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BRICS countries adopt
New Delhi Declaration

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

Common ground

The New Delhi Declaration adopted at the 18th-BRICS summit reaffirmed members’ commitment to
the bloc’s spirit of mutual respect, sovereign equality, and democracy

KEY TAKEAWAYS:

= |ran, UAE back down
from tough positions as text
on West Asia omits direct
references to U.S.-Israel
attack on Iran and Iran
attack on UAE

= |t condemns imposition
of unilateralcoercive
measures like tariffs and
sanctions

= Call for comprehensive
reform of UN, support for
greater role for Brazil,
Indiain UNSC

= Support for Palestinian
state and strong 8-para crit-
icism of Israel for strikes on
Gaza and Lebanon, and dis-
placement of Palestinians

= Support for BRICS trade
mechanisms, including
intra-BRICS payments
through national currencies

is

m |ts

trongly condemns terrorism in all
forms, including the 2025 Pahalgam attack

The meeting was attend-
‘ed’by the leaders of eight
‘member countries, includ-
ing Russian President Vla-
dimir Putin,(Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping, (Iranian
President Masoud Pezesh-
kian, and the leaders of In-
donesia, Ethiopia, Egypt,
and (South Africa; Brazil

and the UAE sent high-le-
vel representatives.
Significantly, given In-
dia’s close ties with Israel
and Mr. Modi’s own visit to
Jerusalem in February, the
grouping declared its
strong criticism of the
country for its bombard-
ment of Gaza. It expressed

support for South Africa’s
case against Israel in inter-
national courts, calling for
the provision of humani-
tarian aid in Gaza.
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BRICS countries adopt
New Delhi Declaration

Addressing the leaders, Mr. Modi said that 20
years after the grouping of emerging economies
was originally formed, BRICS was ‘coming of age”
with a “distinct identity” not aimed against others
on the global stage. “We respect each other’s per-
spectives and move forward through consensus.
We strive to move ahead with an approach that is
not against anyone but instead seeks to take eve-
ryone along,” the Prime Minister said, in a possi-
ble reference to the criticism of BRICS in the U.S.
as an “anti-western” grouping.

Chinese President Xi Jinping, who held an
hour-long bilateral meeting with Mr. Modi after
the session, announced that



Compromise and consensus

Previous ministerial meetings of BRICS this year
had failed to issue joint statements on the Iran-
UAE tussle. Sources privy to the negotiations said
that Iran had wanted a strong condemnation of

the U.S. and Israel for starting the war with strikes

that assassinated its Supreme Leader, similar to
the statement issued by the SCO grouping, which
does not include the UAE. THEUAESaRted equal

The consensus was achieved through months
of “threadbare” discussions, according to Sudha-
kar Dalela, Indian Sherpa at the talks and Secre-
tary (Economic Relations) in the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs. He was-‘addressing a media briefing
after the closed BRICS session on the future of glo-
bal governance and strengthening multilateral-
ism. Side-stepping a question from The Hindu on
- whether India had asked for support from other
leaders in BRICS to help convince Iran and UAE to
agree to the draft language, he said that the coop-
eration and collaboration of all members was
“key”.

He also underlined BRICS countries’ consensus
against cross-border terrorism, with a specific re-
ference to the Pahalgam terror attack in 2025.



With China on board, BRICS
calls for boosting transport

Dheeraj Mishra
New Delhi, September 12
BRICS NATIONS, in a joint
‘statement issued on Saturday,
reaffirmed their commitment
to enhance transport poten-
tial, including in civil aviation,
while also respecting the “sov-
India, China, Russia, and
Brazil are among the top five
countries in the world with the
largest railway and road net-
works.

The joint declarationisalso

significant as India and China
developing__high-altitude
roads.tunngls, and bridges
along the Line of Actual Con-
trolL(LAC), particularly in re-
gion like Arunachal Pradesh.
“We welcome the out-
comes of the BRICS Transport
Ministers’ Meeting held in
Nagpur and look forward to
further promoting transport

dialogue, including in civil
aviation, to meet the demand
of all stakeholders and to en-
hance the BRICS countries’
transport potential while also
respecting the sovereignty
and territorial integrity of all
member states, while carrying
out transport cooperation,”
the statement said.

The joint” declaration
further saidthe'BRICS coun-
tries wilL.deepéen cooperation
in the seetor with aviewto de-
velopstistainable and resilient
tranSport infrastructure as it
plays a critical role in econ-
omic growth.

“We acknowledge the im-
portance of embedding circu-
lar economy principles into
the development and main-
tenance of transport infra-
structure across BRICS coun-
tries, and promoting
sustainable aviation fuels and
low-carbon aviation fuels as
means for reducing carbon
emissions ininternational avi-

ation,” said the intergovern-
mentalbody.

Regarding digital connec-
tivity, the declaration high-

FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM



India-China flight
services to resume

after a gap of 6 years

Pr f Indi
BEIJING

i e resumption,
the airline will operate
more than 100 weekly
flights across eight round-
trip routes in South Asia,
the carrier said.

I-

The carrier’s announce-
ment coincides with Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping’s
visit to India. The flight ser-
vices between India and
China were suspended fol-
lowing the COVID-19 pan-
demic in 2020 and were
not restored amid the over
four-year military stand-off
between the two countries
in eastern Ladakh, which
ended in October last year.

Bin Laden considered targeting India
and other countriesin 1998: CIA papers

Sriram Lakshman
LONDON

India features among the
list of countries that form-
er al-Qaeda chief Osama
bin Laden had at one point
considered targeting, ~as
per the U.S.s Central Intel-
ligence Agency (CIA).

The revelation is part of
the CIA’s release on Friday,
of more than 100 pages of
material-across 69 intelli-
gence briefs.to former U.S.
Presidents Bill Clinton and
George W. Bush, to mark
the 25th anniversary of the
World Trade Center at-
tacks by al-Qaeda on Sep-

tember 11, 2001 in, New
York City.

The August 28, 1998 me-
mo /says- Bin Laden and
other terrorist leaders sur-
vived theU.S. strike (in Af-
ghanistan).

It adds that the al-Qaeda
leader was intending to
conduct attacks in Egypt,
the Arabian Peninsula — es-
pecially Kuwait, Saudi Ara-
bia, Yemen — India, Pakis-
tan, Uganda, and possibly
Nigeria.

The documents demon-
strate that the CIA had
warned the Presidents,
multiple times, of a possi-
ble attack from Bin Laden

during the September
1998-September 2001 pe-
riod for which documents
have been released.

That attacks were being
planned is not a new reve-
lation, rather the CIA docu-
ments confirm the major
conclusion of the 2004 9/
11 Commission’ report. The
report had concluded that
al-Qaeda was planning at-
tacks on the U.S.

Warnings nod heeded

Those warnings were not
heeded for a combination
of reasons, including a lack
of capabilities, imagination
as well as management and

policy priorities.

A September 1998 brief
released on Friday says Bin
Laden’s preferred target
was U.S. soil and included
a potential plan to “fly and
explosive packed-plane in-
toa U.S. city”.

The same September
1998 brief says “the Kash-
mir militant group Harakat
ul-Mujahedin (HUM) is
coordinating with Osama
Bin Laden to attack U.S.,
British and French inter-
ests”, with the location
redacted.

An August 2001 memo
is titled ‘Bin Ladin [sic] De-
termined to Strike in U.S”



Xi, Modi welcome ‘steady
progress’ in India-China ties

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday met Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping
on the sidelines of the
BRICS Summit in New Del-
hi, where the two leaders
welcomed the “steady pro-
gress” in India-China rela-
tions since their last meet-
ing in August 2025.

“We reviewed the full
range of India-China rela-
tions. Also conveyed best
wishes for China’s BRICS
presidency that commenc-
es next year,” said Mr. Modi
in a message after the
meeting.

“The two leaders wel-
comed the steady progress
in India-China bilateral re-
lations since their last
meeting in Tianjin in Au-
gust 2025. They reaffirmed
that both countries should
take a strategic and long-
term perspective of their
ties. Differences should not
become disputes,” the Ex-
ternal Affairs Ministry said
in a statement after the

Prime Minister Narendra Modi greets Chinese President Xi Jinping
on the sidelines of the BRICS Summit in New Delhi on Saturday. PTi

talks. Mr. Modistressed the
importance of “peace and
tranquillity*in the border
areas, describing the mat-
ter as “essential basis for
development of bilateral
relations”.

Chinese state media re-
ported that Mr. Xi said the
two countries have “diffe-
rent national circumstanc-
es”, but “China and India
can learn from each oth-
er’s strengths and achieve
shared development”.

Mr. Xi outlined four

points on how to ensure
the long-term, steady deve-
lopment of India-China re-
lations and emphasised
“rational strategic under-
standing”, “cooperation
through mutual benefit”,
“mutual respect and un-
derstanding”, and “open-
ness and inclusiveness
through multilateral coop-
eration” in UN, SCO,
BRICS, and G-20.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

Modi urges

BRICS leaders
to pitch in for
global reform

T.C:A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

Highlighting the current
imbalance between deci-
sion-makers and those im-
pacted by their decisions,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday made a
strong pitch for global re-
form and called for BRICS
to transition from “rule-
takers to rule-shapers”.

He proposed that the
leaders of the BRICS na-
tions gathered in New Del-
hi use the opportunity to
arrive at 10 proposals for
global governance reform,
which can be developed in-
to a BRICS Reform Road-
map. While delivering his
welcome address, Mr. Mo-
di took note of the fact that
the BRICS grouping was
now 20-years-old and, as
such, was entering a new
phase of maturity and
responsibility.

FULL REPORT ON
» PAGE 11



AMID GLOBAL TRADE POLICY UNCERTAINTY

BRICS condemns

unilateral tariffs,

backs WTOreforms

Ravi Dutta Mishra
New Delhi, September 12

countries would work togethe

to enhance the WTO's respon-
siveness to the needs and prio-
rities of emerging markets an
developing economies and sup-
port outcomes that strengthen
the multilateral trading system
and address evolving global
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omicdevelopment) they said.

BRICS against

sanctions

This comes in the backdrop
of sweeping tariffs imposed by
the US for over a year under
various US trade provisions,
which have targeted exports
from across the world. Wiilé

|

Wihoagreementsthat advocate

giving a longer window to de-
veloping nations to address the
climate change issue.

BRICS members warned that protectionism could reduce global
trade and disrupt supply chains.feyTErs

The declaration also'€on-
demned imposition ofunilateral
coercive measuresirtHeformof
economic sanctions and sec-
ondanyiSaneHoHs; which it said
had negative implications for
humanrrights, including the
rights to development, health
andfopdsecuritysofithe general
population of targeted states.
These affected the poor and
people in vulnerable situations

disproportionately, deepened
the digital divide and exacer-

Wy

BRICS

INDIA 2026

bated environmental chal-
lenges, the declaration said.

WTO reforms

within developed and develop-
ing nations, BRICS backed foun-

dational principles, such as
Most-Favoured-Nation Treat-
ment and Special and Differen-
tial Treatment for developing
members, particularly LDCs.

i

olu
Wewill engage constructively in
the WTO reformto enhancethe
WTO’s authority, effectiveness,
inclusiveness, and relevance,
and build an open world econ-
omy. Inthis regard, we recognise
that it is important to identify
appropriate pathways for pluri-
lateral initiatives into the WTO
legal framework, including on
development-oriented issues,
and to explore the formulation
of forward-looking rules in the
WTO,” the declaration said.
This comes amid a push for
radical reforms by the US, such
as a rethink on the Most Fa-
voured Nation (MFN) principle
that ensures non-discrimina-
tory trade practices, incorporat-
ing a plurilateral agreement in
WTO architecture, whichisseen
asacontrasttolong-established
consensus-based decision-mak-
ing. New Delhi is primarily pur-
suing policy space due to its
relatively low share in global
trade but large scope for future
growth. FULLREPORT ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM



‘Fossil fuels will still play an
importantrole Declaration
opposes carbon border tax

Nikhil Ghanekar
New Delhi, September 12

The declaration reaffirmed
the commitment of BRICS to

tackle climate change and
called upon all countries toup-
hold their existing commit-
ment to the Paris climate agree-
ment, including its provisions
related to climate mitigation,
adaptation, loss and damage
and the principles of equity:
However, it underscored
the importance of nationally
determined just transitions —
which refers toshift'to cleaner
fuels for producing electrici

energy security as a crucial
foundation for social and econ-

E. EXPLAINED

Leading coal
consumers

BRICS MEMBER countries
China, India, Indonesiaand
Russiaare amongthelead-
ing coal consumersinthe
world. Even asthey have
made rapid stridesin the ex-
pansion of renewable
energy, coal continues to be
among the mainstays of
sources for electricity pro-
ductionand energy use.

oemic development. “We ac-
Knowledge fossil fuels will play
animportantroleintheworld’s
energy mix, particularly for
emerging markets and develop-
ing economies, and we recog-
nize the need to promote just,
orderly, equitable and inclusive
energy transitions and reduce
GHG (greenhouse gas)
emissions in line with our cli-
mate goals and observing SDG7
(sustainable development
goals), the principles of techno-
logical neutrality and common
but differentiated responsibil-
ities and respective capabilities
taking into account national cir-
cumstances, needs and prio-
rities,” the declaration stated.

BRICS member countries
China, India, Indonesia and
Russia are among the top five
largest coal consumerswith the

US being thé only non-BRICS
bloc coudtiy, AN,
_' 1 -
sion.ofrenewable energy, but
coalcontinuesto remain one of
thelargest sources for electricity

The declaration recognised
the key role of critical minerals
for development of zero-and
low-emission energy techno-
logies, energy security, and re-
silience in supply chains.

flash flood last month, the BRICS
declaration also acknowledged
the growing complexity of dis-
aster risks, including those re-
lated to climate change, and es-
pecially for the Global South.
The guidelines for Disaster Man-
agement Early Warning Data In-
tegration were welcomed.



MENTAL WELLNESS

NIMHANS to be

nodal bodv for
BRICS Centres

of Excellence

Anonna Dutt
New Delhi, September12

“The Network of CoEs could
also serve as a platform tofacili-
tate collaborative research, pol-
icy dialogue, exchange of best
practices, and the co-develop-
ment of evidence-based men-
tal health promotion strategies
across BRICS countries,” the
declaration states.

It adds: “We emphasise the
importance of addressing the

mental health consequences of
crises and are committed to
providing timely, accessible,
and sustained mental health
and psycho-social (MHPSS) in-
terventions to affected popula-
tions, particularly people in
vulnerable situwations, includ-
ing childretvand adolescents.”

In addition, the declaration
also focuses on the emerging
challenges of non-communi-
cablediseases and endorsesthe
launch of BRICS Mission for
Healthy Lifestyle and the
BRICS Roadmap for the Joint
Initiative on Healthy Lifestyle
Promotion (2026-29). “We also
welcome the Compendium of
Replicable Best Practices on
Healthy Lifestyle,” it says.

The declaration also talks
about the growing relevance of
traditional and integrative medi-

The platform will coordinate
research on medicinal plants
and herbal preparations for
therapeutic and preventive
uses. It goes on to add that im-
portance will be laid on ensur-
ing the quality, safety, and effi-
cacy of these TCIM practices
and products with an evidence-
informed approach.



Amid wars in sea lanes, PM proposes
seafarers’ emergency support network

DivyaA
New Delhi, September 12

AT THE BRICS Leaders' Sum-
mit on Saturday, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi proposed
establishing a 'Seafarers'
Emergency Support Network'
to provide timely assistance
and ensure the safety of person-
nel working at sea. Modi said
that “global trade can move for-
ward only when sea lanes are
secure, supply routes remain
open, and seafarers are safe.”
Thesafety of Indian seafarers
hasemerged asarecurring focus
of New Delhi’s recent engage-
ments. He proposed that the
support networkshould provide
distress alerts, medical aid,
family communication and

Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi (left) with his Chinese
counterpart Wang Yiin New
Delhion Saturday. ani

evacuationsupport for seafarers.
“Seafarers makeasignificant
contributiontoglobaltrade, but

they often find themselves with-
outadequate support duringdif-
ficulttimes. My proposal is —can
we create aSeafarers Emergency
Support Network?” Modi said
during his opening remarks at
the summit.

“Through this, maritime
authorities and missions of the
concerned countries can be
connected. It can provide sup-
port for distress alerts, medical
assistance... informing families
and evacuation,” he said.

India supplies a’massive
share of the global maritime
workforce. In fact, India pro-
vides over 12% ofalltrained sea-
farers aroundthe world, with
thousands ofIndian families
depending on those working
aboard commercial vessels.

However, in the wake of the
conflict in West Asia, Indian
crew members have come under
attack, often becoming unin-
tended casualties. As per official
figures, 15 Indian seafarers have
lost theirtives while two remain
missing due to attacks in West
Asiaand the Black Sea.

India presently has over
three lakh active seafarers. A
total of 173 Indian seafarers re-
main in the Persian Gulf, ac-
cordingto aDirectorate of Mari-
time Administration report.

The safety of Indian sea-
farers and freedom of naviga-
tion through the Hormuz were
discussed during PM Modi’s bi-
lateral with Iranian President
Masoud Pezeshkian in New
Delhi a day earlier as well.

Four agricultural initiatives announced,
aimed at climateresilience, productivity

Harikishan Sharma
New Delhi, September 12

THE BRICS nations on Satur-
day announced four new agri-
culture initiatives, including
the establishment of Agroéeol-
ogy and Regenerative Agricul-
ture for Climate Resilienee and
Productivity and Digital’/Agri-
culture.

* 4 AGRIINITIATIVES

BRICS-AGRIN (Agro-Inputs, Gen-
etic Resources, and Information
Network)

GLOBAL FORUM on Farmers’
Rightsin Seed Systems

BRICS NETWORK of Centres of
Excellence on Agroecology and
Regenerative Agriculture for Cli-
mate Resilience and Productivity
BRICS NETWORK on Digital
Agriculture, including agrofor-
estry, fisheries, and aquaculture

formation Network), while wel-
coming the launch of a Global
Forum on Farmers’ Rights in
Seed Systems.

“We welcome the outcomes
of the 16th BRICS Agriculture
Ministers’ Meeting, held in In-
dore. We agree to the establish-
ment of a collaborative, non-
binding, and farmer-centric
BRICS AGRIN (Agro-Inputs,
Genetic Resources, and In-
formation Network), drawing
upon relevant national, re-
ional, and international prac-

laration stated.

It also welcomed the
strengthening of cooperation
in agriculture through the es-
tablishment of a BRICS Net-
work of Centres of Excellence
on Agroecology and Regener-
ative Agriculture for Climate
Resilience and Productivity,
and a BRICS Network on Digital
Agriculture, including agrofor-
estry, fisheries, and aquacul-



UAE PRINCE, PEZESHKIAN MEET

Six months into war,
[ran and UAE find
consensus in BRICS
joint declaration

Bloc calls for restraint, flags sovereignty,
threat to civilians, infra, smooth oilflows

Shubhajit Roy

New Delhi, September12 Business as Usual
By EP UNNY

Phew!
Final(Yy, both
jveed (0
spel( BRICS
without K.

Against »this backdrop,
UAE’s Sheikh Khaled bin Mo-
hamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
who isthe Crown Prince of Abu
Dhabi, met Iranian President
Masoud Pezeshkian on
the margins of the BRICS could further aggravate the
summit. situation.”

The declaration acknowl-
edged the sensibilities of both
sides by flagging territorial sov-
ereignty and the need to secure
civilians and infrastructure.
UAE has been at the receiving
end of aseries of Iranian strikes
onitscities with Tehran calling

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2




Iran, UAE

itaproxyofthe United States.In
addition, the declaration under-
scored dialogue and diplomacy
and smooth flow of energy —all
importantissuesand challenges
faced by all the countries from
the developing countries.

“We urge to ensure the pro-
tection of civilians and civilian
infrastructure in accordance
withthe purposesand principles
of the Charter of the United Na-
tions in their entirety and inter-
connectedness, including re-
spect for the sovereignty and
territorial integrity of the States,”
the declaration said. “We en-
courage increasing efforts,
through dialogue and diplo-
macy, towards a long-term
understanding that'will con-
tribute to lasting peace, security
and stability in.the region. We
stress the needto work together
to maintainsmooth flow of glo-
bal trade, supply chains and
energy, in accordance with ap-
plicable international law.”

The phrasing of the war in
West Asia had divided Iran and
UAE inthelast six months. Inci-
dentally, barely three months
ago, in May, there was no con-
sensus on the paragraph at the
BRICS Foreign ministers meet-
ing.

At that time, Delhi had is-
sued a chair statement and an
outcome document, tryingtore-
flect the divergences between
Iran and the UAE over the war.
The statement had underlined
“differing views among some
members” over the West Asia
situation, and that BRICS
members had expressed their
“respective national positions”.
In contrast, there was a much
more expansive paragraph in
the BRICS declaration.

Said Secretary (economic re-
lations) inthe Ministry of Exter-
nal AffairsSudhakar Dalela, who
is also-the BRICS Sherpa: “The
adoption of New Delhi Declar-
ation was among the defining
outcomes of India's chairship,
demonstrating that BRICS
members can forge consensuson
matters of global importance.”

The negotiators were able to
achieve this in the last few days
of hectic negotiations. With the
war in West Asia flaring up fol-
lowing the exchange of strikes
between the US and Iran, the
BRICS Sherpas, the most senior
negotiators from the 11 member
countries of the grouping, have
beenburning the midnight oilto
hammer out the joint declar-
ation. With UAE and Iran, new
members of the BRICS since
2024, part of the negotiations, In-
dian officials worked to bridge
the gap between the two sides.




New Delhi Declaration focuses on MSMES, raises
concerns over rise of unilateral tariff measures

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan

NEW DELHI

The latest declaration al-

the economic issues raised
during the last summit in
Rio de Janeiro, including

concerns about the “rise of]|

unilateral tariff and non-ta-
riff measures”, the “impo-
sition of unilateral coercive
measures”, trade in local
currencies, and the need
for reforms in the World
Trade Organization (WTO),
International ~ Monetary
Fund (IMF), and World
Bank.

The BRICS nations also
advocated for the acces-
sion of Ethiopia and Iran to
the WTO.

MSME:s in focus

so carried forward most of]|

All ears: South African President Cyril Ramaphosa at the 18th

BRICS Summit in New Delhi. Arp

t further recognise
this report for its potential
to foster cooperation;-ex-
change best practices and
promote inclusive growth
among ~MSMEs across
BRICS eountries

“We reaffirm our com-
mitment.to strengthening
the internationalisation of
MSME:s as a driver of eco-
nomic growth and pros-
perity,” the declaration
said. “We acknowledge
that access to affordable fi-
nance remains a primary
bottleneck and structural
constraint, limiting
MSMESs’ participation in
trade and integration into

N

Global  Value
(GVCs)," it said.

“We understand the im-
portance of promoting in-
novative financing me-
chanisms, including digital
and platform-based multis-
takeholder solutions for fa-
cilitating easier access to
trade finance for MSMEs,”
it added.

It further welcomed the
Jaipur Consensus to study
the establishment of an In-
voice Discounting Mechan-
ism for BRICS members
aimed at facilitating in-
voice discounting, which
would help MSMEs unlock
working capital and streng-
then their participation in
international trade.

The declaration also
mentioned several initia-
tives of cooperation bet-
ween the BRICS nations in
areas of Special Economic

Chains

Zones, manufacturing, va-
lue addition, diamonds
and precious metals; cus-
toms facilitation, logistics,
railways, aviation, and in-
dustrial upgrade.

Trade concerns
“We...voice  serious con-
cerns/abott the rise of un-
ilateral-tariff and non-tariff
measures which distort
trade and are inconsistent
with WTO rules,” the de-
claration said.

It noted that such mea-
sures threaten to further
reduce global trade, dis-
rupt global supply chains,
and introduce uncertainty
into international econom-
ic and trade activities,
which could potentially ex-
acerbate existing econom-
ic disparities and negative-
ly affect prospects for
global economic
development.

The declaration added
that BRICS would work to-
gether to enhance the
WTO’s responsiveness to
trade disruptions and the
needs and priorities of
emerging markets and de-
veloping economies.

“We condemn the im-
position of unilateral coer-
cive measures that are con-
trary to international law,
and reiterate that such
measures, inter alia in the
form of unilateral econom-
ic sanctions and secondary

sanctions, have far-reach-
ing negative implications
for the human rights, in-
cluding the rights to deve-
lopment, health and food
security, of the general
population of targeted
states, disproportionally
affecting the poor and peo-
ple in vulnerable situa-
tions, deepening the digital
divide and exacerbating
environmental challeng-
es,” the declaration said.

Global bodies’ reform
The BRICS nations re-de-
clared their “unwavering
support” for reform of the
WTO and for strengthen-
ing a “non-discriminatory,
open, equitable, transpa-
rent, fair, inclusive, predic-
table and rules-based mul-
tilateral trading system”,
with the WTO at its core.

“Echoing the aspira-
tions of the Global South to
fully integrate into the mul-
tilateral trading system, we
strongly support Ethiopia
and Iran’s bid for accession
to the WTO,” the declara-
tion said. “We acknow-
ledge China for expanding
its zero-tariff treatment to
cover 53 African countries
with which it has diplomat-
ic ties.” The declaration al-
so went on to call for re-
forms of the World Bank,
the United Nations (UN),
the UN Security Council,
and the IMF.



Houthis tighten
their control on
Red Sea shipping

Mohammed Ghobari,
Eman Abouhassira

& Yasmine Ghania

Aden, Dubai, September 12

herermsmatiminediar

strikes. Sate ite%__

juries and damage that Wwas
being assessed, the Saudi For-
eign Ministry said without de-
tailing the impact on exports.

visiting Ireland to attend a golf
tournamentatoneof hisresorts,

Houthi fighters raise slogans atop a military vehicle in Dhubab district,
Taiz province. (Right) Satelliteimage shows damage to the East-West
pipeline facility in the Hejaz Region, Saudi Arabia. Ap/ReuTers

Saudi Arabia'sde factoruler,
Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman, phoned Trump on
Thursday and asked for'U.S.
military help fighting the Hou-
this, three sourcestold Reuters.
They said the prince was told
that Washington would not in-
tervene diréctly for now but
wouldhelp with intelligence.

Trump confirmed on Satur-
day that he had spoken to the
crown prince, and said the Hou-
thishad also phoned hisadmin-
istration and asked Washington
not to become directly involved
inthe conflict.

Four Yemeni government
sources told Reuters that the
Houthis had seized the strategic

island of Peri idayi

mi B
Strait—the [ears”atthe
mouth of th

There have been no talks be-
tweefi theUnited Statesand Iran
torend the conflict since a June
agreement that collapsed within
weeks.

In apost on X on Saturday,
Ebrahim Azizi, head of the Ira-
nian parliament's national se-
curity committee, said: “As long
as the American side does not
accept all of Iran’s conditions,
dialogue and negotiation are of
nouse.”

Iran's foreign ministry an-
nounced on Friday that Iran
would be attending a meeting
with Gulf Arab states in Oman
on Monday, at which the future
of the Strait of Hormuz would be
discussed.

Butasenior Iranian official,
speaking to Reuters on condi-
tion of anonymity on Saturday,
played down the chances of a
breakthrough, saying the meet-
ing, called at Oman'sinitiative,
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was intended to discuss issues
including the strait but was not
expected to yield a signed
agreement.

Saturday it would not attend
meetings with Iran.

The apparent launch of the
attack on the Saudi pipeline
from Iraq puts additional press-
ure on the Baghdad govern-
ment, whichisunique inthere-
gion for maintaining close
political and military ties with
both the United States and Iran.

Iraqdismissed the military
commander and police chief
in Maysan province near the
Iranian frontier, long regarded
as an area where Iran-backed
Shi'ite militias operate and
maintain influence, and shut
the main border crossing
there. REUTERS



POSITION REMAINS UNCHANGED, SAYS UK

Trump says he
would ‘love’ to see
aunited Ireland

Reuters
Dublin, September 12

Trump's comments come
weeks after new British Prime

Minister Andy Burnhamsaid a
referendum on Northern Ire-
land leaving the United King-
dom was “off the table”, a posi-
tion Downing- Street on
Saturday said remained un-
changed.

“Well, I don't want to cause
any problems, but Iwill tell you,
I'dlovetoseeit unified,” Trump
told reporters sitting next to
Irish Prime Minister Micheal
Martin after the pair met in

Dublin. “It’'s going to
happen eventually ... I think it
WQO ‘. .'gg d i hln .
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US President Donald Trump in
Dublin on Saturday. ReuTers

position on Irish unification re-
mains unchanged, a spokes-
person for his office said on Sat-
urday, following comments by
US President Donald Trump
that he would “love” to see a
united Ireland.



SEOUL
N. Korea fires missiles toward sea

WASHINGTON
U.S. House of Representatives

after rivals’ trilateral military drill

to take up Russia sanctions Bill
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North Korea launched multiple short-range ballistic missiles toward
the sea on Saturday, a day after the U.S., South Korea and Japan
ended their trilateral military drill that North Korea views as a
provocation. The U.S. Pacific Commandisaid the North’s launch
event didn’t pose a threat to U.S. territory or to its allies. AP

The U.S. House of Representatives is set to take up for vote the
Russia sanctions Bill that also seeks to impose tariffs on its trading
partners, including India. The Lindsey O. Graham Sanctioning
Russia and Iran Act of 2026 will be taken up for vote by the House
Rules Committee on Monday, amid strong opposition. PTI



