Air Force 1s not against
theaterisation: IAF Ghief

New Delhi:

The government had an-

theaterisation plan

in 2019to ensure greater Svnergy
among the three services, How-

ever, no visible forward move mov
Chiefof Ait ~ mepthasbeenmadetowardsit

Staff, Air Chief MarshalA P =
Singh said on Saturday.

In an address at an'event in
Kanpur, he said.

letuslookat it objectively. Let us

look at what are the things that
are not correct. We need to cor-

rect that," he said. PTI




Govt. promises permanent solution
to Gorkha issue, sets up committee

Gorkhas have been seeking a separate State of Gorkhaland comprising parts of Darjeeling hills and adjoining areas; Shah
assures the community of a political solution under the ambit of Constitution; he also promises adequate Central funding

Shiv Sahay Singh

KOLKATA

Saturday’s
ment came at a meeting in
Siliguri chaired by Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
and attended by West Ben-
gal Chief Minister Suvendu
Adhikari, Darjeeling BJP
MP Raju Bista, and other
leaders from different pol-
itical parties of the region.

announce-
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Home Minister Amit Shah, WestBengal CM Suvendu Adhikari
nd other dignitaries at a meeting in Siliguri on Saturday. PTI

statement from the Union
Home Ministry said.

According to the Home
Ministry, during the meet-
ing on Saturday, all issues
concerning the hill popula-
tion of West Bengal were
discussed in detail, and

Statehood demand

“demands regarding their
identity, a permanent pol-
itical solution, and recogni-
tion under the Constitu-
tion were taken up”.

The statement added
that Mr. Shah promised a
permanent political solu-
tion soon under the um-
brella of the Constitution
and promised to sympath-
etically look into all other
demands of the Gorkha
community. He also said
that adequate funding
from the Centre will take
care of all pending issues.

Si;ﬁuwmmo
hold talks with Gor -
presentatives._fo_address

ﬂmkmm ical demands,
The issue has dominat-

ed the politics of Darjeeling
hills over the past several
decades. The region has
been voting for the BJP ov-
er the past two decades,
and the party has been

promising a permanent
political solution.

Speaking to pressper-
sons after the meeting, Mr.
Bista said representatives
of all political parties were
present at the meeting.
Harshavardhan Sringhla,
former IFS officer and Ra-
jya Sabha MP, said the
meeting had set the ball
rolling for a solution to the
Gorkhaland issue.

Gorkha Janmukti Mor-
cha leader Roshan Giri said
the meeting aimed at re-
solving the Gorkhaland is-
sue under the ambit of the
Constitution. Among those
present at the meeting
were GJM chief Bimal Gu-
rung and Gorkha National

Liberation Front chief
Mann Ghisingh.

Whil i
Darjeeling hills are in sup-
port of statehood for Gork-

haland, the development
will have repercussions in
south Bengal as the people
there do not want any divi-
sion of the State.



India and Mauritius sign
five-year tuel supply pact

long-term sales and purchase
agreement between IOC and
Mauritius’ State Trading Corpor-
ation is designed to provide
Mauritiuswith assured supplies
and reduce its exposure to price
volatility, an official statement

said. This, it said, -

‘keting company outside South
Under the

Asia in recent years.

b

speed diesel (diesel) and aviation
itius has been built at an invest

ment of $25 million. PTI




*RANKING INDIA’S IMPORT VULNERABILITIES

The ongoing war in West Asia has disrupted critical trade routes, hitting the global
supply chains for essential commodities and goods. It has shown that highimport
dependence can translate into economic vulnerability. According to a recent Crisil
report, the conflict not only triggered a spike in commaodity prices but also
constrained the availability of products essential to major economic activities.
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Around 8.7 crore youth

not studying,working or
undergoing training: NITI

Press Trust of India
New Delhi, August 22

d, highlighting the urgent
need forsubsidised training pro-
grammes to encourage self-em-
ployment and align with local
demand and emerging sectors.

The Aayog, in the report
dmgmgﬂmsfor
M&ﬂ said the
estimate is based on data from
the 78th round of the National
Sample Survey conducted
in2021.

To ensure the highest
impact, the Aayog organised
India’sworkforce landscape and
learners into five segments —
schooling; tertiary education;
formaland informal work; notin
education, employment and
training (NEET) youth; and
women. “NEET youth are con-
strained by the absence of in-
come and the sunk cost of prior
education. Students often can-
notlayer paid skilling onto exist-
ing financial commitments,” it

said. The Aayog has defined
NEET youth as youth compris-
ingindividualsbetween the ages
of15and 29 whoare notengaged
in education, employment, or
training, aswellasthosewhoare
unemployed.

“NEET youth and women
require affordable or subsidised
trainingoptions, alongside dedi-
cated financial support where
constraints are most binding.
Across segments, the ability to
combine learning with earning
remains a central requirement.
For the workforce and NEET
youth, the need shifts towards
mid-career reskilling, self-em-
ployment pathways, and learn-
ing options aligned with local
demand and emergingsectors,”
the Aayog said in the report.

The report pointed out that
students, especially those from
low-income households, are al-
ready stretched by college ex-
penses and, in many cases, pri-
vate tuition.

Asaresult, itsaid makingad-
ditional investment in paid skil-
ling alongside a traditional de-
gree is often financially
unviable.



China, Indonesia agree to boost defence
ties; work closer on mmerals and energy

Reuters
Jakarta, August 22

Both countriesshould “seize
the moment,” China's Foreign
Minister Wang Yi said in re-
marks made at the start of his  ChinaandIndonesia’s foreign and defence ministers pose duringa
visittoJakarta. Hewastravelling ~ 2+2 meeting in Jakarta, Indonesia on Friday. FiLe
with Defence Minister DongJun
to meet their Indonesian fromrartificial intelligence, de- Wang said both sides agreed

tosupport each other's corein-
terests and will cooperate more
in energy and mineral re-
sources.

fence and rail transport to green
energy, satellites and fisheries.

counterparts.

€Two countriespleagedto

vast deposits of nickel, tin,

| cooperate across multiple areas




Associated Press
Bunia, August 22

CONGO HAS received more
than 16,000 doses ofthe Ervebo
vaccine asthe country grapples
with the fastest Ebola outbreak
in history, the country’s health
minister said.

The 16,250 doses arrived at
the N'djili International Airport

in the capital, Kinshasa, 1atg< Sk

Friday, as part of 70,000 doses
expected from the @
Health Organizationand
partners that were unced

rently has no approved treat-
ment or vaccine.

It can spread easily and go
undetected because some of its
symptoms are similar to other
illnesses, such as malaria.

The Ervebo vaccine is
licensed to treat Ebola and has
been effective in past out-
breaks. The WHO said it may
provide some protection

Health workers during a Ebola
awareness campaign in Beni,
eastern Congo, on Saturday. ap

against the Bundibugyo virus.
The latest outbreak, which
hasrecorded 2,557 deaths out of
the 5,375 confirmed cases across
six affected provinces, isspread-
ing at an unprecedented rate
and is on track to surpass the
deadliest outbreak on record,
which killed over 11,000 people
across West Africabetween 2014
and 2016. Data from the Africa
Centre for Disease Control
shows that transmission has not
yet peaked and could reach
three times its known rate.



Iran allows Iraqi oil tankers to Qasé_ﬁormuz

Reuters
August22

IRNA said obtaining special
permission for Iraqi tankers was
one of Baghdad's main requests
during Iranian parliament
speaker Mohammad Bager
Qalibaf's visit toIraq.

Iraqi President Nizar
Amedi said on Saturday that

Iraq produced around 4 mil-
Iraqi Prime Minister Ali.al-Zaidi lion barrels of oil per day before
with Iran parliament'speaker the outbreak of the Iran war.

Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf in Baghdad is working to ex-
Baghdad. riLe pand its exports through Tur-
kev's CeyFJan port and also to
begin exporting oil through Sy-
ria's Banivas port and Jordan's

Agaba port, Prime Minister Ali
al-Zaidi said on Friday.

Movedetained
pilots to hospital:
Tehranto Qatar

Tehran: An Iranian military of-
ficial on Saturday urged Qatarto
transfer detained Iranian pilots
toahospital onland, sayingthey
were being held at sea in “poor
physical condition”, Tasnim
news agency reported.
Mohammad Bagerzadeh
said the site was unsuitable and
called on the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross to send
an air ambulance to expedite
theirreturntoIran. REUTERS




U.S. imposes 50% import tarifis on
$20 bn worth of Canadian products

Prime Minister Mark Carney says Canada would match the U.S. tariffs ‘dollar for.dollar’ to protect workers and businesses;

while the US. side says Canada ‘declined to finalise the trade deal, the latter blames ‘last-minute changes’ in the US. proposal

Associated Press
WASHINGTON |

nister Mark Carney said in
a statement. The retalia-
tion. escalates the trade
conflict and calls into ques-
tion the future of a North

Dominic LeBlanc, Canada’sMinister in charge of U.S.-Canada trade,
arrives at the Office of the USTR in Washington DC on Friday. AFp

American trade agreement
covering the United States,
Canada and Mexico that is
crucial to industry in all
three countries.

Despite the U.S. offer to Ca-
nada to receive the best
treatment ot any major.ex-
porter to our market, new
demands_and_walk-backs
of other commitments by

Canada have upended th

careful balance reached in

the past days,” U.S. Trade

Representative Jamieson
Greer said in a statement.

He
said he had suspended ne-
gotiations and directed Ca-
nada’s negotiating team to
return to Ottawa.

Mr. Carney said his go-
vernment would announce
additional support for Ca-
nadian workers and busi-
nesses in the coming days.

Mr. Greer said the U.S.
offer was “forward-look-
ing” and included “a his-
toric economic and nation-
al security partnership”.

No further talks are
planned.

wn in nego-
tiitm marked a sharp re-

versal from two days ear-
lier, when officials from the
two_countries sounded as
if they were headed toward

a compromise.




