exert pressure on
Mndiaata crucngistge in ;Eg bilateral trade
agreementn

The Ministry of ExtemalAffans said on
Thursday that the government remains
committed to ensuring the nation’s energy
security “throughdiversified sourcingand
onthe basis of evolving market dynamics”.

The Bill and the energy market
Even for Trump, taking away millions of
barrels of Russian oil Eom ’Ee a'@ E&t
when energy flows from West Asia remain
li!gﬁ!z conslram@ wouldn't be Erudent.
In that context, it's worth noting that

« Russian oil makes up nearly half of India’s oilimports

@ Oilimports from Russia (in mbpd)
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AR tanker. India d onimports
to meet over 88% of its energy needs, and
Russian oil is a key part of that mix. cerry

carlierthis weel, Trumpcalled on Ukine
tohaltstrikes on Russian refineries ‘given

the runaway oil and petroleuni produet’
érices amid stifled su)EEIieE u-{& Edal
market. So will he now risk takingmore

Russian oil off the market by imposing
punitive tariffs on countries burying Rus-
sian crude in large quantities?

Atleast till thie West Asia crisis persists,
= 2 = d

‘Trump mighowantio eXercise resurainlan
caution irf implementing the proposed

Doing theopposite would worsenanal-
ready worrying supply situation and send
oil andfuel prices soaring even higher,
somiething thatthe Trump administration
wouldn’t want ahead of the midterm polls
in'the US later this year.

On its part, India would most certainly

——————
move tocommunicate llS CNCrgv CONCCIns
[0 ashin W e

last year as well when the ongngﬂ] draft of

the Bill was mooted.

India has been in touch with US auth-
orities over the proposed legislation. The
MEA statement said: “This issue has been
discussed at high levels in recent months
with various US interlocutors. Its potential
implications for not just the bilateral rela-

Supply
shock
ForIndia,
meaningfully
reducing Russian
oilimports is just
notanoption
amid the plunge
insupplies from
West Asia.
.

For the same
reason, it would
alsobe abadidea
forthe USto
remove millions
of barrels of
Russian oil from
theglobal
market.
—_—

tionship but also the international energy
market have been very clearly articulated
by the Indian side.”

“Passing the Bill under these circum-
stances would be economic insanity, even
for the US itself,” Abu Dhabi-based energy
analyst NataliaKatona told The Indian Ex-
press on Wednesday. “US diesel crack
spreads (margins) have already reached
$114 per barrel, largely because of the ab-
sence of Russian diesel from the market.
Any logical economic assessment would
argue against passing this Bill. However,
given the level of political opportunism
within the current administration and its
apparent economic blindness, we should
be prepared for anything,” she said.

Tradetalks
Apart from energy flows, the Bill creates
asecond w. ja. ICTSyet to enter

asecond worry for Indi;
intoatrade agreementwith theUS — 1[ had
onl si eb-

—angd the US President mightuse the

0 d law as leverage to exert pressure
on inﬁlan il

n fact, before the US Supreme Court
struck down Trump’s tariff powers, the US
President had indeed threatened Indiawith

Implementing the Bill's 100% tariffs
on top Russian oil importers could
upend the energy market. Will Trump
useitasleverage in trade talks?

reciprocal tariffs amid thetrade negotiations.

‘Frump in February had lost the author-
ity toimpose “reciprocal tariffs” after the
USSupreme Court had ruled that the US
president’s did not have the authority
under the 1977 International Emergency
Economic Powers Act toimpose broad im-
portduties. Since then, the administration
has been finding newer ways to impose
trade restrictions.

Now, trade experts say that Congres-
sional approval places Russian oil-related

tariffs on stronger IeFal ground. If the Act
issigned, the US Tra i jll
@entlE tEe taEeted countries angJ g:;
mend tariff rates. These countries would
nergy 1mports or negotiatewitthgh ing-
e Bill does give powers to the US
resndent 1o wa its
IOVisiof or
those, if the Bill comes into force, according
to industry experts and analysts.
The new version of the Bill propose

ussian oil and natural gas, 0-

againsthe
posal of a blanket 500% tariff on buyers of

R_‘ﬂ%ﬂﬂ'ﬁuﬂ.ﬁlﬁw
While this reduction in proposed tariffs

appears meaningful on paper, the cap is
still too high for India.

Why Russian oil is key
With much of the West shunning Rus-
sian crude following the country’s Febru-
ary 2022 invasion of Ukraine, Russia began
i e o
buyers. This is how a peripheral jer
ame India’s biggest source of crude, dis-
PR West Assnnois.
st year, the US did impose additional
penal tariffs on India over its Russian oil
imports, which was followed by a sizeable
reduction in New Delhi’s imports of Mos-
cow’s crude. But the West Asia war turned
i i foran ener

iable supplier of scale foran energy |
rt-dependent India.
KEZ'ysts say that despite the threat of
sanctions, Russian crude remains the most
ractical and competitive source ly
or Indian ¢ i iffi-
cultto re%lace in the current market.
ccording to vessel tracking data from
Kpler, India 1mported 2.08 million barrels
r da unt-
ing for 45% of its total oil imports.




China opposes U.S. sanctions Bill;

Russia says it could hinder peace

China engages in normal economic and trade cooperation with other countries on the basis of equality and mutual benefit,

says Foreign Ministry; the Kremlin termed the passage of the Bill an ‘unfriendly action’ that could complicate deal efforts

Press Trust of India
BEIJING

The U.S. House of Re-
presentatives passed the
Lindsey O Graham Sanc-
tioning Russia and Iran Act
2026 that authorises Presi-
dent Donald Trump to im-
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Resolute stance: Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Guo
Jiakun during asptess conference in Beijing. REUTERS

pose sanctions on Russia
and steep tariffs on its lead-
ing trading partners such
asIndia and China.

Asked about the Bill,
Chinese Foreign Ministry

spokesperson Guo Jiakun
told a media briefing in
Beijing that China opposes
any action that lacks UN
Security Council authorisa-
tion. “China engages in

normal economic and
trade cooperation with
other countries on the ba-
sis of equality and mutual
benefit,” Mr. Guo said.

“Such cooperation does
not target any third party
and shall be free from dis-
ruption or coercion from
any third party. China op-
poses long-arm jurisdic-
tion and unilateral sanc-
tions that have no basis in
international law and lack
UN Security Council man-
date,” he said.

meeting with Mr. Trump.

The Kremlin said on
Thursday that further U.S.
sanctions against Russia
would complicate efforts
to reach a peace deal in
Ukraine.

"We are, of course, mon-
itoring the progress of this
document. It falls under
the category of unfriendly
actions, and of course the
imposition of any addition-
al sanctions by the U.S.
would certainly compli-
cate efforts to find a peace
settlement in Ukraine,”
Kremlin spokesperson
Dmitry Peskov said.



Centre must make stance

clear on U.S. law: Congress

After projecting BRICS summit’s joint declaration as a sign of world's trust in India, govt. is facing

bullying from a strategic partner, says party; it asks PM to ensure energy security is.not sacrificed

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Congress on
T Thursday demand-
ed that the Naren-

dra Modi government

make its position clear on

al secretary (organisation)
K.C. Venugopal asking
whether India’s foreign
policy and energy security
would be “controlled from
Washington”.

His remarks came after
the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives passed the Lind-
sey O. Graham Sanctioning
Russia and Iran Act, 2026,
by a vote of 262-159, clear-
ing the way for U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump to im-
pose tariffs of up to 100%
on countries that continue
to purchase Russian oil
and gas. The legislation
now awaits Mr. Trump’s

sign.

@

event management by a
weak-kneed BJP govt.

RANDEEP SURJEWALA
Congress general secretary

Our foreign policy and
sovereignty cannot

be bartered at the altar of our
friendship with the United States.
National interests cannot be
mortgaged at the altar of

on X.

The government has
been projecting the recent-
ly eoncluded BRICS sum-
mit’s joint declaration as a
symbol of the world’s trust
in India, but was now fac-

‘Affront to sovereignty’

“Given the compromised
PM’s track record, we are
likely to see the Centre toe
the U.S. line and surrender
to Washington. We de-
mand that the Modi go-
vernment clarify its stance

on this at the earliest, and
ensure India’s energy se-
curity is not sacrificed,”
Mr. Venugopal said.

His colleague and party
general secretary Randeep
Surjewala described the

Mr. Surjewala cited re-
marks by Democratic Sena-
tor Richard Blumenthal af-
ter the House voted that
India and China should

“buy their oil and gas so-
mewhere else”.

The government had re-
peatedly compromised In-
dia’s interests in dealing

with the U.S., the Congress
leader alleged, and ques-
tioned why New Delhi
should not be free to de-
cide from whom it buys
crude oil.

“Our foreign policy and
sovereignty cannot be bar-
tered at the altar of our
friendship with the United
States. National interests
cannot be mortgaged at
the altar of event manage-
ment by a weak-kneed BJP
govt.,” Mr. Surjewala said
on X.

Congress general secre-
tary in charge of communi-
cations Jairam Ramesh
simply said: “Appeasement
has never paid and will
never pay.”

The Congress’s attack

toring developments
following the passage of
the legislation and re-
mained “firmly commit-
ted” to ensuring energy se-
curity for its 1.4 billion
people, the External Af-
fairs Ministry said.




India’s August crude

imports dropped 3%,

spend rose 18%: data

rmo Ghosh
NEW DELHI

India’s imports of crude oil
in August slid 3% though
the import bill stood about
18.2% higher over same
month last year, as per pre-
visional government data,
indicating prolonged West
Asia tension uncertainty.
August also‘saw import
volumes of-and spending
on liquified natural gas
(LNG) staying almost un-
changed year-on-year. In-
dia’s crude oil basket aver-
aged $90.19/barrel in
August versus $82.04/ bar-
rel in July and $69.11/ bar-
rel in August last year.
India’s net import bill -
the difference between im-
ports of petroleum pro-

A

ducts, crude . and gas im-

ports and exports of
petroleum products — was

flat at $9.3 billion.

India’s refiners import-
ed 19 million metric tonne
(MMT) of crude in August
for almost $11.7 billion
against $9.9 billion to im-
port 19.6 MMT of crude oil
same month last year.

The unchanged net im-
port bill can be attributed
to India’s refiners earning
about 43% more money
from exports despite a
more than 14% decline in
quantities supplied during
the reported period.

August LNG imports
grew 0.1% to 2,915 million
standard cubic meter for

which India spent some
$1.2 billion.




51% of India’s July oil

imports from Russia

Bill passed by U.S. House of Representatives seeks to impose tariffs of

up to 100% on top 5 countries absorbing the largest shares of Russia’s oil

T.C.A. Sh Raghav

NEW DELHI

ussia accounted
Rfor more than 51%
of India’s oil im-

ports in July, an all-time-
high, up from just a little
less than 50% in the pre-
vious month, the latest offi-
cial data shows. This
comes even as the U.S.
House of Representatives
on Wednesday passed a
Bill that could see 100% ta-
riffs being imposed on In-
dia and a few other coun-
tries for their import of
Russian oil.

The U.S. House of Re-
presentatives passed. the
‘Lindsey O. Graham Sanc-
tioning Russia and Iran Act
of 2026’ on September 16.
The Act seeks to impose ta-
riffs of up to 100% on the
top 5 countries absorbing
the largest shares of Rus-
sia’s oil exports.

An analysis of data from
the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry shows that
India imported 110.4 lakh
tonnes of oil from Russia in
July 2026, the latest month
for which data is available.
This works out to nearly
52% of India’s total oil im-

Oil dependence

Russia’s share in India’s oil imports has consisténtly been
hitting all-time highs in the recent past

50%

’ ® India imported

_ 110.4 lakh tonnes
40%  of Russian oil in

July 2026,
30%  nearly 52% of
India’s total oil
20%  imports that
month

10%

Russia’s share in
India’s oil import bill

51%

0% = , : . |
Febr2) July 23 July 26
urce: Ministry of Commerce mwflvzh'v:
ports that month, the high-  that threatens the tariffs

est-ever share that Russian
oil has enjoyed.

India’s oil imports from
Russia in July 2026 were al-
s0 26% higher than in June,
and nearly 55% higher
than in July last year.

This sharp increase in
volumes, coupled with ele-
vated olil prices, also meant
that India’s Russian oil im-
port bill shot up in July
2026 as compared to last
year. Thatis, India’s import
bill on Russian oil stood at
$7.3 billion in July 2026

more than double the $3.6
billion spent in July last
year. The U.S. legislation

for such imports will now
head to the desk of U.S.
President Donald Trump.
It is expected to become
law soon after, since Mr.
Trump has been keen to
strangle Russia’s oil ex-
ports in a bid to cut off fi-
nancing for the country’s
war with Ukraine.

The data, however,
shows that India received
Russian oil at a slight dis-
count. While India paid an
average of $669 a tonne for
its total oil imports in July
2026, it paid Russia an av-
erage of $658.6 a tonne for
its oil that month.




King Charles Il addresses a gathering of Al sector heads, government officials and thought leaders
at Dumfries House in Cumnock, Scotland, on Thursday. ap

King Charles warns Al leadetrs of

risks if tech falls into wronghands

Reuters
Cumnock, September 17

BRITAIN’S KING Charles
warned Al leaders Thursday of
the “existential dangers” posed
bythetechnology fallinginto the
wrong hands, with potentially
catastrophic consequences, say-
ing safeguards were needed be-
fore it becomes “too late”.
Charles was hosting the co-
founders of Nvidia and Google
DeepMind, along with leaders
from OpenAl and Anthropig, id
Scotland as concern growsithat

hm% t!e !evelopmem of in-

creasingly powerful Systems.

I recent weeks, the debate
has centred on whether the in-
dustry can and should regulate
itself, drawing interventions

There seems

urgencyin
adequately
consideringthe
existential dangers
of such.technologies
falling into the wrong
hands;and being
used in potentially
catastrophic ways”
KING CHARLES

from global figures including
Pope Leo XIV, Charles and US
President Donald Trump.
Charles said AI had the po-
tential to improve and save
lives, particularly in life
sciences and medicine. But its

Creators were increasingly
warningit could develop darker
capacities, “perhaps even to
take life”, he said.

“There seemsurgencyinad-
equately considering the exist-
ential dangers of such techno-
logies falling into the wrong
hands, and beingused in poten-
tially catastrophic ways,” hetold
leaders gathered at his Dum-
fries House estate.

“Surely, we need sufficient
means of control before it is all
too late?”

Attendees included Nvidia
founder and chief executive
Jensen Huang, Google Deep-
Mind founder and chairman
Demis Hassabis, OpenAl Chief
Financial OfficerSarah Friarand
Britain's Minister for Artificial
Intelligence Kanishka Narayan.



OpenAldiscloses 6 new incidents

of ‘concerning’ systems behaviour

Emmy Martin
San Francisco, September 17

OPENAI ON Wednesday dis-
closed six new instances in
which artificial intelligence sys-
tems hid mistakes, madeupdata
and moved files onto the open
internet without permission,
amid an ongoing industrywide
ebate abou .

The San Francisco company
revealed what it said was the
“unexpected orconcerning” be-
havior of its Al models as partof
a new framework for reporting
“misalignment,” whichis when
the goals or actions of Al sys-
tems diverge from hMuman in-
tentions and valués,

OpenAl said it did not be-

lieve the industry “has solved

alignment and monitoring to a
sulficient degree to continue re=
Sponsibly scaling at maximum
speed for much longet," Deci-
sions about how Akshould ad-
vance, the companysaid, must
rest on evidenge thatpeople out-
side the labs building it “can
examineforthemselves.”
Thédisclosures land amid
intéasiying scrutiny over
whether Al development needs
fo De slowed to address the
technology’s potential dangers.
The escalating debate was
driven partly by OpenAl’s sys-
tems going rogue earlier this
year and attacking the Al start-
up Hugging Face. OpenAl was
not aware of the hack until it

wasinformed by Hugging Face
weeks later.

OpenAl's six newly dis-
closed incidents suggest that
fhe Hugging Face attack was
not a standalone episode.
OpenAl said the incidents
covered behavior observed
6ver roughly the past six
months and that they largely
emerged while its systems were
being developed and tested.

Inonecase, duringthe devel-
opment of an AI model called
GPT-5.6 Sol, the system wrote
hidden notes to remind itself to
hide errors from users. Some of
those notes directed the system
to invent missing data and to
paper over mismatched ver-

sionsof source material.  NYT




Carney pushes ‘new alliance’

with EU despite Trump threats

Agence France-Presse
BRUSSELS

Canada’s Prime Minister
Mark Carney shrugged off
a threat of U.S. retaliation
on Thursday as he pitched
a “new alliance” with Eu-
rope as a bulwark against
outside pressures, in a
closely watched speech to
the European Parliament.
His speech came after
EU chief Ursula von der
Leyen suggested Canada

Mark Carney

pushed-back afterwards at

U.S.~ President _Donald

could become the 27-na-
tion bloc’s first “associate
member” in her annual
“State of the European Un-
ion” address on
Wednesday.

“Europe and Ganada are
stronger together,” Mr. Car-
ney said, in a speech that
drew a standing ovation,
saying his country wel-
comed the EU proposal
and wanted deeper coop-
eration on issues from ar-
tificial intelligence to de-
fence and energy.

The Canadian leader

Tramp’s threat to cut trade
ties-with the EU should the
plan go ahead - telling
presspersons: “No one is
going to dictate our cul-
fure, or with whom we can
strike agreements
internationally.”

Mr. Carney has been
pursuing closer ties with
the Europe, as his country
gets drawn ever deeper in-
to a trade war with the U.S.

EU-U.S. relations have
also been strained by ta-
rifts and territorial threats.

Ms. Von der Leyen’s

proposal drew an irritated
rebuke from Mr. Trump,
who slammed it as “laugh-
able” -and told pressper-
sons he could impose “ve-
ry.serious tariffs” or “stop
trading with Europe”
should it go ahead.

The contours of the “as-
sociate member” pitch
were not immediately
clear as EU treaties do not
envisage such a possibility
— but Mr. Carney said Ca-
nada “welcomes this
ambition”.

Ms. Von der Leyen had
emphasised the partner-
ship was “not against
anyone else, but for our
common strength,” and
Mr. Carney likewise sought
to reassure Washington the
alliance would not be anta-
gonistic but a “positive”
initiative.

“We do not seek power
to dominate others,” he
said — while suggesting the

alliance could “create a
beacon for other
democracies”.




UN experts cite possible

U.S. war crimes in Iran hits

Associated Press
GENEVA

Human rights experts com-
missioned by the UN’s top
human rights body say
they have found “reasona-
ble grounds” to believe the
United States committed
war crimes in two strikes
in Iran, including on a
school in the southern city
of Minab. They also accuse
Iran’s theocratic govern-
ment of carrying out
crimes against _humanity
against its own people in a
report published on
Thursday.

The report, while not
binding, adds to“interna-
tional evidence gathered
about crimes in the war in
Iran, and could eventually
be used in efforts to reach
justice in international
courts.

The experts were ex-

The Minab s¢hool in Iran which was struck on February 28. REUTERS

pectéd to present their
findings on Monday to the

C%ULLWhiCh—iSm&d&up
0 47 UN __member

countries.

At the start of the U.S.-Is-
raeli war against Iran in Fe-
bruary, at least one U.S.
missile hit the Shajareh
Tayyebeh school in Minab.
There has been no final ac-
counting of what
happened.

Iranian state media have

said 168 people were killed
in the strike, most of them
children.

In their report, the ex-
perts concluded that “the
building of the school was
the intended point of im-
pact” and the resulting
damage wasn’t the result of
an errant strike or collater-
al damage from an attack
on a compound of Iran’s
Revolutionary Guard next
to the school.



WASHINGTON ISLAMABAD

U.S. again denies Palestinian leader = Pakistan, China-activate boundary
Abbas visa to attend UN assembly  joint commission in Islamabad

REUTERS A ISTOCKPHOTO

A
The Palestinian Authority slammed a decision by the U.S. to refuse Pakistan and China have operationalised a joint mechanism for
visas for its officials to attend the UN General Assembly in New York managing their common border, a move rejected by India, which
next week, a move which includes President Mahmoud Abbas. The said that the body has no legal basis to decide on arrangements
Trump administration took the same'step last year, forcing the related to Indian territory under illegal occupation. The inaugural
Palestinian leader to address the body by video. AFp meeting of the Commission was held in Islamabad. pTi




