Centre floats tender worth
X1 lakh crore for 60 planes

The Defence Ministry issued the tender for multirole transport aircraft to multiple Indian firms,

including HAL and private defence majors; it aims to replace Indian Air Force's ageing cargo fleet

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

e tender has been 1s-

sued to multiple Indian
companies, including Hin-
dustan Aeronautics Limit-
ed (HAL) and private sec-
tor defence majors, a
senior Defence Ministry of-
ficial said.

Airlift assets: The IAF’S'C-130J Super Hercules aircraft flanked by

two C-295 aircraft.during aflypast. FILE PHOTO

Indian companies to

partner with global

original equipment

manufacturers as
part of programme

would be built through
joint ventures between In-
dian companies and the
OEMs.

Aerial refuelling

The MTA are expected to
provide the IAF with en-
hanced capability to rapid-
ly move troops, equipment
and other military assets
over long distances. The
aircraft could also poten-
tially be configured for ae-
rial refuelling, providing
the IAF with an additional

is simultaneousl

as the number of fighter
squadrons is sought to be
increased.

The proposed transport
aircraft programme is also
expected to deepen India’s
domestic aerospace manu-
facturing ecosystem by
bringing global OEMs into
production partnerships
with Indian companies
and increasing indigenous
content in military airlift
platforms.




Parliament passes
Bill to rename

Kerala as Keralam

Express News Service
New Delhi, August 12

THE RAJYA Sabha on Wednes-
day passed a Bill to change the
name of Kerala to Keralam, just
over two years after the state
Assembly passed aunanimous
resolution, asking the Centre
for the name change.

On Wednesday, MoS Home
NityanandRai introduced the
Bill on behalf of Home Minister
Amit Shah, who was not present
in the House. During the dis-
cussion on the Bill, all MPs sup-
ported the decision to rename
the state, while some sought to
change the names of some other
states, cities and railway stations.

Congress MP Jebi Mather
Hisham welcomed the Bill.
When she sought to raise an

issue regardingthe Home Min-
ister, Leader of the House J P
Nadda objected, asking the
chair not to take ongaecord the
“political statement”.

TMC MP_Derek O’Brien
pointed out that West Bengal’s
proposalto’change the name of
the state to Bangla had been
pending for eight years. DMK
MP Tiruchi Siva welcomed the
Bill, recalling how the name of
Madras was changed to Tamil
Nadu. “We know the value of a
name,” he said, while congratu-
lating the people of the state.

AIADMK MP M Thambidu-
rai called for the strengthening
of cooperative federalism and
respect for regional languages.
Aam Aadmi Party MP Sanjay
Singh, too, highlighted the need
for respecting the various lan-
guages, attire and states in the
country. Alleging that the Centre
had not provided adequate
fundsto the state when it was hit
by natural disasters, Singh said:
“Don’t just change the name,
change your behaviour.”

The House passed the Bill
by voice vote.



31-member parliamentary
panel to review FCRA Bill

Lok Sabha passes motion to refer the proposed legislation on foreign contributions to a JPC amid

Opposition’s demands for its withdrawal; panel must submit report in first week of Winter Session

Sreeparna Chakrabarty
NEW DELHI

The JPC will have 21
members from the Lok
Sabha nominated by
Speaker Om Birla and. 10
from the Rajya Sabha nom-
inated by Chairman; C.P.
Radhakrishnan.

Minister of State Nityanand Rai, who moved the resolution to refer
the FCRA Bill to a JPC, speaking in the Lok Sabha on Wednesday. ANI

Session of Parliament this
year.

The motion to refer the
Bill to the 31-member JPC
was added to the List of Bu-
siness of the Lok Sabha
through a supplementary
list just before the House
was supposed to recon-
vene at 2 p.m., after being
adjourned within minutes
of assembling at 11 a.m.
Though Union Home Mi-

nister Amit Shah was listed
to move the motion, it was
the Minister of State for
Home, Nityanand Rai, who
placed it before the House.
Mr. Rai also presented a si-
milar motion in the Rajya
Sabha.

adopted, Congress MP K.C.
Venugopal said the Bill was
clearly targeting NGOs, es-
pecially those run by mi-
nority communities, and
demanded that it be with-

Mr. Venugopal said.
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Border with India
‘venerally stable at
the moment’: China

The Hindu Bureau

When asked about these
reports on Tuesday, India’s
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) spokesperson Rand-
hir Jaiswal had said that the
maintenance of peace and
tranquillity in border areas

(13

Diplomatic talks
“The China-India border

tain communication. via di-
plomatic and‘ military
channels and jointly
uphold peace and tranquil-
ity in the border areas.”

On August 7, Arunachal
Pradesh Chief Minister Pe-
ma Khandu denied reports
of an incursion, saying he
would verify with the Ar-
my and local bodies. Offi-
cials have not publicly con-




Germany is interested in buying green
hydrogen from India, says Chargé D" Affaires

Saptaparno Ghosh
NEW DELHI

B

sion in India told The
Hindu.

“India has the resources
to produce green hydrogen
which we could buy to cov-
er our energy needs back
home and not be depen-
dent on procuring fossil
fuels,” he explained.

According to him, re-
newable energy partner-
ship between the countries
also offers quality business
prospects.

Interacting on-the side-

-\ A

Georg Enzweiler

lines of the eleventh edi-
tion of ‘Young"Voices for
Sustainable Development’
summit, Mr. Enzweiler ex-
plained India has “fantas-
tic resources” for produc-
ing renewable energy -
both solar and wind, and a
“dynamic forward-looking
innovative business
framework”.

He added, Germany
would therefore look to

bring its technological and
industrial expertise as part
of the engagement in the

O oY 3

In response to a query
about indigenising the Ger-
man technology in the long
run amid the Indian go-
vernment’s push for ac-
quiring overall self-re-
liance, the German Chargé
D’ Affaires affirmed that it
would be viable, especially
with the European Union-
India Free Trade Agree-

but also on the wider eco-

nomy for both Europe and
India [with the FTA],” he
stated.

Elaborating on the sec-
tors of interest for Germa-
ny, Mr. Enzweiler said,
“For us, automobile indus-
try is very important,
[alongside] machinery and
chemical industry.”



Nighttime blitz damaged Russia’s
Black Sea Naval base: Zelenskyy

Anti-ship missiles, jet-powered aerial drones and sea drones conduct strikes ennaval base in Novorossiysk, says Ukrainian

leader; he warns of broader strategic moves by Russia; Moscow claims its air defences shot down more than 500 drones

Associated Press
KYIV

krainian anti-ship
missiles,  jet-po-
wered aerial

drones and sea drones
blitzed a major Russian Na-
val base on the Black Sea
coast in a “unique” night-
time operation, Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Ze-
lenskyy said on
Wednesday.

Cutting-edge drones de-
veloped by Kyiv since Rus-
sia invaded more than four
years ago have repeatedly
targeted Russian ships in
the Black Sea, including
warships and oil tankers.

Extensive losst’Adamaged private house following a Ukrainian
drone strikefin Novorossiysk in Russia on Wednesday. REUTERS

Both countries have Black
Sea shorelines.

Ukraine’s uncrewed
fleet has succeeded in lim-

iting the movements of
Russia’s  once-dominant
Black Sea navy, Kyiv offi-
cials say, in one of the

country’s biggest accom-
plishments of the war.

But Ukrainian officials
reckon that Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin is bent
on prosecuting the inva-
sion, despite his bigger ar-
my’s slow and costly pro-
gress on the battlefield and
U.S. diplomatic efforts to
find a settlement.

Mr. Putin is planning
“an additional rapid mobil-
isation of several hundred
thousand Russians by the
end of the year,” Mr. Zelen-
skyy said on social media
late Tuesday, citing Ukrai-
nian intelligence reports.

The Ukrainian military
“carried out a unique oper-

ation targeting the Naval
base in Novorossiysk — the
last major stronghold of
the Russian fleet in the
Black Sea,” Mr. Zelenskyy
said. The attack struck air
defences, piers and other
infrastructure in the Kras-
nodar region, he added.

Krasnodar region Gov.
Veniamin Kondratyev said
that hundreds of Ukrainian
drones attacked Novorossi-
ysk, Anapa and Gelendzhik
and the Temryuk district
of the region overnight.

Russian air defences
downed more than 500
Ukrainian drones, the De-
fence Ministry in Moscow
said.



RAINE CLAIMS LIMITING THE MOVEMENT OF RUSSIA’S ‘ONCE DOMINANT’ BLACK SEA NAVY.

Putin threatens to scize EUShips
if Europe targets Russian vessels

Reuters
Moscow, August 12

Some European govern-
ments have said they are explor-
ing tougher maritime enforce-
ment measures against ships
suspected of sanctions evasion.

“We can see that the author-
ities of certain countries, in viol-
ation of international maritime,
law, are attempting to restricithe
movement of our economic.ep-
erators' vessels..., and have re<
cently gone so far as to consider

Russian President Vladimir Putin inspects a military drill of the Pacific fleet, in Russia’s far eastern

Sakhalin region on Wednesday. reuters

the possibility of seizing our
vessels and selling off the prop-
erty they have plundered from
us, " Putin said.

“Naturally, this is nothin
less than piracy and robber
And if this begins to be put int
practice, we shall be forced tore:
spond in kind. And not necess:

arily inthose waters where raids
on our ships and vessels are
planned, but wherever we our-
selves deem it necessary and ap-

“Western states are actively
using vessels flying the flags of
third countries to transport

cargo in their own interests. In
essence, this constitutes their
shadow fleet,” Liina told Putin.

e said his fleet had carri
out a detailed analysis of mari-
time traffic inthe Asia-Pacificre-
gion and knew the routes, the
cargo, and ownership of vessels
linked to unfriendly nations.




AditiKhanna
London, August 12

BRITISH PM Andy Burnham
hasappointed an Indian-origin
strategist and media executive
to the role of Expert Adviser on
Structure and Process.
Gautam Rangarajan, a
former BBC strategist and
musician, takes charge at 10
Downing Street this week in'the
newly created role. Gautam

Gautam
Rangarajan
has worked
withthe BBC

Rangarajan has been ap-
pointed as an Expert Adviser on
Structure and Process.
“Gautam brings significant
experience in corporate strategy
and transformation," reads the

brief announcement from the
UK PM's office. Burnham, who
took charge as Labour Party
leader and PM last month, has
setout hisvision todo things dif-
ferently “starting with the
launch of No. 10 North in Man-
chester asasymbol of his devol-
ution agenda across all regions
ofthe country.Rangarajanis ex-
pected tobeinstrumental in this
planned transformation at the
heart of the government.  PTI



