24 Delhi seats now
have fewer electors
than 2025 turnout
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A booth-level officer inspects
papers during the SIR exercise
in New Delhi. FILE PHOTO

constituency is where the
SIR process has made the
deepest cut.

These 24 ACs together
had 49.1 lakh voters when
Delhi went to the polls, of
which 28.9 lakh (58.9%)
voted.

However, they now have
only 277 lakh voters,
which is 1.23 lakh fewer
than those who voted in  pATA POINT ON
2025. The Tughlakabad » paGE7




PM decided to prostrate before
Trump, says Rahul on UPI fee

Modi govt. gave in to US. demand to get rid of zero MDR for UPI, says Jairam, questionsif move intends to benefit US. card
companies; Kharge terms US. threat of higher tariffs on countries buying oil from-Russia a failure of India’s foreign policy

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

In a video posted on X,
Mr. Gandhi said Mr. Modi
had “decided to lie down
straight and prostrate him-
self in front of Donald
Trump”, and accused the
government of imposing:a

“UPI tax” on Indi 0]
give “a huge amo
mon to e Ul

tates.

@

RAHUL GANDHI
Congress leader

&

“Indira Gandhg was
once asked wheth r 'she
leans left or right and her
response was, ‘Tdon’t lean
left, I don’t lean right, 1
stand straight” Modiji has a
completely different con-
cept. He is neither left nor
right, he has decided to lie
down straight and pros-
trate himself in front of Do-
nald Trump,” Mr. Gandhi
said. “Modiji, stop lying
down in front of the U.S.,

-~

i

she leans left or right and her r esp(mse @
was, Tdon't lean left, I don't lean ~

right, I stand straight. Modi ji has a
completely different concept. He is
neither left nor right, he has dcudcg, y
to lie down straight and prostrates
himselfin front of Donald Trump

"

have a spine, stand up and
rollback the UPI tax,” Mr.
Gandhi added.

The Congress has
sought to link the UPI deci-
sion to what it describes as
growing U.S. pressure on

(MDR)regime or UPL The
party has also stepped up

its attack following moves
in the U.S. Congress to im-

c
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‘Eﬁe tariffs on countries

Indira Gandbhi ji was once asked whether ¢, buying oil and gas from
Russia.

Congxeggcmmm

“Here, the Modi govern-
ment has given in to a U.S.
demand to get rid of zero
MDR and charge for UPL,”
Mr. Ramesh said, question-
ing why the rate had been

fixed at 0.4% and whether
the move was intended to

enable U.S. card compa-
nies to co! with UPL.

he said.

Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge, reacting
to the U.S. tariff legislation,

said the threat of higher ta-
riffs showed that the go-
vernment’s foreign and
trade policies had “misera-
bly failed”.

Earlier, Congress media
and publicity department
head Pawan Khera said:
“We are not playing ball
with America and China.
We are the ball.”




Oman pitches new port that could
expand India’s access to Gulfenergy

Kallol Bhattacherjee

NEW DELHI

Speaking here on Wed-
nesday, a high-level repre-
sentative of the Sohar Port
of Oman welcomed Indian
investments into the port
and said it would serve as a
platform to connect busi-
nesses in regional and glo-
bal markets.

The Sohar Port is l@ated on the Omani coast on the Gulf of Oman,
far from the Strait of Hormuz. FILE PHOTO

NS
industrial ecosystem.
There is significant poten-
tial to deepen this relation-
ship through investments
that complement our in-
dustrial clusters, streng-
then value chains and
create new opportunities
for growth,” said Raid Al
Rubaiey, CEO of Sohar
Freezone and Deputy CEO

of Sohar Port. (The port is
located on the Omani coast
on the Gulf of Oman, and
ships can access hubs in
the Gulf through this port
as it sits far from the Strait
of Hormuz.

Mr. Rubaiey said that So-
har Port has received in-
vestments of over $30 bil-
lion and that it is capable of

handling 72 million tonnes
of cargo annually. “Sohar
provides an established in-
dustrial and logistics plat-
form connecting business-
es to regional and global
markets,” he said.

The remarks came at
the end of a two-day pro-
motional event organised
by the Embassy of Oman,
during which the Ambassa-
dor of Oman, Issa Saleh Al
Shibani, introduced the
port and the Freezone to
Indian businesses, manu-
facturers and exporters to
increase Indian participa-
tion in the port.



In post-BRICS outreach, Jaishankar reaches
Bhutan; Nepal Minister to visit Delhi-today

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

Last week, Defence Mi-
nister Rajnath Singh tra-
velled to Colombo, in the
first such visit by an Indian
Defence Minister in nearly
four decades, to streng-
then strategic ties.

Mr. Jaishankar met with
Bhutan Foreign Minister
Lyonpo D.N. Dhungyel for

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar.with®iis Bhutanese

counterpart, Lyonpo D. N. DhungyeljonfWednesday. PTi
@

bilateral discussions at™
Bumthang in central Bhu-
tan. “Our conversqti&l 0~
cused on advancing our
multifaceted ~“engagement
in development:partner-
ship, energy, trade, con-
nectivity, culture, and peo-
ple-to-people ties,” Mr.

'aishankar said in a iost.

said in a release.
Meanwhile, Mr. Wagle
will land in Delhi on Thurs-

day for talks with Finance

Mi{]'sj}x Nirmala Sithara-

and other Ministers.

ill also meet a number

f'diplomatic and econom-

ic experts and academics
during his two-day visit.

Missed opportunity
The visits come within
days of the BRICS Summit,
where the government
hosted leaders from more
than 20 countries, but
none from India’s neigh-
bourhood. The lone South
Asian invitee, Bangladesh

Prime Minister Tarique
Rahman, declined the invi-
tation due to tensions bet-
ween the two countries.

Experts said not inviting
more leaders from neigh-
bouring countries was a
missed opportunity. “In-
dia’s neighbours should
have been called for the
‘party’,” said former High
Commissioner to Pakistan
and Canada Ajay Bisaria,
speaking at The Hin-
du’s weekly ‘Parley’ discus-
sion. “I think it would have
been a much better situa-
tion if the BIMSTEC neigh-
bours, if not the SAARC
neighbours, were present,”
he said.

Academic and commen-
tator Happymon Jacob said
that it was a “shame” that
India had not convened a
regional mechanism on
the sidelines of the BRICS
Summit.




New Delhi rejects
Pak.-China Boundary
Joit Commission

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI

matter.is clear and consis-
tent: There is no boundary
r? tween Pakistan and Chi-
«*“na. We reject the so-called
Joint Commission, which is
without any legal basis,”
External Affairs Ministry
spokesman Randhir Jais-
New Delhi’s " reaction wal said on the Pakistan-
came following the first China Boundary Joint
meeting of the Pakistan-
China Boundary Joint
Commission in Islamabad.




Pakistan corvette collides
with Indian Navy warship

India summons Pakistan envoy, lodges strong protest over ‘unprofessional econduct’; PNS Hunain

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

Defence Ministry sourc-
es said the incident took
place in international wa-
ters while the Indian war-
ship was on a routine sur-

Sources said PNS Hu-
nain sustained damage in
the collision and returned

“The Chargé d’Affaires

A similar inc?ﬁent happened in 2011 involving the Pakistani vessel
PNS Babur.and the Indian ship INS Godavari. FILE PHOTO

of the High Commission
for the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan in New Delhi was
summoned to the Ministry
of External Affairs today
and a strong protest was
lodged with him over the
unacceptable and unpro-
fessional conduct of Pakis-
tani naval units at sea that
led to a collision with a unit

approached Indian ship at high speed and suffered damage in collision; no casualties reported

of the Indian Navy,” the Ex-
ternal Affairs Ministry said.

Later, Pakistan sum-
moned the Chargé d’af-
faires of the Indian High
Commission in Islamabad
and lodged a strong protest
over what it termed a
“highly provocative and
unacceptable” action by
an Indian Navy vessel in
Pakistan’s EEZ.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10




Pak. corvette collides
with Indian Navy ship

The Pakistani diplomat was advised to convey to
the authorities in Pakistan the need for-all military
units to exercise due care and respéct the provi-
sions of relevant bilateral agreements to prevent a
recurrence of such incidents,:

(’affaires in Tslamabad has™been instructed to
a

, the government said.

MiSSi6Ns. It has a flight deck and can transport a
helicopter and an unmanned aerial vehicle, be-

sides carrying two rigid-hull inflatable boats for
maritime-security tasks. NiCHISICSENRGESHN




Saudi Arabia accuses
Houthis of targeting
Mecca with a drone

Agence France-Presse
RIYADH

route.

BE. New fighting bet-
ween the Iran-backed
Houthis and Yemen’s Sau-
di-backed government has
dragged in the kingdom,
after the Houthis declared
a maritime blockade on
Saudi ships in the Red Sea.

the entire Saudi territory”.

Houthi politburo mem-
ber Hazem al-Assad, ho-
wever, dismissed the accu-
sation as “a worn-out lie
that has been used before
and no longer fools
anyone”.

CONTINUED ON

» PAGE 10

SAUDI PLANES POUND YEMEN
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Saudi Arabia says
Houthis targeted Mecca

The Saudi-led coalition battling . the Houthis
vowed retaliation, saying “the security of the Two
Holy Mosques and the pilgrims«s'a red line”.

“The coalition will not hesitate to take the ne-
cessary and deterrent measures against the Terro-
rist Houthi Militia.” 2\

Houthi military spo’kesperson Yahya Saree said
Saudi Arabia hadléunched more than 450 strikes
on Yemen this week and that in response, the
group had targeted a Saudi air base in the south
and a state oil company facility in the Red Sea port
city of Yanbu.

The Organisation of Islamic Cooperation — a
bloc of 57 Muslim countries — condemned the




Saudi Arabia accuses
Houthis of targeting
Mecca with a drone

Agence France-Presse
RIYADH

Saudi Arabia accused Ye-
men’s Houthis on Wednes-
day of launching a “co-
wardly” attack targeting
Islam’s holy city of Mecca,
sparking outrage across .
the Muslim world. R

The Houthis swiftly<re-
jected the Saudi claun ‘that
it had shot down a'drone
heading towards Mecca as
a “lie”. New fighting bet-
ween the Iran-backed
Houthis and Yemen’s Sau-
di-backed government has
dragged in the kingdom,
after the Houthis declared
a maritime blockade on
Saudi ships in the Red Sea.

Last week, the Houthis
seized control of the enti-
rety of Yemen’s Red Sea
coast and the Bab el-Man-
deb Strait, a vital artery for

Saudi oil exports as the
wider war chokes off the
Strait of Hormuz shipping
route.

‘Cowai’dly attack’
Saqr(‘h ‘Arabia’s Foreign Mi-
_mistry condemned the tar-
“'geting of Mecca as a “co-
wardly terrorist attack”
and reaffirmed the king-
dom’s right to “defend the
security of the two holy
mosques, the pilgrims, and
the entire Saudi territory”.
Houthi politburo mem-
ber Hazem al-Assad, ho-
wever, dismissed the accu-
sation as “a worn-out lie
that has been used before
and no longer fools
anyone”.

CONTINUED ON

» PAGE 10
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Saudi warplanes pound Yemen as
Houthis claim shooting down a jet

Saudi Arabia has carried out as many as 450 air strikes on Yemen this week, sayss@litant group; Houthis claim that a locally
made munition was used to target the warplane; US. bans its employees frOI‘QFﬁ‘\'relling within 20 miles of Yemen border
"

Reuters
RIYADH

last

The Houthis, who since

week have swept

The reported wreckag‘e of a Saudi F-15 fighter jet that was shot

down by Houthiimilitants in Marib province of Yemen. AFp

through © Yemeni towns
along ‘the Red Sea coast
and seized islands in the
Bab el-Mandeb strait at its
mouth, released battlefield
video overnight of fighters
seizing armoured vehicles

from Saudi-backed forces.
Warplanes flew overhead
and huge explosions bil-
lowed into the sky from
desert dunes.

Houthi military spokes-
person Yahya Saree said

,\i.
the Houthis had shot down

X

a Saudi F-15 fighter jet,
claiming a locally made
munition was used to tar-
et the warplane.

Mr. Saree said the Sau-
dis had carried out as ma-
ny as 450 air strikes on Ye-
men this week. Officials in
the Saudi-backed govern-
ment that controls south-
ern Yemen have acknow-
ledged that their forces
and those of Saudi Arabia

were conducting air strikes
positions,
though Riyadh itself has

on  Houthi

not confirmed them.




China tech giant: Billions of
‘agents’ in Al trafficby 2035

Reuters
Beijing, September 16

tokens, the units models process
when receiving and genexdting
information, will skyrquet over
next decade as agents.continu-
ously perceive theit Surround-
ings, reason, makedecisionsand
call external tools, the Chinese

Annual consumption of AL%

agents among 10 technologies
needed to support this.

The approach reflects a
wider divide over Alpacing,.

Huawei said moving Al into
the physical world would be es-
sential to achieving Artificial
General Intelligence, or AGI,
which generally refers to sys-
tems able to perform a broad
range of tasks at or beyond




EU chief bats for European Security
Council; open to entry of Canada

Reuters
Brussels, September 16

Citing incidents such as an
attempted drone attackon Leip-
zigairport last month that Ger-
{ ~manauthorities have attributed
“toRussia, vonder Leyensaid Eu-

rope’sdoctrine, institutions and
decision-making had not kept
pace with a new reality.

European Commission President
Ursula vgr(d‘er Leyen. ap

Vonder Leyen also proposed
a new system to coordinate re-
sponses toso-called hybrid inci-
dents, often attributed to Russia,
that fall below the threshold of
conventional military attacks
but undermine European secur-
ity -such as sabotage, arson and
drone incursions.

der Leyen, said in her annual
State of Union speech to Euro-
pean Parliament in Strasbourg,



India sets terms to advance talks
on WTO plurilateral agreements

Ravi Dutta Mishra
New Delhi, September 16

¢ CHANGING STANCE

Plurilateral trade agree-
ments are negotiated and
implemented by exclusive
groups rather than by all WTO
members, and India has been
concerned that such pacts
would act against the interests e R X
of developing nations, includ- == e e —————————
ing India, as a bunch of devel-
oped nations havebeenoppos- on theifsubject matter, design priorities or divert attention
ingIndia’s public stockholding and intenided institutionalre-  and negotiating resources
programme on grounds that fromissues of particular inter-
they are distorting trade. esttodeveloping and least-de-

Significantly softening its
position on plurilateral paets,
India said that a “commeon
understanding” of safeguards
for plurilateral initiatives can
serve all membersand provide
predictability.

“Acommon understanding
on safeguards can provide
greater predictability to pro-
ponents; enable non-partici-
pants to understand and pro-
tect their rights and interests;
preserve attention to existing
mandates; and support confi-
dence in the WTO as a
member-driven, inclusive and
development-oriented multi-
lateral institution,” India’s sub-
mission said. Stressing on pre-
serving the rights, interests
and agency of non-partici-
pants, India said: “Depending

sources would be diverted
fromrequired mandated uses,
includingtechnical assistance
and capacity building,” India’s
roposal flagged.

FULL REPORT ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM



NITI AAYOG’S EV ADOPTION INDEX
Delhi ranks first, only 2
large states among top
performersin EV list

DheerajMishra
New Delhi, September 16

DELHI HAS topped NITI
Aayog’s India Electric Mobility
Index (IEMI) 2025 for the devel-
opment of the e-mobility eco-
system and the adoption of
electric vehicles (EVs) on In-
dian roads.

It is followed by Maharash-
traand Karnataka, the only two
of the 17 large states to feature
among the top performers in
EVimplementation, according
to the report released on
Wednesday.

IEMI is a composite Index,

which assesses the policy
framework and implementa- Q

tion outcomes for e- moblhty‘at
the state-level. NITI Aayqé de-
veloped the index in caflabora-
tion with WRIIndia.Thereport
covers three themes: transport
electrification progress, charg-
ing infrastriicture readiness,
and EV research and innova-
tion status.

According to the index, the
composite scores on perform-
ance across all 36 states and
Union Territories (UTs) ranges
from 10 to 84, and a median
score of 40.

Delhi bagged the highest
score of 84, followed by Maha-
rashtra (78), Karnataka (73),
Chandigarh (71), and Goa (65).
When compared to the 2024
index, Delhi and Maharashtra
maintained the top two posi-
tions, while Karnataka moved
to the third place after overtak-
ing Chandigarh, while Goa
climbed ten spotsto secure fifth
position.

Notably, Madhya Pradesh
recorded a substantial im-

provement, moving from the
23rd to seventh rank.

The index further shows
that eight large states — Tamil
Nadu, Madhya Pradesh,
Odisha, Andhra Pradesh, Te-
langana, Haryana, Rajasthan,
and Uttar Pradesh — have
qualified as frontrunners,
meaningthey scored 50-64 out
0of 100. The other seven large
states such as Chhiattisgarh,
West Bengal, Bihar, Kerala,
Jharkhand, Punjab, and Guja-
rat were emerging performers
with a sgbre of 35-49.

E%})rogress and gaps

““The report also shows that
De1h1 Chandigarh, and Maha-
rashtra were the only UTs and
states to qualify as top
performers in transport elec-
trification progress, which is
assigned the highest weightage
of 50% in index calculation. It
evaluates market absorption,
consumer acceptance, and
demand-side momentum by
measuring how effectively EVs
are being adopted and sup-
ported across the states.

In the Charging Infrastruc-
ture Readiness (30% weight-
age), Karnataka recorded the
highest score nationwide at 97,
closely followed by Goa (92)
and Maharashtra (91).

This captures charger-to-
vehicle ratio, subsidies for
charging infrastructure, build-
ing bye laws for charging,
power availability among other
metrics. Delhi also achieved the
top score 0f 94 in the EV Re-
search and Innovation Status
(20% weightage) category.

FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM



What India’s growth really means

ndia’s 7.8% real GDP

growth in April to

June 2026 is an

extension of a strong
economic journey — real
GDP grew 7.2% in 2023-24,
7.1% in 2024-25, and 7.7% in
2025-26. The latest rate
exceeds the RBI's 7%
forecast despite the West
Asian conflict, high energy
prices, and uncertain trade.
Its real significance,
however, lies in the breadth
of production and demand.

Real GDP, which is the
value of goods and services
after adjusting for inflation,
rose to ¥81.36 lakh crore,
while real GVA, the value
added by farms, factories
and services before
adjusting for product taxes
and subsidies, grew by 8.2%
to ¥73.82 lakh crore.
Manufacturing rose by 9.2%,
utilities 8.9% and
construction 7.7%, lifting the
secondary sector by 8.6%.
Services grew by 10%, led by
finance, real estate, IT and
professional services at
12.1%. Agriculture grew by
3.6%, although mining
contracted by 2.4%. This is
broad-based growth with
identifiable weak spots.
This strength is

reinforced by demand.
Gross fixed capital
formation grew by 11.9%;
private consumption by 7.1%
and real exports 12%:Using
the same gross fixed capital
formation measure for
2023-24, investments by
private corporations were
10.3% of GDP. While the
general government
invested 4.2%, total public
sector investment was 7.8%
when adding in investments
by public corporations.
Moreover, when adding in
household investments,
mainly housing and
unincorporated businesses,
total non-public investment
was 24.1% of GDP. That is,
while public capital

Gourav Vallabh

Professor of Finance,
XLRI and Part Time
Member, Economic
Advisory Council to
the Prime Minister.
Views are personal

India should
counter energy
risks through
diversified
suppliers, long
term contracts,
strategic
reserves,
renewables,
domestic
exploration and

efficiency

expenditure has built the
platform, the next
acceleration requires more
private investment.

Fast growing economy
The base year change is
simple. A base year removes
inflation and reflects the
economy’s structure.
Updating it from 2011-12 to
2022-23 replaces an
outdated market basket with
today’s products, services
and prices. Some estimates
may rise and others fall, but
changing the ruler does not
shrink the economy. On
comparable year-on-year
data, India’s 7.8% exceeded
MalaySIa s 6%, Singapore’s

5.9%, Indones% 129%,
and China’s

India is fore among
the fast growmg major
econolQes Its expanding
t supports global

demand for energy,

“technology, machinery and

services, while offering a
trusted location for
diversified supply chains.
This advances India’s path
to becoming the world’s
third largest economy in
nominal terms. Since
rankings also reflect prices
and exchange rates, the
milestone will endure only if
real growth leads to higher
productivity, stronger firms,
and better household
incomes. Employment is the
decisive test. India added
17.19 crore jobs between
2014-15 and 2023-24,
according to RBI
KLEMS-based data. The next
employment revolution
must improve job quality
through productivity,
wages, formalisation, social
security and skilling. While
women’s labour force
participation reached 41.7%
in 2023-24, safe transport,
affordable childcare, flexible
work, credit and market
access are essential to bring
many more women into

productive employment.

Manufacturing must
move from assembly to
design, components,
machinery, electronics and
clean technology, while
services must spread
beyond metros into
tourism, health, education,
logistics, finance and Indian
language digital businesses.
Al preparedness must move
from adoption to original
capability through domestic
compute, Indian language
data, research talent, and
trusted applications. India
must also make proper use
of Free Trade Agreements
(FTAs). An FTA utilisation
mission should guide firms
on rules of tariffs and
markets. MSMEs need
hand-holding on non-tariff
barriers through shared
testing, affordable
certification, standards,
customs support and buyer
discovery. Moreover,
external ambition requires
domestic resilience. India
should counter energy risks
through diversified
suppliers, long term
contracts, strategic reserves,
renewables, domestic
exploration and efficiency.
Timely infrastructure,
predictable regulation,
easier credit, and stable
taxation can crowd in
private investment.

The 7.8% quarter
warrants confidence, not
complacency. India must
convert public capital
expenditure into private
investment, job numbers
into quality employment,
and FTAs into opportunities
for MSMEs. If energy and
macroeconomic stability
accompany inclusion,
productivity, and
transparent measurement,
becoming the third largest
economy will be more than
a statistical milestone. It will
become a foundation for
broad-based prosperity.



