


PM flags secure sea lanes,
Russian President for
‘reliable’ logistics routes

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, September 11

Addressing the BRICS busi-
ness forumin New Delhi ahead
of the summit Saturday; Putin
said Russia and its*partners”
are “ready to ‘eontribute to

world energy and food security”
and “building reliable logistics
routes such as the/AtctieTrans:
port Corridor and the North-
South Transport Corridor”.
His remarks on energy and
food security and “reliable lo-
gistics routes” are a reminder
that the crisis in West Asia,
where the US continues to ex-
change strikes with Iran, a
BRICS member country, has

not been resolved. The pattial

Business as Usual
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AT BRICS, KEEP
THE DIFFICULT
CONVERSATIONS ALIVE

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, who held a bilateral
meeting with the Russian
leader, told the BRICS business
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m-Putin

forum:

In their meeting, Modi told
Putin that “dialogue and diplo-
macy” is “the way forward in re-
solving conflicts” and India
stands “ready to assist in peace
efforts”.

e

“The world is always chang-
ing,” Putin said, adding that the
economic weight of the tradi-
tional growth centres of the sec-
ond halfofthe 20th century was
being replaced by “new engines
of growth” — a reference to the
centres of power shifting from
the West to the East.

He described the expanding
BRICSeconomicarchitecture as
an efforttoadvance nationalin-

terestsrather than exclide other

countries. “The most important
elements of this growth are not
being imposed on anyone from
the outside,” Putin said.

“We are open to working
with the whole world,” he said,
adding that the BRICS Business
Council could provide addi-
tional momentum to trade and
economictiesand help advance
projects in infrastructure, logis-
tics, finance and technological
cooperation.

Putin slammed the econ-
omic sanctions and Western
trade and financial restfictions,
saying competition wasincreas-
inglytaking “uglyforms”atboth
corporate and staté levels.

Putin’s 45-mintite meeting
with Modi took place hours after
he reached New Delhi on a
three-day visit to participate in
the.BRICS summit. After the
talks, Modi and Putin travelled
inthe same car.

The Ministry of External Af-
fairssaid theleaders “shared per-
spectives on key regional and
global issues of mutual interest,

including the conflicts in West
Asia and the Black Sea region
which have impacted maritime
tradeand the safety and security
of Indian seafarers”.

At least five Indian seafarers
have been Kkilled in strikesbe-
tween Russiaand Ukrainein the
Black Sea since July.

The “Prime Minister.once
again reiterated that'dialogue
and diplomacy was the way for-
ward in resolving-conflicts and
India stood ready to assist in
aceefforts,” the MEA said.

Ahead of Putin’s arrival,
Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry
Peskov had told Indian journal-
iststhat “lots of issues cannot be
discussed publicly” given that
“some unfriendly countries are
tryingtoputobstaclesin the way
of further development of our
cooperation”.

Visiting Russia’s interna-
tional industrial exhibition ‘IN-
NOPROM India’ where they in-
teracted with participants, the

two leaders flagged its impor- |
tanceinexpandingtrade andin-
dustrialties.

push annual bilateral trade to
USD100billion by 2030, up from
the current USD 65 billion.

Modi said they discussed
closer trade ties, including im-
plementation of the ‘Pro-
gramme for Economic Cooper-
ation 2030’ besides delving into
engagement in areas like infra-
structure, energy, technology,
defence and culture.

The Indian statement said
they “agreed toremain engaged
inanefforttostrengthen further
the Special and Privileged Stra-
tegic Partnership between the
two countries, which continues
to register significant growth
and has shown resilience in the
backdrop of geopolitical uncer-
tainties”.




Xi-Modi talks today,

Beijing says will work
to ‘be partners helping
each other succeed’

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, September 11

AHEAD OF Chinese President
Xi Jinping’s arrival in New
Delhi for the BRICS summit
and a bilateral meeting with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
Saturday, Beijing said Friday
that the two countries will work
to “handle the bilateral rela-
tions from a strategic height
and long-term perspective”
and “be friends” and “partners
helping each other succeed”.

Xi’s visit, his first to Indiain
seven years, is expected togive
new impetus to efforts by the
two countries forfestoration of
ties after a long, tense military
standoff along the Line of Ac-
tual Conttol in eastern Ladakh.

Xi last visited India in Oc-
tober 2019 when he travelled to
Mamallapuram near Chennai
for an informal bilateral sum-
mit. Ties plummeted after the
military standoff began in the
summer of 2020.

their meetings in Kazan and
Tianjin.

“China will work with India
toactonthestrategic guidance
of the two leaders, handle the
bilateral relations from a stra-
tegic height andlong-term per-
spective, step Up communica-
tion, enhanee cooperation,
properly.handle differences,
and be friends enjoying good
neighborliness and partners
helping each other succeed,”
Xu said.

In Beijing, India’s Ambassa-
dor to China, Vikram Dorais-
wami, in an opinion piece in
CGTN, said, A stable, predict-
able and cooperative relation-
ship between India and China
is notonlyin the interest of our
own 2.8 billion people, but is
also a significant factor for the
credibility and effectiveness of
BRICS as an action-oriented
platform for emerging econ-
omies.”

“There is reason for confi-
dence here. Over the past year,
India and China have main-
tained sustained engagement
at the working level, comple-
mented by high-level ex-
changesthat have helped build
trust and understanding be-
tween our two sides. This has
translated into genuine cooper-
ation on the ground,” he said.




India and EU close
to sealing trade deal,
await nod from top
Council in Brussels

RaviDutta Mishra
New Delhi, September 11

THE EUROPEAN Commission
on Friday forwarded its propo-
sal for the conclusion of a Free
Trade Agreement (FTA) be-
tween the European Union
and India to the European
Council (EC), aclear indication
the deal could be officially
signed soon.

The European Council de-
fines the general political direc-
tion and priorities of the Euro-
pean Union. While~ the
European Commission, the
EU’s main executivebody, pro-
poses the FTA legislation, the
members of the European
Council, eomprising heads of
state or government of the 27
EU member states, the Euro-
pean Council President and the
President of the European
Commission, take the final
decision.

“If authorised by the Coun-
cil, this will be the largest trade
agreement ever concluded by
both the EU and India. Once
adopted and entered into force,
the agreement will improve
market access, reduce tariffs,
tackle unnecessary trade bar-
riers, aswell as provide predict-
able rules for trade and invest-
ment between the EU and

EXPLAINED

Whyitisa
win-win deal

While European companies
will getaccesstothe Indian
marketand competeona
morelevel playing field, the
pactwillunlock high-value
commitmentsinservices
and enable movement of
skilled Indian professionals.

India,” the European Union
said in a statement.

“With its proposals, the
Commission is seeking the
Council’s approval to sign the
agreements, which will then
require the European Parlia-
ment’s consent, before con-
clusion and entry into force.
Authorities in India are in par-
allel going through their own
internal ratification proce-
dures,” the statement said.




Elia-EU tradedeal

will make it easier for European
companies to access the Indian
market and compete on a more
level playing field, while it will
ensure consumers can benefit
from increased choices and
more competitive prices,” the
statement said.

-value commit-

ments in services comple-
mented by a comprehensive
mobility framework enabling
seamless movement of skilled
Indian professionals, India’s
Commerce and industry Minis-
try said.

The ministry said India=EU
FTA gives a boost to 1abour-in-
tensive sectors such as textiles,
apparel, leather, footwear, mar-
ine products, gems and jewel-
lery, handicrafts, engineering
goods, and’automobiles bring-
ing down tariffsup to10% on al-
most $33 billion of exports to
zero on entry into force of the
agreement.

However, New Delhi as well

as Brussels have been trying to
restrict Chinese products in the

In a 2025 report, think tank
Delhi Policy Group {DPG) said
both India and the EU remain
significantly .dependent on
China. “However, the COVID-19
pandemie.in 2020 starkly ex-
posedthevulnerabilities of over-
reliance on China-centric supply
chains. This has prompted both
actors to reassess their depen-
dencies and pursue diversifica-
tion and de-risking strategies to
build moreresilient, secure, and
sustainable supply chains,” the
report said.

“And the longer the system
operates unchecked, the harder
it becomes to restore lost indus-
trial capacity. Unless addressed
with meaningful enforcement,
the world’sillegal transhipment
hubs will continue to siphon off
American manufacturing one
productlineatatime,” the USre-
port said.



U.S. proposes ending grace
period for H-1B visa holders

Press Trust of India
WASHINGTON

“This proposal restores
a direct relationship bet-
ween an alien’s non-immi-
grant status and the specif-
ic employment or activity
that formed the basis of his
or her admission or grant
of status in the U.S. and re-
Technology companies depend ~ duces administrative bur-
on H1-B visa to hire tens of den,” the DHS said.
thousandsof employees.

The H-IB visa is a non-
immigrant visa that allows
U.S. companies to employ
foreign workers in speciali-
ty occupations that require
theoretical or. _technical
expertise.

Technology companies
depend on it to hire tens of
thousands of employees
each year from countries
like India and China.




Goyal calls for local-currency
trade among BRICS nations

Union Commerce Minister highlighted that BRICS cooperation would ereaté jobs, wealth and

prosperity for countries that represent half of the global population and-40% of the global GDP

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

nion Commerce Mi-
U nister Piyush Goyal
on Friday urged the

gathered BRICS members
and partner countries to
link their payment systems
and conduct more trade in
local currencies.

Speaking at the inaugu-
ral session of the BRICS Bu-
siness Forum 2026, Mr.
Goyal highlighted that
BRICS cooperation would
create jobs, wealth and
prosperity for countries
that represent half of man-
kind and 40% of the global
gross domestic product
(GDP). “BRICS today repre-
sents almost one-fourth of
global trade, and“India is
an important pillar of in-
tra-BRICS trade,” Mr. Goyal

WE W W e

The Commerce Minister also urged the gathered BRICS leaders to
opentheir markets to each other’s products. AnI

said. “Engineering goods
and electronics account for
the largest segment of In-
dia’s manufactured ex-
ports. India is also known
as the pharmacy of the
world.” Minister of Exter-
nal Affairs S. Jaishankar, al-
so speaking at the event,

said that higher economic
security means greater
self-reliance while also re-
maining inter-connected.
“The objective is to
strengthen our ability to
absorb shocks while re-
maining connected and
competitive,” Mr. Jaishan-

kar said. “That calls for ge-
nuine market practices,
predictable business envi-
ronment, diversified com-
mercial relationships, and
transparent trade and
industry.

Without naming any
one particular currency or
nation, Mr. Goyal spoke
about enhancing local cur-
rency trade and also how
trade should at no point
become an impediment to
growth.

The Commerce Minister
also urged the gathered
BRICS leaders to open
their markets to each oth-
er’s products, including
raw materials and critical
minerals, and to work to-
gether to simplify regulato-
ry procedures and facili-
tate faster clearance of
consignments.



India in talks to get
Australian, Chilean
lithium blocks: Reddy

Saptaparno Ghosh
NEW DELHI

The Union Mines Ministry
is in talks with Australia
and Chile to acquire lithi-
um blocks, while seeking
five additional blocks in Ar-
gentina, Union Mines Mi-
nister Mr. G. Kishan Reddy
said on Friday, as India
steps up efforts to secure
supplies of the critical

Reddy told reporters on
the sidelines of the third
edition of CII’s Global Sum-
mit on ;Advanced Mate-
rials, (Critical Minerals &
Metals.

“Similarly, we are speak-
ing to Australia and Chile,”
he said, adding talks were
both at the government-to-
government level and
among private entities.

Private sector role
The Ministry is also encou-
raging Indian private com-
panies to enter overseas
markets, undertake explo-
ration and subsequently
mine the resources, with
the extracted minerals to
be supplied to India, Mr.
Reddy said.

Separately, the Minister

[
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Confederation of Indu

UniomMinister Kishen Reddy at
CI'sGlobal Summit.

highlighted e-waste recy-
cling as an important
source of critical minerals
for India.

As many as 125 entities
have registered to avail in-
centives under the govern-
ment’s I1,500-crore e-
waste recycling package, of
which 58 have been
cleared, he said.

The projects are expect-
ed to recover around 96 ki-
lotonne of critical minerals
annually. The Mines Minis-
try has approached NITI
Aayog to determine the al-
location of incentives for
each of the 58 eligible enti-
ties, Mr. Reddy added.




China calls for long-termy’
view of ties ahead of Xi visit

Modi and Xi set to hold talks today on the sidelines of BRICS Summit; Beijing says it:will work with

Delhi to ‘handle bilateral ties from strategic height’ as Chinese leader makes first tripin seven years

Ananth Krishnan
BEIJING

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and Mr. Xi will on
Saturday hold talks on the
sidelines of the BRICS

na’s Foreign Ministry spo-
kesperson Mao Ning said

Capital display: Acommuter passes by a hoarding of Chinese
President XiJinping at Parliament Street, in New Delhi, on Friday. pTI

Mr. Xi will “put forward
China’s important initia-

tives and propositions,
charting the course for
greater BRICS coopera-

Diplomatic thaw
In China, Mr. Xi’s visit to In-
dia has been seen as both

an opportunity to continue
the gradual normalisation
in ties as well as enabling
greater cooperation bet-
ween the two countries un-
der the broader BRICS um-
brella as their ties
radually improve.

expert on China’s relations
with developing countries
at the China Institute of In-
ternational Studies, was
quoted as saying in the offi-
cial China Daily on Friday.

relationship has a direct
bearing on the develop-
ment of the mechanism.
Multilateral platforms can
create opportunities for bi-
lateral engagement, while
improving bilateral rela-
tions can, in turn, facilitate
coordination within multi-
lateral mechanisms.”




Dhaka rules out Rahman’s
visit to India for BRICS meet

Kallol Bhattacherjee

NEW DELHI

pacity, said Minister o
State for Foreign Affairs of
Bangladesh Humaiun Ko-
bir on Thursday.

Speaking to pressper-

Mr. Kobir’s explanation
came as speculation conti-

Tarique Rahman

nued on whether Bangla-
desh would send any re-
presentative to the BRICS
summit for which India
had extended an early in-
vite to Mr. Rahman in Au-
gust.

“How shall we go? Has
anyone from the Bangla-

desh government been in-
vited? Our Prime Minister
was not invited. Who told
you that our Prime Minis-
ter was invited? The BIM-
STEC Chair was invited.
Then why are you asking
this question?” remarked
Mr. Kobir in response to
questions from the media.

Speaking to the media at
the Foreign Service Acade-
my in Dhaka, Mr. Kobir
said that the first visit of
Mr. Rahman to India can-
not be a multilateral one
and that a bilateral visit will
be planned at a “condu-
cive” time.

Mr. Rahman was invited
to visit India bilaterally im-
mediately after he took of-
fice on February 17, 2026.




Modi, Pezeshkian
discuss Iran conflict

Kallol Bhattacherjee

NEW DELHI

at a public event later in
the evening, President Pe-
zeshkian said his talks with

Mr. Medi drew attention
to the disruption in the
energy supply chain be-
cause of the conflict and
emphasised the need to
ensure freedom of naviga-
tion through the Strait of
Hormuz, which has been
caught in a chokehold ever
since the U.S.-Israel coali-
tion attacked Iran on Fe-
bruary 28. President Pe-
zeshkian, who arrived here

Masoud Pezeshkian

earlier for his first visit to
India since he took charge
in 2024, emphasised “com-
monalities” between the
two sides and called for
deeper cooperation.

“Happy to have met the
President of Iran. This visit
is more special because it is
his first visit to India. We
believe that we should
move forward with a long-
term win-win strategy. The
prevailing situation in the
region was also discussed.
India remains steadfast in
its commitment to the pur-
suit of enduring peace,”
Mr. Modi said.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 8



YEMENI GOVERNMENT SAYS FORCES HAVE WITHDRAWN FROM PERIM ISLAND

Houthis seize key Red Seaisland,
tlghten grlp on key shippingroute

Trump rejects
Saudi request

for US strikes

on Houthis: Axios

Reuters
Aden, Dubai, September 11

In a further potentially sig-
nificant development for

——

Houthi rebels march mobilise troops in Sanaa, Yemen, Thursday. Reuters

Riyadh, satellite imagery
showed smoke on Thursday in
the vicinity of Saudi Arabia's
East-West oil pipeliné,whigh has
become a vital means for the
kingdom to divert its crude ex-
ports from Horptuz:

Aramco has used the East-

bt s T O——
West pipeline to ramp up crude
flows from Saudi Arabia’s east-

exn coast to the Red Sea to its
fesiaf z iairsrril
Iran began six mont
prompting Tehran toeffectively
shut Strait of Hormuz.

Global oil prices were on
tracktoend theweek above $100
abarrel for the first time since
mid-May, though they were
slightlylower on Friday after the
Financial Times reported that
foreign ministers in West Asia
were trying to work out a tem-
porary deal to manage shipping
through the Strait.

Yemeni government forces,
meanwhile, indicated they
would try to retake areas cap-

¢ BabEl-Mandeb:
Gateway ToRed Sea

"(o Hodeidah

YEMEN

Mocha
o
.Dhubab
ERITREA . Porkn
BabEl-
DJIBOUTI Vs

tured by the Houthi militants in
their lightning offensive this
week along Red Sea coastline.
They announced they would
deploy weapons and aircraft to
eliminate any movement of the
“terrorist” Houthi militias in
strategic areas, including the
road leadingtothe coastal city of
Mocha, which the militant
group captured Thursday along
with Red Sea islands of Hanish.
Military spokesman Colonel
Majed al-Nazili called on civil-
ians to avoid using the route be-
tween the city of Taizand Mocha
and steer clear of equipment be-
longing to the Houthis, moun-

tain fighters who withstood
years of devastating Saudi air
strikes during Yemen's civil war.
Saudi Arabia has been
bombing Houthi targets in
Yemen  but not the
strategic areas the group has
seized this week. Saudi Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman
called US President Donald
Trump twice on Thursday and
urged him to launch strikes
against the Houthis, Axios re-
ported, citing two US officials.

and US officials said tk in-
istration does not intend to take
direct military action againstthe
Houthis at this time, report said.

Accordingto Axios, USjsin-
creasingly concerned about the
rapidly escalating conflict in

Yemen and is stepping up sup-
port forSaudi Arabia whileseek-

mgtoavoid direct involvement.

muz, the Financial Times

the report.



