Parties stage protests across J&K on
anniversary of Article 370 dilution

Peerzada Ashiq
SRINAGAR

Recalling August 5,
2019, Chief Minister Omar

Several NC leaders an
legislators held protests in
their respective consti-
tuencies across the Union

i

Police try to stop National Conference leaders and supporters
during a protest in.Srinagar on Wednesday. IMRAN NISSAR

Territory. Senior Minister
Sakina Itoo led a protest at
the party headquarters in
Srinagar, where NC leaders
carried placards demand-
ing the restoration of J&K’s
special status. “August 5
will always be observed by
us as a Black Day;” said NC
legislator Ahsan Pardesi.
NC Minister Javed Rana
said the emotions associat-
ed with August 5 remain as
profound today as they

were then. “Time may
have moved forward, but
our resolve has only grown
stronger... Our commit-
ment has never been about
confrontation; it has al-
ways been about restoring
dignity, democratic rights,
constitutional guarantees
and the trust of our people
through lawful and peace-
ful means,” said Mr. Rana.
Following a call by the
Opposition PDP, party

leaders held district-wise
protests across J&K. The
PDP alleged several of its
leaders had been placed
under house arrest. The
party posted videos on so-
cial media of several party
leaders detained at police
stations, and others alleg-
edly prevented from leav-
ing their homes.

PDP president Mehboo-
ba Mulfti held a late evening
protest on Tuesday and
termed August 5 as “the
first step towards erosion
of the Constitution by the
BJP”.

Other regional parties,
including the J&K Apni Par-
ty, the Awami Ittehad and
the J&K Peoples Confe-
rence, also registered their
protests over the Centre’s
decisions made in 2019.

Meanwhile, Lieutenant-
Governor Manoj Sinha
handed over appointment
letters to the kin of civilian
victims of terrorism in Sri-
nagar on the occasion.



Rijijju me

ets Rahul in bid

to end Parliament logjam

Parliamentary Affairs Minister says there is no proposal to hold Special Session to push through

women’s quota and delimitation Bills; Cong. presses for Shah’s statement;, debate on donation row

Sandeep Phukan
NEW DELHI

speculation that
the government could con-
vene a three-day session af-
ter Independence Day. to
push through the women’s
reservation Bill and-the de-
limitation Bill, Mr. Rijiju
told The Hindu that “there
is no such proposal”.
Sources said Mr. Rijiju
did not raise any proposal
to extend the ongoing

Congress MPs Rahul Gandhi, Mallikarjun Kharge, and others protest
against the Centre at Parliament complex on Wednesday. PTI

Monsoon Session or con-
vene a Special Session dur-
ing the nearly 50-minute
meeting with Mr. Gandhi.
Instead, he sought to know
the Congress’s stand on de-
limitation, they said.

‘Non-negotiable’
According to sources, Mr.
Gandhi conveyed to Mr. Ri-

jiju that a statement by
Home Minister Amit Shah
on the police action
against students who prot-
ested against the NEET
paper leak and a discus-
sion on the alleged theft of
donations at the Ram Tem-
ple in Ayodhya were non-
negotiable if the House was
to function.

The meeting, held in Mr.
Gandhi’s Parliament office,
was attended by Congress
general secretary (organi-
sation) K.C. Venugopal, de-
puty leader in the Lok Sab-
ha Gaurav Gogoi, and
Wayanad MP Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra.

tioning Mr. Shah’s conti-
nued absence from the
House.
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Misri meets Lanka President, bilateral projects in focus

Shubhaijit Roy
New Delhi, August 5

lombo on Wedn .

The discussions between
Misri and Dissanayake focused
onissues of “mutual interestand
review of key bilateral projects,
includingassisted development
projects in Sri Lanka”.

support reconstruction, infra-
structure development, and pro-
curement requirements that
arose in the aftermath of the
cyclone, the Indian High Com-

mission in Sri Lanka said.

The Foreign Secretary also
“called upon the Sri Lankan
leadership to implement their
commitment to hold Provincial
Council elections at the earliest
andto fullyimplement the Con-
stitutional provisions of Sri
Lankatomeetthe aspirations of
the Tamil people”, MEA said.

“He welcomed President
Disanayaka’sassurancesascon-
tained in the Joint Statement of
December 2024 that Sri Lankan
territory shall not be permitted
tobe used inany mannerinimi-
cal to the security of India and
conveyed that this provides a
strong foundation to build a
comprehensive and mutually
beneficial development,” the
MEA said.

Misri, who arrived in Co-
lombo foraday-long visit, helda
meeting with Foreign Minister
Vijitha Herath during which
they reviewed ongoing cooper-

Foreign Secretary VikramMisri with Sri Lanka President Anura
Kumara Dissanayakeiin Colombo on Wednesday. ani

was his first stand-alone visit to
Sri Lanka as Foreign Secretary.
Healsomet Prime Ministerof Sri
Lanka, Harini Amarasuriyaand
Leaderof Opposition Sajith Pre-
madasaand had separate meet-
ings with leaders of Sri Lankan
Tamil and Indian Origin Tamil
community.

According to the MEA, both
nationsexpressedsatisfactionat
the progressregistered intheim-
plementation of various pro-

jects,includingunderthe recon-
struction package of USD 450
million, announced followin;

“Both sides also noted that
reconstruction of damaged
houses and construction of per-
manent bridges under the Dit-
wah Reconstruction Package
and covered under a grant of
USD100 million willcommence
shortly... Both sides are also
working towards earliest poss-
ibleimplementation ofanIsland
wide disaster warning system
forSriLanka...theworkon reha-
bilitation of Northern Railway
corridor under a grant of USD §
million hasbeen completedand
train services have resumed,”
MEA said. It said that the two
sides also discussed modalities
for “expeditingimplementation
of energy projects, including

electricity grid interconnection
project, Sampur solar power pro-
jectand developmentof Trinco-
malee as an energy hub”.

“They directed that dis-
cussions beinitiated at the ear-
liest toconclude an MoU on re-
habilitation and modemnisation
of Kankesanthurai harbour
project, to be implemented
under a grant of USD 61.5 mil-
lion. Recalling the commit-
ment made during the visit of
PMofIndiatoSri Lankain April
2025, the two sides agreed that
the MoU toimplement the pro-
posed expansion of the 1990
Suwa Seriya Ambulance ser-
vice should be concluded atan
earlydate. They also noted with
satisfaction that the initiative
on capacity building an-
nounced during the visit of the
Prime Minister last year has
also been implemented suc-
cessfully...,” it said.




Akash Mandal
Mumbai, August 5

central bank’s post monetary
policy press conference.

will be checked for durability
and adaptability to Indian con-
ditions before the RBI clears it
for circulation. “We will test
and check on how they perform
in the Indian climate, condi-
tions, and other infrastructure
that we have putin place,” Mal-

The project willstart with the lower denomination notes of Rs 10
and Rs 20,that are prone to more wear and tear. REUTERS

The project will begin with
the lower denomination notes
of Rs 10 and Rs 20 which have
“higher velocitv” to change
hands, and thus are prone to
more wear and tear.

The RBI’s trial of plastic
notes will see 100 crore pieces
of Rs 10 and Rs 20 notes each
being introduced, totalling Rs
3,000 crore. The RBI’s subsidi-
ary Bharatiya Reserve Bank
Note Mudran Private Limited
had last month floated a global

tender for 3.4 crore polymer
sheets for the same purpose.
The tender had deemed the
sheets an “immediate require-
ment” and once field trials were
successful, “weintend togo for
procurement of larger quan-
tities of substrate across differ-
ent denominations”. This
would be the central bank’s sec-
ond attempt at introducing
plastic notes, having attempted
to procure 100 crore bank notes
of Rs 10 each. These were to be
tried acrosscitiesundervarious
climates like Kochiand Shimla.
However, the trial was not suc-
cessful dueto “certain technical
infirmities”.




TRUMP: TALKS MOVING NICELY... STRAIT WILL OPEN VERY SOON

Hormuz deal seeks
to give Iran control

over inbound ship

US army running
low on long-range
missiles: Report

Reuters
Dubai, Riyadh, August 5

espite the apparent step to-
wards yielding to Iranian de-

determined about how “con-
trol” would be defined, with
Gulf negotiators insisting re-
gional countries supervise in-
spections of ships, and that any
payment of fees be voluntary.
The senior Iranian source
said the text ofan agreemental-
ready on the table envisioned
Iran having control of ships
heading into the Gulf through
the strait, and one of the main
sticking points was what role
Iran would also have over ships
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Shiite worshippers carry a portrait of late Iran leaders Ayatollah Ali
Khameneiand Ayatollah Khomeini in Karbala, Irag, on Tuesday. ap

heading in opposite direction.
Tran’s Foreign Ministry spo-
Kesperson Esmaeil Baghaei de-
scribed the negotiations be-
tween Tehran and Muscat as
“professional” and “moving for-
ward”. “The two sides had
reached a mutual understand-
ing on the geographical par-
ameters of the route under dis-
cussion.” he said.

There was no immediate
reply from Washington about
any proposed agreement.

US commanders advised
Trump in July that they were
running low onsupplies of some
munitions. Reuters reported
Tuesday the US Army had used
up nearly all of its long-range
recision missiles.




New Hormuz route agreed, to be
managed jointly with Oman: Iran

The geographical coordinates of the route envisaged by the two countries have been agreed upon, and a joint statement,

containing the main considerations and points of agreement, is in the final drafting stage, says Tehran’s Foreign Ministry

Agence France-Presse
TEHRAN

Iran has seized de facto
control of the strait, a stra-
tegic waterway for the glo-
bal energy trade, since the
U.S. and Israel launched
their war against the coun-
try on February 28.

U.S. President Donald
Trump has repeatedly in-
sisted Tehran is keen to do
a deal to reopen the route

Motorists drive past a large billboard pledging revenge against

Donald Trump.along Jomhouri Street in central Tehran. Arp

to shipping, but Iran de-
nies this and says it will in-
stead make arrangements
with its' neighbour across
the strait, Oman.

“The geographical coor-

dinates of the route envis-
aged by the two sides have
been agreed upon and, if
certain third parties do not
obstruct the process, the
joint statement of the two

countries, containing the
main considerations and
points of agreement, is also
in the final review and
drafting stage,” spokesper-
son Esmaeil Baqaei said,
according to state news
agency JRNA.
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Tuesday a deal with Iran to
reopen Hormuz could hap-
pen "tomorrow or the next
day," telling reporters in
California that negotiators
"had a very good day”.
"The strait is going to be
open very soon, or they're
going to get hit very hard —
and then the strait's going
to be open,” Mr. Trump
said in an interview with

Fox News.




Dhaka turns Hasina’s
official residence into
memorial museum

Press Trust of India
DHAKA

Prime Minister Tarique
Rahman inaugurated the
‘July Mass Uprising Memo-
rial Museum’ at Ganabha-
ban, Prime Minister’s offi-
cial residence during Ms.
Hasina’s regime, “coincid-
ing with the day she left to
India on August 5;2024.

Sheikh Hasina

Mr. Rahnmm'ounced
that government institu-
tio &be named af-
te% activists of the

isi

and those who

illed during the rule

Z Ms. Hasina’s Awami

eague since 2009.

According to a UN re-

port, up to 1,400 people

were killed between July 15
and August 15 last year.

China announces
countermeasures
against Washington

Associated Press
BANGKOK

€nsIons are Simmering
between the world’s two
biggest economies ahead
of an expected visit by Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping
to the U.S. in September,
despite signs of warming
ties during his meetings
with U.S. President Donald
Trump in Beijing in May.
The Commerce Ministry

The “measures serious-
ly violate the important
consensus reached by the
two heads of state and se-
verely damage China’s legi-
timate rights and interests.
China has no choice but to
take necessary counter-
measures in response,” the
Ministry said.




