Karnataka outfits call

for bandh on Aug. 13

over Cauvery water

B.S. Sathish Kumar
BENGALURU

Various organisations in
Karnataka have called a
State bandh on August 13
in protest against the Cauv-
ery Water Management
Authority (CWMA)’s direc-
tive to release water to Ta-
mil Nadu.

On  Thursday, the
CWMA upheld the Cauvery
Water Regulation Commit>
tee’s (CWRC) earlier order
to Karnataka to release
3,500 cusecs of. Cauvery
water to TamilNadu for 15
days. Citing poor storage in
its reservoirs, Karnataka
has been reiterating its in-
ability to release water to
Tamil Nadu.

A decision to call the
bandh was taken at a meet-
ing of various Kannada or-
ganisations held in Benga-
luru on Friday under the
leadership of veteran lead-
er and former MLA Vatal
Nagaraj.

Chief Minister D.K. Shi-
vakumar appealed to the
organisations not to go

A protest in Bengaluru on
Friday. SUDHAKARA JAIN

ahead with the bandh. He
said the government would
decide its next move only
after getting advice from le-
gal experts and after con-
sulting the Opposition par-
ties at an all-party meeting
on Sunday.

In view of the tense at-
mosphere in the State, Mr.
Shivakumar appealed to
his Tamil Nadu counter-
part, C. Joseph Vijay, to put
off his visit to Karnataka.
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» PAGE 8



Karnataka outfits call
for bandh on August 13

Mr. Shivakumar’s appeal came in the wake of prot-
ests across Karnataka’s Cauvery basin, particular-
ly in the command area of Mandya, where de-
monstrators tore posters of Mr. Vijay’s recently
released film Jana Nayagan and forced theatres at
some places to halt its screening.

Mandya district continued to witness protests
as Opposition BJP workers staged a demonstra-
tion outside the main entrance to the KRS reser-
voir in Mandya district. The police detained a
large number of BJP workers and-leaders, includ-
ing party’s State president B.Y.‘Vijayendra and
Leader of the Opposition in the Legislative As-
sembly R. Ashok. The BJPhas threatened to boy-
cott Sunday’s all-party meeting if the “Chief Minis-
ter does not give a commitment on not releasing
water” to Tamil Nadu.

The Chief Minister said the inflow into the re-
servoirs in [Karnataka’s Cauvery basin had im-
proved in the last two to three days and described
it as a “reassuring sign”. Referring to the storage
position of four reservoirs in the State’s Cauvery
basin, he said Harangi reservoir had a storage of
95% of its full capacity, while that in Kabini was
83%, KRS 36%, and Hemavathi 67%.

“The release made till July in this year has been
the smallest quantum of water released in the last
100 years to Tamil Nadu,” he said. In fact, Tamil
Nadu had sought release of 9.94 tmcft of water,
but the CWRC recommended roughly half that
amount, he noted.




Lok Sabha passes Births and Deaths Bill

amid protests over police crackdown

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Lok Sabha on Friday
_passed the Registration of
irths and Deaths (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2026 without
debate amid loud protests
by the Opposition against
the police crackdown on
student protesters at Jantar
Mantar on July 20.

The Opposition protests
began as soon as the House
convened at 11 a.m., forc-
ing Speaker Om Birla to ad-
journ it till noon. The ruck-
us continued when the
House reassembled.

BJP MP Dilip Saikia, who
was in the chair, asked for
listed papers to be laid on
the table. These included
grant of deadline extension
to the Joint Parliamentary

Committee examining the
Constitution (130th
Amendment) Bill, 2025 for
submission of report. The
Constitution Amendment
Bill proposes the automatic
removal of Ministers, Chief
Minister, or Prime Minister
if they are arrested and
held in custody for 30 days
on serious criminal charg-

Proceedings under way in the Lok Sabha on Friday. ANI

es carrying a jail term of
five years or more.
Following this, Minister
of State for Home Nitya-
nand Rai put up the Regis-
tration of Births and
Deaths (Amendment) Bill
for discussion. It seeks to
make delayed registration
Of births and deaths more

stringent by requiring an

order from a judicial ma-
gistrate (first class) for re-

“gistrations done after two

yedls.

Unfortunate, says Rijiju
The Opposition MPs then
trooped into the Well of
the House demanding the
presence of Home Minister
Amit Shah even as Mr. Sai-
kia called out the names of
MPs listed to speak during
the debate. The Bill was
passed by voice vote amid
sloganeering.

Parliamentary  Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju said
the passage of the Bill in
this manner was unfortu-
nate. “Please do not repeat
this in the future. People
who sent you to Parlia-
ment will seek answers
from you,” he said.



Cong. moves privilege

motion over Jitendra

Singh'’s ‘no firing’ claim

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Congress on Friday
stepped up its challenge to
the government’s account
of the student protests,
with party general secre-
tary (organisation) K.C. Ve-
nugopal submitting a not-
ice to move a privilege
motion against Union Mi-
nister Jitendra Singh for
telling the Lok Sabha that
“no firing took place”:

[n the notice to Lok Sab-
ha Speaker Om¢Birla, Mr.
Venugopal accused the Mi-
nister of “knowingly and
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K.C.Venugopal

ing took place at all, the
question of giving an order
does not arise.”

“Contrary to the Minis-
ter’s assertions, firing did
occur. The injured person

1s still under medication,

deliberately” placing incor-
rect information on record
and misleading the House
during his reply to the de-
bate on the Public Exami-
nations (Prevention of Un-
fair Means) Amendment
Bill, 2026, on July 29.

Mr. Venugopal cited Mr.
Singh’s statement: “Se-
condly, it has been repeat-
edly clarified that no firing
took place at all; tear gas
was used; so when no fir-

with data available in the
public domain,” he said.
Mr. Venugopal said mis-
leading the House consti-
tuted a breach of privilege

and contempt of Parlia-
ment.

He urged the Speaker to
initiate privilege proceed-

ings against Mr. Singh and
refer the matter to the
Committee of Privileges for
examination and neces-
sary action.




Centre extends PM-Kisan for four

more years, allocates X3.15 lakh cr.

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet on Fri-
day approved continuation
of the Pradhan Mantri Ki-
san Samman Nidhi (PM-KI-
SAN) Scheme from 2026-
27 to 2030-31, with a total
financial outlay of 3.15

lakh crore.

The scheme provides a
financial assistance of
36,000 per year for farm-
ers. The government said it
had transferred more than
¥4.47 lakh crore direetly to

farmers’ bank accounts in
23 instalments under the
scheme which was

The govt. had
transferred over
14.47 lakh crore to
farmers’ accounts in
23 instalments

launched 7 in  February
2019, “Onder the 23rd in-
stalment, more than 9.49
crore farmers benefited,
with over 18,984 crore re-
leased,” the Union Agricul-
ture Ministry said in a
release.

Women beneficiaries
The government added
that women farmers had

received more than 1.06
lakh crore under PM-KI-
SAN, and nearly one out of
every four beneficiary was
a woman farmer.

“The assistance provid-
ed under PM-KISAN has
enabled farmers to make

timely Investments In

seeds, fertilizers, irriga-
tion, agricultural machin-
éry and other agricultural
requirements. This has en-
hanced farmers’ produc-
tive capacity, reduced their
dependence on informal
credit and strengthened
the financial stability of ru-
ral households,” the Minis-
try added.




{ GENERAL VN SHARMA « 19302026 }

Ex-Army Chief who oversaw IPKF withdrawal from Lanka

Man Aman Singh Chhina
Chandigarh, July 31

GENERAL VISHWA Nath
Sharma (retd), who led the
Army from 1988101990, died in
New Delhi on Friday. He was

Known in Army circles as
“Tich’ Sharma, the veteran of-
ficer will be cremated at Brar
Square Crematorium in Delhi
Cantonment at T0.30 3mon
Saturday.

In 1987, Gen Sharma re-
placed Lt Gen J K Puri as East-

ern Army Commander when
the stand-off with China in the

Wangdung area was already in

progress. Lt Gen Puri, who was
six months senior to Gen
Sharma, proceeded as Vice
Chief of Army Staff. Lt GenN S
Narahari was General Officer
Commanding (GOC) 4 Corps,
and he was the commander
who was dealing with the area
where the Chinese had made
aningress.

In an interview to Maj Gen
Nilendra Kumar on YouTube
for the channel ‘Lex Consilium
Foundation’ in 2025, Gen
Sharma had said the Army
Feadquarters had laid down a
Timit o} patrolling on the Line of
ey dId N0t want to provoke a
ar T Chia, "THE Tmituas’

m as set ajiv. i’s
government,” hesaid.

“I had visited Narahari’s
Corpsatthe timeand flew over
the entiré area in questionin a
helicopter, ineluding the places

General Vishwa Nath Sharma

wheére the Chinese had made
aningress. So I straightaway
gave the orders, ‘no withdra-
wal’,” he said.
Whenthisorderwasrelayed
to Army HQs, Gen Sharma got
a call from the then Director
General Military Operations
(DGMO) Lt Gen Bipin Joshi,
who later became the Army

Chief. “Hesaid, ‘Sir, you are dis-

Tders of the Gov-
emment of India’. So I said,
*THTS 1s not disobedience of
orders; your orders themselves
are incorrect. Under the Army

Act,Iamonly sup&(s!e% toobey
ela command of the su-

perior officer’. Then the Chief
(Gen K Sundarji) called me up
and said, “This is ridiculous’. I
said; Go to the Supreme Court
and checkifitislawful,” hesaid.

The strong military re-
sponse by India in the crisis
eventually led to the stand-off
getting resolved, and the
armies of the two countries
moved back under mutual
agreement.

As Army Chief, GenSharma
oversaw the orderly withdrawal
of the Indian Peace Keeping

orce TOM Sti Lan

While serving as Additional
Director General Military Oper-

ations (ADGMO) inthe Military
Operations (MO) Directorate,
Gen Sharma had advised the
Then Army Chief General AS
yain at they should

ot get involved in any oper-
ation to flush out Jarnail Singh
‘Bhindranwale and Ris sup-
“Portersfromthe Golden Temple
‘asitwasapoliicalmove.
orn on June 4, 1930, he
hailed from adistinguished mili-
tary family. Son of late Major
General Amar Nath Sharma, he
was commissioned in 16 Light
Cavalryand commanded 66 Ar-
moured Regiment. The family
hails from Dadh Village in Kan-
gradistrictof Himachal Pradesh.
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh condoled his demise and
said, “A distinguished military
leader, General Sharma served
the Nation with unwavering
dedication, courage and hon-
our.”




Taslimareturns to Kolkata

after19 vrs: ‘Good tobeback’

Sweety Kumari
Kolkata, July 31

WEARING A traditional Ben-
gali lal paar shada saree (white
saree with red borders), a smil-
ing Taslima Nasrin stepped out
of Kolkata airport onto a hot
and humid Friday afternoonto
thesound of conch shellsand a
cheering crowd.

For the Bangladeshi author
who has been living in exile for
m@‘—am-
tional return toa city that is her
second home, one she had been
forced to flee almost overnight
nearly two decades ago.

Greeting the crowd, which
had been waiting patiently for
her and welcomed her with
flowers, abeaming Nasrin said,
“It feels extremely good to be
back.”

Leading the welcome party
was BJP MLA Sourav Sikdar.
“Her arrival is a perfect
example of ‘bhoy out, bharosa
in (fear out, confidence in)’%}®
said the legislator fromwDum
Dum North. “Kolkata isherfa-
vourite city and she hastime
and again said this. She could
only come because of Chief
Minister Suvendu Adhikari.
Had she notbeen given that se-
curity and assurance, she
wouldn’t have come. Wherever

Bangladeshi authorTaslima
Nasrin at the airportinKolkata,
Friday. PARTHARAUL

she wantsto go as per law and
whatever she wants to eat, she
can, F'would like her to enjoy
her stay, eat phuchka, and
speak her mind. Kolkata is wait-
ing to hear her tomorrow.”

The event at the Rabindra
Sadan cultural centre on Satur-
day will be Nasrin’s first public
appearance in Kolkata in 19
years.

On November 21, 2007, ten-
sioTISGver the second volume

of her autobiography, Dwik-
hondito (Split: A Life), spilled

onto the streets as demonstra-
tions organised by the All India
inority Forum led to road
blockades and incidents of
arson in parts of KolkaganTeé
bring the situation unéereon-
trol, the Left Front goyernment
Yy Bu e atta-
Charya callegynthe Army to
help restere” order. Facing
political pressure and worried
about thegsituation spiralling
out ofycontrol if Nasrin re-
mained in the city, the govern-

mdined in the City, the Zover|
@rﬁwimwme
ty. She lived in New Delhi for
a tew months after tha
leaving the countrv and mov-
ing to the US for a few years.
_M's—wmed
opposition from conservative
groups since she published her
est-known __novel Lajja
(Shame) in 1993. The book was
aboutthe persecution of aficti-
Tious Hindu family in Bangla-
TeshTrhe aRersath of the
Babri Masjid's demolition. She
left Bangladesh the following

year following d

and protests and lived agmss
Europe, including Germany,
and North America.

During this period, Sweden

granted her citizenship. She
ently found refuge in

KM&LMV
closest to her home. In 1998,

Nasrinpublished Meyebela (My
Bengali Girlhood), the first vol-
ume of her autobiography.
Dwikhondito was the second
part of the autobiography and
raﬂ'l'ﬁﬁ)'lEg—al?h—aﬁE&nd
opposition from conservatives.

,she moved to Kolkata
after receiving a temporary
residence permit.

The Rabindra Sadan event
—where Nasrin’s poemswill be
read and may see the author dis-
cuss the circumstances under
which she left Kolkata and her
years away from the city — is
beingorganised by NGOs Secu-
lar Mission, Paschimbonger
Jonno (For West Bengal), and
Human Rights Beyond Fron-
tiers. Chief Minister Suvendu
Adhikari and author Shir-
shendu Mukhopadhyay are ex-
pected to attend the event.

“We will not bow down be-
fore fundamentalists. We ex-
pecthertocome here more and
stay. The courage Suvendu Ad-
hikari has shown by inviting
her, no other person could have
done that,” Santanu Singha, a
committee member of Human
Rights Beyond Frontiers, told
The Indian Express.

As per her tentative sched-
ule, Nasrin will meet the press
on August 3 and leave the fol-
lowing day.




Case against Noida woman for ‘abusing”PM moved to Delhi

Suruchi Kumari
NEW DELHI

A day after reports of an
FIR registered in Noida

against a woman_named
uchika Singh for “abus-
ing” Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi came to light, a
elhi Police officer on Fri-
day said the case has been
transferred to ;Hg Parlia-
ment Street police station.
When reached for com-
ment, Deputy Commis-

sioner of Police (New Del-
hi) Sachin Sharma said the

case had not yet been
handed over to them as of
Friday evening. “We will
decide the course of action
once we get it,” he said.

On Wednesday, the U.P.

police had reE'stered a ze-
ro FIR at the EXxpressway
police station based on a

ident, smriti Singh. The
complainant alleged that
Ms. Ruchika used “abusive
and objectionable” _lan-
guage against Mr. Modi;
thereby undermining “the
dignity of the constitution-

al office”. She claimed that
the remarks were intended
to “spread hatred and dis-
rupt public peace”.

‘Misuse of machinery’

Reacting to the develop-
ment, Cockroach Janta
Party «(CJP) spokesperson

Saurav.Das said on X: “The
misuse of criminal machin-
ery against Ruchika Singh
M ceniale ooty
dO_ESMiQLaI-Wna]

case. The
their _energy elsewhere,

not on a 25-year- -old.”

In a video statement, CJP
founder Abhijeet Dipke
said, “Law should be the
same for everyone. It can-
not be used against the
youth of the country and
not against political leaders
for using abusive language.”

The FIR comes against
the backdrop of the CJP-led
protest at Jantar Mantar,
which was called off on Ju-
ly 25 after Dharmendra
Pradhan stepped down as
the Union Education Mi-
nister. Since then, media
clips an 1al media con-

tent posted by women
protesters have been circu-
lated on social media and
they have been subjected
€ harassment.

~One such post on Friday
by an X user identifyin
Rimself as Shashi Kumar, a
<o-convener of the Bharati-
ya Janata Party’s Uttar Pra-
desh social media unit,
contained a video of three
women ana EOHEE; EE EIR
against_them_ purportedly
for similar “offences” as

those Ms. Ruchika Singh is
accused of.




‘Misguided children

used abusive words,

want to forgive them’

Sandeep Phukan
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday said some
“misguided children” dur-
ing the Jantar Mantar prot-
ests used abusive language
but he wanted to forgive
them.

“What happened in Jan-
tar Mantar, the country
and the world witnessed it.
Some mischievous chil-
dren used abusive lan-
guage that doesn’t dignify
any civilised society. They
not only abused me but
even my late mother,” Mr.
Modi said in a video postéd
on his X and Instagram
handles.

The Prime Minister said
one could make an error of
judgment_.“during one’s
youth but~such mistakes
could also be corrected.

‘Cultural shock’

“I understand the anger in
our society. There is a cul-
tural shock about our
daughters using such lan-
guage. This is the time to
give them a hug and show
them the right path...I
want to forgive them,” Mr.
Modi said.

Appealing for restraint
from the wider society, the
Prime Minister said there
could not be any solution
by making the youngsters
run around police stations

Narendra Modi

and courts.

“The children are ours
and we have to show them
the right path even if it is
difficult to do to people
who have been misled,” he
said.

‘Cannot threaten Gen Z’
Mr. Modi’s message came
on aday when a zero FIR in
Noida (Uttar Pradesh) was
filed against a 25-year-old
woman for using expletive
against Mr. Modi at the Jan-
tar Mantar protests on July
25.

Reacting to the news,
Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi said the Prime Mi-
nister should not “threaten
Gen Z”.

“PM_Modi and Amit
Shah — you cannot threa-
ten Gen Z into silence,” Mr.
Gandhi said in a post on X,
adding, “You are India’s
past. Be careful about how
you treat India’s future.”




Don't threaten Gen Z, you

are the past, Rahul tells PM;

Kharge seeks Shah’s exit

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Congress president Malli-
karjun Kharge and Leader
of the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi
on Friday accused the Na-
rendra Modi government
of targeting student protes-
ters by hling FIRs, detain-
ing them, and getting their
social media _accounts
blocked, days after they
called off their agitation.

In separate posts on X,
the Congress leaders al-
leged that the government
had reneged on the under-
standing that no action
would be taken against the
students after they with-
drew their protest.

Mr. Gandhi, in his post,
accused the government of
trying to intimidate a gen-
eration of young protes-
ters. “PM Modi and Amit
Shah - you cannot threa-
ten Gen Z into silence,” he
said.

i\dr. Kharge alléged that

14

a N\

womenprotesters were be-
ing “dexxed”, or having
their-pérsonal information
exposed online.

“Ten days ago, your go-
vernment suppressed the
youth with batons-pellet
guns. When the students
withdrew their movement,
now you're filing FIRs
against them out of a sense
of revenge, forcibly detain-
ing them,” Mr. Kharge said.

He alleged that the stu-
dents had withdrawn their
movement on the assu-
rance that no action would
be taken against them, but
“now your governments
have gone back on their
own word”. Mr. Kharge
further claimed that the
government was getting
the social media accounts

{2
Congress leaders Mallikarjun Kharge and Rahul Gandhi accused the
government of targeting student protesters. AN

of students blocked and
that girls were being
doxxed.

He also renewed his at-
tack on Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah for his ab-
sence from Parliament
during the confrontation
over the handling of the
student protests. “The ar-
rogance is such that Home
Minister Amit Shah didn’t
even set foot in the Parlia-
ment House, kept fearing
to give a statement on ac-
countability,” he said.

He said attempts at
“face-saving” and “image
protection” would no lon-
ger work as the youth had
“already” seen through the
government’s actions. He
also demanded Mr. Shah’s
resignation.




Cabinet okays ¥84,084-cr. Samudra

Manthan for offshore exploration

Saptaparno Ghosh
NEW DELHI

To boost India’s offshore
exploration efforts, the Un-
ion Cabinet approved an
outlay of 384,084 crore to
the Union_Petroleum Mi-
nistry’s National Offshore
Exploration Scheme Samu-
dra Manthan.

—The corpus is to be util-
ised until FY2030-31. The
overall outlay is categor-
ised into four key compo-
nents the most important
of which relate to drilling
60 deepwater exploration
wells for which the Cabinet
has allocated 343,200
crore.

This is inclusive of the
government of up to 50%
of eligible drilling cost«or
675 crore per well.

The other component
relates to offshore data ac-
quisition which carries an
outlay of 328,534 crore.

Development of com-
mon offshore infrastruc-

Well oiled plan: TheScherné aims at catalysing reserves of over
600 MMTOE. (Forsrepresentational purpose only) GETTYIMAGES/ISTOCK

ture hubste facilitate com-
mercialisation of
discoveries, which would
bé acecounting for an outlay
0f 10,000 crore.

Finally, the establish-
ment of oil and gas manu-
facturing and services
zones - seeking to promote
domestic manufacturing
and localisation of critical
equipment and services -
tabulate an outlay of
32,000 crore.

Overall, the Union go-
vernment’s flagship
scheme for offshore explo-
ration aims at catalysing re-
serves of more than 600
million metric tonnes of oil
equivalent (MMTOE).

Stimulating investments
It envisages to “stimulate
significant  investments
across the exploration and
production value chain,
creating long-term oppor-

tunities for industry, inno-
vation and economic
growth.”

Essentially, with hydro-
carbon exploration being a

capital-intensive — activity

“WitlT Tong gestation period
bt essential for a coun-
Tfy’S domestic energy se-
curity; The scheme seeks to
TeoTienT growth 1mto_this

a oftshore explo-
ration) to overcome diffi-
culties from ageing oil and
gas fields.

Reflecting on the an-
nouncement, Rajnish Gup-
ta, partner for tax and eco-
nomic policy, EY India
held, “Investments in
large-scale seismic data ac-
quisition and drilling of ex-
ploratory well in deep and
ultra deep waters will re-
duce geological uncertain-
ty and de-risk exploration
and lay the foundation for
future discoveries. Good
results can catalyse greater
private investments in the
sector.”




Pak crackdown on PoK protests Kills

40, India flags ‘ruthless’ use of force

DivyaA
New Delhi, July 31

THE ONGOING crackdown by
the Pakistani establishment in
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir

Respondingtoaquestionon
the situation in PoK during a
media briefing, Randhit Jais-
wal, spokesperson for'the Min-
istry of External'/Affairs, said, “As
you have yourselfwitnessed, the
Pakistani establishment con-
tinuestounleash ruthless force
against*peaceful civilians in
PoJK:This crackdown has re-
sulted in the tragic death of over
40 civiliansand seriousinjuries
to many.” He called the rigged
electionstherearejection ofthe

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

EXPLAINED

Why angerin PoK

Protesters say Isl as
disproportionate control
overthe PoK Assembly. The
ruling party in Pakistan
usually wins the PoK elec-
tions — Pakistan People’s
Party in 2011, Pakistan Mus-
lim League-Nawaz in 2016
and Imran Khan’s Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insafin 2021.




PoK

Pakistani establishment.
Elections for 45 contesting
seats in the PoK legislative as-
Sembly are being held in three
phases an concludeonAu-
gust10. Thereare S3seatsin PoK:
Z5members are directly elected
while eight seats are reserved for
women, technocrats and CIeTics.
~Alter the first phase on July
27,the Pakistan Muslim League-

lamabad disproportionate con-
trol over the PoK legislative as-
sembly.

Besides political disenfran-
chisement, the latest wave of
demonstrations, sources said,
also reflects growing anger over
economic hardshipandincreas-
ingrestrictions on civil liberties.

According tosources closely
monitoringthedevelopmentsin
thearea, theongoingunrestwas
triggered by “a total collapse of
local governance, with author-
ities imposing an economic

Nawaz (PML-N)wonnineofthe  blockadethathascaused critical
T3seats, authorities said amid  shortages of subsidised wheat
Allegations of massive rigging.  and essential medicines”.
The PaKistan Peoples party The anger is also driven by
(PPP) reportedly won the re- “economic extraction”. “The
maining seats. damsin PoK, including Mangla,
New Delhihasdescribedthe  generate power far beyondithe
ongoingelectionsasanattempt  local demand ofabout 400MW,
by Islamabad to camouflageits ~ yet residents face up.t015-20
illegal occupation and hide its  hours of load sh and pay
“grave” violation of human tariffs several timesthe cost of
rghsinterregion. generation, SOurces sal
Over the last two months, In fact,the38-paint charter
PoKhaswitnessed massivepro-  of protestersdirectly targets fi-
tests — the Joint Awami Acton nan¢ial=eorruption and un-
Committee (JAAC), acivilso-  checked privileges of the ruling
Ciety group, hasbeen spearhead- 4, elite/The number of lives lostby
PP e~ cver orato . \GPRiscrimimate iringbysmcuity
served for non-residents. forces on peaceful protesters is
e JAAC has said Islama> pegged at150.
bad manipulates these seatsto ~ ~ Astheinternet remainsshut
IT1S Tme Minister of its  down in the region, there have
choosing. Protesters say these  beenreportsofwidespread viol-
externally voted ilute encebysecurity personnelinthe
local representationandgivels-  wakeofthe elections. According

tothe JAAC, at least 14 its activ-
ists were killed and more than
two dozen injured in clashes
with security personnel during
the first phase of elections.
Inatelevisioninterview, Pak-
istan’s Defence Minister Kha-

1Stan s e ence nister A
waja Asif defended the govern-
violent crackdown on,,.

Wﬁm
placedthe protestersin the same
category as Indiazand called
enemies India”. He
out holding any dialogue
with the protesters.

Comimenting on the Pakis-
tan government’s approach,
Jaiswalsaid, “Its absolute dis-
dainfor the innocent people of
PoK'was laid bare when the De-
fence Ministerbranded the pro-

testing civilians as enemies.”
“Adding to this, the Special
Assistant to the Prime Minister

on Political Affairs, openly ad-
n_um}Fm%lizahi-
deeTT thatthePaKistani establish-
menttrained, armed and sent to
blee a have now turned
TeIT guns Inward, weaponising
emselvesagainstthestate,” he
- The people in PoK, Jaiswal
said, have requested interna-
tional organisations for an inde-
pendent investigation into the
unlawful Killings. “We urge that
the international community
ould scrutinise stan’s ac-
fions and hold it accountable for
fSarrocites, nesad.

i s apant pa s U Jus
He appealed to the youth to
come forward and fulfil thei

he said.
e, let us make the na-
tiop/progress, just learn from
r mistakes, and move for-
ard,” he said.

Earlier, following the abuses
that were captured in multipl
videos circulating on socj

India¢’head. “We are in touch
wit}fthe agencies concerned,
are cooperating with them
0 resolve the matter,” a Meta
spokesperson said.




Jaishankar to Iran’s

Araghchi: No matter

what, do not attack

merchant vessels

DivyaA

New Delhi, July 31
ADAY afterthe government in-
formed Parliament that 16 In-
dian nationals, including 10
seafarers, had been killed and
another 75 injured in West Asia
since the start of the conflict in
February, External Affairs Min-
ister S Jaishankar spoke to his
Iranian counterpart Syed
Abbas Araghchi Friday and
“strongly urged” Iran to avoid
attacks on commercial ship-
ping and seafarers under any
circumstances.

Jaishankar’s phonegonver-
sation with Aragh¢hi came a
day after he‘,*conveyed
India’s concerngver attackson
cargo vesselsand seafarers to
Ukrainian Foreign Minister An-
drii Sybiha

“Had a tele-conversation
with FM Araghchi of Iran this
evening. Conveyed our deep
concerns at the ongoing hostil-
ities in the region,” Jaishankar
said after the conversation.

“Strongly urged that attacks
on commercial shipping and
seafarers be avoided under any
circumstance,” he said in a post
onX, adding, “India condemns
any such attack by any party.”

“Was apprised of Iran’s per-
spective of current develop-
ments and discussions under-

way,” Jaishankar said,
underlining that “India is al-
ways supportive of dialogue
and diplomacy”.

Overthe past few days, New
Delhi has expressed deep worry
over a spate of attacks on mer-
chant vessels_ in the Strait of
Hormuz andythe Black Sea,
which hawe“resulted in the
death ofIndian seafarers. It has
condemned such actions by
any party in the conflict.

This is the first time India
has framed such a strong re-
sponse and conveyed it to all
parties concerned, having lost
10 seafarers in the West Asia
conflictinattacksbyeitherIran
orthe US.

MoS for External Affairs
Kirti Vardhan Singh told Rajya
Sabha Thursday that 16 Indian
nationals, including 10 sea-
farers, were Kkilled and another
75 injured in the West Asia con-
flict since February.

On July 14, the Ministry of
External Affairs had sum-
moned Iranian Deputy Chief of
Mission, Mohammad Javed
Hosseini, to register a
“strong protest” afteranIndian
sailor died and several were
seriously injured when two
UAE-flagged energy tankers
carrying Indian seafarers were
hit by Iranian cruise missiles
earlier in the day.




TEHRAN

Iran’s Revolutionary
Guards said on Friday that
they had struck two tank-
ers attempting to pass
though the strategic Strait
of Hormuz under the “air
escort” of the U.S. military.
The IRGC said the “non-
compliant oil tankers...
were struck and brought to
a halt, while four other oil
tankers quickly changed
course and returned to
their previous positions”.
The Guards said the

tankers had attempted to
pass the strait via “an un-
declared route”, the U.S.-
backed alternative to Teh-
ran’s designated waterway
closer to its own shores.

Iran has effectively
maintained control over
navigation through Hor-
muz since the outbreak of
the war on February 28, re-
quiring vessels to obtain
permission and pay transit
fees. On Thursday, the
Guards said two oil tankers
attempting to transit the
Strait had turned back afe
ter one caught fire.

Trump mulls $100,000 fee for students

keen to work in the US. after graduation

Press T f Indi:
WASHINGTON

The U.S. is planning to im-
pose a $100,000 fee on vi-
sas issued to international
students for working in the
U.S. after graduation from
an American university,
The Wall Street Journal
reported.

The Trump-administra-
tion move comes after a
U.S. court struck down a

proposal — to__lev F
According to The Wall
Street Journal, the Depart-

ment of Homeland Securi-
ty is mulling the high fee

The OPT programme allows foreign graduates to work up to 3 years
on their student visas in areas related to their studies. REUTERS

reign graduates to work for
one to three years on their
student visas in areas di-
rectly related to their
studies.

Tech companies, which
conduct most of the re-
cruitments from U.S. un-
iversities, opposed the
$100,000 fee on H1-B visas.

A DHS spokesperson
said in a statement: “No
policies should be consi-
dered final until formally
announced. At DHS, we
are always having conver-
sations about how to use
all tools in our arsenal to
protect the integrity of our
legal immigration system.”



Trump touts Gaza deal,

Hamas seeks Israeli exit

US. leader hails ‘historic agreement’ on disarmament; Palestinian militant group acknowledges

deal, says it will abandon weapons only if Israel withdraws troops and ‘stops killing Palestinians’

Stanly Johny

.S. President Do-
U nald Trump on Fri-
day  announced

that the Board of Peace, an
organisation Washington
established to oversee a

“Today, the Board of
Peace reached a historic
agreement for the com-
plete disarmament of Ha-
mas and all other armed

Hamas, the Palestinian
militant group that runs
parts of Gaza, made an offi-
cial statement acknowledg-
ing the deal, but added
that it would abandon wea-

——

Displaced Palestinians walk past destroyed buildings and makeshift

shelters near the al-Shati refugee camp, west of Gaza City. AFp

pons-and end its rule only
if Israel, which currently
occupies more than 60% of
the enclave, withdraws its
troops and “stops killing
Palestinians”.

quoted “a senior official”
as saying in a statement
that “there will be no IDF
zZa
without the genuine disar-
mament of Hamas”.
According to  Mr
Trump, the agreement is a
step towards Gaza finally
being governed by a new

Palestinian government in
coordination with the
Board of Peace. “At the
same time, Israel will have
the security it deserves,
with Gaza no longer used
as a base for terror at-
tacks,” he wrote.

“This is a major miles-
tone in the implementa-
tion of the Trump 20-Point

Trump said on Friday. “As
disarmament is complet-

The U.S. leader .thanked
Egypt, Qatar, and Turkiye
for their mediation efforts.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 8



Trump touts Gaza deal,
Hamm.s.&eks.lm:hﬂut

Ghazi Hamad, a member of Hamas’s political bu-
reau, said the group made “concessions for the
sake of the Palestinian people”.

The issue of weapons is “linked to Israeli with-
drawal, the entry of the National Committee, and
reconstruction [of Gaza]”, he said, adding that Is-
rael should not interfere in the governance of Ga-
za and its reconstruction. He insisted that Israel
“will not interfere in this issue”.

Meanwhile, the Palestinian Islamic Jihad said in
a statement that reports about the agreement
were “inaccurate”. The group said it has reserva-
tions about the version of the agreement currently
being circulated.

The Board of Peace released a 15-point road
map for peace saying all parties “aim at ending the
cycle ofdestruction, securing the complete Israeli
withdrawal from Gaza Strip, restoring normal life,
enabling Palestinian governance, reconstruction,
security, recovery and economic development,
rehabilitating damaged sectors and facilitate
launching a credible political path that achieves
self-determination and Statehood”.




SPANISH PM SANCHEZ SAYS BREACHES ARE A ‘VIOLATION OF TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY’

60,000 cross into Spain’s

Ceuta, 57 die after breach

37,500 migrants
‘havereturned to
Morocco: Spain’s
interior ministry

Associated Press
Ceuta, July 31

ABOUT 60,000 MIGRANTS

Ssed from MOrocco into
Spainstiny Ceutaterritory inthe
Past 24 hours, Ceuta’s president
said Friday, a figure that isequiv-
alentto70% of the population of
57 migrants died on the journey.

But roughly half of the
people who made the crossing
soon made their way back vol-
untarily, the Spanish govern-
mentsaid, afterthesudden arri-
val of so many triggered chaos
and a humanitarian crisis.

Some migrants swam sev-
eral miles through the sea and

TTaced down authorities who

tried to turn them back with
water cannons, tear gas and
warning shots. Those who died
included some whodrowned or.
were Kkilled 1n a stampede to
cross abreakwaterbarrierneara
border checkpoint.

Spain deployed its armed
forces and additional police to
restore order in Ceuta, whichssits
on the Strait of Gibraltar at the
entrance to the Mediterranean
Seaand hasbeen a Spanish pos-
session since 1580. On the Mo-
roccan side of the border, secur-
ity forces clashed with migrants.

“The situation that Ceuta is
going through is absolutely un-
sustainable,” Ceuta President
JuanJesus Vivastold journalists.

Meanwhile, migrants from

* THEIMPORTANCE OF CEUTA

The peninsula, Ceuta, is one
of only two cities on the
African mainland that are

Why is Ceutaacrossing hot spot?

Asix-mile-long peninsula on Moroc€dis nerthern coast, Ceutais

officially part of Europe. a Spanish enclave fortified by deuble border fences and guarded
- By Spanish police and paramiltaryiorces. Along with Melilia, it

What happened this week? y1an @rwith Africa. Both enclaves are

® About 1,500 migrants had Tequent crossing points for migrants, many from Morocco,

entered Ceuta inrecent days. seeking to enter Eur@pe.

On Thursday, Spanish official ¥

Fernando Rodriguez Contreras SPAIN ' ¥ Gibraltar

said the working estimate of new 2 (UK)

arrivals hadrisen to the tens of wlarifa

thousands, though the figure
could not be confirmed. At least
18 migrants died attempting the

°
it&ﬁbraltar M(Smln)
3 e

crossing, and Spain said it was Fnideq ® 60,000 migrants crossed
deploying military platoons to Ta n.i;er into Spain’s Ceuta territory
reinforce border security. pla- » 9 MOROCCO

toons to enforce border segurity.

WHY DOES THIS MASS CROSSING MATTER?

Spain as animmigrant-friendly
nation, particularly welcoming
Spanish-speaking Latin Ameri-
cans. But his government has
faced criticism from conservative

opponents, who accuse it of weak
border control, and from migrant
rights advocates, who say it relies
on overly harsh enforcement at
the frontier.

® Ceuta’s border withiMorocco
has long been a flashpointin both
Spanish politics and relations
with Rabat:Prime Minister Pedro
Sanchez hasssought to portray

Meroccoalsoattempted tocross
into Melilla, Spain’s other terri-
tory at the tip of North Africa,
where they clashed with police.

Spanish Prime Minister
Pedro Sanchez visited Ceuta on
Fridav_and condemned the

border breach, which he de-
scribed as “a violation of Spain’s
territorial Integrity.

~Thespanirmrerior Minis-
try released its own figures
shortly after Vivas’ spoke, esti-
mating that some 50,000
people had crossed from Mo-
rocco since Thursday. Itadded |
that 37,500 had already re- |
turned to Morocco by Friday
emmoon_witiEnndredsmors
7o1ng back by the hour.

going back by the hour.
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Migrants from Morocco cross into the Spanish enclave of Ceuta by
seaon Friday. ap




