Modi flags weaponisation
of tech, critical minerals

BRICS, now in its third decade, should focus on concrete actions, not ‘merely ideas; says Modi; he
lists initiatives to bolster supply chains, boost resilience against pandemics and climate disasters

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

arning against

the “weaponi-

sation” of tech-
nology and-access to criti-
cal  minerals, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Sunday highlighted new
BRICS initiatives to streng-
then supply chains and in-
crease resilience against
disruptions, _pandemics,
and climate disasters.

The rising number of
global conflicts has an in-
creasingly negative and far-
reaching impact on the
lives of ordinary people,
Mr. Modi said on the final
day of the BRICS Summit
here.

As  the I1l-member
grouping enters its_third

ecade, the world expects.
concrete results from the
group, not “merely_ideas

Mandapam, New Delhi, on Sunday. PTI

and commitments”, the
Prime Minister noted.

Mr. Modi also pointed
out that the confidence of
GIobal South countries in
BRICS has grown because
‘“tieir voices are heard,
their experiences are res-
pected, and solutions are
developed not for them,
but together with them”.

“The weaponisation of
technology and critical
minerals can hinder our
shared progress,” Mr. Modi
said.

“Therefore, we have
emphasised inclusivity in
the adoption of technolo-
gy. Pandemics, climate dis-
asters, and supply-chain
disruptions have shown

that in today’s intercon-
nected world, no crisis re-
mains confined to a single
region,” he said.
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PM flags weaponisation
of tech, critical minerals

“With this approach, we have agreed on a BRICS
Integrated Early Warning System for the preven-
tion of, and response to, infectious diseases,” Mr.
Modi said. “Early Warning Data Integration Guide-
lines have been prepared for disaster manage-
ment. The BRICS Logistics Supply Chain Coopera-
tion Framework will help make our supply ¢hains
more reliable and resilient.”

The BRICS Incubator Networkowill connect
start-ups and incubators across member states,
while a BRICS Startup Innovation Fund has been
proposed to promote innovative and scalable
solutions.

The Prime Minister- also highlighted BRICS
CONNECT, aimed atpromoting skills, employabil-
ity, women in the workforce, social security, and
capacity building.

“The BRICS Network on Digital Agriculture will
create new opportunities for farmers,” Mr. Modi
said. “Through this initiative, Al, geospatial tech-
nology, and Digital Public Infrastructure will be
connected to the real needs of farmers.”
~ “To connect small enterprises with knowledge,
finance, and new markets, we have initiated the
BRICS MSME Cooperation Portal,” Mr. Modi ad-
ded. “The obility Hub has been es-
tablished to facilitate the sharing of best practices
among our cities.”




BRICS should ensure

the world is free from

‘double standards’: Xi

Ananth Krishnan
BEIJING

Chinese President Xi Jinp-
ing on Sunday called on
the BRICS countries to
“rally the Global South” to
ensure that an increasingly

volatile international order
was “free from double

standards”, even as he of-
fered a five-point Al and
smart manufacturing -in-
itiative to take forwardthe
digital future of" the
grouping.

Speaking at the second
session of‘the summit in
New Delhi before return-
ing to Beijing after a 24-
hour visit to India, Mr. Xi
said the global landscape
was currently “volatile and
fraught with risks and
challenges”.

“To bring stability to the
world and make it a better
place, BRICS countries
must seize the historical in-
itiative, rally the Global
South, be an active, stabi-
lising, and positive force in

Xi Jinping

international affairs, and
advance the well-being of
all humanity,” he said, ac-
cording to remarks re-
leased by the Foreign Mi-
nistry in Beijing.

Mr. Xi did not name the
United States. Still, Chi-

nese officials have increas-

ingly aimed at Washington

for how they see its exer-

cise of power in a self-de-

scribed “rules-based or-
der”, especially after

recent actions in Venezue-
la and the war with Iran.
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Xi calls for a world free
from ‘double standards’

“The logic of ‘might makes right’ does not hold,
and should have been discarded long ago,” Mr. Xi
said. “Global South countries should jointly de-
fend the rule of law in international affairs, safe-
guard the basic norms of international relations,
including sovereign equality, non-interference in
internal affairs, and the peaceful settlement of dis-
putes, and ensure that international law and inter-
national rules are applied to all, free from double
standards.”

“A world without rules is like a crossroads with-
out traffic lights, where chaos and disorder are all
but guaranteed,” Mr. Xi said.

Calling on BRICS countries to take the lead in
doing so, including by “leveraging our close ties
with fellow emerging markets and Global South
countries”, Mr. Xi put forward five Al- and tech-
nology-focused initiatives for.thé grouping. The
proposal from Beijing comes against the backdrop
of China’s push to offer its Al platforms and smart
manufacturing know-how to emerging countries

and its trade and technology war with the U.S.

The first initiative, he said, would see China be-
come “a pioneer in establishing a BRICS Al open
source comnunity” and “build an open ecosys-
tem for AL”

China, which will host next year’s BRICS sum-
mit and take over as Chair from India, has also
proposed establishing a “BRICS special economic
zone partnership, under which countries can set
up an intelligent portal, coordinate policies, and
build a new frontier for open development”.

Beijing has suggested establishing a “BRICS dig-
ital ecosystem cloud platform” and an “intelligent
manufacturing cooperation initiative” that would
see it “assist fellow BRICS countries in building
smart factories and developing standards and
norms, and jointly promote manufacturing trans-
formation and upgrading.”

China has also proposed setting up a science
and technology talent development initiative, in-
cluding an “engineer cultivation alliance for joint
development of engineers and mutual recogni-
tion of competency standards”, Mr. Xi said.




Putin suggests
BRICS grain

trade to fight
global curbs

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Under crippling sanctions
by Western powers over
the war with Ukraine, Rus-
sian President Vladimir Pu-
tin on Sunday proposed a
new insurance mechanism
and a collaborative .grain
market among BRICS na-
tions for economic growth
of the bloc as well as the
Global South nations.

He urged the 11-member
grouping to adopt a holistic
approach to fight both
symptoms and roots of glo-
bal challenges. “We have
independent routes for
moving capital, labour,
and technologies. In fact,
we can operate regardless
of outside pressure,” Mr.
Putin said at the
final session of
the BRICS Sum- s
mit here.
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Putin suggests grain
trade to fight curbs

The G-7 countries, the European Union, and the
U.K. prohibited Western companies from insuring
any ship transporting Russian crude unless the oil
was purchased at or below a specified price cap.
The Russian President pitched for setting up a
dedicated platform for economic growth with the
BRICS. “We have some promising initiatives going
forward, such as creating an insurance mechan-
ism and a grain market. These are Russian propo-
sals, and we invite all other member states to
make use of those,” Mr. Putin said, without
elaborating.

Mr. Putin complimented the New-Development
Bank (NDB), saying it is handling projects worth
$140 billion. The NDB is a-multilateral develop-
ment bank established by-the BRICS nations. “As
global challenges keepsurfacing, we should adopt
a holistic approach t6-address both the symptoms
and root causes,”-he said.

The Russian President said the global stature of
BRICS is rising as it has been focusing on charting
an independent course to combat pressing global
challenges. “The broad participation in today’s
meeting confirms that international interest in
BRICS continues to grow. Many around the world
find our core values and ideals appealing, includ-
ing our commitment to charting an independent
course and a desire to resolve problems collective-
ly, guided by international law and the key provi-
sions of the UN Charter,” Mr. Putin said.

Highlighting the importance of greater intra-
BRICS economic cooperation, Mr. Putin said a
common platform for better trade and investment
ties will be helpful to all the member nations. “We
have great new horizons for investment and coop-
eration and partnership between markets,” he
said.




Building consensus

The 18th BRICS Summit pushed for
changes in traditional power equations

eaffirming the importance of reformed
R multilateralism in a world riven with un-
ilateral actions by superpowers emerged
as a binding theme of the 18th BRICS Summit and
the New Delhi Declaration. The Summit’s success
could be measured by three main parameters —
the participation of members at the highest le-
vels, the importance given to intra-BRICS trade
cooperation mechanisms and the consensus
achieved by Indian negotiators in forging a joint
statement in a time of war. The government
should be commended for ensuring that Iran and
the UAE, two rivals in the West Asian conflict,
used the occasion for their highest-level bilateral
meeting since the war began. The New Delhi De-
claration, which was issued despite scepticism
about all the differences within the grouping,
presented the BRICS as a formidable front in its
20th year. Among the BRICS members, the posi-
tion of Saudi Arabia, which has yet to formally
join the group, remains ambiguous, as Foreign
Minister Faisal bin Farhan Al Saud arrived after
the main session where the joint statement was
adopted on Saturday. For the other members, ho-
wever, the consensus was clear onissues of glo-
bal importance. The declaration made a call for
the reform of the Security Council and support
for a greater role for Brazil and India while re-
commending new initiatives for global gover-
nance. It condemned western sanctions and ta-
riffs and resolvedto improve intra-BRICS trade
and transact more in local currencies. It also con-
demned unilateral wars, without criticising any
member. ' While the statement omitted references
to the U.S.-Israel attacks on Iran, the assassina-
tion of Iran’s Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei, and
of Iran’s retaliatory attacks on its neighbours, es-
pecially the UAE, it is understood that this was
due to a last-moment compromise effected bet-
ween the two countries so as to forge the agreed
text. It also took an exceptionally strong position
on Israel’s actions in Palestine and Lebanon.
India’s fourth BRICS chairship has given bal-
last to its reputation as a Global South balancer
with easy access to both sides of a divided world,
while delivering bilateral benefits. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s close attention to Iran’s Presi-
dent Masoud Pezeshkian would have gone some
way in assuaging hurt feelings, when New Delhi
appeared to be tilting towards the U.S. and Israel
in the war. Mr. Modi’s meeting with Chinese Pre-
sident Xi Jinping also afforded the two countries
a chance to reaffirm their political will to normal-
ise ties. And his meeting with important leaders
from the ASEAN grouping and African nations
paid much-needed attention to India’s ties with
them. This BRICS Summit will be remembered
for a moment of solidarity among countries that
have many differences but are together in desir-
ing a shift in traditional power equations to one
more driven by their emerging economies.




Unilateral sanctions impacting food

security, people’s welfare: Pezeshkian

Iranian President calls for a stronger BRICS role in building a just international order; backs trade in national currencies and strengthening the New
Development Bank to enhance economic resilience; stresses that people of Gaza, Lebanon continue to face consequences of crimes and genocide

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Masoud Pezeshkian said
on Sunday.

In an address at the con-
cluding session of the two-
day BRICS summit, Mr. Pe-
zeshkian, taking a swipe at
Western powers, was also
critical of “unilateral sanc-

S, saying they were di-
rectly  Impactin,

ecurity and people’s
Wellare.

‘The Iranian leader’s re-
marks came weeks after
the U.S. imposed new eco-
nomic sanctions on Iran,
tightening the squeeze on
Tehran’s finances amid on-
going military hostilities
between the two sides.

He said BRICS had
evolved beyond being
merely a framework for
cooperation among emerg-
ing economies and had be-
come a manifestation of
growing demand for a
more balanced and inclu-

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian thanked Prime Minister Narendra Modi for hosting the summit,
saying its theme, ‘Resilience, cooperation and sustainability’, reflected fundamental global needs. ani

sive world in which “no
centre of power has the
right to determine the des-
tiny of others”.

The BRICS now must
play a greater role in'build-
ing a more balanced, inclu-
sive and just international
order, the Iranian Presi-
dent said, stressing that re-
silience;, cooperation and
sustainability should be
translated into practical
action,

Military aggression
The Iranian President said

economic resilience could

not be sustained without

security, relerrmg to W[Ia(
e ——

he described as the mili-
‘tary aggression by the Unit-

eTTSTATes and Israel against
ran.

He said the attacks on
Iran’s economic, energy
and development infras-
tructure could have conse-
quences beyond national
borders, creating regional
and global repercussions.

Mr. Pezeshkian said the
Iranian people had paid a
heavy price, with civilians
killed and infrastructure
built over decades dam-
aged. He said the interna-
tional community had a
responsibility to protect ci-
vilians and prevent the

“normalisation of attacks
on civilian targets”.

Mr. Pezeshkian thanked
India, its people and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
for hosting the summit,
saying its theme — “Resi-
lience, cooperation and
sustainability” — reflected
the fundamental global
needs at a time when the
destinies of nations were
increasingly interconnec-
ted.

He said the internation-
al community’s challenge
MFWe
current crises, but to build
TSyster that srengthened
Nations against future cris-

es and create a_fairer
world.

Delving into pressing
economic challenges, Mr.
Pezeshkian said excessive
dependence on limited fi-
nancial and trade systems
had made economies vul-
nerable to political shocks.

Unilateral sanctions di-
rectly affected food securi-
ty and people’s welfare, he
said, pitching for expand-
ing trade in national cur-
rencies and strengthening
the New Development
Bank to enhance the eco-
nomic resilience of BRICS
members.

On the situation in Gaza
and Lebanon, the Iranian

tesident said the people

ties, saying they could con-
tribute to the jevelogmem
and energy Corri-
toT—Tmong—BRICS
Tembers.

On sustainability, he
warned that development
that increases inequality or
transfers today’s costs to
future generations could
not be sustainable.

The Iranian President al-
so flagged concerns over
the environmental conse-
quences of war, saying
damage to energy and in-
dustrial infrastructure
could affect natural re-
sources beyond economic
losses.

of the region continued to
ace the consequences of
crimes and genocide”.

ed upon Sto
play a more effective role

1 defending national sove
reignty, territorial integrity
d € prohibition of the
Uise of force.

=Taborating on global
challenges, Mr. Pezeshkian
said no country could ad-
dress them alone, and

called for transforming the
capacities of the Global

South into shared
capabilities.
He highlighted Iran’s ge-

opolitical _position d
energy and transit capaci-

Key el

Mr. Pezeshkian identified
€ and innovation

as_key elements he

ag(endal stressing
that Al and emerging tech-
nologies should serve as
tools for empowering na-
tions rather than instru-
ments of domination.
The Iranian President al-
so reaffirmed Iran’s readi-
Tibute Its ca-
S 0 S
cooperation, emphasising
(AT Tesilience . required

sustained cooperation,
cooperation required jus-
tM\EEm—aETE—I_
mmpossible without peace
and security.




_Ea S Pl S
Iranian Finance Minister Abbas Araghchi during a meeting
with Mirwaiz Umar Farooq and others in New Delhi. PTi

[ran’s Araghchi
holds talks with
Kashmiri leaders

Peerzada Ashiq
SRINAGAR

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi held a
separate meeting with senior Kashmiri religious
leaders, including Mirwaiz Umar Farooq, Aga Syed
Hassan, Muntazir Mehdi and Molvi Imran Raza An-
sari, on the sidelines of the BRICS Summit in New
Delhi on Saturday.

The Kashmiri leaders pitched for “diplomacy
over war as a means to resalve issues”.

Iranian official newsagency, Islamic Republic
News Agency (IRNA),also released photographs of
the meeting. “A delegation of Indian clerics and re-
ligious leaders held a meeting with the Foreign Mi-
nister on the margins of the BRICS summit,” the IR-
NA said.

A spokesman of Mirwaiz said the religious lead-
ers “exchanged views with Mr. Araghchi on the
grave situation confronting the region”. The lead-

ers called for “safeguarding unity within the Mus-
lim Ummah”. The delegation also conveyed soli-
darity with the people of Iran and expressed deep
concern over the loss of innocent lives, destruction
of homes and infrastructure, and the “climate of
fear and insecurity created by war”, said the
spokesman.

The Kashmir leaders, according to the spokes-
man, also referred to the “continuing devastation
in Palestine and the loss of life and instability in Le-
banon”. “War only multiplies human suffering.
However serious the differences may be, endless
confrontation cannot resolve them. Ultimately,
even the most difficult disputes have to return to
dialogue, engagement and negotiation,” Mirwaiz
told the Iranian Foreign Minister, according to the
statement.

Mirwaiz also warned that the present conflicts
“must not be allowed to deepen sectarian divisions
within the Muslim world”. “The suffering of peo-
ple in Iran, Palestine, Lebanon and elsewhere
should bring us closer in compassion and respon-
sibility, not push us further apart,” said Mirwaiz, as
he mentioned Ayatollah Sayyid Ali Khamenei’s vi-
sit to Kashmir in the vears following the Islamic Re-
volution in the 1980s.




Modi’s bilateral meets put defence, security-cooperation in focus

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra

ments with leaders from
e

lines of the 18 BRICS Sum-

mit in New Delhi on Sun-

day emphasis, ce
and security cooperation,
gﬁ and_strategic_partner-
ships, as India sought to

deepen its engagement
with key partners across
the Global South.

Mr. Modi held separate
meetings with Kazakhbtan
Pres 5

Toka*ev PhlhE(Fmes Presi-
ent Ferdinand R. Marcos
—

Jr., Ugandan Vice President
Jessica Rose Epel Alu-
po, Nigerian Vice-Presi-
dent Kashim Shettima
Mustapha, South African
President Cyril Ramaphosa
and the President of Bu-
rundi and chairperson of
the African Union,
Evariste Ndayishimiye.

Strategic partner

The meeting with Mr. Mar-
cos of the Philippines as-
bl
me

He two leaders agreed to
further deepen coopera-
tion 1N defence and securi-

ty, along with trade and in-
vestment, space, railways,

BUILDING FOR RESILIENCE, INNOVATION,
COOPERATION AND SUSTAINABILITY

Closer ties: Prime Minister Narefidra Modi holds a meeting with
Philippines's President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. in New Delhi. pTi

fintech, education, science
and  technology and
innovation.

The Philippines, which
became a strategic partner

of India in August 2025, is
a!ao a EEZ aE]fEIEE EE
'mﬂmn!ry

has emer;
tant customer for Indlan
—

defence equipment, partic-
ularly the BrahMos super-
SOnIC € Sys-
tem, It is the first foreign
customer !or Eﬁﬁﬁﬁj

ler a $375-million deal,
with deliveries and train-
ing under way.

Defence and security al-
so figured prominently in
Mr. Modi’s discussions
with Kazakhstan President
Tokayev, with the two
sides reviewing coopera-
tion in these fields as well
as in connectivity, energy,
v T T
The defence dimension
of India’s engagement with
Malaysia also received at-
tention during BRICS-relat-

ed diplomacy. Malaysian

firmed their commitment
to strengthening the stra-
tegic partnership.

The broader
ments also underlined In-
dia’s push for greater se-

engage-

curity cooperation with
African partners. Discus-
sions with Uganda focused
on technology partner-
ships, capacity building
and private-sector collabo-
ration, while the meeting
with the African Union
Chairperson covered deve-
lopment partnership and
capacity building.

Taken together, the
meetings highlighted New
Delhi’s effort to leverage
the BRICS platform to rein-
force defence partner-
ships, capacity building
and indigenous defence ex-
ports, while expanding In-
dia’s strategic footprint
across the Indo-Pacific,
Central Asia and Africa.



Iranian President’s remarks f¢
Iran says meeting planned with Oman today regarding the Strait of Hormuz and enhanced security cooperation in the (.u]f

Agence France-Presse
TEHRAN

ran_and the United
al fIIITEL )Se
relations have deterio-

rated since the start of the
war in West Asia,_want to

“turn_tl jan
resident Massoud Pezesh-
kian said on Sunday.

“For the first time since
the war, we had a con-
structive exchange with
the Crown Prince of Abu
Dhabi,” said Mr. Pezesh-

kian ing
E iE EEEiEE I(E’s eg Bin
Mohamed Bin Zaye -
hgan in New EE Ei Ei the
sidelines of the BRICS sum-

mit. “It was agreed that we
would turn the page, look
to the future and build it
together.”

After U.S.-Israeli attacks

Regional rumble: Iran carried retaliatory strikes against America’s
allies in the region, with the UAE bearing much of the brunt. REUTERS

on Iran in February
launched the war, Tehran
retaliated against Ameri-
ca’s allies in the region,
with the UAE bearing
much of the brunt.

Ship strike on Hormuz
Meanwhile, Iranian state
media reported that an Ira-

nian commercial ship was
struck early on Sunday off
the Qeshm Island in the
Strait of Hormuz and o
person was killed in

tack.

Iran’s state-run. IRNA
news agency quoted the
governor of Qeshm, the is-
land crucial for Iran assert-

ing control over the strait,
as blaming a “terrorist ene-
my” for the attack.

Separately, the United
Kingdom Maritime Trade
Operations monitor said a
vessel was hit by a projec-
tile while transiting the
strait, with no further
details.

The incident occuirred a
day before Tehran plans to
brief countries in the re-
gion on its contested ef-
forts to manage shipping
trafficatthe crucial water-
way. The official IRNA
news agency reported on
Sunday that the meeting
with Gulf states in Oman
on Monday will be “the
first step towards establish-
ing a regional framework
for security cooperation”
in the region.

Iranian Foreign Ministry

spokesman Esmaeil Baqaei
said “it will serve as an es-
sential cornerstone for en-
suring stability and securi-
ty” ina statement.

U.S. President Donald

(With inputs from Asso-
ciated Press)

Saudi Arabia pipeline outage

puts global oil supply at risk

Reuters

. |(LONDON

‘ Saudi'Arabia will run out of
il stocks for exports if it
doesn’t restart its major pi-
peline to the Red Sea with-

\»in days, leading o a loss of

Saudi oil bu -

ers sal
Saudi_Arabia_shut_its
east-west ol

Houthis in Yemen.

The world’s biggest ex-
porter has used the pipe-
line to reroute around 4
million barrels per day —
atound 4% o lobgl oy
—tot egono Yanbu on
the Red Sea. But with the
pipeline out of service,
Yanbu now has stocks to
maintain_exports

Ve (0 seven days -
ing to Three industry

sources.
Saudi Arabia also has

stocks to su¥gl§ cus;oFg[s
oI several ays rom

Desert plume: Satellite image shows smoke rising from an area of
Saudi Arabia’s East-West pipeline. ArP

na on the Red Se: jdi
erir i -
nean, a fourth source said.

Stocks are not full and
will ultimately run out
without the east-west pipe-
line resuming operations,
the sources said.

New attacks
Meanwhile, the Houthis on

Sunday_claim
acks on Saudi
louthi mil ilary spo-

kesperson, Brigadier Gen-
eral Yahya Saree, said in a

Dad caedonbsasile
on Saada,_in the north of
femen.

statement that the group
targeted a mllltau Dbase in
Sharurah Eruv gf E Eggdl
out i media reported on
Sunday that Saudi Arabia
: rikes

Tens of thousands have
taken flight in the wake of
escalating conflict. “Dis-
placement in Yemen has
now reached 85,818 peo-
ple,” the International Or-
ganization for Migration
said.



Houthis claim new attacks on Saudi. Arabia

while Yemeni forces prepare to fight back

Associated Press
CAIRO

Iran-aligned Houthi militia
in Yemen on Sunday
claimed new attacks on
Saudi Arabia, as interna-
tionally recognised Yemeni
government described the

The Houthis claimed

more attacks with missiles
and drones on Saudi Ara-
bia, which supports Ye-
men’s internationally re-
cognised government. A
Houthi military spokesper-
son, Brigadier General Ya-
hya Saree, claimed .in a
statement that the-group
targeted a military base in
Sharurah province in Saudi

A screengrab from.avideo released by the Houthis on Saturday
shows fighters nearmilitary vehicles in southern Yemen. ap

Arabia’s Najran region.
The Saudi Arabian civil
defence said a projectile
fell in al-Tawwal governo-
rate near the border with
Yemen along the Red Sea,
injuring two people and
damaging a mosque and
several other buildings.

dia reported on Sunday
that Saudi Arabia had car-
ried out two strikes on Saa-
da, in the north of Yemen.

e > ok

while, a government offi-

There was no statement
from Saudi Arabia on Sun-
day on any new attacks tar-

PIPELINE OUTAGE IMPACTS
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10 PLA combined arms brigades

remain deployed along LAC: report

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

There was a significant re-
duction in the deployment
of China’s People’s Libera-
tion Army (PLA) along In-
dia’s northern borders in
2025, even as Beijing conti-
nued to maintain 10 com-
bined arms brigade-sized
formations in areas along
the Line of Actual Control
and _in_traditional
training areas, according
to the Defence Ministry’s
annual report for 2025-
2026, released on Sunday.

The report said the In-
dian Army’s deployment
across all sectors along the
LA el b o
prepared to deal with any
emerging contingency.

On India-China engage-
ments, the Ministry said
sustained political,“diplo-
matic, and military interac-
tions between the two
countries had facilitated
positive developments
along the northern bor-

The report says the Indian-Army’s deployment along the LAC
remains robust and prepared to deal with any contingency.

ders and contributed to
stability.

The year 2025 saw the
resumption of key dia-
Togue mechanisms, includ-
ing_the 33rd and 34th
fiieetings of the Working
Mechanism for Consulta-
tion and Coordination

CC), held in March
and July respectively. The

Special _ Representatives
g@@wrmmm
na boundary question
also resumed, with roun
eld in December 2024

and August 2025.

The report said the im-
provement in bilateral rela-
tions was further rein-
forced by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s visit to
China for the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) Summit in Tianjin in
August 2025.

Military engagement

The military-to-military en-
gagement also saw a posi-
tive trajectory, with the
23rd Corps Commander-le-

vel meeting held in eastern
Ladakh on October 25 and
26, 2025.

~At the ground level, bor-
der personnel meetings
between the Indian Army
and the PLA continued
across all sectors, with the
report stating that these
engagements were con-
ducted in a cordial and
friendly environment to
address issues of concern.

The latest assessment
indicates a gradual stabili-
sation of the situation fol-
lowing sustained diplomat-
ic and military-level
engagements.

On September 6, amid
continuing concerns over
conflicting territorial
claims and military build-
up along the LAC, the In-
dian and Chinese Armies
Tield their first Corps-Com-
mander-level _meeting jn
the Eastern Sector, mark-
ingaSignificant expansion
of the military dialogue

La-

dakh sector.



UN chietbacks demand for

expanding Security Council

DivyaA
New Delhi, September13

SPEAKING AT the BRICS Sum-
miton Sunday, United Nations
Secretary-General Antonio Gu-
terresbacked the demand from

€GIo Outh to expand the
UNSecurity Courncil, which, he
Said, will help - bring balance
and equity to global systems
And insututions.. He also
underlined that India hasbeen
atthe forefront of thisdemand.
Emphasising that today’s

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had on Saturday pitched
foragreaterrole for developing
countries in global decision-

Echoing that sentimeft,
Guterres said: “Countries rep-
resented at this Summiitspeak
to that changing reality.*Over
the past several years, he said,
major emerging nations have
called for an expansion of the
UN Security Council. “India
hasbeen atthe forefront of this

W

DRICY SuNsMMIY

|

Prime Minister NarendraModiwith Secretary-General of the United
Nations Antonio Guterres atBharat Mandapam on the second day
of the BRICS Leaders” Summitin New Delhi on Sunday. p1i

demand,” Guterres said.

He also weighed in on how
the world is increasingly mov-
ing gowards multipolarity, ad-
dingthat it “helps bring bal-
ance and equity to global
systemsand institutions”. “But
this requires reforming global
multilateral institutions — in-
cluding the UN Security Coun-
cil and the Bretton Woods sys-
tem — to reflect the world of
today,” he said.

“As your Summit’s theme
rightly frames it, we must build
for resilience, innovation, co-

operation and sustainability, he
said atasession on Sunday, ad-
ding thatitis an imperative for
“shaping inclusive global
growth”.

The Declaration pressed for
the'need to make the UN body
“more democratic, represen-
tative, effective and efficient,
and toincrease the representa-
tion of developing countries in
the Council’s membership so
that it can adequately respond
to prevailing global challenges
and support the legitimate as-
pirations of emerging and de-
veloping countries from Africa,
Asiaand Latin America, includ-
ing BRICS countries, to play a
greater role in international af-
fairs, in particularin the UN, in-
cluding its Security Council”.

The UN Security Council

Guterres also spelt out an
agenda for the world facing a
geopolitical flux. “First —
through financing... Multilat-
eral Development Banks must
also become bigger, better and
bolder, with a new business
model to mobilise massive pri-
vate investment and expand
concessional funding to devel-
oping countries,” he said.



Defence Secy meets

Vietnam Dy Defence

Minister, discusses

regional security

Amrita Nayak Dutta
New Delhi, September 13

DEFENCE SECRETARY Rajesh
Kumar Singh and Senior Lieu-
tenant General Nguyen Truong
Thang, the Deputy Minister of
National Defence of Vietnam,
on Sunday discussed advanc-
ing regional security and deep-
ening the bilateral Enhanced
Comprehensive Strategic Part;
nership, while also
strengthening the friendShip
between India and Vietriam.

This meeting fellowed a
high-level discussion between
the Prime Ministers of both
countries on the sidelines of the
BRICS Sutimmit.

In a statement issued on
Sunday, the Ministry of Defence
said the discussions centred on
accelerating joint initiatives,
technology sharing and de-
fence industrial collaboration.

The two sides reaffirmed
their shared commitment to
expanding maritime and de-
fence ties to ensure a peaceful,
stable, and rule-based regional
security architecture, it noted.

“Both sides reaffirmed their
joint commitment to enhanc-

ing practical defence cooper-
ation through ASEAN-led
mechanisms, noting that col-
laborative platforsus like the
ADMM-Plus Experts’ Working

Groups are vitdPfor maintain-
ing regionalstability and build-
ing colle€tive security architec-
turesdnthe Indo-Pacific,” the
statément noted.

They agreed on the sched-
tled conduct of the next De-
fence Policy Dialogue to be
hosted in India on the sidelines
of Aero India 2027.

The Ministry of Defence
statement noted that the inter-
actionunderscores the growing
momentum in defence ties be-
tween India and Vietnam,
buildingdirectly onthe strategic
vision set forth by both Prime
Ministers at the BRICS summit.

Over the last few years, the
defence cooperation between

India and Vietnam has deep-

ened substantially. Thisincludes
Defence Policy Dialogues, mili-
tary-to-military exchanges,
high-level visits _capacitvbuild-
mgand.n:a.l.n.mgp;ogra-mmes
cooperation in UN Peacekeep-
ing. ship visits and bilateral ex-
ercises between the countries.




NOIDA WORKERS’ PROTEST

Censured by HC, Noida DM

moves SC against order

quashlng student NSAcase

Express News Service
New Delhi, September 13

THE DISTRICT Magistrate of
Gautam Buddha Nagar,
Medha Roopam, has ap-
proached the Supreme Court
challenging the Allahabad
High Court order quashing the
detention of a Delhi University
student under the National Se-
curity Act, 1980.

The September 2 order of
the High Court pulled up the
District Magistrate (DM) over

Stating that the “casuaband
cavalier exercise of autherity”
by the state through the DM
had “violated the Constitu-
tional rights” of the petitioner,
the court had ordered Rs 5 lakh
ascompensation to her, and di-
rected that the amount be re-
covered from the “salary of the
District Magistrate Gautam
Buddha Nagar, who has passed
this order of detention without

DM Medha Roopam

application of mind andfrom
allsuchother officérswhomay
have been responsible, right
down to the SHO”.

the general law was inad-
eagainsta femalestudent
activist with no previous crimi-
nal record agitating for the
rights of labourers, and that the
material on record did not dis-
close that she had in any way
incited violence.
Therulingsaid the material
“reveals that the District Magis-
trate desired to set an example
out of the petitioner and deter
others from exercising their
right to freedom of speech and

expression in public spaces in
support of the labourers”.

“The District Magistrate
Gautam Buddha Nagaris guilty
of violating her ¢athef alle-
giance, makingthisafit case for
the imposition of compensa-
tion to thépetitioner,” it said.

The High.Court also elab-
oratéd on the relationship be-

e IAS and IPS with the
%s of Uttar Pradesh
S om they serve” and said it

fined the existence of the
rule of law oritsabsence - asthe
case may be.

“The officers are endowed
with immense powers by law
and for very good reasons, as
they bear the responsibility of
improving thelot of the citizens
by maintaining that delicate
balance of upholding the Con-
stitutional and legal rights, dig-
nity, honour and welfare of the
citizens by just and good gov-
ernance, while ensuring the
stability of the State and the
unity and integrity of the na-
tion,” it noted.

The court highlighted that
“with great powers come great
responsibility” and an intro-
spection on the part of the
bureaucracytoexamine towhat
extent such power is exerted.

“Else, in the words coined
by Rudyard Kipling (spoken

publicly by Stanley Baldwin)
that ‘power without responsi-
bility - the prerogative of the
harlot throughout the ages’, will
ring true wheneverthe power is
exercised by the bureaucracyin
a cavalier manner, devoid of
human sensitivity resulting in
deleterious consequences for
the citizen,” the ruling said.

The rulingclarified thatany
detention under the NSA was
an exception and not a “substi-
tute toensure thata personwho
may receive bail on account of
merits of his case” remains de-
tained in custody undera “con-
cocted reasoning” by the state.

Coming down heavily on
the District Magistrate, the
bench termed the grounds of
detention as “repetitive, specu-
lative and only an opinion
based without referring to a
'shred of evidence/material' in
support of sustaining those
opinions.”

“Preventing people from

suchaview is taken by the state
and approved of by the courts, it
would lead to a cessation of the
collective expression of opinion
inpublic spaces,” the rulingsaid.



