Dissanayake says he favours ‘national
consensus’ before drafting Constitution

Meera Srinivasan

He made the remarks
during a discussion on
Monday with leaders of
political parties and al-
liances representing the is-
land’s Tamil-speaking mi-
norities in the north and
east, and the Malaiyaha Ta-
mils living in the central
and southern hill country.

Anura Kumara Dissanayake with representatives of Tamil-speaking
ethnic minority communities in Colombo. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The common platform
comprises the All Ceylon
MakkalCongress (ACMC),
Ceylon Workers’ Congress
(CWC), Democratic Tamil

National Alliance (DTNA),
Ilankai Tamil Arasu Kach-
chi (ITAK), Sri Lanka Mus-
lim Congress (SLMC), and
the Tamil Progressive Al-
liance (TPA). It has identi-
fied a limited programme
focusing on three key
areas: the introduction of a
new Constitution, the early
conduct of the long-pend-

ing Provincial Council
polls, and the resolution of
conflicts surrounding peo-
ple’s land.

According to a state-
ment issued by the Presi-
dent’s office following the




CWG high fuels calls to make Haryana ¢o-host for 2030 games

Ashok Kumar
BHIWANI

Bharatiya Janata Party’s
(BJP) Bhiwani-Mahendra-
garh MP Dharambir Singh

seek an appointment with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and raise the issue.
BJP leader and Olympic
bronze medallist boxer Vi-
jender Singh said while the
final call rests with the go-
vernment, “it would:be
good if the games are held
in Haryana”. Former BJP
Rajya Sabhamember Kiran

HaryanaMPs in New Delhi on Tuesday demanding that the State
¢0-host the 2030 Commonwealth Games. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Choudhry said she would
take up the matter with the
Prime Minister and Chief
Minister Nayab Singh Saini.

On Monday, Congress’s
Haryana MPs — Deepender

Hooda, Jai Prakash, Varun
Mulana, Satpal Brahma-
chari, and Karmbir Baudh
— staged a protest at the
Parliament complex de-
manding that Haryana be

made the host or a co-host
for the 2030 games.

Mr. Hooda asked why
Haryana, which wins 50%
of the country’s medals at
the CWG, Asian Games and
Olympics with just 2% of
India’s population, conti-
nues to face neglect.

The Congress leader at-
tacked the State govern-
ment for not submitting a
proposal to host the games
and demanded that it im-
mediately send a bid and
that the Central govern-
ment consider it seriously.




Gen Zloud and clear on the street but
invisible in Parliament, Assemblies

Only 6 MPs & 20 MLAs from GenZ, given
eligibility age is 25 for candidates,
but population share is nearly 26%

AnjishnuDas
New Delhi, August 4

ON THE streets, Gen Z’s voice
rings loud and clear, butin Par-
liament and the state legisla-
tures, it remains a faint echo.
Thereason: GenZaccounts
for over a quarter of the
country's population, yet its

representation in politicsis re-
stricted to just 26 legislators
across the country — six Lok
Sabha MPs and 20MLAs, a low
number eventhough the mini-
mum ageto contest electionsis
25, whieh rules out a chunk of
thisdemographic.
Defined as those born
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

e Party-wise GenZMPsand MLAs

AADMK:1 % TotalGenZ
Wi 1 legislators
HSPDP:1 26
Independent: 1 ’ SP:2
JanaSena ‘ NPP:1
Party:1 4 A JD NCP(SP): 1
DU LJP(RV):1

SOURCE: LOK SABHA, STATE ASSEMBLIES, ADR




6 MPsin Lok Sabha

The current Lok Sabha,
elected in 2024, offered the first
opportunity for Gen Zrepresen-
tatives to enter the Lower
House. The Congress has the
most Gen Z MPs at three, fol-
lowed by the SP at two and the
LJP(RV) at one. UP and Karna-
taka have two Gen Z MPs each,
while Bihar and Rajasthan have
oneeach.

The Gen Z MPs are: SP's
Pushpendra Saroj (27) from Kau-
shambi and PriyaSaroj (27) from
Machhlishahrin UP; Congress's
Sagar Khandre (28) from Bidar
and Priyanka Satish Jarkiholi
(29) from Chikkodi in Karnataka,
and Sanjna Jatav (28) from Bha-
ratpur in Rajasthan; and LJP
(Ram Vilas)'s Shambhavi (28)
from Samastipur in Bihar.

These six MPs were the only
winners among the 98 Gen Z
Lok Sabha candidates in2024

who accounted for just4:2% of

all 8,360 candidates in the fray.
Four of these six Gen Z MPs
are women; four are college
graduates; and two hold post-
graduate degrees. According to
their election affidavits, Priya
Saroj, Khandre and Jatav are
trained lawyers, Shambhavi
holdsan MA insociology, Jarki-
holiisan MBA, and Pushpendra
Saroj holds an accounting and
management degree from a
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London university.

Five of these six Gen Z MPs
belong to established political
families; only Jatav, a Dalit MP,
does not.

Pushpendra Saroj’s father
Indrajit is a former UP minister
and national general secretary
of SP, while Priya Saroj’s father
is asitting SP MLA and three-
time former Lok Sabha MP.

AmongtheCongress’sGenZ
MPs, Khandre's father Eshwara
is a sitting Karnataka MLA,
former state minister and the
party's state working president,
while hislate grandfather Bhee-
manna was a four-time MLA
and prominent Lingayat leader.
Priyanka Jarkiholi, the other
Karnataka MP, is the daughter
of four-time sitting MLA Satish
Jarkiholi, from the prominent
Jarkiholi political family that
also has members in the BJP.

LJP(RV) MP Shambhavi's
father Ashok Choudhary is a
Cabinet ministerin Bihar'sNDA
government and national gen+
eral secretary of the Nitish
Kumar-led Janata Dal (United):

The Lok Sabha haganother
34 MPs aged 40 or under, taking
the total number of inder-40
legislators to just 404n the 543-
member House: UP has the lar-
gest representation in this group
at 10 MPs, followed by Karna-
takaandAndhraPradeshat five
each, and West Bengal and Ma-
harashtraat four each.

Tamil Nadu has the most

GenZMLAsatfourafterits 2026
Assembly poll —three from the
ruling TVK and one from the
AIADMK. West Bengal has the
next highest at three, all from
the BJP, while Bihar, Meghalaya
and Telangana have two each.
Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Ha-
ryana, Maharashtra, Odisha,
Puducherryand Rajasthan have
one Gen Z MLA each. All these
stateslastwentto polls between
2023 and 2026.

A party-wise breakdown
puts the BJP on top with five
Gen Z MLAs, followed by the
Congress at fourand the TVK at
three. Among the other parties
with Gen Z MLAs are, the
AIADMK and DMKqin Tamil
Nadu, the Jana SenaParty in
Andhra, the JD(U)in Bihar, the
NCP(SP) in Maharashtra, and
two regional parties in Megha-
laya— all withone MLAeach —
besides onie Independentin Ra-
jasthan:

Ofthe20GenZMLAs, 16are
at least college graduates, in-
cluding five postgraduates. One
isadiplomaholder, another has
studied up to Class 10 and two
others up to Class 12. Nine were
elected from reserved seats (six
from SC and three from ST
seats) and eight of them are
women.

Twelve of these 20 Gen Z
MLAs are political newcomers
without prior electoral experi-
ence or family backgrounds, in-
cluding Tamil Nadu MLA Dhili-
pan Jaishankar, a doctor; West
Bengal MLA Santu Pan, a
former journalist; and Bihar
MLA Maithili Thakur, a promi-
nent playback singer.

Keerthana S, the youngest
minister in Tamil Nadu's newly
elected TVK government, has
no electoral experience but was
apolitical consultantwith I-PAC
before contesting the 2026 polls.
Ravindra Singh Bhati was a stu-
dent leader before becoming a
Rajasthan MLA as an Indepen-
dent.

The remaining eight Gen Z

MLAs come from political
families. Most prominent
among them are Aditya Surje-
wala, a Haryana MLA and son of
senior Congress leader and
RajyaSabha MP Randeep Surje-
wala; Rohit Patil, aMaharashtra
MLA and son of former Deputy
CM R R Patil; and Puducherry
MLA Vignesh Kannan, whose
father is former Lok Sabha MP
and ex-Puducherry Assembly
Speaker, P Kannan. Several
others, stich as MynampallyRo-
hith in Telangana, Tanzil Hus-
sain in Assam, Upasna Moha-
patrain Odishaand Damanbait
Lamare in Meghalaya, are also
children of former legislators.

Under 40, bigger
basket

Asmany as 397 MLAs across
India are 40 or younger, includ-
ing the 20 who belong to Gen Z.
Asashare of an Assembly's total
membership, Chhattisgarh has
the highest proportion of MLAS
aged 40 or younger at 35.6%, fol-
lowed by Tamil Nadu at 20.9%,
Meghalayaat16.7%, West Bengal
at 15.7%, and Bihar at 15.6%. Of
these states, Tamil Nadu and
Bengal held theirlatestelections
this year, while Bihar voted inlate
2025. In absolute terms, Tamil
Nadu has the most MLAs aged
40 or younger at 49, followed by
Bengalat46, Biharat 38, UPat 37,
and Chhattisgarh at 32.

These numbers matter be-
cause, by the 2029 Lok Sabha
elections, Gen Z could account



Amid Opp protests, RS

passes Registration of
Births and Deaths Bill

Express News Service
New Delhi, August 4

Under theexisting law, reg-
istrations delayed by over one
year require an order from a
district magistrate, sub-divi-
sional magistrate, or an auth-
orised executive magistrate,
and the provision will continue
to apply for delays of up to two
years under the amended law.

Leader of Opposition Malli-
karjun Kharge started the dis-
cussion by saying that the only
way to see the House function
normallyisifthe Prime Minister
shows up, buthe was cut shortby
the Deputy Chairperson Hari-
vansh. While BJP memberssup-
ported the Bill, some members
such as BJD’s Santrupt Misra,
United People’s Party Liberal
member Pramod Boro, and Shiv
Sena’s Jyoti Nagnath Waghmare
objected to the provision of a

judicial magistrate’s order for
birth and death registrations.
Borosaid thejudicial magistrates
are overburdened and this
requirement will lead todelaysin
registrations. Hesaid therewasa
disparity in the number of judi-
cial magistrates across states.

Waghmare said the registra-
tion process should be made
easier with camps and door-to-
door activities, and penalties
should be remoyed. BJP
member BiswajitSinha, who
gave his maiden speech in the
House, said that the Congress
members were against the Bill
because they were allowing
Pakistani and Bangladeshi
citizens to register in India.

The Opposition members,
ontheotherhand, tried to again
raise the issue of the Home Min-
ister’s absence in the House.
Congress’s Phoolan Devi Netam
and DMK’s Tiruchi Sivasaid the
Home Minister himself should
have presented the Bill.

CPIM member V Sivadasan
said the Bill was very important
and there was a need for proper
documentation. He went on to
say that the cause of death
should be accurately docu-
mented, such as malnutrition
and paper leaks.

In his reply, Rai said there
was a need for the members to




ONLY 63% OF ENUMERATION FORMS DIGITISED SO FAR

Delhi SIR deadline
extended for2nd

time within weeks

Devansh Mittal
New Delhi, August 4

released by c UILLICE O
the Chief Electoral Officer
(CEO), Delhi, showed that only
around 63% of the forms had
beendigitised by 8 pm on Tues-
day. The enumeration phase,
which began on June 30 and
wasoriginally scheduled toend
onJuly29, had already been ex-
tended once to August 8. It will
now continue until August 17.
In this phase, booth level of-
ficers (BLOs) conduct door-t0+
doorvisitstodistribute enumer-
ation forms, electorsfillouttheir
details and BLOs upleadthe de-
tails on the EC portal.

Inastatement, the CEO’s of-
fice said the schedule had been
revised “keeping in view the
main objective of the SIR that
‘no eligible citizen is left out
while no ineligible person is in-
cluded intheelectoral roll”” and
to give electors more time to
submit their enumeration
forms. It also requested all elec-
tors, who are yet to submit their
enumeration forms, to do the
same at the earliest.

Officials in the CEO’s office
had earlier told The Indian Ex-

pressthat they expect 30-40% of

names in Delhi’s electoral rolls

e THEREVISED TIMELINE
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BLOs in Sangam Vihar. GAJENBRAYADAV

JUNE 30 - AUGUST 1%
House-to-house visitby.BLOs

AUGUST 24: Draftelectoral
rolls publication

AUGUST. 24 “SEPTEMBER 23:
Filing claifs & objections

AUGUST 24 - OCTOBER 22:
Notice phase/disposal of claims
and objections

SOURCE: OFFICE OF CHIEF ELECTORAL OFFICER.

Neighbouring Gurgaon,
where the enumeration exercise
just got over recently, also saw
29% of the electors getting ex-
cluded -thehighest in Haryana.

The extension in Delhi
comes days after the EC simi-
larly revised the SIR schedulein
Odisha and Telangana.

e exercise, meanwhile,
has become a political flash-
point. AAP leader Somnath
Bharti on Monday alleged that

AROUND

63%

ENUMERATION FORMS
DIGITISED BY 8 PM ON TUESDAY

OCTOBER 27
Publication of final rolls

around 30 lakh genuine voters.
“The EC’s requirement for
voters or their parents to be
listed in the 2002 electoral rollis
excluding lakhs of eligible
voters. Among poorer sections,
landlords often do not allow ten-
ants to obtain any permanent
address proof. Thus, names of
many suchtenants are being de-
leted,” he had said.

"During elections, you will
see many lower income electors
returning to their villages to
vote. They want to remain reg-
istered in their villages because
they receive government bene-
fits. Many people have their
names on electoral rolls in both
places. One of those votes will
now be deleted,” a senior BJP
functionary had told The In-
dian Express earlier.

Oil and Natural
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Ashok Kumar
BHIWANI

Haryana’s dominance at
the recently concluded
Commonwealth  Games
(CWG) in Glasgow has
sparked a fresh demand
from sportspersons and
political leaders across
party lines to make the
State a co-host of the 2030
CWG scheduled to be held
in Ahmedabad.

Bharatiya Janata Party’s
(BJP) Bhiwani-Mahendra-
garh MP Dharambir Singh

said, “It is valid to say that
boxing events — or at least
some CWG events — should
be held in Bhiwani. It is a
hub for boxing in India.”
Mr. Singh said he would
seek an appointment with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and raise the issue.
BJP leader and Olympic
bronze medallist boxer Vi-
jender Singh said while the
final call rests with the go-
vernment, “it would:be
good if the games are held
in Haryana”. Former BJP
Rajya Sabhamember Kiran

HaryanaMPs in New Delhi on Tuesday demanding that the State
¢0-host the 2030 Commonwealth Games. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Choudhry said she would
take up the matter with the
Prime Minister and Chief
Minister Nayab Singh Saini.

On Monday, Congress’s
Haryana MPs — Deepender

Hooda, Jai Prakash, Varun
Mulana, Satpal Brahma-
chari, and Karmbir Baudh
— staged a protest at the
Parliament complex de-
manding that Haryana be

made the host or a co-host
for the 2030 games.

Mr. Hooda asked why
Haryana, which wins 50%
of the country’s medals at
the CWG, Asian Games and
Olympics with just 2% of
India’s population, conti-
nues to face neglect.

The Congress leader at-
tacked the State govern-
ment for not submitting a
proposal to host the games
and demanded that it im-
mediately send a bid and
that the Central govern-
ment consider it seriously.




‘U.S. has used virtually all of its
precision missiles during Iran war’

The missiles are principally the Army’s surface-to-surface weapons, known as Army Tactical Missile Systems (ATACMS) and

Precision Strike Missiles (PrSM); CENTCOM has reloaded the munitions from.US. military supplies elsewhere in the world

Reuters
NEW YORK/WASHINGTON

The missiles are princi-
pally the Army’s surface-
to-surface weapons,
known as Army Tactical
Missile Systems (ATACMS)
and Precision Strike Mis-
siles (PrSM). The U.S. has
used “virtually all” of these
weapons, according to two

The U.S. Army conducting live fire tests of the Army Tactical Missile
Systems at'the White Sands Missile Range in New Mexico. AFP

of the sources.

NS llow-
ing Ukrainian forces to at-
tack targets inside Russia.
The PrSM is a newer, more
advanced generation that
will replace the ATACMS,
which have a shorter
range.

Dramatic fall
The dramatic rundown in
precision, long-range mis-
siles means U.S. President
Donald Trump may have to
rely more on riskier, pilot-
ed bombing missions if he
relaunches large-scale at-
tacks on Iran.

Asked for comment on
the stockpile data, the
White House issued a state-
ment from Mr. Trump, say-
ing the U.S. had “far more
munitions than anyone in
the world” and “far more
than we need”.




CONTRADICTORY STATEMENTS CAST DOUBT ON SWIFT DIPLOMATIC SOLUTION; ANOTHER SHIP COMES UNDER ATTACK IN STRAIT

Once open waterway,
deal could cement Iran’s
control over Hormuz

New York Times
August4

IRANAND Oman are closing in
on an agreement to reopen
shipping traffic in the Strait of
Hormuz, according to Iranian
and American officials, but if
the accord goes into effect it
could come at a high price —
ratifying Tehran’s control over
what, before the war, was an
open, international waterway.
As described by officials
familiar with the emerging ac-
cord, vessels heading
intothe Persian Gulf will
transit a channel con-
trolled by Iran, and close
toitscoast. Shipsleaving
the Gulf will travel on a
channel near Oman.
Iranian officials say that
while there will be no tolls
charged, the agreement in-
cludes a “service fee” to cover
the environmental impact of the
shipping, security for the cargo
ships and tankers and staffing.
Revenues would be divided
equally between Iran and
Oman, twoIranianofficials said.
A US official familiar with
the negotiations said Monday
that the Iranian account was
“not accurate,” and said that
any “temporary” routes estab-
lished through the strait would
not involve approvals or per-
missions by Iran, and would in-
volve no tolls.
For US President Donald
Trump, thedeal, ifithappened,

| D

could address his most urgent
political problem allowing
ships to flow again. For their
part, Iranian officials said the
strait would remain closed, de-
spite any agreement, until the
US lifts its naval blockade
against Iranian portsin the Per-
sian Gulfand both countries re-
turn to the 14-point plan laid
out in the Islamabad MoU.

The US could ease the mar-
ket pressure even further, some
officials said, if it decided toissue
exemptions on sanctions
against Iran so it could
legallysell and deliver oil.

But if, ultimately,
Iran asserts continued
control over the pas-
sageway, the opening
might come with ageopolitical
cost. Iranian officials say they
are designing the accord torat-
ify their capacity to control the
strait and therefore retain stra-
tegic leverage that they did not
employ before the war.

Such restrictions woulddi-
rectly violate the goal'set by
Secretary of State Marco
Rubio, who said repeatedlyin
recent months that the strait
must return.to theyKind of
open waterway that it was be-
fore thé war.

Getting the strait reopened
is.vital for Trump politically.
Andsso despite Rubio’s state-
ments, the administration ap-
peatstobe preparingthe world
for a reopening in which Iran
exertsdaily control overtraffic.

Qatar says progressmade
toward US-Iran peace talks

Qatar, Pakistanand
Oman are working
closely for atruce

Reuters
Dubai, Washington, August 4

But for now, the strait re-
mained virtually shut, with
another ship reportedly

coming under attack while try-

struck an optimistic tone on

Awoman holds amock-up of arocket-propelled grenade (RPG) next to
aHezbollah flag during the Arbaeen rally in Tehran on Tuesday. ReuTers

Tuesday, with Treasury Secre-
tary Scott Bessent and Secre-
tary of State Marco Rubio both
pointing to progress in dis-
cussions aimed at reopening
the Strait of Hormuz, a corridor
that normally carries about a
fifth of global oil and liquefied
natural gas shipments.

Rubio told reportersat the State
Department. Bessent said a
deal with Iran on the reopening
of Hormuz could be reached by
Tuesday or Wednesday. Qatar's
foreign ministry spokesperson
Majed al-Ansari said diplo-
matic contacts had reached
“very progressive stages”.

A senior Pakistani security
official said: “Alotis happening
in the background ... We are
talking to both sides. Our sole
goal at this moment is to make
both parties at least agree to
start talking.”

Trump's comments fol-
lowed his weekend decision to
cancel what he described as
"massive attacks" on Iran, ex-
tending a pattern in which he
has threatened major military
action before later backing off
and pointing to diplomatic
contacts.

Iran has halted most traffic
through Hormuz while Wash-
ington maintains ablockade of
Iran-related shipping and
ports. Yemen's Iran-aligned
Houthis have also imposed a
naval blockade on Saudi Arabia
inthe Red Sea, further restrict-
ing oil export routes. A cargo
vessel reported being struck by
an unidentified projectile near
the Straitof Hormuz offOman's
coast, according tothe UKMTO
maritime security agency.
Maritime sources told Reuters
on Tuesday that the vessel was
a dry bulk ship. Its crew had
to abandon the vessel and one
seafarer was missing.

Giving Iran such control
would beamajorshiftinthe re-
gional balance of power and
make it more difficult for Wash-
ington toargue that “Operation
Epic Fury”, which Trump
launched alongside Israel in
February, had weakened Wash-
ington's longstanding foe.



TWO YEARS AFTER OUSTER

Delhi distances itself from
Hasina event today, Dhaka
warns its media not to air

Exiled leader
who faces death
sentence setto

announce return

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, August 4

MOVING TO address concerns
in Dhaka, Delhi made it clear
Tuesday it was neither involved
in nor was it going to endorse
any view aired during ousted
Bangladesh Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina’s public interac-
tion scheduled Wednesday in
the Capital.

She isexpected to announce
her return home and outline
her vision for Bangladesh.

Theevent, being held at the
Foreign Correspondents’ Club
of South Asia, is timed to co-
incide with the second anniver-
sary of the fall of the Hasina
governmenton August S, 2024.

Faced with widespread pro-
tests in Bangladesh, Hasina
had fled the country. She has
been living in India ever sincex
This is the second time she will
be addressing the public viayit-
tual mode in Delhi.

News agency Reuters re-
ported Tuesday that Bangla-
desh Information Adviser
Zahed Ur Rahman warned his
country’s media that an-
nouncing or publicising
Hasina’s planned speech
would violate a December
2024 order by Bangladesh’s In-
ternational Crimes Tribunal
that prohibits media outlets
and social media platforms
from publishing or broadcast-
ing Hasina’s speeches, state-
ments, interviews, and audio
or video messages.

Hasina aide Abu Obaidha
Arin said the event would go
ahead, adding that Dhaka’s “ef-
forts to silence dissent cannot
extinguish voices” beyond the
country’s borders.

Wednesday marks two years of
the fall of Hasina government

EXPLAINED

Amid steps to
restoreties

Relations between Delhi
and Dhaka dived after the
fall of Sheikh Hasina’s
government two years
ago. The two countries
have been tryingterepair
ties ever sinceTarique
Rahmantook charge as
PM earlierthis year. Visa
services have been restored
andIndia hasinvited Rah-
man to the BRICS summit
next month.

In New Delhi, respondingto
questions about Hasina’s
scheduled interaction, Randhir
Jaiswal, spokesperson for the
Ministry of External Affairs,

Rahman’s Foreign Affairs
Adviser Humaiun Kobir raised
theissue of Hasina’s interaction
during a meeting with Dinesh
Trivedi, Indian High Commis-
sioner to Bangladesh, at the
Prime Minister’s Office Monday.

Kobir said such activities
could undermine the positive
progress in Bangladesh-India
relations. In response, Trivedi
assured him that the matter

would be considered appropri-
ately, saying the Indian side
would conduct the necessary
inquiries and remain vigilant
onthe issue.

India and Bangladesh have
been working towards repair-
ing ties since February when
Rahman’s BNP won the elec-
tions. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi was among the first to
congratulate him on his vic-
tory, which was followed by a
phone call.

Prior tofthe Bangladesh
elections/External Affairs Min-
ister S Jaishankar had travelled
to Dhaka for the funeral of Rah-
man’s mother and former
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia.
After the elections, Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla, accompa-
nied by Foreign Secretary Vik-
ram Misri, had attended Rah-
man’s swearing-in ceremony.

India has also invited Rah-
man to the summit of the
BRICS leaders scheduled next
month.

On Tuesday, Jaiswal con-
firmed the invitation. “You
would be aware that a formal
invitation for a bilateral visit to
India was extended to the
Bangladesh PM upon his as-
sumption of office in February
2026. As far as the BRICS Sum-
mit is concerned, India has sep-
arately extended an invitation
toBangladesh PM in his capac-
ity as the current Chair of BIM-
STEC to attend the outreach
session of the 18th BRICS Sum-
mit in New Delhi,” he said.

“The invitation has been ex-
tended as per the standard
practice being followed in
BRICS for the outreach
sessions. Other heads of re-
gional groups have also been
invited inasimilar manner,” he
said.

For Dhaka, however, the
Hasina event in Delhi, where
she and her Awami League
leaders will get a platform, isa
major political issue.

FCC president Waiel
Awwad, in an invitation email,
said the topic was “Sheikh
Hasina’s Homecoming”. “In
this exclusive engagement,
Sheikh Hasina will address the
international media virtually to
announce her homecoming
and outline her vision for Bang-
ladesh,” he said.



ONLY 63% OF ENUMERATION FORMS DIGITISED SO FAR

Delhi SIR deadline
extended for2nd
time within weeks

Devansh Mittal
New Delhi, August 4

WITH ONLY around 63% of
enumeration forms digitised in
Delhi, the Election Commission
(EC) on Tuesday extended the
door-to-door verification exer-
cise underthe Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls
until August 17. Now, the final
electoral rolls will be published
on Oactober 27. The extension
comes with just four days left be-
fore the earlier August 8 dead-
line.

Datareleased by the Office of
the Chief Electoral Officer
(CEO), Delhi, showed that only
around 63% of the forms had
beendigitised by 8 pm on Tues-
day. The enumeration phase,
which began on June 30 and
wasoriginally scheduled toend
onJuly29, had already been ex-
tended once to August 8. It will
now continue until August 17.

In this phase, booth level of-
ficers (BLOs) conduct door-t0+
doorvisitstodistribute enumer-
ation forms, electors fillouttheir
detailsand BLOs upleadthe de-
tails on the EC portal.

The draft eleetoral rolls will
now be published on August 24
instead of August 17. (See box)
The final electoral rolls will now
be published on October 27 in-
stead of October 19.

Inastatement, the CEO’s of-
fice said the schedule had been
revised “keeping in view the
main objective of the SIR that
‘no eligible citizen is left out
while no ineligible person is in-
cluded intheelectoral roll”™ and
to give electors more time to
submit their enumeration
forms. It also requested all elec-
tors, who are yet to submit their
enumeration forms, to do the
same at the earliest.

Officials in the CEO’s office
had earlier told The Indian Ex-
pressthat they expect 30-40% of
names in Delhi’s electoral rolls
to be deleted. “Delhi has a large
population of migrant la-
bourers, government em-

BLOs in Sangam Vihar. GAJENBRAYADAV

JUNE 30 -AUGUST1T:
House-to-house visitby.BLOs

AUGUST 24: Draftelectoral
rolls publication

AUGUST 24 “SEPTEMBER 23:
Filing claifs & objections

AUGUST 24 - OCTOBER 22:
Notice phase/disposal of claims
and objections

SOURCE: OFFICE OF CHIEF ELECTORAL OFFICER.
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63%

ENUMERATION FORMS
DIGITISED BY 8 PM ON TUESDAY

OCTOBER 27
Publication of final rolls

ployees and private sector pro-
fessionals, all of whom move
frequently and often do not up-
date theiraddresses. Thisis why
the deletions may exceed 30%,"
an official had said.

Neighbouring Gurgaon,
where the enumeration exercise
just got over recently, also saw
29% of the electors getting ex-
cluded -thehighest in Haryana.

The extension in Delhi
comes days after the EC simi-
larly revised the SIR schedulein
Odishaand Telangana.

Delhi hasover14Scrorereg-
istered voters. Among its dis-
tricts, South East had the lowest
digitisation rate at around 50%,
followed by South (56%) and
East (57%). Outer North (73%)
and South West (71%) recorded
the most digitisation of forms.

The exercise, meanwhile,
has become a political flash-
point. AAP leader Somnath
Bharti on Monday alleged that
BJP was using SIR to delete

around 30 lakh genuine voters.
“The EC’s requirement for
voters or their parents to be
listed in the 2002 electoral roll is
excluding lakhs of eligible
voters. Among poorer sections,
landlords often donot allow ten-
ants to obtain any permanent
address proof. Thus, names of
many such tenants are being de-
leted,” he had said.

"During elections, you will
see many lower income electors
returning to their villages to
vote. They want to remain reg-
istered in their villages because
they receive government bene-
fits. Many people have their
names on electoral rolls in both
places. One of those votes will
now be deleted,” a senior BJP
functionary had told The In-
dian Express earlier.
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