Search continues for 22 from
vessel that sunk off Odisha

Satyasundar Barik
M. Kalyanaraman

BHUBANESWAR/CHENNAI

According to the latest
reports from the Navy and
the ICG, two Chinese crew
members of the ill-fated
M.V. Ocean Winner, which
was carrying iron ore from
Odisha, were rescued,

even as Navy ships and air-
craft continued to search
for the remaining crew.

Stormy voyage
The MV Ocean Winner with a 24-member crew had'left
the Paradip Port in Odisha on August 20

® The Panama-
flagged ship’s crew
included 20 from
China, three from
Myanmar, and one

= During the last inspéction of the ship

in June, Bangladesh-authorities reported
three deficiencies, including in its magnetic
compass

from Bangladesh ~

® The ship, built
in 1998, has
changed hands
many times and“ |
its current owners
are locatediin
Fujian;China

The Eastern Naval Com-
mand said on X that it res-
ponded to the distress al-
ert by deploying the P8I
surveillance aircraft in
coordination with MRCC,
Sri Vijaya Puram. “The In-
dian Navy aircraft located a
geographically dispersed
liferaft in the area and soon

Last leg: The 28-year-old bulk carrier can
haul a cargo of around 73,000 tonnes and
was in its end-of-life period. FILE PHOTO

coordinated with MT Aiso-
pos, which was transiting
nearby, with a request for
the merchant vessel to ren-

The Navy said it conti-
nues to coordinate with
the ICG in the operation to
find the remaining crew.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12



Search continues for 22
from vessel that sunk

“Sustained monitoring and focused aerial search
by Indian Navy P8I MR aircraft led to the success-
ful detection of two floating liferafts and oil slick
near the reported position,” the Navy posted on X.

According to Equasis, a global merchant ship-
ping database, Ocean Winner (IMO 9145530) was a
28-year-old vessel that could carry around 73,000
tonnes of cargo.

Built in 1998, it was 225 metres long and 32.26
metres wide, and wasn its end-of-life period. Pe-
riodic inspections by mnational authorities unco-
vered several deficiencies. The last inspection by
Bangladesh authorities in Chittagong this June re-
ported three deficiencies, including in the ship’s
magnetic compass. Ocean Winner was covered by
Protection and Indemnity insurance that would
compensate for the loss of life. The insurance is
up-to-date, starting from August 1, 2026. The ship
has changed hands many times, starting with
Greek ownership. The current owner is located in
Fujian, China.

(With inputs from Saurabh Trivedi in New Delhi)



NATIONAL HORTICULTURE BOARD
After Minister, Secy’s
kin availed of agri
subsidy scheme,
new rules bar them

Ministers, MPs,
MLASs, officers

no longer eligible;
definition of
family changed

Harikishan Sharma
New Delhi, August 23

The NHB, an autonomous

body under the Ministry of

Agriculture and Farmers Wel-

fare, amended the scheme

guidelines on August 21.

“With a view to rationalise
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

COPRRAS e

Union Minister gets Rs 99 lakh
subsidy for his cocumber farm —
from scheme under own ministry
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The Expressteport on cucumber
farm subsidies dated June 27

eThenewguidelines

1. Present holders of
Constitutional posts;

2. Ministers, MoS, MPs, MLAs,
MLCs, Mayors, chairpersons

of district panchayats;

3. Serving employees of
Central/State
govt, ministries/
departments,
PSUs, autonomous
bodies and local
bodies, except
MTS/Class-IV/Group-D staff;

4. Retired pensioners receiving
monthly pension of Rs 10,000

or more, excluding MTS/Class-IV/
Group-D employees;

5. Group of farmers




Doval heads to Beijing,
boundary talks with
Wang Yitomorrow

NSA visit comes
ahead of BRICS
summit in Delhi
next month

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, August 23

AHEAD OF a possible visit by
Chinese President Xi Jinping to
India for the summit of the
BRICSleaders next month, Na-
tional Security Advisor Ajit
Doval is travelling-to ‘Beijing
Monday for Special Represen-
tative-level talkson the bound-
ary issue -with his Chinese
counterpart Wang Yi.

Doval and Wang are the desig-
nated SRs for the boundary
talks mechanism which wases-
tablished in 2003 to compre-
hensively address the long-
standing boundary dispute
between the two countries.
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NSA Ajit Doval is India’s Special

Representative for boundary
talks with China

Thetwo countries have been
moving to repair ties that plum-
meted after the military stand-
off alongthe Line of Actual Con-
trol (LAC) in eastern Ladakh.
Since late2024, both sideshave
taken steps to ease tensions.

After he met Wang in New
Delhi last year, Doval said the
India-China border had been

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2



Doval heads to Beijing, boundary
talks with Wang Yi tomorrow

“quiet” and there had been an
“upward trend” in bilateral
ties.

Earlier this month, re-
sponding to a question on re-
ports of some tension along the

This was reiterated at a

meeting of the Working Mech-

anism for Consultation and Co-
ordination on India-China
Border Affairs (WMCC). “At this
meeting, the two sides engaged

in frank discussions and re-
viewed the situation along the
LAC,” Jaiswal said.

On Saturday, External Af-
fairs Minister S Jaishankar,
speaking on the situation with
China, said: “I think we went
through a particularly )bad
patch between the summer of
2020 and the autumnof 2024,
and that was primarily an out-
come of the&ituation in the
border areas.”

“Attheend of the day, peace
and ttangquility in the border
areasis a prerequisite for good
relations, and the state of the
border, to averylarge measure,
naturally would determine the
state of the relations. Having
said that, I think naturally, if as-
suming things are stable and
the needle is more cooperative,
obviously, I mean we are both
very big economies. In many
ways, we are markets to each
other. We are part of the supply
chain. They industrialised
much faster and much bigger
and much earlier, largely be-

cause of many of the policies
we advoeate;” he said.

“The world is competitive.
We, ‘must build up our
strengths. We have to do busi-
ness with the entire world.
That includes China too, but it
isimportant we deal with them
confidently. We stand our
ground, as we have stood on
the border. We develop our
strengths, which unfortu-
nately from the 1960s for halfa
century, we did not do. We have
to make up for the shortcom-
ings and the mistakes of the
past, and that is really what we
are hoping to do. So I think a
stronger, more self-reliant
India, a more industrialised
India, a more manufacturing
India will be able to actually
compete with China as it will
with other major countries of
the world,” he said.

Jaishankar said the govern-
ment had “taken up” with
Chinathe problem of business
visas being faced by Indian ap-
plicants.



Help operationalise women’s
reservation: Smriti to Rahul

BJP general secretary asks Leader of Opposition to support the PM’s initiative on providing 33%

reservation for women; she appeals for full rendition of Vande Mataram at Cong. headquarters

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

haratiya Janata Par-
B ty (BJP) general se-

cretary Smriti Irani
challenged the Leader of
the Opposition in the Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi to de-
monstrate his publicly ex-
pressed sentiments on wo-
men’s empowerment by
offering support to the go-
vernment’s Bills, which
could operationalise the
Women’s Reservation Act,
2023. Ms. Irani’s remarks
came after Mr. Gandhi’s
speech at the Congress’s
‘Chaatron ki Goonj’ (echo
of students) event in Pune
on Sunday.

Mr. Gandhi had ad-
dressed a gathering of
mainly women students at
the public meeting. He had
sharp words for the go-
vernment’s approach’ on
women’s empowerment,
and the doxxing of women
protesters at the Gen Z
protests led by the Cock-
roach Janta Party at Jantar
Mantar in the national cap-
ital in July.

BJP national general secretary Smriti Irani during a meeting at the
party headquarters in'New.Delhi on Saturday. PTi

in New Delhi, spoke of the
Bill linking delimitation to
reservation for women.
“Former national presi-

dent of the Congress party
stated at an event that he
supports women. Today, I
would like to make a re-
quest to the former nation-
al president. Prime Minis-
ter Modi has passed a law
providing 33% reservation
for women across the
country, enabling them to
enhance the dignity of the
nation’s Parliament. Prime
Minister Modi has ap-
pealed to all political par-
ties to cooperate with him
in the swift implementa-
tion of this women’s reser-
vation law. I humbly ask
him to support the Prime
Minister’s initiative, specifi-
cally the swift implementa-

tion 'of the law providing
33% reservation for wo-
men and enabling them to
take on leadership roles in
Parliament,” the former
Union Minister said.

National Song rendition
Ms. Irani added that she
was also “aware of” certain
remarks made by Mr.
Gandhi about the Hindu
religion and appealed for
the full rendition of Vande
Mataram at the Congress
headquarters.

“I am also aware that re-
marks regarding the Hindu
religion were made at that
Congress leader’s event
yesterday. Given that he
has invoked religion, I
make one further request
to that leader — the lines of
Vande Mataram that were
halted at the Congress
headquarters actually con-
tain a reference to Goddess
Durga. Regarding Mother
Durga, whom we worship
as the embodiment of
Shakti, the full rendition
and singing of Vande Mata-
ram should take place at
the Congress headquar-
ters. This would reflect the
interest and inclination
they have shown towards
women’s issues,” she said.




‘No new HINI strain in India,
existing vaccines sufficient’

Influenza strains circulating are well matched with the vaccine strains, and the seasonal flu is

self-limiting, ICMR says, adding that people with underlying conditions are at risk of complication

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

he Indian Council
Tof Medical Re-
search (ICMR) on

Sunday said that the In-
fluenza A (HIN1) viruses
currently circulating in the
country belong to the A/
Missouri/11/2025  (HIN1)
pdmO9-like virus strain. It
clarified that no new strain
of HINI has been identified
and there is no cause for
panic.

“These viruses belong
to clade 6B.1A.5a2a, sub-
clade D.3.1.1, and have
been in circulation since
2025. The Influenza strains
currently circulating are al-
so well matched with the
vaccine strains recom-
mended for the Northern
Hemisphere,” the ICMR
said.

“Seasonal influénza, in-
cluding HIN1, is mostly
self-limiting,” it added.

Common symptoms of
the illness include fever,
cough, headache, and bo-
dy ache, and most people
recover with appropriate
care and rest.

However, young chil-
dren, elderly persons, and
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Patients wait at the swineflu (H1N1) outpatient department in Ram

Manohar Lohia Hospitatin New Delhi in 2015. V. SUDERSHAN

individuals with underly-
ing medical conditions
may-be at a greater risk of
complications. If symp-
toms' persist, worsen, or
become severe, consulta-
tion with a doctor is ad-
vised, it said.

The Union Health Minis-
try has said that it is closely
monitoring the situation
through regular surveil-
lance and is undertaking
necessary public health
measures.

India has registered a
rise in seasonal Influenza A
(HIN1) cases, commonly
called swine flu, this mon-

soon, especially in major
cities. Delhi has reported
1,777 confirmed HINI cases
so far this year, including
114 new cases on August
20. Karnataka has regis-
tered over 4,000 cases,
with more than half report-
ed from Bengaluru. Rising
influenza activity has also
been reported in Mumbai,
Chennai and parts of
Kerala.

Past trends

The National Centre for
Disease Control (NCDC) da-
ta show that HIN1 activity
was relatively low in 2021

(778 cases, 12 deaths) after
the pandemic period, but
rebounded sharply in 2022
(13,202 cases, 410 deaths)
and remained substantial
in 2023 (8,125 cases, 129
deaths). By June 2024, In-
dia had already recorded
7,215 cases and 150 deaths,
and year-end numbers
were higher. The NCDC’s
2025 reporting shows that
HiIN1 continued to circulate
across multiple States.

The NCDC maintains a
nationwide influenza sur-
veillance network and pu-
blishes State-wise data and
HINI treatment/prevention
guidelines. It recommends
seasonal influenza vaccina-
tion based on WHO strain
recommendations. For the
2025-26 season, India’s re-
commended trivalent vac-
cine included HiIN1, H3N2
and B/Victoria compo-
nents, with circulating In-
dian HINI strains aligning
with vaccine strains.

“People at higher risk
should consider annual
vaccination and seek medi-
cal advice promptly if flu
symptoms become sev-
ere,” Anil Bansal of the Del-
hi Medical Association
said.



PM calls upon space
start-ups to make
India a talent hub

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has called upon In-
dia’s private space sector
to build an ecosystem that
can attract global talent,
companies, and invest-
ment, saying the country
should create an “aura”
that makes it a destination
for people seeking to build
careers in the sector.

Mr. Modi’s remarks

came during an interaction
with CEOs and founders of
20 Indian space start-ups
in Delhi on Friday, the
transcript of which “was
made public on Sunday,

“You have shown cour-
age in entering a new
field,” Mr. Modi told the en-
trepreneurs. “We should
create such an aura that
people around the world
feel that if they want to
build a future in this field,
they should come to In-
dia,” he said. “India’s space
sector can become a mag-
net for the global talent
pool.”

Mr. Modi highlighted In-
dia’s cost competitiveness

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
interacted-with the founders of
space start-ups on Friday.

and talent, saying these ad-
vantages could help the
country quickly establish
itself in the global space in-
dustry. He urged start-ups
to look beyond space appli-
cations and work with sec-
tors such as agriculture, liv-
estock, and dairy, as well
as with organisations that
work for the environment
to improve lives.

The entrepreneurs out-
lined a range of ambitions.
Skyroot Aerospace, repre-
sented by its co-founder
and CEO, Pawan Kumar
Chandana,  highlighted
plans to scale rocket pro-
duction and launches after
its July 18 orbital mission.

He urged the start-ups
to work with Atal Tinker-
ing Labs to nurture interest
in space among schoolchil-
dren.



SUPREME LEADER SETS THE POLICIES, WE FOLLOW, SAYS IRAN PRESIDENT

US memorandumbestpath
outof war, SaYS Pezeshkian

Will target alternate
shipping routes if
neighboursjoin
war: Security chief

Associated Press
Tehran, August 23

In a speech published by
state-run IRNA early on‘Sun-
day, he said members.of Iran’s
Supreme National Security
Council believed the memoran-
dumrepresented the best poss-
ible agreement based on what
he described as dignity, wisdom
and the national interest.

Iran President Masoud.Pezeshkian during a press meet in llam. riLe

amounts to capitulation,” 'c-
zeshkian said. FESSHPIEHIE

That period ended last
week, but the two sides remain
far apart, with no signs of com-
promise on the crucial issue of
reopening the Strait of Hor-
muz, vital to global shipping.

“If (Trump) wants to do
something, we will retaliate in
aseismic manner,” Mohsen Re-

Pak army chief
tovisit Iran today

Cairo: Pakistan’s army chief
Asim Munirwill visit Tehran on
Monday to continue efforts to
bring peace and security to the
region, Iran’s foreign ministry
spokesperson Esmaeil Baghaei
said on Sunday, according to a
statement by the ministry.
Two Pakistani government
sources confirmed Munir’s visit
toReuters. “He (Munir) will dis-
cuss peace under Islamabad’s
MoU, Trump’s warning and the
situation after the Pakistan-
Turkey-Saudi Arab Agreement
and Houthi issues with Iranian
leaders,” sources said. REUTERS

zaei said in an interview with
that aired Saturday.

Rezaei was named this
month as part of senior ap-
pointments widely seen as har-
dening Tehran’s political and
military stance. His interview
with IRIB is his most extensive
public statement since then.



Wigs to flags: Trump tariffs hit Canada hard

lan Austen
Ottawa, August 23

Thetariffs followed PM Mark
Carney’s decision to end nearly
a month of trade talks with
Washington. “They asked too
much and offered toolittle,” Car-

cohol is also

struction costs.
prominent, the Trump admin-

¢ WHAT'SHITBY NEW50% TARIFFS?

From plywood and dairy to Christmas orn
cover $20 billion in Canadian exports, wi

Wood: Plywood and other forest
products

Alcohol: Wine, spirits and unusual
beverage mixtures

Industrial: Egg graders, marine
buoys, derricks and sandblasters

Clothing: Anoraks, jackets, T-
shirts, dresses, gloves and mere

Dairy: Canadian daity products
Festive goods: Christmas

ornamentsytoys and carnival items

Hoausehold: Bedroom
furniture, safes and
sunblind

Other: National flags,
jewelry and honey

aments and dag collars, new 50% duties
th Ottawavowing doIIar-for-d?IIar retaliation.

11, (eI National ﬂag‘s', Ch-ristmas ornaments, Painting canvas, Dog muzzles,Hockey sticks,
[]/[Z98  Bookbinding machines, Base metal statuettes, wigs (partial), false beards, eyebrows

istration has been particularly
vexed by the fact that eight of Ca-
nada’s 10 provinces still restrict
USwineand spirits from their
government-owned liquor dis-
tribution system and stores.
Dairy products are another

Clothing and textiles also
take a hit. Like the US, much of
Canada’s clothing production

moved overseas long ago, and
some Canadian online retailers
sell goods made abroad to US
customers. Simply shipping
things from Canada triggers the
tariffs, regardless of where the
products were made. NYT



Beyjing postpones Moon
exploration mission launch

Associated Press
Haikou, August 23

The mission does notmeet
the launch conditions,.said the
ChinaManned Space Agencyin
a brief statement;and “cannot
take place during the planned
window thisyear.”

The decision was made fol-
lowing a “comprehensive assess-
ment,” the agency added, and
was based on the principles of
“prudence, reliability and abso-
lute mission success.” It did not
furtherelaborate onthereasons
behind the decision.

China’s Chang’e-7 lunar probe
and Long March-5 rocket at the
launch site in Hainan. FiLE

Preparations have been car-
ried out at the Wenchanglaunch
site for the Chang’e-7 mission
over the pastweeks, the seventh
inthe Chang'e moon exploration
program. It aimed at making
breakthroughs in key techno-
logies, the official Xinhua news
agency previously reported.




Dhaka open tojoining
Saudi-Pak-Turkiye
defence pact: Ministers

Press Trust of India
Dhaka, August 23

Signed in Makkah on Au-
gust 7, the pact establishes a

framework for collective deter-
rence and stipulates that an
armed attack on any one of the
three countries would be con-
sid attack on all three:

In an interview with the
Banglaservice of state-run BSS

He said Bangladesh would
also strengthen bilateral ties

Bangladesh

maintains a
positive approach
towards possibility of
joining an economic
or defence framework
involving Saudi
Arabia, Pakistan
and Turkive...”

HUMAYUN KOBIR,

STATE MINISTER FOR
FOREIGN AFFAIRS

with Pakistan through normal
diplomatic engagement, focus-
ing on trade and people-to-
people connectivity.

Kobir, appointed as the sec-
ond state minister for foreign
affairs on Friday, said Prime
Minister Tarique Rahmanis ex-
pected to visit Riyadh at Saudi
Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman's invitation and the
tour schedule is likely to be fi-
nalised after the summer.

Another state minister for
foreign affairs, Shama Obaed
Islam, in a separate media in-
teraction on Friday,supple-
mented Kobir's comments,
saying that Bangladesh's na-
tional interest and the inter-
ests of its people would deter-
mine Dhaka's stance on
joining the pact.



On battle anniversary, Taiwan leader
vows never to vield an inch’to China

Reuters
TAIWAN

Taiwan has controlled
the Kinmen and Matsu is-
lands since the Republic of
China government fled to
Taipei in 1949 after losing a
civil war with Mao Ze-
dong’s communists.

Honouring the falten: Soldiers pay tribute during the anniversary
of the 1958 Taiwan Strait Crisis in Kinmen, Taiwan, on Sunday. Ap

In heavy rain, Mr. Lai
laid a wreath and bowed at
a memorial park for the

known as the start of the
second Taiwan Strait crisis.
Addressing veterans la-

ter, Mr. Lai expressed grat-
itude to those who “stood
united and fought a bloody
battle to repel Communist
totalitarian aggression”.

“Our resolve to unite in
defending national sove-
reignty and safeguarding
peace across the Taiwan
Strait must never waver,”
Mr. Lai said.

The 1958 battle proves
“that peace is secured
through strength,” he said,
adding it was necessary to
maintain “the spirit of nev-
er yielding an inch” of Tai-
wan, Kinmen and other
group of islands, while
continuously boosting mili-
tary spending.



New sanctions a sign of ‘desperation,
U.S. measures will fail, says Araghchi

US. expected to announce ‘toughest sanctions in history’ on Iran today; Iranian Minister says Washington must speak to
Tehran respectfully for ‘a solution based on justice and honour’; shipping remains.at a virtual standstill in Strait of Hormuz

Reuters
DUBAI

‘ Describing what he said  Trump has warned of eco-

were “repetitive scena- nomic consequences
rios”, Mr. Araghchi said in  against any country that
a video posted on Tele- provides “any type of life-
line to Iran”.

Passing facade: A womanWalks by a mural depicting Iran’s late
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei in Tehran. REUTERS
Munir to visit Tehran

the Islamic Republic since
the. US. and Israel
launched attacks on Febru-
ary 28.

But Tehran remains de-
fiant after nearly six
months of war and has
brought shipping to a vir-
tual standstill in the Strait
of Hormuz.

U.S. President Donald

Iran said Pakistan’s Army
chief, Asim Munir, would
visit Tehran on Monday as
part of efforts to restore
peace and security in the
region.




Putin wants to draft 3,00,000 new troops; sé&s Zelenskyy

Reuters B
Kyiv, August 23 ) .

d T
ahead with an effort to capture
rest of eastern Ukraine’s indus-
trialised Donbas region, where
its troops have ground forward
atwhat Kyiv says is a great cost.

place in the central cities,” he
said. “But I don't think they will
beableto hideit very well.”
Asfighting ragesaround the
strategic city of Kostiantynivka,
Zelenskiy said Russiawaslosing
a“maximum”amount of troops

(From left) Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, Norway PM
Jonas Gahr Stoere, Lithuania’s President Gitanas Nauseda and
Denmark’s PM Mette Frederiksen inKyiv on Sunday. reuters

in its bid to advance into
‘Ukraine’s so-called fortress belt
of eastern cities. He also hailed
recent gains by Kyiv’s troops in
southeastern Ukraine, adding
theamount ofterritory occupied
by Russia and liberated by

KyivHolding awartime election
in Ukraine while active fighting
with Russia continues would
“destroy” the country by split-
ting Ukrainians, President Vol-
odymyr Zelenskyy said.

His comments, released to
reporters on Sunday, were Ze-
lenskyy’s first on the subject
since ousted former Defence
Minister Mykhailo Fedorov
called for a wartime poll in a
bombshell address last week.

“I believe that if we want to
destroy the country, then we can
move towards elections during
thiskind of war,” Zelenskyy said.

Echoing his previous com-
ments on the matter, Zelenskyy
said awartimeelection mightbe
possible if Kyiv’s partners could
guarantee security, but that no
one has proposed such a plan.

“Elections right now are a
tsunami for the state, which will
split Ukraine,” he said. REUTERS

Ukraine in2026 would be equal.




* GEOPOLITICS

5years on, how Indiahas
warmed up to the Taliban

SHUBHAJIT ROy

THE AFGHANISTAN embassy in New
Delhi celebrated “victory day” on August
15, marking the Taliban’s takeover of the
country five years ago. Much has changed
in these five years when it comes to the In-
dian position on the Taliban dispensation.

On August 17,2021, New Delhi had hur-
riedly evacuated its entire embassy from
Kabul. Now, itis conducting business with
the Islamist regime, albeit without granting
it official diplomatic recognition.

The “victoryday” celebration, attended
by Indian diplomats and about two dozen
foreign diplomats, was the latest sign that
the India-Taliban relationship is now in-
creasingly movingaway fromthe shadows.

While Indian officials have called thisa
case of “cautious engagement”, others have
criticised it as “opportunistic”.

Why India s deepeningties

India has stepped up diplomatic ex-
changes with the hardline Islamist group.
Taliban Foreign Minister Amir Khan Mut-
taqi made a high-profile visit to New Delhi
in October 2025. The Afghan embassy has
beenunder the control of the Taliban since
around that time. And the Taliban-ap-
pointed Charge d’affaires, Mufti Noor
Ahmad Noor, hasbeen part of multiple key
events in Delhi — the Prime Minister’sIn-
dependence Day address, the President’s
AtHomereception, and evenadiplomatic
eventat the Norwegian embassy. So, what's,
behind all this?

India invested for years in Afghanistan
after the fall of the Taliban in 2001, In A=
gust 2021, the Ashraf Ghani-led govérn-
ment collapsed — ahead of the August31
deadline set by President Joe'Biden for
withdrawal of US troops from theeountry.

In the months and years since, the In-
dian government came to the conclusion
that it was time to upgrade the level of en-
gagement without giving official recogni-
tion —orwatchits or watch its USD 2-3 bil-
lion investment go down the drain. That
was meant for the people of Afghanistan,
andto create some kind of leverage and in-
fluence in the country.

* ACKNOWLEDGEMENT TO ENGAGEMENT

AUGUST 31, 2021: Hours after
the last US military aircraft flies
out of Kabul to mark the end of its
20-year war in Afghanistan, India
makes its first official contact with g
the Taliban. Its ambassador to
Qatar, Deepak Mittal, meets head
of the Taliban political office in
Doha, Sher Mohammad Abbas
Stanekzai, at the emb

~

JANUARY 2025: Foreign ‘

JANUARY 2024: LATE JUNE 2022: Inaq’
Secretary Vikram Muttagi (pictured incremental step, the
Misriholds a tothe left) meets Indian govgrnment-‘
substantive diplomats from sends a/téchnical team™
meeting with Tiregional tothe embasSyin Kabul
Muttaqiin \ nations. Indiais toeoordinate delivery of
Dubai. amongthem. humanitarian aid.

s 4 £

MAY 2025: External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar speaks to
Muttagi on the phone on May L
15, days after India and Pakistan
agree to stop military strikes. The
Taliban condemned the Pahalgam
terror attack that had triggeréd the confiict.
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{ ABRIL 2025: India
) sendsM Anand Prakash,
s Joint Secretaryincharge
» of Pakistan, Afghanistan '
and Iran divisionin the
Ministry of External
Affairs, to Kabul.

SEPTEMBER 2021: India recognisesthe
Taliban as “those in positions of power™

and authority across Afghanistan’, the
first clear acknowledgement of the*
groupasastateactor.

»
DECEMBER 2021hd‘a§mds itsfirst
consignmentof medicines'to Afghanistan

OCTOBER 2025: Muttaqi
makes a high-profile visit
to India. The two sides
decide to upgrade their
missions to the level of
embassies, and appoint
charge daffaires.

Akey factor has beerithe fact that the
Taliban’s once-beénefactor and ally, Pakis-
tan, has turned into a deadly adversary.
Bothsides have seenmultiple clashesalong
their contested border. For New Delhi, this
has beenawindow of opportunity.

Anetherfactor hastening India’s en-
gagement is China. Beijing has started
buildingbridges with and eyeing natural
resourcesin Afghanistan — filling the vac-
tium left behind by the West. Russia, too,
hasbeen engaging with the Taliban, andis
the only country to have established diplo-
matic ties with them. Delhi has been work-
ing with Moscow on Taliban to keep track
of the Chinese influence.

New Delhi started sending signals back
in December 2021, when it sent a consign-
ment of medicinesto Afghanistan. The gov-
ernment was choosing to distinguish the
Taliban regime from the Afghan people.

The security concerns
New Delhi has operated on the simple
principle that Afghanistan’s territory

Eroding
rights

Since taking
control, the
Taliban has been
eroding therights
of Afghanistan’s
22mnwomen.
.

Itbarred access
toschool for girls
over 12, curbed
travel withouta
male chaperone
and broughta
lawimplying
legal approval for
child marriage.

should not be used for anti-India activities
and support for terrorist groups.

An August 10 report by the UN Security
Council’s 1267 sanctions committee states:
“The terrorist threat emanating from
Afghanistan remained largely unchanged.
The ability of numerous terrorist groups to
operate in Afghanistan constituted an en-
during threat to neighbouring countries
and the Central Asian region. Despite ef-
forts by the de facto authorities to combat
Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant-Kho-
rasan (ISIL-K) and contain other terrorist
groups, the authorities were unable tosup-
presstheterrorist problem.” Italsosaid that
the Al-Qaeda’s status and strength in
Afghanistan remains unchanged.

New Delhiwould berelieved that the re-
portcontains nomention of anti-Indiater-
ror groups, such as Lashkar-e-Taiba and
Jaish-e-Mohammad, among others. But it
is keeping its fingers crossed.

Sofar, New Delhi’'sengagementhasbeen
“limited” and the Taliban hasindicated that
itwillbe “reasonable” in the way it “handles”

In August 2021, the last US plane flew
out of Kabul. The years since have
been marked by India’s deepening
engagement with the Afghan regime

Indian‘concerns. The security provided to
Indian‘diplomats in Kabul has given some
confidence to the Indian establishment.

At the victory day event, Charge d’af-
faires Noor delivered a 21-minute speech
where he addressed the security concerns
on everybody’s mind. “A peaceful, stable
and responsible Afghanistan creates new
opportunities for regional connectivity,
trade, investment and economic cooper-
ation, while also playing a constructive role
in preventing shared security threats.”

Noor said: “The Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan believes that Afghanistan’s
geographyshould not be a field for negative
competition, but rather a bridge for con-
nectivity, cooperation and shared pros-
perity. Therefore, Afghanistan has con-
tinued its practical efforts to expand
regional economic and transit cooperation,
facilitate trade, and strengthen relations
based on mutual interests.”

This wasseen asa message to Indiaand
Pakistan, which have long battled for in-
fluence in Afghanistan.

Rightsissues

Since August 2021, India delivered sub-
stantial humanitarian aid to Afghanistan,
including 50,000 metric tonnes of wheat,
over 445 tonnes of essential life-saving
medicines, vaccines and disaster relief ma-
terial. But the issue of rights — for minorities
and women —isnot part of either Taliban’s
orIndia’s publicly stated red lines anymore.

Shortly after the Taliban takeover, the
UN Security Council adopted a resolution
about the need for upholding human rights
and women’s rights in Afghanistan. The
August 30 resolution was adopted under
India’s rotating presidency. In December
2022, India expressed concerns over re-
ports that the Taliban had banned women
from universities in Afghanistan.

Now, the Indianside hasnot insisted on
any of those old red lines. It has agreed to
move forward with development cooper-
ation on Indian-funded projects and visas
for Afghans visiting India for medical treat-
ment, business and even education.

It'satellingsilence. India’sstrategic em-
brace ofthe Taliban is nearly complete. The
Afghan missions in Delhi, Mumbai and
Hyderabad are now manned by Taliban-
appointed diplomats; they only lack official
diplomatic recognition. Until that
happens, the main flagpole of the Delhi
embassy will continue to fly the old Afghan
Republic’stricolour.



FROM ACs TO SMARTPHONES, MEMORY CHIP SHORTAGES ARE PUSHING UP PRICES

Chipflation: Electronics see years
of price hikes replicated in 6mths

Consumers are increasingly looking out
for promotional offers because of rising
electronics prices, say analysts

Siddharth Upasani
New Delhi, August 23

THE GLOBAL artificial intelli-
gence (Al) investment boom
has created an acute shortage
of the memory chips used in
the manufacture of everyday
consumer electronics.

This has led to manufac-
turers raising rates they charge
to such an extent that years of
price hikes that occurredin the
past for products such as smart-
phones and TVs have taken
place injustsix monthsin 2026.

According to Consumer
Price Index (CPI) data from the
Ministry of Statistics and Pro-
gramme Implementation
(MoSPI), prices of a variety of
consumer electronics goods in
July were up 3-5% compared to
January.

The price movements were
far more sedate in 2025.

Take mobile handsets.
Compared to a4% rise from Ja-
nuary 2026 to July 2026, the,
same period in 2025 had seen
its CPI price index decling by
0.7%. Or take air conditioners,
While they normally do see
higher prices in the summer,
the extent of the increase this
year has been 4.8% compared
to 1.1% between January-July
2025. Go back further and
2026’s price hikes become even

more striking. Since January
2026, the CPIindex of TVsisup
3.5%. If one counts back from
December 2025, matching this
magnitude of increase took 54
months, or four-and-a-half
years. The numbers are simi-
larly large for other consumer
electronics: 46 for ACs, 45 for
fridges, 41 for mobile phones,
32 for washing machines, and
31 for computers and laptops.
The increase in price in-
dices over 2026 of the afore-
mentioned six consumer elec-
tronics is calculated as per the
new CPI series which has 2024
as the base year. For the period
prior to 2026, price. index
changes are computed using
the old CPI series which had
2012 as the base year:Onlycon-
sumer electronicitemspresent
in both the'old and new CPI
baskets have been compared.

‘Chipflation’

Back in June, analysts at
Ametican investment bank
Morgan Stanley had coined the
term ‘chipflation’ to describe
how “AI’s appetite for memory
chips is boosting the cost of
everything fromdata centers to
smartphones, with conse-
quences that may reach far
beyond the tech industry.”

The global Al boom has led
to key chipmakers such as
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TSMC, Samsung, and SK Hynix
making the more in-demand
and advanced chips used in
data centres sprouting up all
over the world.

What is being sacrificed are
DRAM (Dynamic Random Ac-
cess Memory) and other chips
used in everyday electronics
goods such as refrigerators,
washing machines, ACs, smart-

phones, laptops, TVs, and ear-
phones. Theresult of thesupply
shortage of the chips essential to
consumer electronics isa mass-
ive rise in their prices, with
JPMorgan Global Research esti-
mating DRAM prices will have
risen more than 400% fromthe
start of 2024 to the end of 2026.
This is in stark contrast to the
Moore’s Law driven cost reduc-

tion seen over the second half of
the 20th century and the first 20
or so years of the 21st century:
DRAM prices fell 90% every five
years over this period. “New
memory capacity takes yearsto
build, qualify and ramp up.
Supply relief is a process, not a
switch. And that creates a two-
tier market. Large Aland cloud
buyers can sign long-term
agreements, prepay and secure
priority access. Traditional
buyers, including PC makers,
smartphone makersand indus-
trial hardware companies, must
compete for what remains,”
Shawn Kim, Head of Morgan
Stanley’s Europe and Asia Tech-
nology Team, said in a podcast
inJune.

Eyes on promotions

Accordingto Kim, theshort-
fall in memory chips in 2027 is
equivalent to what is needed to
make 134 million phones. Al-
ready, in the April-June quarter,
global smartphone exports were
down 11% - their second-lowest
levelsince 2013 - as per Counter-
point Research.

In India, smartphone sales
fell for three weeks inarow after
online promotional events in
July. “..rising device prices are
making consumersincreasingly
value-conscious and more de-
pendent on promotional offers,”
said Prachir Singh, Senior Ana-
lyst at Counterpoint Research,
who added that this trend has
become more visible over the
past few months.
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