Onus on legislature to make

marital rape punishable: SC

Bench says though it recognises the individual autonomy of married women, both the Indian

Penal Code and the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita exempt marital rape from being considered a crime

Krishn Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Wednesday gua-
ranteed safety and
security to sexually abused
married women, but ques-
i i s can direct
rape prosecutions against
Tusbands wien tie penal
[aw exempts marital rape
criminal liability.

=X Threejudge Bench
headed by Chief Justice of
India (CJI) Surya Kant
made a point that though it
recognised the individual

autonomy of married wo-
men, the second exception
ena ode (IPC) states
that “sexual intercours

SEXUAT TS by a man with

'his own wife, the wife nat
being under 15 ve
Section 63 of the Bhara-
tiyd Nyaya Sanhita, which
feplaced the IPC in 2023,
has carried forward the ex-
emption given to marital

QQ A personina
matrimony subjected

to involuntary sexual

intercourse is definitely a
victim... The question before us
is whether the State defines it as

‘Tape’ or not

JUSTICE JOYMALYA BAGCHI

Supreme Court judge

“This is the law as it
stands, rightly or wrongly.
It is a penal law. Before‘a
constitutional court-ren-
ders a verdict that the ex-
ception is unreasonable or
manifestly arbitrary, can
we permit a prosecution
on that'score? Is it within
the domain of a prosecutor
to “prosecute a person
when there is a clear ex-
emption under Section 375
or Section 63,” Justice Joy-
malya Bagchi questioned.

The primary case before
the Bench is an appeal filed
agaimst a ecision of

theKarmaraka High Court,
which held that a husband

rape under Section 375
fhough statutorily raising

-threshold_of the
wile to 18.

could be charged with rape
ifhe had forced himself on

15 wite. The High Court
had relied on the Justice

J.S. Verma Committee re-
port of 2013 which had
found the exception re-

gﬁr_eib;;_]\fl_-l—_z'ml‘lhh_ﬂnurt
ench had observed that
“aman is a man; an act is

an act; rape is a rape, be it
performed by a man the

'D_WTSMWM
‘wife’”, It had noted that
L (S

“no exception under law
can be so absolute that it
becomes a licence for the
commission of a crime
against society”.

But the Supreme Court
questioned the High
Court’s logic on Wednes-
day. “Can a court order
prosecution until the con-
stitutional validity of the
exception is examined
and, if needs be, declared
ultra vires or read down. It

is the law right now, consti-
tutional or otherwise,” Jus-
tice Bagchi debated.

Definition of rape

While  Justice  Bagchi
agreed that a “person in a
matrimony subjected to in-
voluntary sexual Inter-
course is definitely a vic-
tim”, he said “the question
before us is whether the
State defines it as ‘rape’ or
not”.

The court mooted that it
may be for the legislature
to decide if an act should
be made a crime.

_Senior_advocate Indira
Jaising, who appeared for
the wife in the Karnataka
Case, sald  there was
enough elasticity to inter-
Justity the High Court's de-
cision to order prosecution
mﬁmﬁd
that the age of consent in

rom 16 to 18 years.

mm Tushar
Mehta said the exception
for marital rape must con-
tinue until the top court

took a final call on its
reasonableness.




Cong. alleges 10,000-cr.

tax evasion through ‘bogus’

political parties, seeks JPC

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Alleging that 3,260 regis-
tered unrecognised politi-
cal parties (RUPPs) had re-
ceived political donations
and evaded income tax to
the tune of 210,000 crore,
the Congress on Wednes-
day demanded a Joint Par-
liamentary  Committee
(JPC) probe into the “dona-
tion scam”.

Addressing a press con-
ference here, Congress MP
Shaktisinh Gohil alleged
that the parties were being
used as a route to convert
unaccounted-for money
into legitimate political'do-
nations by way of.round-
Tripping and other.me

mg_—m?se—crﬁgi'y
(communications) Jairam
Ramesh later alleged that
the 3,260 parties were op-
erating under the “patron-
age” of the BIP, “Whaisthe
‘Chanakya’ behind these
3,260 sham political par-
ties and who is the true
mastermind of this scam?”
Mr. Ramesh asked on X.

He also contrasted the
alleged tax evasion with

Shaktisinh Gohil

the Congress’s experience
before the 2024 Lok Sabha
election, when its bank ac-
counts‘were frozen and it
received tax notices. “So,
why is there no investiga-
tion mito these 3,260 sham
political parties and the as-
sociated cases of tax eva-
sion,” Mr. Ramesh asked.

The Congress said the

Income Tax Act provides
tax benefits on donations
fo registered political par-
ties. These provisions were
being misused through the
RUPPs, it said.

—Mr. Gohil said the go-
vernment should investi-
gate the parties and the pe-
ople who donated to them.
Under the Income Tax Act,
a penalty of 200% can be

imposed on those found
guilty, and ceriminal pro-
ceedings initiated against
individuals and chartered
accountants involved in
wrongdoing, he said.

He also demanded that
the licences of chartered
accountants found guilty
be cancelled and that cri-
minal cases be filed against
those running the alleged
bogus political parties.

Public disclosure

The Congress further
sought public disclosure of
details of donations re-
ceived by bogus political
parties, as well as informa-
tion on those people linked
to the parties who later
joined the BJP.

Mr. Gohil alleged that no
action had been taken
against even one person
despite the alleged tax eva-
sion exceeding 10,000
crore. “Officials had re-
commended action against
those involved but that or-
ders had not come from
the “top”, he added

He also questioned the
Election Commission’s role
in scrutinising the funding.




India, Sri Lanka sign three defence

sector MoUs during Rajnath’s visit

The agreements cover upgrading L70 guns for Sri Lankan Air Force and cooperation between the two countries’ National

Cadet Corps, National Defence Colleges; this is the first visit by an Indian Defence Minister to Sri Lanka in nearly 40 years

Meera Srinivasan
COLOMBO

efence  Minister
l) Rajnath Singh on
Wednesday

pledged India’s continued
support to Sri Lanka dur-

ing a meeting with Sri Lap-
an President Anura Kum-
ara Dissanayake in
Colombo, as the two coun-
tries inked three Memo-
fand_of Understanding da_of Understandi
oU) on defence eguip-
ment and training.

Mr. Singh’s visit, the first
by an Indian Defence Mi-
nister to Sri Lanka in near-
ly 40 years, and the agree-
ments come over a year

after Prime Minister Naren<
dra Modi’s visit to Sri Lan-

Defence Minister.Rajnath Singh meets Sri Lankan President Anura
Kumara Dissanayake in Colombo on Wednesday. Ani

ka in 2025, when seven
MoUs,. including an ove-
rarching defence sector
agreement, were signed.
The MoUs signed on
Wednesday pertain to the

upgradation of L70 Guns
or _the Sri1_Lankan Air
Force, and cooperation

between thé National Ca-
det Corps and the Natio
efence Colleges of the

two countries.

During President Dissa-
nayake’s meeting with Mr.
Singh, the two sides held
“extensive discussions on

further strengthening the
existing aefencel econom-
ic, maritime and regional
partnersﬁlgs between In-
jla and Sri Lanka”, the

Presidential Media Unit
said in a statement.

Mutual interests
Further, Mr. Dissanayake
briefed Mr. Singh on Sri
Lanka’s recently-launched
islandwide programme to
combat drug trafficking.
An official release from
the Indian government
said the President recalled
his interactions with Mr.

Modi and reiterated that
“Sri Lanka would never al-
low its territory to be used
for any activities inimical
to India’s security inter-
ests”.

President Dissanayake’s
office said he emphasised
that Sri Lanka makes deci-
sions “taking into consider-
ation both national and re-
gional interests”, and that,
as a sovereign State, Sri
Lanka enters into various
agreements with countries
around the world while re-
maining mindful of region-
al security”.

The statement from his
office added that the lead-

ers paid “special attention”

to the fisheries issue in the
alk Strait.
em—



Trade between BRICS countries shows marked increase

| DATA POINT I

Nitika Francis
Gandla Sneha

educing global depen-
R dence on the U.S. dollar is
expected to be a key part
of the discussions in the 18th

BRICS Summit, chalred b lndla,

e

nistries’ and central bank gover-

nors from BRICS countries met in

AT 0 s The Ao of

cFoss-border payments and streng-
onal currencies.

3 oc with its 10 mem-
ber cou razil, Russi -

dia, China, Sout rica,_Egvpt,
1opla n onesna Iran, and the

diplomatic relauons wuhm the
Global South, which makes cross-

esiraple.
“Turrently, making payments
across countries requires a string
of transactions via correspondent
banks, which hold accounts with
each other. When two countries
do not have such correspondent
banks, they route their payments
through international banks, con-
verting the currency of the sender
country to a dominant currency
such as dollars, and then convert-
ing the dollars to the currency of
the receiving country. This pro-
cess, besides being slow at times,
comes with the cost of foreign ex-
change margins and the fee
charged by the intermediaries.
Seeing that the BRICS comprises

many developing economies, this |
can be among the many impedi- |

ments to trade opportunities.

Trade data shows that merchan-<}

dise_exports by BRICS countries
made up about one- ourth of all
¢TOBATEXports I 2024 (Chart 1).
€ countries have all dras-
tically increased their exports over
the_vears, with China go!;gﬁing
500 billion in 2024. Other mem-
bers such as Br: e-
sia, Russia, and the UAE also re-

The rise in intra-BRICS trade strengthens the case for a cross-border payments system

an illion. In addition to
this, their trade amongst each oth-
T Has also mcreaseﬁ Chart 2
shows that as of 2024, all members

of BRIC§, except ngg, received

other members.
Iran depends on BRICS for
more imports, and

ol 1
Fthiopia nearly 45%. Intra-BRICS
THTport aepenéency could be on
the rise due to the heterogeneitg of

bers, as noted in a report by the
United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development.

Concurrently, export depen-
d in the bloc has also ri-

sen. In the last decade, five mem-
bers (Russia, China, the UAE,
Brazil, and Indonesia) have dou-
bled and even quadrupled their
exports to members of the bloc.
However, China has consistently

“SHown the lowest de; enaencx on
:m!ra-lE%!!:E exEorE EEE to s di-
versified export market (Chart 3).

Russia saw a rapid increase in
its export dependency between
2020 and 2023, in the middle of its
invasion of Ukraine, during which
countries such as India imported
its fuel. The country saw a decline
in export dependence in 2024,

It was under Russia’s chairman=
ship in 2024 that the BRICS argued
against the dominance of the E.S.

sta_was mit_directly by
the dollar monopoly in2022; due

to sanctions from the U.S., Russian
Ean_kg were cut EE (EE [hdf?ncie-
ty for-Worldwide Interbank Finan-

Cia ogies which
institutions to settle
amounts. Hence, international

transactions proved difficult for
the Russia.

While the U.S. is the largest eco-
nomzlje worEi %e BRI§ Eioc
oes not fall far ind, as China,

India, and Russia are in the top 10
ro-
duct (current prices) (Table 1).
Whether this collective economic
strength can chall mi-
nance of the dollar is to be seen in
hecomrime—————

the coming ays.

Dollar
detour

The data for the charts
were sourced from report
by the United Nations
Conference on Trade and
Development titled “Two
Decades of Intra-BRICS
Trade: Trends, Patterns
and Policies” and the
International Monetary

Fund (IMF)

CHART 1: In 2025, exports from BRICS countfiesmade up about 25% of global merchandise exports. BRICS countries
include Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa, Egypt, Ethiopia, Indonesia, Iran, and the UAE. Values in $ trillion
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. 60 prices). Values are estimated by IMF
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have Russia GDP,
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countries 30 5 —\ —_
as ashare India I .
of each / “Collectively, the 10 member

try’: ——— countries account for 27 per cent
country's S~ of world output, 24 per cent of
total South Africa gthiopia I merchandise exports, and 22 per cent
exports. [ of FDI inflow by 2024” -
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Gandla Sneha is interning with The Hindu




Hormuz tensions flare as

Iran, U.S. intensify strikes

U.S. attacks Iranian oil tankers and Tehran responds by targeting at least 20 ships trying to pass

through the Strait of Hormuz; Brent crude futures cross $100 a barrel for first time since July 2024

Stanly Johny

ensions between
I I lthe United States
and Iran flared

again on Tuesday night af-

This is the second US.
strike on Iranian oil-tank-
ers in less than a week,
which U.S. Central Com-

mand (CENTCOM) said
was a direct response to
Iran’s attacks on American

An image released by the U.S. Navy on Wednesday shows a sailor
on the flight deck of guided-missile destroyer USS Mason. AFp

warships enforcing a naval
blockade on Iranian ports.
Following the flare-up,

On Tuesday night,
CENTCOM said in a state-
ment that U.S. forces des-
troyed five Iranian crude

oil carriers after the IRGC
targeted a Navy warship
with ballistic missiles twice
over the past two days.

“In response to Iran’s
most recent failed attacks,
CENTCOM destroyed the
IRGC crude oil carriers
M/T Kaviz, M/T Charminar,
M/T Horizon 1, and M/T
Riesco in the Gulf of Oman

as well as M/T Derya near
Kharg Island. American
forces directed the crews
to abandon ship before the
vessels were struck and
rendered inoperable,”

CENTCOM said.
The IRGC said in a state-

enters that area without
coordination, it will be sub-
ject to our sanctions,” IRGC
spokesperson Hossein Mo-
hebi told state television.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10
EDITORIAL

» PAGE 6




Tensions flare as Iran,
U.S. intensify strikes

Meanwhile U.S. president Donald Trump said on
Wednesday night he believes the war will end “im-
mediately” after his country votes in midterm
elections in November.

“I think the war will end immediately after the
election” because Iran “cannot hold out any lon-
ger,” Mr. Trump told journalists, accusing Tehran
ofbeing “desperate to try and affect” the vote. He
added that the oil prices that spiked because of
Iran war likely will not come down until after the
midterm elections.

The war that U.S. and Israel initially launched
against Iran in February 28 has gone through
phases of escalation and temporary respite, over
the past six months. The latest phase has seen
both sides increasingly target oil tankers; opening
a new front in the naval war.

On September 5, CENTCOM had announced
that it had “destroyed” three Iranian tankers after
the IRGC launched missiles at a U.S. aircraft car-
rier and a guided-missile destroyer. On Tuesday,
the IRGC claimed thatit had struck two U.S. Navy
destroyers operatingnear the Strait of Hormuz.
CENTCOM, however, said on Wednesday that no
U.S. Navy warship had been hit.

Iran’s attacks against the U.S. warships are seen
as a risky:move aimed at breaking the naval block-
ade which has largely prevented the Islamic Repu-
blic from exporting oil out of the Gulf waters.

“The IRGC Navy, in response to the aggression
and hostility of the U.S. military in its attack on
five Iranian oil tankers in the Persian Gulf, target-
ed two U.S. vessels and eight oil tankers in the
area, inflicting heavy damage on them,” the
Guards said, adding that 10 ships attempting to
pass through “a prohibited and unsafe area” of
the Strait were also targeted. “The Strait of Hor-
muz remains firmly under the surveillance and
management of the capable and valiant IRGC Na-
vy,” it added.

After striking the U.S. base in Jordan on Tues-
day night, the Guards said the “punitive opera-
tion” damaged maintenance and repair facilities,
deployment locations, and shelters for fighter jets.
Jordan’s army said it had shot down 18 Iranian
missiles targeting the kingdom.




Global oil prices

surge over $100 a

barrel as tensions in

West Asia escalate

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Benchmark Brent Crude
futures (November) spi-
ralled to a more than three-
and-half month high at
$101.55 for every barrel
Tuesday as renewed ten-
sions in West Asia fuelled
further with Iran and Unit-
ed States resorting to a vio-
lent quid pro quo ex-
change on each other’s
ships.

At the time of writing
late evening Wednesday,
benchmark Brent Crude

barrel. West Texas, Inter-
mediate futures had also
soared 3.6% higher over its
previous close at $96.44
for every barrel.

Further, according to

Reflecting on the cur-
rent oil price trends, Prash-
ant Vashisht, senior vice
president and co-group
head, corporate sector rat-
ings, at ratings agency

“If the current geopoliti-

India’s crude oil basketwas
averaging $108,91,per barrel on
September 8. REYUTERS

cal (situation persists,
crude-oil prices could rise
further given that several
countries including China
were tapping their strateg-
ic reserves for a significant
proportion of their con-
sumption and their return
to the market could in-
crease demand amid res-
tricted supplies,” he
observed.

Although, according to
shipping data from Vortexa

India, the world's third-

largest oil importing coun-

try, is particularly exposed
to swings in international
crude prices. For now, re-
tail petrol and diesel prices
remain on freeze for over
three months.




Houthis report new Saudi

strikes as contlict deepens

Agence France-Presse
SANAA

Yemen’s Houthi rebels re-
ported dozens of saudi air
strikes on Wednesday as
daily attacks continuedin a
conflict that has reignited
during the West Asia war,
with hundreds of people
killed in fighting near the
Red Sea.

More than 40 attacks
targeted several regions in-
cluding the flashpoint
areas of Taiz and Hodeida,
the scene of fierce clashes
between the Houthis_ and
Saudi-backed government,
the rebels said.

“It’s a catastrophe, and
the attacks are-ongoing,”
said Mohammed Khudairi,
one of nearly 20,000 who
fled the fighting, according
to the International Organ-
ization for Migration.

The latest salvos in Ye-

gl

A meémber of Saudi-backed Yemeni forces firing a heavy machine
gun during clashes in the Al-Kadha area on Tuesday. AFP

men’s previously dormant
conflict come a day after
the Houthis set oil sites
ablaze and wounded 73 in
their heaviest missile and
drone attacks against Saudi
Arabia in years.

Saudi air strikes target-
ed “various areas across
the governorates of Marib,
Al-Jawf, Taiz and Hodei-
da”, the rebels’ Almasirah

TV said on Wednesday.
The Saudi civil defence
later 1ssued a warning for
the southern governorate
of Khamis Mushait, near

Yemen, but quickly lifted

it. On Tuesday, Saudi auth-
orities vowed to respond to
the Houthi attacks, saying
they caused fires and tem-
porary shutdowns at oil
sites.



‘Rahman wants to visit India,

but agenda has to be set first’

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Bangladesh Prlme Minister
Tarique 0
visit India at the earliest
but is concerned about
take-away points and
achievements that he will
have to produce before his
audience back home after
a visit of this nature, said a
diplomatic source of Ban-
gladesh to The Hindu on

Tarique Rahman

work by Novembe

Wednesday. December, as the Ganga
The official said Mr. Rah-  Water Treaty needs to be

oman might have skipped . Tenewed at the earliest as it

the multilateral BRICS~ will otherwise lapse by the

summit for which he was - énd of December, 2026,

invited by India, butithat said the official.

does not mean that he is

trying to avoid an imme- Intensive meetings

diate and important neigh-
bour like India, which has
contributed and sacrificed
immensely during Bangla-
desh’s Liberation War of
1971. Mr. Rahman is aware
that he may have to visit

Delhi in a bilateral frame-

The official said Mr. Rah-
man’s visit requires setting
of the agenda through in-
tensive meetings between
the officials of the two
sides that are yet to begin.
But Dhaka believes that
apart from the Ganga Wa-

ter Treaty, which is a “roll-
ing achievement”, there is
a need to look at other
areas where the bilateral
relationship is stuck.

“For example, in case of
restarting full-scale visa fa-
cilities, lifting of trade res-
trictions that were im-
posed during the interim
government in Dhaka, and
usage of land ports. and
restarting of full-scale com-
mercial relationship are
some of the areas where
there is possibility of set-
ting up some solid goals for
achievement,” said the offi-
cial.

He also pointed out that
one area where India could
send a positive message is

in the field of energy as

Bangladesh is suffering
from an acute crunch in

energy supply. “It will be a
confidence-building mea-
sure if India can assist Ban-
gladesh in dealing with this
challenge.”



‘Have a little bit of decency’: Philippines'minister to China

Associated Press
Bangkok, September 9

CHINA ON Wednesday ac-
‘mm_
ring up trouble” after harsh
words ;rom Philippines De-
fence MinisterGilbertoTeadaro
JroverBemEg's increasingxg-
gressive pursuit of maritime
claims in the South China Sea,

eodoro was addressing a
defence forum in South Korea
on Tuesday, stressing the need

toupholda2016 rulingbyanar-

claims had no legal basis, when

a person came on stage and
handed him a note that Teo-
oro said ca

Reading from the note, the
minister said it said “China
neitheraccepts nor recognises”
the arbitration ruling. “Of
course,” he added, looking up
to the audlencel because you
lost.” e-
cency, have a little bit of
shamel Teodoro continued,
saying that the note repre-
the

forum and international law;

bitration panel that China's

Philippines
Defence
Minister.
Gilberto
Teodoro Jr

Chinese representativestook
part in'Seoul Defence Dialogue
forum but were not featured as
panelists or speakers. It was not
cleaswho the note came from.

Asked in Beijing about the
unusual incident, China’s For-
eign Ministry spokesperson Mao

Ningsaid she was not familiar
with the “specific situation” but
added “Chinas position onthe
South ChinaSeaarbitrationcase
hasbeen clear and consistent.”

We urge the relevant
people in the Philippines to
stop seeking attention and stir-
ring up trouble and to cease
undermining China-Philip-
pines relations and stability in
the South ChinaSea,” Mao told
reporters in Beijing after recap-
itulating the official position.

China refused to join arbi-
tration initiated by the Philip-

ines in 2013 after a tense
standof_in_the contested
waters ayear earlier thatended
cltecuvely seizing

uted snoal.

Atribunal established in The
Hague under the United Nations
Tonvention on the Law of the

ea ruled in 2016 ina's
claims in the South China Sea
are illegal. China rejected that
and continues to defend its

t at is considered ong of Asia's
mostactive flashpoints.




