Armed forces to provide CAPFs with list of
retiring Agniveers eligible for recruitment

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

a government source has

The source added that
while the CAPFs, such as
the Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF), Sashastra
Seema Bal (SSB), and. As-
sam Rifles, have reserved
50% of constable vacancies
for former Agniveers, the

With this move, retired Agniveers may not be able to directly apply
for postings in the Central Armed Police Forces. FILE PHOTO

Army, Navy, and Air Force
will furnish the details of
eligible personnel, indicat-
ing that ex-Agniveers may
notbe able to apply direct-
ly for recruitment under
the reserved quota.
Although recruitment
into the armed forces is not
based on caste reservation,

the official said that the ex-
isting quotas for the Sche-
duled Castes, Scheduled
Tribes, and Other Back-
ward Classes will continue
to apply for recruitment in-
to the CAPFs.

The service tenure of
personnel in the CAPFs ex-
tends up to the age of 60,

whereas those in the
armed forces retire much
earlier. “During delibera-
tions, it was felt that, if gi-
ven a choice, many Agni-
veers would prefer to join
the CAPFs rather than con-
tinue in the armed forces
because of the longer ca-
reer span and greater job
security,” the source said.
“Therefore, it has been
decided, at least initially,
that the armed forces, be-
ginning with the Army,
which will witness the first
batch of Agniveers retiring
later this year, will provide
the CAPFs with a list of elig-
ible candidates for recruit-
ment under the reserved
quota,” the source added.
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Armed forces to provide
list of retiring Agniveers

The ex-Agniveers will be exempted from writ-
ten examinations, physical standard tests, and
physical efficiency tests, the notifications said. Re-
cruitment to the post of Constable (General Duty)
will be carried out through direct recruitment,
with 50% of vacancies reserved for ex-Agniveers,
the CRPF’s notification, issued on July 27 said.




Bangladesh sets ‘conditions’
for Rahman’s visit to India

Dhaka seeks ‘propitious environment’ before any visit by the PM, says relations ‘vitiated' by Hasina’s
press conference in Delhi; it calls for extradition of the deposed leader and other wanted persons

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

the atmosphere of bilateral
relations has been “vitiat-
ed” by deposed Prime Mi-
nister Sheikh Hasina’s Au-
gust 5 press conference at
the Foreign Correspon-

Indian envoy.Dinesh Trivedi calls

on PM Tarique Rahman in Dhaka

on August 10 after the former PM’s press conference in Delhi. PTi

Mr. S

The official spokesper-
son of India’s External Af-
fairs Ministry, Randhir Jais-
wal, had reiterated last
Friday that New Delhi had
extended two invites to Mr.
Rahman - one for the up-
coming BRICS Summit to
be held here and the other
an invite for a bilateral vi-

sit. “We are of the view that
a propitious environment
needs to be created for the
visit. To this end, we have
requested the Indian auth-
orities to expeditiously act
on our request to extradite
Sheikh Hasina and other
fugitive criminals, and to
hand over to Bangladesh
the accused killers of Sha-

heed Sharif Osman Hadi in
compliance with our bilat-
eral extradition treaty,”
said Mr. Karim in a state-
ment, adding, “We are
awaiting their response.”
Diplomatic sources had
earlier indicated that bilat-
eral talks had been on the
right track after India dis-
tanced itself from Ms. Hasi-
na’s press conference in
which she had targeted Mr.
Rahman’s  government.
Subsequently, Indian High
Commissioner to Dhaka,
Dinesh Trivedi, called on
Mr. Rahman on August 10.
In view of these exchanges,
sources in Dhaka had indi-
cated that “positive move-
ments” had started and
that the window for a big-
ticket visit from Dhaka was
gradually opening.
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Dhaka sets ‘conditions’
for PM Rahman’s visit

The Bangladeshi spokesperson confirmed the
consultation and said, “Officials of Bangladesh
and India have been in touch with each other for
several weeks on the possibility of a bilateral visit
by Honourable Prime Minister Mr.cTarique Rah-
man to India. However, this process was vitiated
by the open press interaction inNew Delhi on Au-
gust 5 by Sheikh Hasina...”.

”. Ms. Hasi-
na sought refuge in India on August 5, 2024, after
a popular uprising toppled her government.




India is losing West Asia, but it is not too late

time. Even as the region undergoes a

once-in-a-generation shift in its security
architecture and political battle lines, it is unclear
what India’s strategy is ...or whether New Delhi
has one at all.

It was not supposed to be this way. Just 10
years ago, India was rapidly remaking its
footprint in West Asia. In 2016, Saudi Arabia
awarded India’s Prime Minister its highest civilian
honour. In 2021, the 12U2 agreement was signed
binding India, Israel, the United States and the
United Arab Emirates (UAE) together. In 2024,
Iran leased Chabahar to India. All these successes
though are now memories from the past.

l ndia is losing West Asia, one country at a

Pakistan’s new diplomatic moment

In the last four months, the U.S.-Israel war with
Iran has escalated into a catastrophic regional
conflict with Iran attacking the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) countries, the Saudis hitting Iraqi
militias, Houthis attacking Saudi ships and Israel
carrying out strikes in multiple countries. Now,
the Gulf countries are rethinking the efficacy of
the U.S. security umbrella. They see a threat from

Raja Karthikeya
Adjunct Fellow and
Lead for West Asia
Studies at the
Takshashila
Institution

West Asia is

countries is likely to directly take on Iran
alongside the U.S. The pact is thus aimed less at
Iran and more at deterring Israel. All three
countries see themselves as the next target of
Israel after Iran. They thus want to pool Saudi
capital, Pakistan’s military strength, and
Tiirkiye’s technological advances.

iy
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between Israel and India. S%w
greater Teater TUrKish sUpport 1o support or

conflict that Pakistan Indla
cannot be ruled out

The choices before India
What then is India’s strategy? It appears to be
confident of Israel’s victory in its various battles
in the regiongiven its proximity to the U.S. But
U.S. politics are changing rapidly, with both
‘Make America Great Again’ Republicans and
DPemocratic Socialists questioning the
once=unquestioned U.S. support for Israel. Can
i Yd

India can choose to sign military alliances
with Israel and the UAE. But this would hurt
what is left of India’s relationship with Iran and

A great power in the making risks appearing
humbled andhobbled in its immediate maritime

It can start playing a role

between the Arab countries and Iran, stamng
with the UAE-Iran relationship. It can engage in
Jordan’s security offering Jordan defensive
technologies at a time when U.S. munitions are

running low. It can engage in the future UN
peacekeeping role in Lebanon, which is now
under a cloud, with the forecast being an end to
the UN Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL). It can
even run a back-channel with Tiirkiye sharing its
red Tines about its relationship with Pakistan. If

India cannot join the new Saudi-led maritime
force for the Red Sea, it can work with Egypt on a

parallel effort to safeguard India-bound shipping,
from the Suez Canal to Bab-el-Mandeb. It can look
info setting up a military presence in the Red Sea
region whether in Somaliland or Socotra.
B'tﬁll_clmi g on current military training exchanges, it
can start drills and military exercises with a range
of countries in the region.

Think of bridge-building

India can also appoint a new Special Envoy for
West Asia — not one focused on the
Israel-Palestine peace process necessarily, but
one who can draw all the threads together to
secure India’s interests in the region at a time of
unprecedented turbulence. All of this can be part
of one pro-active vision for India to support a
new security architecture for West Asia — one
that does not draw new battle lines but instead

Saudi Arabia. India can choose to do nothing as
it is doing now. And its merchant mariners may
keep getting killed in the Strait of Hormuz while
more Indian ships may sink in the
Bab-el-Mandeb.

changing rapidly
and India must
act before its
influence fades

The latest collective defence pactin Mecca
between Saudi Arabia, Tiirkiye and Pakistan
comes in this context. This pact may mean less in
shaping the U.S.-Iran war as noneof these




Sri Lanka moves to raise
retirement age of judges

Meera Srinivasan
COLOMBO

The Sri Lankan govern-
ment will table a conten-
tious Bill in Parliament this
week seeking to raise the
mandatory retirement age
of judges of the country’s
Supreme Court and Court
of Appeal, a move critics
say could undermine the
independence of the

€ Anura Kkumara Dis-

sanayake administration
has sought to justify the
move by saying it would
help address the massive
backlog of cases, expedite
court proceedings, and en-
sure continuity by retain-
ing experienced and senior
judges.

Anura Kumara Dissanayake

DENCINEMGASESY Mr. Na-

nayakkara, an Attorney-at-
law, told presspersons.
However, the" political
Opposition, -members of
the legal fraternity and sec-
tions of civil society are
fiercely, “‘opposing the
move, arguing that it
would impact the indepen-
dence of the judiciary.

Fierce opposition

In a social media post,
Leader of the Opposition
Sajith Premadasa ques-
tioned why the extension
[of the retirement age]
must apply to sitting
judges.

Amid the ongoing de-
bate largely confined to Sri
Lanka’s legal fraternity and
sections of civil society, a
20-member delegation of
the Bar Association of Sri
Lanka (BASL), a profes-
sional body of lawyers, met
President Dissanayake on

August 12.

“The BASL emphasised
that the proposed amend-
ment would have a serious
impact on the indepen-
dence of the judiciary and
that, in the circumstances,
the proposed-amendment
should ‘not ‘be proceeded
with, | The BASL further
pointed out that there are
several other urgent mat-
ters requiring the attention
of the government which
must be given priority,” the
association said in a state-
ment  following  the
meeting.

Responding to the deve-
lopments, Margaret Sat-
terthwaite, UN Special
Rapporteur on the inde-
pendence of judges and la-
wyers, recently wrote to
the government and noted
that the amendment, in
the form reportedly pro-
posed and in its implica-
tions, “may not be in line
with international human
rights standards related to
the independence of the
judiciary and the right to a
fair trial”.



Iran offers $30,000
bounty for killing or
capturing U.S. soldiers

Agence France-Presse
TEHRAN

Iran’s military announced
on Sunday that it was offer-
ing a bounty equivalent to
$30,000 for killing or cap-
turing U.S. soldiers, with
the reward doubled if car-
ried out by a woman.

Army chief Amir Hatami
said the plan had been
drawn up following “the
large number of requests”
to participate in the finan-
cial support, according to
the IRNA state news
agency.

There has been no
known deployment of Un-
ited States ground forces in
Iran during the West Asia
war, with the exception of

a rescue mission in April
for a downed American
pilot.

Mr. Hatami did not pro-
vide any details on where
or when the killing or cap-
turing of U.S. soldiers was
expected to take place.

“Anyone who Kkills or
captures and hands over
an invading American mili-
tary personnel will receive
a reward equivalent to
$30,000 or 5 billion to-
mans from the Islamic Re-
public of Iran’s Army,” Mr.
Hatami said, using an infor-
mal unit equivalent to
10,000 Iranian rials.

“Courageous ~ Iranian
women who carry out such
an action will receive dou-
ble the reward,” he added.

Ben-Gvir advocateskilling 30
to 40’ people in Gaza nightly

Associated Press
JERUSALEM

An Israeli lawmaker in
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s coalition pu-
blicly advocated for killing
“30 to 40” people in Gaza
each night, comments that
surfaced /on Sunday and
were quickly shared by Pal-

estinian media.
Minister of National Se-
curity Itamar Ben-Gvir

made the statement while
speaking to a former Gaza-
held hostage, Rom Braslav-
ski, on Mr. Braslavski’s
podcast. The two were dis-
cussing Israel’s recovery
from the Hamas attack of
October 7, 2023, when Mr.
Ben-Gvir criticised Israel’s
recent drawdown of strikes
in Gaza.

Itamar Ben-Gvir

“It’s no secret, I disagree
with the Prime Minister,”
he said. “I think targeted
assassinations should be
carried out in Gaza, taking
down 30 to 40 every night.
Not just those who pose an
immediate threat — there
are people there who are
not worthy of life. They
shouldn’t live. They’re not
even people.”

In the past, similar state-
ments by Mr. Ben-Gvir and
other Israeli officials were
widely condemned. Many
have been presented to the
UN’s world court as evi-
dence of genocidal intent.
Israel denies it has commit-
ted genocide in Gaza.

Israel’s domestic media
has made scarce mention
of the statement, highlight-
ing how once-fringe ideol-
ogies like Mr. Ben-Gvir’s
are surging in the lead-up
to Israeli elections on Oc-
tober 27. Mr. Ben-Gvir does
not have power over the
country’s military and can-
not order strikes on Gaza.
But, after operating for de-
cades within Israel’s far-
right fringe, he is now one
of the most influential peo-
ple in the country.




Qatar captured 3 of
our pilots, says Iran;
Doha denies claim

Yeganeh Torbati &
Leily Nikounazar
August 16

He said the menwere flying
Su-24 fighter jetSin an oper-
ation on March2, days afterthe
outbreak ofthe war, when their
planes had been hit by “enemy
defenses” and the pilots ejected.

They survived but were cap-
tured by the Qatari authorities,
accordingto General Bagherza-
deh, who named the men as
Javad Salehi, Abdolmajid
Dashtian and Omran Behraves-
hian. A fourth pilot, Majid Ka-
zemi, died, he added.

But Majed al-Ansari, a
spokesman for Qatar’s foreign
ministry, denied the country
had detained the Iranians.

We categorically

deny the claims
circulating regarding
the detention of Iranian
pilots & are surprised
by these misleading
statements...amid the
ongoing diplomatic
efforts &initiatives
aimed at de-escalating
tensions in theregion”

MAJED AL-ANSARI,

SPOKESPERSON FOR QATAR
FOREIGN MINISTRY

aturday that “contact was es-
tablished with the pilots con-
cerned following their viol-
ation of Qatari airspace.” NYT



