CRPF sub-inspector injured, two houses

torched in clash between Manipur groups

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

A Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) sub-inspec-
tor was injured and at least
two houses were torched
after violence erupted bet-
ween two groups in Mani-
pur on Monday.

Officials in Imphal said
unknown miscreants
burnt a house in the Ta-
pROUKUR il n T K

i-dominated Kangpokpi
district in the early hours.
Soon after, another house
was torched at Taphou Na-

ga village in the adjoinin
1strict.
As tension _mounted,
two groups exc an# fire
a.m. The

mspector was cau§“f 11 “g

<«

Burning streets: Aw6ad blocked by local people amid reports of
violence in Senapati, Manipur, on Monday. ANI

crossfire and got shot. He
XEFEL%M-&L.O-
ospita
= Local people in Senapati
blocked National Highway
110, 2, also know the
PR Dimapur . (Naga-
land) road, for a few hours

after the violence. Follow-
ing the incidents, the se-
curity forces heightened
alert along the highway
and in vulnerable villages

in the two districts.
The Taphou Kuki village
authority condemned the
A |

“highly deplorable, inhu-
man, and unacceptable”
arson attack, appealing to
individuals and groups to
refrain from violence, des-
truction of property, and
any actions that may furth-
er escalate tension and suf-
fering among the people.

Probe sought
“We urge the district admi-

nistration, police, and oth-

competent authorities
{G Take immediate and ap-
PrODTIATE action 1 Tavestr
gme—maae—"_s'fy
__r}f;gmmihlﬁaﬂd-@n-
sure that justice is deli-

vered in accordance with
the law,” the village author-
ity stated in a release.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10



CJP calls for march on Sept. 5
over ‘unfulfilled assurances’

Centre yet to commit to withdrawing FIRs or provide written assurance on 3 main demands, says

outfit; urges youth from across country to take part in march from India Gate to pelice headquarters

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Cockroach Janta
I Party (CJP) on Mon-

day announced a

“peaceful march” from In-
dia Gate to Delhi Police
eadquarters_on_Septem-
ber 5, alleging that the
Cefitre failed to honour the
assurances __that___had
prompted the group to end
1S 36-day agitation at Jan-
tar Mantar on July 25.
According to a state-
ment issued by the outfit
after a meeting of its na-
tional working committee,

the march would be led by
families of students who

died tfollowing the NEET
paper leak controversy as

well as the victims of al-

leged police brutality dur-
m‘rﬁﬂma
march to Parliament. It al-
so appealed to students
and youth organisations
from across the country to
participate.

The CJP said the Su-
preme Court _repeatedly

sought a list of -

gust 18 so that they could
potentially be considered

The CJP ended its stir after theCentre agreed to drop Dharmendra

Pradhan as Education Minister, among other demands. FILE PHOTO

together, but “the Union go-
;Trﬁnmmn-a
clear commitment-to with-
draw them”. The outfit ad-
ded that. it had withdrawn
the agitation in good faith,
but the assurances have not
been implemented and the
promised “written assu-
rances” were still pending.
The CJP called off its ag-
itation at Jantar Mantar af-
er the Centre agreed to its
three main demands — the
removal of Dharmendra

Pradhan_as Union Educa:
tion Minister, compensa-
tion for the families of
tho

hose who died by suicide
following the cancellation
of NEET on May 3 and

withdrawal of FIRs against
protesters.

‘Don’t betray the youth’
“Our patience cannot be
mistaken for weakness.
Our good faith cannot be-
come an opportunity for
the government to betray
the young people of this
country,” the statement
read.

“A government cannot
take the trust of an entire
generation, use it to send
young people home, and
then quietly retreat from
its own word. We will not
accept this betrayal,” the
statement added.

The outfit said the Sep-

tember 5 march would re-
main peaceful and demo-
cratic. “The families who
lost their children will walk
at the front. Victims of pol-
ice brutality will walk be-
side them. Behind them
will walk a generation de-
manding only one thing
from its government: keep
your word,” it added.

‘Without govt. support’
CJP founder and convener
P%)ilj{gt_mLkum&mx
that he had spoken to two
victims who suffered pellet
gun injuries during the July
arch. “Now they have
been left to deal with the
injuries on their own, with-
out any support from the

gm
Mr. Dipke added that he
had also written to the Edu-
cation Ministers of all
States seeking information
on government schools, in-
cluding teacher vacancies,
Budget allocations and ad-
itional duties assigned to
feachers.
“The nation must know
what steps are being taken

to improve government
schools,” he wrote.




Congress targets Modi govt. on

price rise and unemplovment

The party flags rising prices of foo

points out

that graduates account for 67% of unemploved Indians aged 20 to 29; he slams gOVL for.absence of jobs after graduation

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Congress on
TMonday targeted
the Narendra Modi

government over unem-
ployment and price rise,
with party president Malli-
karjun Kharge accusing the
government of “complete-
ly ravaging” young India’s
entire pathway from edu-
cation to employment.

Mr. Kharge cited a re-
cent NITI Aayog report es-
timating that 8.7 crore In-
ATSTIT e 15-20 age group
Were Tor Studyme, work-
ifig O TeCaing trammg.
Yout! unemp oxment
stood_at_15.6%. rising to
19.5% among young wo-
Then, Ne sald, cung me Pe-
riodic Labour Force Survey
for July.

“Where are the jobs af-
ter graduation,” Mr. Kharge
asked in a post on the so-

Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge has accused the government
of putting the youth’s future at risk. FILE PHOTO

cial media platform X,
pointing out that graduates
account for 67% of unem-
ndrans aged 20 to

29. He questioned the pro-
mise of creating two crore
€Ty year, saying that

that calculation, 24

crore jobs should have
Eeen createg m:@m
arge alleged that

lakhs of government posts

remained vacant, while se-
cure employment was in-
creasingly being replaced
by contractual and part-
time work. “Expensive and
inadequate education,
paper leaks, delayed re-
cruitment, a widening
skills gap, and disappear-
ing quality jobs have put
the future of an entire gen-
eration at risk,” he said.

“You, Modiji, promised
to CTIEve What previous
uld not do

i 70 years! You have cer-
Tamly delivered on that
boast: an education system
that costs more, infested
with RSS (Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh), ex-
aminations young Indians
cannot trust, and degrees

that increasingly come
without jobs,” the Con-
gress chief said.

The NITI Aayog report,
“Reimagining skilling for
Viksit Bharat@2047”,
based on data from the 78
round of the National Sam-
ple Survey conducted in
2021, has called for subsi-
dised training programmes
to encourage self-employ-
ment, and align skills with
local demand and emerg-
ing sectors.

The Congress also at-
tacked the government ov-
er the rising prices of es-

Xplain how
and middle class

sential commodities. The

communications

chief, Jairam Ramesh, cited

a media report on a sharp
rise in onion prices, sayin;

S 10 Nashik had in-

creased by around 76% in a

Olesale

rates had doubled in some

States.

“After sugar, now onions
too are slipping out of the
common man’s reach,” Mr.
Ramesh said on X. The go-
vernment’s buffer stock
was empty, he said, adding
that the rising prices of
milk, oil, fruits, and other
essential commodities
were adding to the burden
on households.

“The Modi government,
which claims to have ush-

e din (good

w'ere expectea to make

S Mr. Ramesh
sald.



Opposition raises concerns over

‘weakening of ISRO; Centre hits back

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The government and the
Opposition sparred on
Monday over the future of

the Indian Space Research
OTZaTISaTIoT (ISROY,~With
Congress general secretary
(communication) Jairam
Ramesh raising concern

over a reported privatisa-
tion push in the space sec:
tor, and Union Minister of
State for Science and Tech-
nology Jitendra Singh as-
serting that the country’s

space programme was be-

ing “ ”_not scaled
back.
Reports about ISRO’s fu-

ture role had raised “legiti-
mate concerns”, given the
capabilities it built over six
decades under scientists,
including Vikram Sarab-
hai, Satish Dhawan, Brahm
Prakash, U.R. Rao, and
A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, Mr. Ra-
mesh said.

ISRO’s role in rocket de-
velopment and manufac-

furing could be “severely g(coeseverey
imited”, he alleged, ad-
ding that a substantial part
of its satellite-related assets
Tansierred to

rivate companies. He

questioned the reported
plan to hand over the se-
Tond spaceport being de-
W patti-
nam in Tamil Nadu, for
which ISRO is investing

Union Minister of State for S&T Jitendra Singh says ISRO is focusing

-
@ PYE
.\"v\‘\s‘

on frontier missions such as Gaganyaan.FILE PHOTO

about 1,000 crore, to a

private company.
—

‘Over 100 resignations’
“The future of the historic
Sriharikota spaceport in
Andhra Pradesh is itself
anybody’s guess,” Mr. Ra-
mesh said. He also claimed
that 100-120 kev ISRO pro-
essionals had left the or-
anisation in  recent
months, ~perhaps seeing
thie writng on the wall’. gon the wall”.
Responding to Mr. Ra-
mesh, Dr. Singh accused
him of being determined to
“run down every Indian
achievement”.

“ISRO is not being wea-
kened. It is being e

to concentrate increasingly
on the frontier missions —
“Gaganyaan Chan-
H?axaan%= the Bharatiya
Antariksh Station, and fu-
ture missions to the moon,

Venus and Mars,” the Mi-
nister said. As India targets
50 launches a year, indus-
By would Taveto Smerge
as the manufacturer at
scale while ISRO focused
on developing next-gener-

ation__technologies _and

missions, Dr. Singh said.
He described this as the

“natural evolution” of the
space programme.

More start-ups

Citing the expansion of
“private participation, he
said India now had more

than 440 space start-ups,
and referred to the July 18
launch of Skyroot Aeros-
said was the first privatel

developed Indian rocket to
reach orbit. “That is not IS-

RO’s legacy being diluted.
That is ISRO’s legacy bear-
ing fruit,” Dr. Singh said.

Space sector is
expanding: BJP

NEW DELHI

The BJP on Monday and said
thatndia’s space programme
was expanding. Responding to
MP Jairam Ramesh’s charge,
BJP spokesperson Pradeep
Bhandari said: “I understand
your frustration with India’s
remarkable journey in space.
But the numbers tell a story
that is difficult to ignore.”

The government was
targeting a $44-billion
Space economy, requiring
“Private TocKet 1actories, sa-
tellite manufacturing facili-
ties, and a deeper supply
chain, alongside ISRO’s re-
search and frontier mis-
sions, he said.

Sriharikota would re-
main central to major pro-
grammes, including PSLV,
LVM3 and human space-
flight, while Kulasekarapat-
tinam would add capacity
for the growing small-
launch sector, he said.

Dr. Singh also cited the
increase in foreiEE satel-

ites launche ISRO
“Trom 75 before 2014 to

more than 430, an an-
drayaan-3’s successful
1 T the Moon’s

South polar region, to high-
light the government’s
space strategy.



Bills on simultaneous elections

unconstitutional: Cong. leader

Chidambaram tells JPC proposed legislation violates Constitution’s Basic Structure; think tanks

point to infirmities; while some Padma awardees support move, others say it can lead to chaoes

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

ormer Union Minis-
F ter P. Chidambaram

on Monday strongly

opposed the proposal for

and__Assemblv_elections
while appearing before the
TomT o aoT Pl
men examining the
SULUton th
Amendment) Bill, 2024,
i itories

Laws (Amendment) Bill,

2024.
He described the initia-

“monstrous”,
mmdless and “unconstl-

tutional”.

According to sources,
Mr. Chidambaram told the
committee that the pro-
posed legislation, which
seeks to synchronise Lok
Sabha and Assembly elec-
tions under the “Qqe Na-
tion, One Election” frame-
work, violates the
Constitution’s Basic Struc-
ture. The senior Congress
leader argued that curtail-
ing the tenure of 3 legisla-
ture elected for a fixed five-

P. Chidambaram

year term would directly
undermine consututional
prmciples and parliamen-
tary democracy.

‘Govt. lacks majority’

The former Home and Fi-
nance Ministér said" his
conscience did notpermit
him to support the Bills,
and contended that the go-

quired two-thirds majority
mw
tional amendment. Sourc-

es said the committee re-
corded his concerns and
invited specific suggestions
and recommendations for
improving the legislation.
The committee, headed

by BJP MP P.P. Chaudhary,
held a three-part meeting
on Monday. The first part
was with Mr. Chidamba-
ram, second part with Pad-
ma awardees, and third
with two independent
think-tanks.

A group of 10 Padma
awardees, including Tarlo-
chan Singh, Navin Khanna,
Meenakshi” Jain and Niru
Kumar, appeared before
the panel: While some sup-
ported simultaneous elec-
tions,  others cautioned
that the move could create
“chaos” in the country.

Ms. Jain argued that re-

ated enforcement of the
MGeTCode of Conducr
disrupted __development
projects, and said synchro-
nised elections would al-

IOW unmterruFtea lmRIE‘
mentation o reglonal

development
grammes.
Dr. Saumitra Rawat said

continuous election cycles

n-

pro-

dars and entrance exami-
fations such_as NEET,
while cardiologist Ashok
Seth pointed to the strain

recurrent polls placed on

he m
through _repeated diver-
sion of medi I

nistrative personnel

Many of the Padma
awardees recommended
clearer statutory provi-
sions governing election
schedules and timelines
for fresh elections.

The committee later
heard submissions from
Nation First Policy Re-
search and the Vidhi
Centre for Legal Policy,
both of which suggested
that the law in its present
form has many infirmities.
The organisations called
for clearly defined and jud-
icially reviewable grounds
for postponing Assembly
elections, fixed outer limits
for any deferment, and
mandatory parliamentary
oversight.

They also stressed the
need to avoid gov nce

vacuums_during_election
deferrals, suggesting either
Wesi-
ent’s Rule or caretaker go-
vernmEnE rEEIEEEa to

routine administration.

Simultaneous

polls possibic
in 2029, says

panel chief

Press Tr f Indi;
NEW DELHI

Holding simultaneous elec-
tions for the Lok Sabha and
e, ioc 1 9

State _Assemblies.in 202
under_“One_Nation,_One
Election” is possible if the
Constimtion s —amended
and _State s
support the move -
ing to P.P. Chaudhary, the
Chairman of the papel exa-
mining the related Bills.
Mr. Chaudhary said on
Monday that if the consti-
tutional amendment is ap-
proved in Parliament by
2028, the rollout of “One
Nation, One Election” can
begin that same year.

Under the Indian.Can-
stitution, the Statesare.em-
powered _to_hold simulta-
neous polls” hesaidafiar a
meeting of the panel.

Mr. Chaudhary said
there may be different opi-
nions of political parties,
but the committee has to
work together in the inter-
est of the country.

Mr. Chaudhary said the
Parliament mandated the
committee to fix the short-
comings, if any, and make
sure that the simultaneous
polls are held successfully.



Jaishankar meets Putin in Moscow,

hands over PM’s personal message

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Russian President Viadimir
Putin on Monday said that
he plans to meet Prime Mi-

HI?M&B_M- dra_Modi_ at
the upcoming summit of
the Shanghai Cooperation

eld at Bishkek, Kyrgyz-
stan.

He made the remarks at
the meeting with External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishan-
kar, who called on Mr. Pu-
tin in the Kremlin.

“At the beginning of our
conversation, I would like
to ask you to convey my ve-
ry best wishes to Mr. Modi.
[ hope to see him soon, as
we planned, as part of our
work within the Shanghai
Cooperation  Organisa-
tion,” said Mr. Putin,

“It looks like our sche-
dules may also allow us to
‘TMeet again _this vear, he
said.

At the meeting in the
Kremlin, Mr. Jaishankar

Cordial visit: VladimirPutin and S. Jaishankar during their meeting
at Senate Palace of theKremlin in Moscow, Russia, on Monday. PTI

briefed the Russian Presi-
dent about his'meetings in
Moscow and said, “Prime

Minister Modi_looks for-
ward to meeting you at the
SCO summit, tﬁen welcom-
ing you to India for_the
BRICS Summit, and, in due
course, as per your mutual
convenience, nhaving the
annual summit, so we have
a very strong picture of
cooperation to present.”
Mr. Jaishankar handed
over a personal message

from the Prime Minister to
Mr. Putin.

‘Imbalance in trade’
The External Affairs Minis-
ter also co-chaired the 27"
India-Russia Inter-Govern-
menta ommission  on
Trade, Economic, Scientif-
ic, Technological and Cul-
tural Cooperation with
First Deputy Prime Minis-
ter Denis Manturov.

“Our discussions fo-
cused on our wide-ranging

cooperation in trade, in-
vestments, energy, fertiliz-
ers, nuclear, connectivity,
technology, space and mo-
bility domains,” said Mr.
Jaishankar after the meet-
ing with Mr. Manturov and
his team. He added that bi-
lateral India-Russia trade
should aim to

billion_by 2030 _but_cau-
tioned against growing im-
balance in bilateral trade.
“Progress on market ac-
cess, removal of tariff and
non-tariff barriers, streng-
thening payment mechan-
isms, and stronger busi-
ness-to-business
engagement will be critical
for addressing this imba-
lance and achieving our
shared_objective of U.S.
$100 billion in bilateral
trade by 2030,” he said,
cailfg for growing engage-
ment between Indian and
Russian businesses. He re-
ferred to the “complicated

international scenario”_as

a window for new oppor-

tunities and “de-risking”.




‘Standard practice’

followed, say officials

on US. envoy remarks

Kallol Bhattacherijee
NEW DELHI

Indian officials followed
the “standard practice” of

checking the modalities for
public appearances by

Prime Minister Narendra

Modi ahead of his meeting
with U.S. President Donald
Trump on the sidelines of
the G7 summit in France
earlier this year, official
sources said on Monday.

This comes hours after
U.S. Ambassador Sergio
Gor claimed that the Exter-
nal Affairs Ministry had
asked for the press event
not to feature questions,
Mr. Gor went on to say that
Mr. Trump subsequently
forgot about the purported
request and went on to
answer questions from
journalists for45 minutes.

“Discussions regarding
arrangements for public
appearances of leaders are
normal practice ahead of
any VVIP visit. In this re-
gard, the Indian side com-
municated its standard
practice for such visits,” a
source said, referring to
the interaction between
Mr. Modi and Mr. Trump in
Evian, France, on June 17,
2026.

Addressing a media con-
clave on Sunday, Mr. Gor
said the Ministry had an
“ask” regarding making
the meeting between the
two leaders free of ques-
tions from the press.

Mr. Trump, however,
forgot about the Indian
side’s “ask”, Mr. Gor

Sergio Gor

claimed, andproceeded to
answer 'questions. “A 45-
minute press conference
followed, and everything
was on the table,” he said.
Official sources, howev-
er, pointed out that during
the press interaction, all
questions, both from U.S.
and Indian presspersons,
were aimed at Mr. Trump
and that Mr. Modi was not

asked any questions.

‘PM afraid of media’
Meanwhile, the Congress
said the office of the Prime

Minister was being “dimin-
ished and disrespected”.
In a post on X, Congress
leader Pawan Khera said
Mr. Gor’s remarks were re-
vealing, suggesting that
avoiding questions from
the media was a regular
practice under Mr. Modi.

“Why is Modi so afraid of
facing th ia?” he
asked.

In another post, Mr.
Khera said Mr. Trump had
not taken Mr. Modi's con-
cern ] . “A com-
promised PM is not taken
seriously,” he said.




U.S. vows ‘economic asphyxiation’

of Iran with new set of sanctions

Washington says expanded secondary sanctions will target Iran’s digital assets, technology, gold, aviation and shipping;

warns other nations to cut off financial ties with Iran; Tehran calls US. financial offensive ‘an admission of military defeat’

Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON AND TEHRAN

.S. Treasury Secre-
U tary Scott Bessent
on Monday laid out

plans for the “economic as-
phyxiation” of Iran, ex-
panding Washington’s se-

condary sanctions threats

and warning of dire conse-
‘Quences Tor countries that
ao Tot join the campaign.
e —nomeement
comes almost six months
into a war on Iran that has
ground to a stalemate, with
stalled peace talks and
Tehran blocking most traf-
fic through the crucial
Strait of Hormuz.

Mr. Bessent earlier said
the United States was de-
claring an “economic D-

Mural messaging: Commuters pass a giant billboard depicting
U.S. President Donald Trump ifr Tehran on Monday. Ap

Day”_on Iran; but his an-
nouncement - named no

Specific_countries bevond
ran and no timelines.
“Around the globe, our
objective is to sever every
economic lifeline that sus-
tains this tyrannical regime

until Tehran stands alone,”
Mr. Bessent told a press
conference. “We are going
to hold everyone accounta-
ble, and this is economic
asphyxiation  of  this
regime.”

He added that countries

net joining U.S. sanctions
would “share in the isola-
tion” of Iran, and noted
that President Donald
Trump was making phone
calls to world leaders with
requests to stop interac-
tions with Tehran.
The Treasury Depart-
ment said expande -
ary sanctj -

get Iran’s _digital _assefs,
technology, gold, aviati
4nd shipping sectors.
=i 2 post before the an-
nouncement, Deputy Fo-
reign Minister Kazem Gha-
ribabadi said the latest U.S.
threats were an admission
of military defeat, and
warned countries against
aiding Washington.

“Your narrative doesn’t
add up,” Mr. Gharibabadi

said, asking why, if Wash-
ington had achieved its
goals, “there is a need for
the largest financial inva-
sion in history”.

“Is this a victory or an
B T A T
defeat?’

Iran’s  Parliamentary

Speaker Mohammad Bagh-
.. threats, saxinF on X
that “economically, the

U3, s not in a position that
WOUTTallow it to further
1ts relations with

other countries e
On Monday, Pakistan’s

Army chief Asim Munir vi-
sntea Tran and met with MT.

1baf. Islamabad played

a

April ceasefire_that later
fell apart.



The Mecca pactis forjoint

defence. Against whom?

&

-8
DP
SRIVASTAVA

NATO’s travails
in Ukraine and
absenceinthe
Iran war point
tothe fact that
what mattersis
common threat
perception, not
aformal pact.
Within the
Mecca
Agreement, the
threat
perceptions
differ

HOUGH THERE is a pause in
the shooting war, the situ-
ation in West Asia continues
to be volatile. The Strait of
Hormuz remains closed.
Houthi attacks on the Bab el-Mandeb at
the mouth of the Red Sea have closed the
second waterway for the transport of
Saudi oil to Asian markets. This also af-
fects shipments of Russian crude oil to

India. Amid these developments, Saudi

Arabia, Turkey and Pakistan have signed
the Mecca Joint De!ence Ereement. This
raises the question: Joint defence against
whom? There could be three possible
threats: The Houthis, Iran, and Israel.
The joint statement issued after the
Makkah Al-Mukarramah Summit stipu-
lates that “any armed attack against any
of the three states shall be re. n
attack against them all”. However, the ex-
tent and nature of commitments by the
three countries for joint defence are not
known. Nor has the geographical scope of
such an arrangement been spelt ouf. Will
this include conflicts outside West Asia?
Can Pakistan invoke it in case of an.Indian

i rror attac
an

lantic Treaty provides for collective self-
defence but limits itsscope to Europe. The
only time Articless was invoked was in

i post 9/11. NATO’s travails in
Ukrainednd absence in the Iran war point

to thefact that what matters is common
threat perception. not a formal pact.

Within the Mecca Agreement, the threat
perceptions differ. Houthi attacks on Red
Sea shippingdo not pose adirect threat to
Turkey or Pakistan. Turkey is more con-
cerned with the Israeli presence in Syria.
Pakistan regards India an anistanas

threats. In 2015, Pakistan did not take part
in the action against the Houthis despite

Isthe Mecca Agreement an alliance of
Sunni powers against Shia Iran? Iran has
emerged as the most important regional
power, having withstood more than
23,000 Israeli and US bombing raids in
the war. Can Turkey and Pakistan provide
Saudi Arabia with the protection from Ira-
nian retaliation that the US could not?
However, they do not mind sharing Saudi

riches. The accord gives Pakistan a diplo-
matic profile at a time when its economy
IS Sinki litis] = b
lems in Balochistan and PoK. Saudi Ara-
bia and Pakistan had signed a Strategic

Mutual Defence Agreement (SMDA) last
year. A Pakistan Air Force contingent and
13,000 ground troops were deplo in
the eastern part of Saudi Arabia in April
this year. Did the Pakistanis fire a single

shot in discharge of their obligations
under the SMDA?

The third possible threat is Israel. PM
Netanyahu’s pronouncement of a Greater
Israel may have made Arab governments
uncomfortable. However, the US um-
brella could provide better protection to
Saudi interests than Turkey could.

The trilateral pacthas not gone unno-
ticed in'Tehran. 'I'Eeiﬁ'luentlﬁ daily Kay-
han, close tosthe IRGC, has carried a
strong editorial against Pakistan, ques-
tioning itscredentials as a neutral medi-

“ator injrans talks with the US. In PaKis-

tan,Shia eleric Jawad Naqvi has already
criticised the government for joining
thealliance.

India has friendly relations with Saudi
Arabia. Itisagood customer for Saudi oil.
Saudi Arabia has a mature diplomatic es-
tablishment. It will nevertheless be useful
to sensitise them to our concerns. If at-
tacked, India is bound to exerciseits right
of self-defence.

The lasting solution to the West Asia
crisis is mainstreaming Iran, so that it has
a stake in a peaceful region. The June 17
MoU holds the promise of lifting both sec-
ondary and primary sanctions against
Iran. This goes beyond the Obama-era nu-
clear deal. Iran’s capacity to dominate
Hormuz is tacitly recognised by all coun-
tries. This should be used as a deterrent
against future aggression, rather than as
a toll, which wou% bring asmall fraction
of the revenue Iran couia earn from the
export of 1ts o1l and petrochemicals once
sancuonsare lifted. The USshould lift the

ockade. The nuclear issue need no
insurmountable. Iran has already com-
‘Titted in the MoU to not " procure or de-
velop nuclear weapons”. The US has to
moderate its demands. Insistence on
“zero enrichment” will only be a deal-

breaker. Iran has a legitimate sense of

grievance. It was twice attacked by Israel
and the US amid negotiations. But the fu-

ture of its people is more important. The
alternative to an agreement is continued
disruption of global oil supplies, loss of
revenue for the Gulf states and Iran, and
chaos in West Asia.

The writer is former ambassador to Iran.
He negotiated the Chabahar Agreement



U.S. administration

proposes $1.03 lakh

fee for H-1B visas

Press Trust of India
WASHINGTON

The U.S. on Monday pro-
posed a $103,265 fee for all
H-1B visa cap-subject appli-
cations, including those

eligible for the advanced

degree exemption, the De-
partment of Homeland Se-
curity (DHS) said.

The new proposal came
a month after a federal ap-
peals court rejected a plea
to stay a district judge’s or-
der overturning the [Do-
nald] Trump administra-
tion plan to charge a
$1,00,000 fee for H-1B visa
applications.

“...DHS proposes to im-
plement the USD 103,265
amount as a separate, addi-
tional H-1B fee rather than
combining it with the exist-
ing H-1B petition fee,” the
notice said.

It said the fee would ap-
ply only to H-1B cap-sub-

ject petitions, ~including
those eligible ‘for the ad-
vanced degree exemption,
but not“ to cap-exempt
filings:

The proposed fee is
specifically to recover the
interagency costs de-
scribed in this rule and
having a standalone fee is
intended to facilitate track-
ing, allocation, and report-
ing of the associated reve-
nue, the DHS said.

The U.S. Congress set
the current annual regular
cap for the H-1B category at

65,000, commonly known
as the “regular cap”. It also

set aside 20,000 additional
H-1B visas for workers who
hold a Master’s degree or
higher from a U.S. college,
commonly called the Mas-

ter's cap.




