OBC creamy-layer criteria: SC
likely to set up special Bench

Abhinay Lakshman

NEW DELHI

The Department of Per-
sonnel and Training
(DoPT) wants the court to
let it proceed with service
allocation of the 958 candi-
dates recommended by
the Union Public Service
Commission-on the basis

of the wealth/income test
criteria applied before the
March 11 verdict in Union
of Tndia v. Rohith Nathan.

on.a March 11 judgment by the
top court on the OBC criteria.

Retrospective implementa-
tion will be “extremely dif-
ficult” and will cause a
“cascading effect” on set-
tled service matters from
2012, which will extend its
impact to “all categories,
including the Unreserved
category”, the Centre told
the court.

The DoPT warne at

this could trigger a barrage
of claims or contestations
from candidates denied
OBC non-creamy layer sta-
tus, as well as from those
who did not seek such cer-
tification at the time of re-
cruitment, examination,
or admission, but may now
seek to rely on the judg-
ment. It would also “drasti-
cally” alter the seniority
landscape, the DoPT said.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12



OBCs, for the purposes of reservations in public
education and employment. The court specifical-
ly considered how the income test should be un-
derstood in the case of candidates whose parents
are employed in jobs for which no equivalence
with government posts has been established.

HIESSENMIRAHGH ", the court said. It directed the
Centre to give effect to its interpretation of the in-
come test by creating supernumerary posts for
the petitioners, that is, OBC candidates excluded
from the quota because they fell within the crea-
my layer solely because of the salaries of their pa-
rents employed in public sector undertakings or
private sector, where no equivalence had been es-
tablished with government service.

. “The direction to
create supernumerary posts addresses only the
numerical problem of accommodation; it does
not resolve these collateral consequences for se-
niority, promotion and cadre placement,”it said.
Less than a week ago, Additional Solicitor General
Chetan Sharma had told the Principal Bench of
the Central Administrative Tribunal that the
Centre was implementing the March 11 decision.
(With inputs from PTI)




Congress urges PM to scrap
caste census questionnaire

Kharge, Rahul object to open-ended format proposed for recording caste details; they say the
govt. must formulate a new survey form after consulting political parties, experts, and the public

Sandeep Phukan
NEW DELHI

In their joint letter, the
two leaders urged the go-
vernment to consult ex-
perts, political parties, and
the public while framing
the new questionnaire,
and use the caste surveys
conducted in Bihar and Te-
langana as workable mo-
dels to follow.

They also suggested, a
drop-down list of castes to
ensure that (different
names, sub-castes, and lin-
guistic variations do not
lead to the same caste be-
ing recorded separately.

Congress leaders Rahul Gandhi and Mallikarjun Kharge at a press

briefing in New Delhi. FILEPHOTO

isting questionnaire ) and
formulate a new-one after
consulting political parties,
experts, and-the general
public”.

The letter, dated August
20vwas released by Con-
gress general secretary Jai-
ram Ramesh at a press con-
ference on Tuesday.

‘Whitewash’

accusing the government

mat proposed for record-
ing, caste details, arguing
that the same caste could
be known by different
names, sub-castes, and lin-
guistic variants in different
parts of the country.

Absence of BC category
If these variations were re-
corded separately, they
said, a single caste could be
fragmented into thousands
of names, making the re-
sulting dataset unreliable.
They also pointed to the
absence of the term “Back-
ward Class” from the ques-
tionnaire, saying this could
prevent an accurate assess-
ment of the Other Back-
ward  Classes  (OBC)
population.

The two leaders pro-
posed that a standardised
caste list be prepared using
existing government lists,
including those of Socially
and Educationally Back-
ward Classes, along with
material from the Anthrop-
ological Survey of India.

of adopting a methodology  necessary for framing poli-
that could undermine the cies on education, employ-
purpose of the caste cen- ment, welfare, and social
justice, Mr. Kharge and Mr.
Gandhi said. They object-
ed to the open-ended for-




Rajnath approves transfer
of missile technology to
domestic defence industry

Amrita Nayak Dutta
New Delhi, August 25

IN A significant step towards
building India's conventional
missile force, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh Tuesday ap-
proved the transfer of technol-
ogy for all conventional missile
systems developed by the De-
fence Research and Develop-
ment Organisation (DRDO) to
the Indian defenceindustry. The
decision paves the way for do-
mestic production of these mis-

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh

B, the officials highlighted.

A statement issued by the
Ministry of Defefice-noted this
Transfer of Technology of con-
ventional missile systems marks
an important milestone in pro-
motinggreater participation of
domestic industries in the de-
fence ecosystem by enabling
them to undertake indigenous
production, as per applicable
qualifications, certificationsand

regulatory requirements.

It added that the provision
will ition
of missi t
toindustri i -

ing the contin
DRDO to leverage the capabil-

iti ;
“The objectiveis toenhance do-
mestic manufacturing capabil-
ities, strengthen the defence in-
dustrial b and create
opportuniti e participa-
tionof MEs and other
tec partners in the
supp! in,” it noted.

The Ministry stated the initi-
ative aims to enhance oper-
ational capability, reduce im-
port dependence and increase
domestic value addition, while
supporting growth of India'sde-
fence manufacturing sector.

“DRDO remains committed
to working closely with Indian
industrytofacilitate the transfer
and absorption of advanced de-
fence technologies and to
further strengthen the country's
indigenous defence capabil-
ities,” itadded.

The enhanced production of
conventional missile systems by
the private industry will further
aid the creation of a conven-
tional missile force. The US-Is-
rael-Iran conflict had revealed
the large-scale use of conven-
tional missile systems by all
sides to target each other.
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India, China discuss ways to
push border delimitation

Both countries stress peace in border areas during 25th Special Representatives’ talks in Beijing;

ties ‘steadily returning to normalcy’, says Doval; both nations should learn from history, says Wang

Ananth Krishnan
BEIJING

A statement from the In-
dian Embassy here said
both sides had “discussed
ways to further expand bi-
lateral cooperation, main-
tain stability, and ensure
peace and tranquility in

the border areas, and
make progress on boun-
dary delimitation," while
sustaining the( ongoing
work on transbeundary
cooperation”.

China’s Foreign Ministry
highlighted progress on
border delimitation in a

National Security Adviser Ajit Doval holds discussions with Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi in Beijing on Tuesday. ANANTH KRISHNAN

statement issued after the
25th found of talks bet-
ween the two Special Re-
présentatives (SR) on the
boundary question, saying
both sides “held in-depth
discussions on advancing
border delimitation nego-
tiations, strengthening bor-
der management and con-
trol, improving
mechanism building, and
promoting  cross-border
cooperation”.  However,

neither side provided de-
tails on which parts of the
Line of Actual Control
(LAC) were being explored
for possible delimitation.
At last year’s SR talks, both
sides agreed to set up a
working group to explore
“early harvest” border de-
limitation in some areas
along the LAC.

On broader bilateral
ties, Mr. Doval said Prime
Minister Narendra Modi

and Chinese President Xi
Jinping had given “a clear
and positive direction” to
the India-China relation-
ship which has been “stea-
dily returning to normal-
cy”. He said this round of
SR talks was “very impor-
tant particularly in the
wake of the BRICS Summit

CONTINUED ON

» PAGE 12
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WILL BE VISITING INDIA AFTER 7 YEARS AMID EFFORTS TO RESTORE TIES

Xilikely to attend BRICS in Delhi
nextmonth with large delegation

Chinese advance
team arrives to
prepare the
ground for visit

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, August 25

CHINESE PRESIDENT Xi Jinp-
ing is likely to attend the sum-
mit of BRICS leaders in New
Delhi on September 12 and 13,
The Indian Express has learnt.
Helastvisited India in October
2019, months before PLA incur-

sions along the Line of Actual
Controlin eastern Ladakh trig-
gered a military standoff be-
tween the two countries.

It is learnt that the Chinese
side has conveyed to New Delhi
that Xi is likely to come for the
leaders’ summit. An advance
team from China has arrived
forthesecurity and protocol ar-
rangements to prepare for the
President’s possible visite

It is expected that Xi will
comewithalarge delegationeof
officials, businessmen{and
state-backed médiarepresen-
tatives.

Xi's attendasceatthe BRICS

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

NSA Ajit Doval with Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yiin
Beijing, Tuesday. p1i

In Beijing, Doval and Wang
look to ‘make progress on
boundary delimitation’

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, August 25

NATIONAL SECURITY Advisor
Ajit Doval and Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi, who are the
special representatives of their
countries on the boundary
issue, held talks in Beijing Tues-
day and the Indian embassy
later said they discussed ways to

“make progress on boundary
delimitation” while “sustaining
the ongoingworkon transboun-
dary cooperation”.

Before his talks with Wang,
Doval met Chinese Vice Presi-
dent Han Zheng and China
said it urged India to view and
handle their relationship from
a “strategic and long-term

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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XiJinping
summit, the most anticipated
visit, will add to efforts by New
Delhi and Beijing to restore ties
that plummeted after the start of
the border standoffin 2020.

He last visited India in Oc-
tober 2019 when he travelled to
Mamallapuram near Chennai
for the second informal bilateral
summit of leaders.

In October 2024, Xi and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
met on the sidelines of the
BRICS summit in the Russian
city of Kazan tostart the process
of restoration of ties. The disen-
gagement of troops in eastern
Ladakh was completed next

I—Barring
any unforeseen development;
participation atthe highest level
has been conveyed to"New
Delhi.

The venue has riotyet been
announced, but the Bharat Man-
dapam in New Delhiis likely to
be the preferred choice, sources
said.

THe'Prime Minister’s Office
has conveyed to the participat-
ingeountries of BRICS that there
will be no bilateral visits along
with the summit, but there will

Eo EXPLAINED

The steps taken
Although troops arestill
massed along theLAC in
eastern Ladakh,Indiaand
Chinahavebeentaking a
series of stepstorestore ties
that tooka hitfollowing Chi-
neseincursiens. These in-
cludedirect flights, resump-
tion of visas, easing of curbs
on Chinese firms, revival of
the pilgrimage to Kailash
Mansarovar.

be bilateral meetings with the
visiting leaders.

Last Saturday, speaking on
thesituation with China, Exter-
nal Affairs MinisterS Jaishankar
said~Tthink we wentthrough a
particularly bad patch between
the summer of2020 and the au-
tumn of 2024, and that was pri-
marily an outcome of the situ-
ationintheborderareas... Atthe
end of the day, peace and tran-

quility in the border areasis a

prerequisite for good relations,
very large measure, naturally
would determine thestate of the
refations.”

Havingsaid that, I thinknat-
urally, if assuming things are
stable and the needleismore co-
operative, obviously, I mean we
are both very big economies. In
many ways, we are markets to
each other. We are part of the
supply chain. They industrial-
ised much faster and much
bigger and much earlier, largely
because of many of the policies
we advocate,” he said.




‘Border stability is

dan

eod
@%ﬁféﬁiate priority’

‘Institutionalising stability’ on the border is the immediate task for both countries rather than expecting a sudden ‘dramatic settlement’, says Chinese
strategic affairs scholar Hu Shisheng; both sides have incentive for a favourable political atmosphere forpossible leader-level interaction, he adds

Ananth Krishnan
BEIJING

“On the border, I would
expect the immediate fo-
cus to be less on a dramatic
settlement and more on in-
stitutionalising ~ stability.
The priority is to prevent
misunderstanding  and
miscalculation along the
LAC, strengthen military

and diplomatic communi-
cation, and turn last year’s
idea of an ‘early harvest’
into an operational pro-
cess,” Mr. Hu, who is Direc-
tor of the South Asia Insti-
tute at the China Institutes
of Contemporary Interna-
tional Relations (CICIR) in
Beijing, told The Hindu.

He was referring to an
agreement at last year’s
24th round on establishing
an Expert Group under the
Working Mechanism for
Consultation and Coordi-
nation (WMCC) on border
affairs to explore “early
harvest on boundary de-
limitation™.

Mr. Hu said the timing of
Mr. Doval’s visit, before the
September 12 BRICS:Sum-
mit in New Delhi, added
significance to, the visit
with Mr. Xi expected'to vi-
sit India.

Asatellite image taken in'June 2020 shows the Line of Actual

Control and Patrolling Point 14 in the eastern Ladakh sector. AP

“Both sides have a
strong incentive to keep
the, border stable and
create a favourable politi-
cal atmosphere for possi-
ble leader-level interac-
tion,” he said, adding that
he viewed maintaining sta-
bility on the border,
achieving “concrete and

operational progress” on
“early harvest” outcomes,
and creating favourable
conditions for the BRICS
Summit as immediate
priorities.

At the strategic level, he
added, Mr. Doval’s visit
would help “clear potential
obstacles ahead of the

BRICS Summit and lay the
groundwork for possible
leader-level engagement.”

He added that ensuring
no unexpected border inci-
dent before the summit,
setting the political tone
and identifying delivera-
bles for a possible leaders’
meeting, and coordinating
the handover of the BRICS
agenda from India to Chi-
na, which takes over as
chair next year, would be
three essential issues on
the table.

Gradual normalisation
The view in Beijing, as in
Delhi, is that the normali-
sation in relations since the
October 2024 meeting bet-
ween Mr. Modi and Mr. Xi
is likely to remain gradual
and measured.

“As for the broader nor-
maliation, I would de-

scribe it as strategic risk
management rather than
strategic realignment,” Mr.
Hu said.

“Recent difficulties in
India-U.S. relations may
give New Delhi greater in-
centives to diversify its
strategic options, while the
relative stabilisation of Chi-
na-U.S. ties reduces some
of the external pressure on
China-India relations. But
the structural differences
between China and India
have not disappeared.
‘What we are seeing is an at-
tempt to build a more sta-
ble form of competitive
coexistence - keeping the
border peaceful, restoring
practical cooperation, and
expanding coordination
through BRICS and the
Global South without pre-
tending that strategic co-
metition no longer exists.”



‘India, Japan eye joint
investments in Africa
for critical minerals’

Sandeep Singh
Tokyo, August 25

“Ithink we can work jointly;,
whether it is negotiatingte«
gether, sharing an opportunity
with each other of whatever
supplies that each have. Critical
minerals are going to be short,
anditisachallenge in the world
and has been very critical. My
experience is that either they
are physically located in a few
countries, or they have been
blocked by a few countries. So,
it's going to be an important
area that we have to focus on,
whether it is mining capabil-
ities or securing them for
supplies,” said Goenka.

ister Piyush Goyal, to explore
avenues for investment and
partnership.

Speaking to the media,
Goenka said that the business-
to-business meetings.in Tokyo
have been looking to explore
joint venture partnerships and
investment.opportunities in
India. He-said there is both op-
portunity and excitement, and
while investmentsin the recent
past have come within the tar-
geted time, they are now looking
at the next phase of investment.

(D

said, adding that the/Gfiérarea

and how Indian MSMEs can
learn from Japan’s high-quality
MSME industry and build ca-
pacity. Goenka expressed con-
cern while speaking on the
issue of the widening trade
deficit with Japan since the sig-
ning of the economic partner-
ship agreement in 2011.
The correspondent is in
Tokyoattheinvitation of FICCI.
FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM



Beijing accelerates South China Sea build-up

Reuters
HongKong, August 25

Vantor, acommercial pro-

vider of satellite images, said jt
took the latestimage on August
17, noting in other i at
construction _started _in
March and April.

While the purpose of the
buildings was not certain, “sev-
eral structures on Yagong Reef
resemble other military
radar/early warning facilities
seen elsewhere in South China
Sea and are likely associated
with the ultimate military func-
tions of nearby Antelope Reef,”
aVantor spokesperson said.

Reuters reported last week

that China had completed the -l‘he Chinesede-
fence ministry'did not respond

first phase of construction at
Antelope Reef, highlighting the
South China Sea as an increas-
ingly militarised arena between
Chinaand the United Statesand
its allies — and one that could
prove critical inany future con-.
flict ove

Th

Chinahas occupied the Para-
celssince 1974 when it seized
them from the na
former South Vietnam. Viet-
flam, which claims the entire
grouping as its own, has moved
inrecentyearstoexpand itsown
networkofbases inthe Spratlys.

with new installations

Asatellite view of Yagong Reef in the Crescent Group of the Paracel
Islands in the South China Sea. reuters



Trade war: Canada
declares retaliatory
tariffs on $20 billion
worth of US goods

Reuters
Ottawa, August 25

Interms of financiat support
for affected workers-and indus-
tries, Canada-announced a $54
billion package of new and en-
hanced measures including
support for small and medium-
sized businesses, a stream for
funding cash flows of com-
panies, and support for workers
at risk due to the new tariffs.

The new tit-for-tat tariffs
mark a new low in the Canada-

Lake Ontarioto
‘Lake America’:
Trump’snewidea

Washington: President Donald
Trump said Tuesday that he is
considering changing the
name ofL.ake Ontario to “Lake
America” as the trade war be-
tween the United States and
Canada intensifies.

“The United States is giving
serious consideration to chang-
ing the name of Lake Ontario to
Lake America in that we don’t
expect to doing much business
with Ontarioanylonger,” Trump
said Tuesday on social media.

Ontario is Canada’s most
populous province and ishome
tocountry’s auto industry. AP

nance Minister Francois-Phil-
ippe Champagne said.

The new tariffs are designed
so that the impact on Canadian
consumers and businesses is
minimal and could still hit the
US, agovernment official said.




‘Waning dependence on H-1B,
India spent $1 bn on STEM in US.

The Hindu Bureau

BENGALURU

ccording to the U.S. ad-
ministration, the fee would
recover immigration. sys-
tem costs and encourage
employers to hire‘and train
American workers instead
of relying on foreign la-
bour, Nasscom stated.

The proposal to fix H-1B fee at
$1,03,265was made by the U.S.
Dept..of Homeland Security

said. Nasscom further

ma S-
try _had also spent more

than'$ 1.1 billion for streng-
thening the science, tech-
nolo engineering and
line in the U.S., working
with more than 130 univer-
sities and colleges, impact-
ing 2.9 million students
and upskilling more than
2,55,000 employees.

“A proposed increase in
visa fees must therefore be
viewed in the context of
the programme’s original
purpose of enabling access
to temporary skills where
there is a shortage in the
U.S.,” Nasscom reminded
the administration while
promising it will remain ac-
tively engaged with key sta-
keholders on the matter.




CHINA SAYS ITS TIES WITH TEHRAN LAWFUL, SHOULD NOT BE DISRUPTED

Iran vows to resist widened
sanctions, says US seeks talks

‘Mediator’ Pak says
‘significant progress’
intalks over Strait

Reuters
Cairo, Washington, August 25

While he said countries that
continued trading with Iran
risked being forced out of the
dollar-based financial system,
he declined to give a timeline or
identify which may be targeted,
saying he would give them time
to comply with new directive.

repeated earlier assertions that
all mines in the strait had been
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Vessels in the Strait of Hormuz nearthe beach of Bandar Abbas,

Iran, on Tuesday. REUTERS

removed or detonated, adding
Iran had been told that anyship
or boat placing new mines
would be destroyed.

Iran’s ForeignMinistry de-
scribed the latest USsanctions as
athreat tointernationallaw and
the UN charter, saying “theissue
isnelongerlimited toIran”. “No
honourable state that values its
sovereignty and national inter-
estswillaccept normalization of
such gross lawlessness and sys-

Abbas Golroo, head of the
foreign relations committee in
Iran parliament, said Pakistan’s
army chief Asim Munir had de-
livered amessage fromthe USto
Iran Monday. “It seems the main
goal was to revive the stopped
political process,” he said.

There was no immediate

US SecretService
‘aware’ of Iranian
video threatening
BarronTrump

Washington: The US Secret Ser-
vice has confirmed it is aware
Iranian state media has aired a
video that appears to threaten
life of Barron Trump, President
Donald Trump’s youngest son.

“The US Secret Service is
aware of the video and investi-
gates anything that can be per-
ceived as a threat toward our
protectees,” Secret Service
spokesman Nate Herring said.

“Out of concern for oper-
ational security, we do not dis-
cuss matters of protective intel-
ligence,” she added.

CNN previously reported
that the Secret Service had
knowledge of the Barron
Trump threat. AP

comment from the White House
or the State Department.



India, China discuss
border delimitation

The Chinese Foreign Minister said at the start of
the talks that besides resuming the SR talks last
year, institutional mechanisms between the two
countries were resuming and both sides have
been “working hard to maintain peace and tran-
quillity in the border areas.” At last year’s talks, he
noted both sides “reached a set of common un-
derstandings on delimitation, on border manage-
ment, mechanism building and cross border
cooperation.” “Over the past year, our two sides
have worked to deliver them on the ground and
have made good progress,”he said.

The Chinese statement said the two sides “reaf-
firmed their commitment to the 2005 Political
Guiding Principles,-and, in a spirit of mutual res-
pect and mutual understanding, will leverage the
Special Representatives’ mechanism to pursue a
fair, reasonable and mutually-acceptable package
solution to the boundary question.”

“Iam happy over the past year our relationship
has been steadily returning to normalcy,” Mr. Do-
val said. According to the Chinese statement, Mr.
Wang called for “gradually building a positive nar-
rative on China-India boundary affairs, making
dialogue, peace, consultation and cooperation
the mainstream and injecting positive factors into
the sound and stable development of bilateral re-
lations™.



Rohingya refugees rally in Bangladesh
camps demanding return to Myanmar

Associated Press will not force anyone to
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The demonstrators | ‘
urged the international Exodus anniversary: Rohingya demonstrators gather during an
community to ensure se-  event atarefugee camp in Cox’s Bazar in Bangladesh. AP

curity in Rakhine state as
they marked what they call
the “Ninth Anniversary of
Rohingya Genocide Day”.

Most-of them fled across
the border in a mass exo-
dus in 2017 after Buddhist-
majority Myanmar
launched a crackdown in
Rakhine, following an at-
tack by a Rohingya Muslim

Earlier, Myanmar’s mili-
tary-backed government
said that more than
300,000 Rohingya refu-
gees living in camps in Ban-
gladesh are former resi-
dents of Rakhine state and
that it will accept their re-
turn once security condi-
tions improve.




® HISTORY

The century-long evolution of the demand{or a Gorkha state

Sweety Kumari
Kolkata, August 25

THE UNION Ministry of Home Affairs on
Saturday constituted a high-level commit-
teeto prepareaframework fora “permanent
political solution” to the Gorkha issue. This
came after a meeting of Gorkha leaders,
Home Minister Amit Shah and West Bengal
government representatives in Siliguri.

Roots in differential treatment
The Gorkhas” movement for a separate
administrative identity is among the oldest
ofitskind inIndia, goingbackover100 years.
Darjeeling and its adjacent areas — in-
cluding Kalimpong, Kurseong, the Terai,
and the Dooars — are culturally, ethnically,
and linguistically distinct from the rest of
West Bengal. Its residents speak Nepali and
have faced racial profiling. This persistent
alienation has fueled a deep-seated identity
crisis, driving the demand foraseparate state
toaffirm their identity as Indian citizens.
But its origins go further back. The
movement began in 1907, when the Dar-

jeeling Hillmen’s Association, led by
Sonam Wangel Laden La, submitted a peti-
tion to the Minto-Morley Reforms Commit-
tee seeking to separate Darjeeling and Jal-
paiguri from Bengal.

It highlighted the differences between
the populations of Darjeeling and the
plains, and argued that a legislative body
composed mostly of representatives from
the plains could not be expected to under-
stand or appreciate the needs and aspir-
ations of the hill people.

Joined by other groups, members of the
movement later presented a case to the
Simon Commission (1929) and British offi-
cials Sir Samuel Hoare and Lord Pethick=
Lawrence for an alternative governance
system, like a Chief Commissioner’s Prov-
ince, for direct rule. By 1947 theindivided
Communist Party of India (CPI) formally
submitted a memorandum for “Gorkhas-
than” tointerim leaders Jawaharlal Nehru
and Liaquat Ali Khan.

The Gorkhaland movement
Inthe 1980s, the demand for a separate

New panel’s

mandate

© The new commit-
tee is tasked with
examining all dimen-
sions of the Gorkha
issue within the
framework of the
Constitution,

® Alongside evaluat-
ing structural gov-
ernance, the panel
will examine finan-
cial assistance for
theregion and
review aroadmap to
grant ST statusto
1key Gorkha
communities.

state took on@violent, high-profile dimen-
sionunder SubhasGhising, founder of the
GorkhaNational Liberation Front (GNLF),
wholcoined the term “Gorkhaland”. The re-
sulting untestled to the creation of the Dar-
jeeling'Gorkha Hill Council (DGHC) in
1988, a semi-autonomous body that gov-
erned the hills for 23 years.

In 2007, politician Bimal Gurung
formed the Gorkha Janmukti Morcha
(GIM), reigniting the statehood demand
and leading to the establishment of the
Gorkha Territorial Administration (GTA)
in 2011 to replace the DGHC.

The hills experienced their longest and
most intense period of unrest in 2017, after
the West Bengal government announced
Bengali as amandatory language in state-
run schools across the region. As the state
cabinet held a historic meeting in Darjeel-
ing, GIM supporters clashed with security
forces, burning outposts and prompting
military intervention. The violent agitation
lasted 104 days, resulting in 11 protestor
deaths, bomb blasts that claimed the life of
acivicvolunteer, and acomplete shutdown

of the region’s tourist economy.

Changed political landscape

The fallout from the 2017 protests per-
manently altered hill politics.

State action forced Bimal Gurung
underground, creating a rift that led party
leaders Anit Thapa and Binay Tamang to
form a breakaway faction aligned with the
ruling Trinamool Congress (TMC).

This development permanently split
the Gorkha votes between TMC-backed
local administration and BJP-aligned na-
tional candidates. In the June 2022 GTA
elections, held after10 years, Thapa’s newly
formed Bharatiya Gorkha Prajatantrik Mor-
cha (BGPM) won 27 of 45 seats to take con-
trol of local governance, while the BJP and
Gurung’s GJM boycotted the process.

However, the BJP has maintained a
strong grip on parliamentary and state con-
tests, winning the Darjeeling Lok Sabha
seat in 2019 and 2024, as well as securing
victory across all three assembly seats (Dar-
jeeling, Kalimpong, and Kurseong) in the
2026 West Bengal Assembly elections.



