Pellet guns part of graded

police response, says SC

Top court touches on ‘exceptional circumstances’ for their use without expanding on it; state must

not meet students’ protests with brutality, Bench says, but flags the possible ‘hijacking’ of protests

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
Ton Thursday said
the use of pellet

The court, however, did
not expand on which “ex-
ceptional circumstances”
justified the use of pellet
guns, nor did it ask the Un-
ion government for an ex-
planation during the
hearing.

Justice Joymalya Bagchi,
one of the three judges on
the Bench headed by Chief

Justice of India Surya Kant,

The use of such projectile activated
guns for crowd dispersal fails the

constitutional tests of necessity, propertionality,

and reasonableness

PETITION AGAINST PELLET GUNS

pellet guns

JUSTICE JOYMALYA BAGCHI

Supreme Court judge

Police rules allow the
use [of pellesguns| in
exceptional cirCcumstances. One of
the graded responses is the use of

observed orally. Hesitant
to consider a blanket ban
OTT_pellet guns, the court
said it would examine par-
ticular incidents during
which the police had used

pellet guns indiscriminate-
Iy or arbitrarily in violation

€ standard regulations
mapping graded responses

for crowd control.

The court was hearing a
petition filed by former In-
dian Police Service (IPS) of-
ficer Yashovardhan Azad,
and two pellet injury vic-
tims, Prashant Kumar
Singh and Shekh Irshad
Mansoori, primarily for a
direction to ban the use of

kinetic metallic pellets by
law enforcement agencies
on civilian assemblies.

The petition argued that
the use of projectile-activ-
ated guns (PAG) or pellet
guns loaded with partly or
wholly metallic pellets for
crowd dispersal fails the
constitutional tests of ne-
cessity, proportionality,
and reasonableness.

Though the court “com-
pletely agreed” that the
state must meet students’
protests with non-violence
and not brutality, the
Bench Tlagged the possibil-
ity of unscrupulous ele-
ments “hijacking” a bona
fidestudents’ protest, driv-
fmg—it mto a spiral of
violence.
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‘Pellet guns part of
graded police response’

The police have to be prepared with a graded res-
ponse, which includes the use of force, to every
possible turn of events while dealing with a restive
crowd, the court said.

“We are completely in agreement with pleas of
no-violence principle when it comes to agitation
of students or persons expressing dissatisfaction
with a government policy... But there is also the
question of elements hijacking students’ protests.
A protest must have started with a bona fide pur-
pose, but it may end up as a vehicle for various ul-
terior purposes... The hijacking may even-be in-
tended to sabotage the bona fide protests,” Justice
Bagchi said.

Protective gear

Justice Bagchi sounded out the government on the
need to arm the police with protective gear. This,
he said, would give police personnel the confi-
dence of a precious-few seconds to pause and
think before unleashing violence on protestors.
“The best wayis to arm your police with defensive
gear. That gives them the confidence to ponder...
Everyoné-is a human being. If someone comes
with a lathi at you, whether it is a policeman or
other, if you wear a helmet, you would take a few
more seconds to gauge the situation before decid-
ing the course of action. These aspects must also
be included in this debate here,” Justice Bagchi
said.

The court said the prayer was “vague”, and
asked advocate Vrinda Grover to amend the peti-
tion to challenge the rules which allow the use of
pellet guns. Ms. Grover said she could not find any
standing orders of the Delhi Police mandating the
use of pellet guns. The court turned to Solicitor-
General to place on record any protocol followed
by the police in controlling unlawful assemblies.




Centre defends CEC panel without CJI

Union govt. says if the decision of the Prime Minister cannot be trusted, then an ‘outsider” or a former judge must sit in to advice on the appointment

of Cabinet Ministers too; Supreme Court says that it is not about ‘lack of faith" in the PM, but about ‘justice not'only being done, but shown to be done’

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Union govern-
T ment questioned in
the Supreme Court

on Thursday the insistence
on having the Chief Justice
of India (CJI) on the Prime
Minister’s panel which se-

The Centre’s submission

came while hearin ti-
tions challenging ti I
ection Commissioner

and other Election Com-
missioners (Appointm
onditio) i
Term of Office) Act of 2023.
The petitions have con-
tended that the Act “de-
feated” a Constitution
Bench judgment in the
Anoop Baranwal case,

which had constituted a
CEC  selection  panel
chaired by the Prime Mi-
nister and including the
Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha and the
CJI. The 2023 Act, passed
within months of the judg-
ment, had replaced the
Chief Justice with a Cabinet
Minister nominated by the
Prime Minister.

‘Lack of neutral person’
A Bench headed b!\: Iustice
1pankar Datta had, in past
Eearmgs‘ questioned_the
ack of even “one absolute-
Ty Tettral person” on the
PFIfTE Minister's commit-
(&€ The court had re-
marked that a Cabinet Mi-
nister would hardly defy
the Prime Minister. /The

court had said the_“domi
nant” presenc -

ecutive in the selection pa-
ne! wou!% send ﬁng
signals to the public,

the Prime Minister’s
decision’is not to be trust-
ed, why not have someone

The appointment
shown to be fair...

@

procedure should be
Theissue is that the

composition of this committee tilts
in favour of one side. There is a two
versus one here, two of the Executive

and one of the Opposition.
there not be a show of fairness in
the appointment to one of.

Should

the most —

important offices of thiseountry?

JUSTICE DIPANKAR DATTA
Supreme Court judge

from outside‘or a former

judge to select the Minis-

ters also,” Solicitor-General
Tushar Mehta, for the go-
vernment, asked on
Thursday.

Mr. Mehta, quoting from
a apex_court_ijudg-
ment in the Manoj Narula
%, S The Prime Mins.

ter’s office_held_constitu-

tional trust and high sancti-

The law officer asked ifa
constitutional court, while
deciding the composition
of a committee in a statute,

could presume abuse of
power, bad faith and mala
fide intention on part of the
constitutional
functionaries.

Justice Datta said the
question_was_not_ahout
“lack of faith” in the Prime

he

mlrﬂwr
only being done, but
shown to be done”.

""'l'he—appoiﬁnent pro-
cedure should be shown to
be fair... The issue is that

the composition of this
committee tilts in favour of

one side. There is a two
versus one here, two of the
Executive and one of the
Opposition. Should there
not be a show of fairness in
the appointment to one of
the most important offices
of this country?” Justice
Datta asked the Union
government.

Baranwal judgment
Mr. Mehta queried wheth-
er the Anoop Baranwal

judgment could really res-
e e wisdom o Parlia-
ment to_replace_the CJI
with a Cabinet Minister on
the selection panel.
Like independence of the
judiciary, the Consututlon
has also_envis:
pwa-
tive and Executi I-
icitor-General said.

Justice Datta referred to

the government’s oft-re-
eated

the Colleﬁium system_of

“Judges selecting judges”.
“We wonder whether

judges are really selecting

judges nowadays,” Justice
Datta said in a veiled com-
ment about Executive in-
terference in judicial ap-
pointments to the highest
courts.

The court reserved judg-
ment on the goim wﬁéifner
€ case sho referred
g_mﬁ___“’a TIveJudge Constiution
ench. Advocate Kalees-
waram Raj, on the petition-
ers’ side, said a reference
was uncalled for as 0-
Vel question_relating_ to
conséltutlonal interpreta-
mmmﬁ? or

S other than the
ones already dealt with in
the Anoop Baranwal
judgment.

The judgment by a Con-
stitution Bench_in_March
e

2023 had declared that th
%&Mﬂwf
ns%m.aud-hmﬂy". It
had called for an end to go-
vernment monopol d
appointments to the high-
€stpo y.




Parliament passes paper leak Bill as

Opposition walks out of Rajya Sabha

Jitendra Singh says the govt. has made efforts to free medical education from management quota malice; during debate
in Upper House, Kharge demands SC-monitored high-powered panel to probe NEET leaks, police action against protesters

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Rajya Sabha on
T Thursday passed

the Public Exami-
nations (Prevention of Un-
fair Means) Amendment
Bill, 2026. The Lok Sabha
had passed the Bill on
Wednesday.

The Opposition mem-
bers belonging to the In-
dian National Develop-
mental, Inclusive Alliance
(INDIA) walked out of the

Replying to the debate,
Mr. Singh questioned the

Opposition’s  contention
that there had been 152 ex-
amination paper leaks un-
der the Narendra Modi go-
vernment. “They could not

Congress chief Mallikarjun Kharge speaks in the Rajya Sabha during
the Monsoon Session of Parlianient, in'New Delhi on Thursday. ANI

authenticate it,” he.said,
adding that the. govern-
ment has made efforts to
free medical. education
from management quota
malice.

He said
ment’s approach laid em-

the govern-

phasis on democratisation
of education.

Earlier, moving the Bill,
Mr. Singh said the Bill re-
flected the Centre’s com-
mitment to safeguarding
the interests of students
and youth while ensuring
merit, consistency, tran-
sparency and credibility in
the public examination
system.

Initiating the debate,
Opposition leader Malli-
karjun Kharge demanded a

PM says passage of Bill will
make system more robust

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday took to
Instagram again and said
the passage of the Public
Examinations (Prevention
of Unfair Means)
Amendment Bill, 2026

Supreme Court-monitored
high-powered committee
probe into the NEET paper
leaks and the police action
on protesters. He demand-

“You are the Home Mi-

nister, and despite so
much unrest, you are not
opening your mouth. Has

would make the
examination system more
robust. Addressing young
students as “sathiyon”
(compatriots), Mr. Modi
said the passage of the Bill
was part of many steps
taken by his government
to address the issue of leak
of examination papers.

someone stitched it? He
should have spoken open-
ly. In the interest of the na-
tion, he should have borne
that insult,” he said. Criti-
cising the Centre’s inten-
tion, he said the Bill was
much-delayed and failed to
address how to prevent
paper leaks.

The DMK did not walk
out with the INDIA bloc
members, but moved
amendments to the Bill,
which were defeated.



Amid uproar, Parliament

DASS Q

es Bill making insult to

National Song punishable

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Lok Sabha on Thurs-
day passed amid din the
Prevention of Insults to Na-
tional Honour (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2026, making
intentional insult to Vande
Mataram a punishable of-
fence. With the Rajya Sab-
ha having cleared the legis-
lation earlier, both Houses
have now passed the Bill
amid continuing Opposi-
tion protests that have re-
peatedly disrupted the
Monsoon Session.

The legislation was
cleared after a symbelic
deba TN e
nutes. The Bill was passed
by voice vote after the Op-
position’s amendments
were rejected, with only
two members participat-
ing in the brief debate.

DMK member A. Raja,
who had moved an amend-
ment to the Bill, protested
against the legislation and
later tore a document and
threw it towards the Well

Kanimozhi

of the House as Opposition
members continued to

raise slogans after the Bill
was passed.
“Today is a very danger-

had the wisdom to stop on-
Iy with.twa stanzas, but to-
day you are trying to polar-
ise the country by making
it compulsory and making
it a criminal offence if we
do not sing all the six stan-
zas,” Ms. Kanimozhi said.
Replying to the debate,
Minister of State for Home
Nityananda Rai said the le-
gislation would accord
Vande Mataram a status on
a par with the national an-
them, Jana Gana Mana.
The existing Prevention
of Insults to National Ho-
nour Act prohibits inten-
tionally preventing _the

ous day for the Parliament
of this country,” he said.
DMK member Kanimoz-

hi opposed the Bill, calling
it a “Hindutva agenda” be-

ing brought in under the
guise of nationalism. She
said the legislation was
“against federalism”.

“You cannot impose na-
tionalism by bringing a
law, the song goes against
the secularism of the coun-
try. The founding fathers

singing of the national an-
them or causing distur-
bance to an assembly en-
gaged in such singing. Such
offences are punishable
with imprisonment of up
to three years, a fine, or
both.

A second and subse-
quent conviction attracts a
minimum one-year jail
term. The amendment ex-
tends these provisions to
Vande Mataram.




Women face doxxing, online

threats after Delhi protests

Suruchi Kumari
NEW DELHI

Following the protests at
Jantar Mantar in New Delhi
demanding the resignation
of Dharmendra Pradhan as
Union Education Minister,
several women who took
part in the movement have
reported being subjected
to online harassment.

The Hindu has verified
multiple such instances,
including women facing
doxxing (the circulati
personal information) and
rape and death threats on-
line.

Videos and photographs
of women_who attended
the protest last week or
gave social media bytes
have been shared across
social media platforms,
with several X and Insta-
gram handles urging their

Several social media handles have been found to be sharing details
of women who took part in the July 20 march. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

followers to “teach them a
lesson”.

One woman was de-
clared “most wanted” in a
post that said a “search is
on” and sought informa-
tion about her wherea-
bouts. By Thursday after-
noon, posts claiming she
had been identified were

circulating online, carrying
her name, city, and a copy
of a zero FIR registered in
Noida. In the purported vi-
deo, the woman is alleged
to have “abused” Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 14



Women face doxxing,
threats after protests

The Hindu found that several accounts involved in
sharing such content have, in recent days, ampli-
fied videos alleging that protesters abused public
authorities or assaulted police personnel.

Soon after the Jantar Mantar protest ended, a
23-year-old student posted a seven-second reel on
her Instagram account, which has 3.78 lakh follow-
ers. Within an hour, the video had crossed a mil-
lion views before she deleted it. Five days and two
apologies Tater, she says she is still receiving rape
and death threats.

Harassed in a market

Another protester, a 22-year-old woeman who re-
quested anonymity, said her photographs were in-
cluded in a collage circulated online seeking the ar-
rest of 12 women accused of “abusing” Mr. Modi
and taking an “anti-India™ stance.

“My posts are filled with abusive comments and
rape threats. I have a right to express myself,” she
said. “I was in amarket with my mother when two
men approachéd and started harassing me. Rela-
tives are calling my parents after seeing these vide-
os. Butdwill neither deactivate my account nor de-
lete my posts,” said the content creator, who has
over 3 lakh followers.

Posts targeting women participants were ampli-
fied by accounts including The Jaipur Dialogues,
Hindutva Vigilant, and others, across social media
platforms. In one post, Instagram user Rohit Shar-
ma said a list of individuals had been prepared and
called on followers to share their locations. Anoth-
er account, Indic Matrix, claimed to know a parti-
cipant’s address and phone number.

In response to queries from The Hindu, Hindut-
va Vigilant said, “I only shared videos posted by
the person who filed the complaint and tagged
Delhi Police requesting appropriate legal action. I
do not possess anyone’s personal information.”




‘SC clean chit for Singh

must trigger reform of

criminal justice system

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court’s “decisive and
merited vindication” of former
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh

in an “utterly untenable” criminal
prosecution should prompt a wid-
ér reckoning with the country’s cri-
minal justice system, senior advo-
cate and former Union Law
Minister Ashwani Kumar said on
Thursday.

The court on Wednesday pro-
vided Manmohan Singhposthu-
mous relief by agreeing with two
back-to-back closure‘reports filed
by the CBI in 2014 _giving him a
clean chit, while highlighting there
was no “sufficient material or good
reason” to register a corruption
case against him in connection
with the coal block allocation

Scaim.

y =

Ex-Union Law Minister Ashwani Kumar

Former Information and Broad-
casting Minister Manish Tewari re-
called Singh’s press conference in
January 2014 in which he had said
history would be kinder to him
than the media and his
contemporaries.

“The Supreme Court’s decision
to close a completely spurious case
against him vindicates the honour
of a gentleman who steered the

ship of the Indian state through
some of its most turbulent times,”
he said, adding, “It came a little too
late, as Dr. Manmohan Singh had

already left us.”
Mr. Kumar said the verdict
sho igger reforms to effective-

ly curb media trials, which threa-
ten the fundamental rights to repu-
tation, privacy and dignity.




he Bay of Bengal region, one of the
" e e e e e, s

coordinated mechanisms to respond to
natural disasters. Non-traditional threats such as

climate-induced alsasters; |“e§a| ﬁshé&gi gyber

ons
require regional cooperation beyond bilateral aid
or maritime power. This gap — growing capacity
without shared norms — highlights the need for
stronger maritime security.

On July 13, External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar introduced Securing Holistic
Advancement through Norms, Trust and lnteg%ity
(SHANTI) while launching India’s candidature for
the UN Security Council (UNSC) for the 2028-29
g o Secuty and CrowiTor AT
the Region (SAGAR) and Mutual and Holistic
Advancement for Security and Growth Across
Regions (MAHASAGAR), SHANTI pmviaes a
Tiormative ramework for shared maritime
spaces, with the Bay of Bengal serving as the ideal

region to operationalise it before expanding it
across the wider Indo-Pacific.

The Bay’s centrality
In recent years, the Bay of BenEaI has moved
from the margins to The centre of India’s strategic
thinking. Historically, it connected South and
Southeast Asia through trade, culture, religion,
and the exchange oi i%eas Tong before the
Indo-Pacific entered diplomatic vocabulary.
Today, it li ia’ licy with the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN),
provides access to the strategically vital Malacca
Strait, and connects the eastern Indian Ocean to
major global trade and energy routes. China’s
heavy reliance on the strait — often described as
the & i i its

the “Malacca dilemma” _has driven
expanding regional presence through ports and
infrastr Ttical

competition. As economic connectivity, maritime

Rajeev Ranjan
Chaturvedy

Associate Professor
at the School of
International
Relations and Peace
Studies, and
Coordinator of the
Centre for Bay of
Bengal Studies at
Nalanda University,
Rajgir, Bihar

Kumar

Post-Doctoral Fellow,
Nalanda University,
and a Non-Resident
Fellow with the Africa
Program at the
Foreign Policy
Research Institute,
Philadelphia

The Bay of
Bengal is an
ideal testing
ground for
SHANTT's
security vision

governance, and strategic rivalry converge in the
Bay, SHANTI offers a framework that places
norms, trust, and integrity — not tonnage — as the
currency of durable advantage.

A maritime security evolution

As such, SHANTI can be best understood asa
logical evolution of its maritime outreach:
SAGAR, articulated in 2015, supplied the vision of
’equny in development’ and d%qnﬂﬂﬂ,

afinounced n 2025, expanded that vision'’s scope
recognising the interconnectedness of security
mfnhvwra_\mzm:mmudmtaﬂy
in threat perception) in the wider.Indo-Pacific
and the Global South; SHANT! offers the

grammar of maritime security framework, the
norms, trust and mte n cooperation through
Which vision can be %siaiea INfo tangible
action thatis well received and reciprocated. It
shifts the emphasis from competition to demand
driven.cooperation, from influence to
nof-preseriptive institution-building, and from
episodic crisis management to long-term
resilience. This shift — from protecting maritime
spaces to governing shared maritime commons —
reflects India’s new security mantra, If SAGAR
‘was a statement of intent and MAHASAGAR a
statement of rea i of

: . ity

artner” and “first responder”.

Because the Bay of Bengal is a single
interconnected system, its cyclones, fish stocks,
shipping lanes and pollution cross national
boundaries almost by default, and its littoral
states face remarkably similar challenges and
concerns — disaster risk reduction and response,
coastal erosion, fisheries management, port
resilience, undersea cable protection and climate
adaptation.

Unlike the western Indian Ocean, which is
marked by active conflict, fragile economy and

contested spaces, the Bay of Bengal's strategic
geography-encourages cooperation. Yet, the
region suffers less from a lack of institutions than
from institutional fragmentation. What is missing
isa.common framework to align existing
mechanisms. SHANTI fills this gap by providing
principles to strengthen cooperation in maritime
security, disaster response, the blue economy,
and environmental resilience. India’s geography
gives it a natural convening role, but its centrality
should rest on regional stewardship — not
dominance — through trust-based, rules-based
cooperation among states with shared challenges
and opportunities.

Principles to practice
Taken together, these conditions make the Bay of
Bengal India’s most governable maritime
sub-region — a natural laboratory where SHANTI
can move from principle to practice before
shaping wider cooperation across the Indian
Ocean. This was reflects
BIMSTEC National Security Advisers” ing in
ew y d
common principles for maritime law
enforcement and humari tance and
Ster relief. so agreed to hold its
first joint maritime security exercise in the Bay, in
November 2026, while a white shipping
information-sharing agreement remains under
discussion. These initiatives reflect the
norm-building and trust-based cooperation that
SHANTI seeks to promote. Its lasting
contribution, therefore, will not be another
acronym in India’s maritime lexicon, but a
redefinition of security — from deterrence to
resilience, from rivalry to shared responsibility,
and from crisis management to governance of the
shared maritime commons.

The views expressed are personal



Activists raise transparency concerns as\PM CARES

Fund withholds audit statements since FY 2022-23

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

zen
in_Emergency_Situations

(PM CARES) Fund has not
made public any audited fi-
nancial statements for the
past three fiscal years even
as activists raise concerns

about its trans

The fund, a Qublic char-
itable Trus!
March 2020 amid the CO-
VID-19
lief efforts during public
health emergencies and
other disasters, is chaired
by the Prime Minister and
finded_enarely_through
voluntary contributions,
dccording to information
released by the Centre.

The Prime Minister’s Citi-
; Cagit

Chaired by the PM, the fund was set up in2020 to aid relief efforts
during public health emergencies afd otherdisasters. FILE PHOTO

The last publicly availa-
ble audited financial state-
ments, for the financial
year 2022-23, show an
opening  balance,  of
35,415.65 crore, voluntary
contributions .of ¥909.64
crore, total receipts of
36,723.07 crore, total pay-
ments of ¥439.38 crore,

and a closing balance of
36,283.68 crore as on
March 31, 2023. Audited fi-

concerning”, Anjali Bhard-
waj, co-convener of the Na-

tional Campaign for Peo-
le’s t to Information,
told The Hindu.

the Union government,
making it appear to be a
public authority. Govern-
ment emplovees also con-
tributed from their salar-
ies,” Ms. aj said.
“However, when infor-

mation regarding the funds
collected and spent_was
sought, the government

Comptroller and Auditor-
General,” she said.
Information_relating to
the PM CARES Fund
should be ma ilable
to the public, former Cen-
tral Information Commis-
sioner and RTI activist
hailesh Gandhi said.

‘Falls in ambit of RTI’
“Legally speaking, the PM
CARES Fund falls_within
e ambit of the RTI Act...
n fact, anything associated

with the Prime Minister,
except matters affecting

nancial statements for maintained that the Trust national security, should
2019-20, 2020-21, 202122, is not a public authority  be open to public scrutiny.
and 2022-23 are available under the Ct...Atpre- The trustees of the PM
on the PM CARES website. ~ sent, PM CARES remains CARES Fund are Union Mi-

The absence of publicly ambit_of the lic
available audit statements i should be ac-
after 2315 extremely  scrutiny, and audit by the  countable,” he said.




Militants attack security checkpostin

northwest Pakistan, killing 9 policemen

Press Trust of India
PESHAWAR

At least nine policemen, in-
cluding a senior officer,
were killed and over two
dozen others injured when
militants attacked a check-
post in northwest Pakistan,
police said on Thursday.

The attack late Wednes-
day on the Khazina Banda
checkpost in Khyber Pak-
htunkhwa’s Hangu district,
bordering Afghanistan, al-
so left 15 militants dead,
police said.

No group or individual
immediately claimed res-
ponsibility for the attack.

A security force member stands guard after a militant attack on a
checkpoint at Hangu district in Pakistan’s Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. Arp

Inspector General of
Police Zulfigar Hameed
said that the checkpost was
attacked by Fitna al Khawa-
rij, a term the government

uses for the banned Teh-
reek-e-Taliban  Pakistan
(TTP) militants. Following
the attack on the police
checkpost, reinforcements

were dispatched to assist,
he said. However, the vehi-
cle carrying additional per-
sonnel also came under
fire, he added.

During the intense ex-
change of fire, nine police-
men, including Deputy Su-
perintendent of Police
Diyar Khan, were killed
while 28 others were in-
jured, Mr. Hameed said.

He added that 15 mili-
tants were killed while

multiple others were
injured.
President Asif Ali Zarda-

ri and Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif have con-
demned the attack.



Tension grips PoK as clashes contmue amid elections

Press Trust of India
Islamabad, July 30

TENSIONS PREVAILED in Ra-
walkot region in Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir (PoK) on Thurs-

day as clashes continued

between security forcesand the
anned Joint Awami Action

tivist groups which have been
staging demonstrations for
nearly two months over 12 con-

fentious seats of the so-called
Tegislative assem51¥ T POK.
eges that the establish-

mentmanoeuvrestheseseatsto

install a prime minister of its
choosing.

Commiuttee (JAAC).
~TTe tensions, which have
claimed several lives thisweek,
coincide with ongoing regional
elections in PoK, with demon-
strators affiliated with JAAC
determined to march towards
Muzaffarabad to press Islama-
bad to accept their demands.
TheJAACisacollective of ac-

In PoK, clashes between se-
curity forces and protesters
have intensified since Monday,
especially in Rawalkot and Mir-
pur, which reportedly resulted
in maximum casualties.

According to the JAAC, at
least 37 men lost their lives in
the clashes.

“The number of thosein-

Peoplerally in support of PoK protestors during ademonstration
inlslamabad on Wednesday. reuters

jured remainsunknown. Amid  and unarmed. God willing, our
heavy gunfire, ourpeoplehave  peaceful struggle against op-
continued to stand peacefully  pression and injustice will con-

tinue,” it said in a statement.

However, the Pakistan gov-
ernment denied any death of
civilians saying militants of the
banned Tehrik-e Taliban are
present among the protesters
and crackdown against them
will continue.

“We will not talk to the pro-
testers and law will take its
course,” Pakistan State Minister
for Interior Affairs Talal Chaud-
hary said.

Amnesty International and
theTTuman Rights Commission
of Pakistan have expressed con-

Cerns over reports of violencein
he region, calling on the auth-
orities to Erobe the incidents.



U.S., Iran trade strikes as

Pakistan says talks ongoing

Agence France-Presse
TEHRAN

Mediator Pakistan insisted
on Thursday that negotia-
tions between Iran and the
United States were ongo-
ing, even as Washington
carried out a “heavy wave
of strikes” on its foe in reta-
liation for fresh attacks tar-
geting Jordan.

The military's Central
Command said in a social
media post that the U.S.
struck dozens of targets be-
longing to Iran’s Revolu-
tionary Guard, including
military command
centres, missile and drone
facilities, and coastal sur-
veillance and defence sites.

IRGC in the northwest-
ern province of Zanjan said
three of its members were
killed in a U.S. attack there.

The last two days have

seen Saudi Arabia join the
U.S. in striking militant
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Smokerrisesin the city after reports of multiple U.S. strikes on
Ahvaz, Khuzestan Province, Iran, on Thursday. REUTERS

groups in Iraq, and Egypt
come under fire for the
first time with a drone at-
tack at a Mediterranean
port.

On Thursday morning,
Jordan reported intercept-
ing incoming Iranian mis-
siles for a second day run-
ning, while Kuwait said an
Iranian strike that hit a
building belonging to a
Chinese company killed

one person.
The return to direct hos-
tilities followed a brief
pause in fighting meant to
give talks a boost.
“Negotiations between

parties are ongoing, partic-
ularly on [the] Strait of

Hormuz and to de-esca-
[ate,” Pakistani Foreign Mi-
nistry spokesperson Tahir
Andrabi told presspersons
in Islamabad.




Wildfires rage across Europe evenas

France and Spain see some respite

Reuters
Bordeaux, Madrid, Athens,
July 23

FRANCE, SPAIN and Greece
battled major wildfires on

Thursday, with Spain bringing
cmmr%m
facing new threats as mtense
ety g TORTTPOWEr.
fOTwinds kept much ofsouthern
Europe onalert.

Spanish Prime Minister
PedroSanchezdowngraded the
emergency level for a major fire
on the border between Madrid
and Castillay Leon, but warned
the danger had not passed as at
least 10 other blazes caused con-
cern across the country.

In France, two le were
arrested onsuspicion oi arsonas
crews contained a vast fire near

T s,
Bordeaux, while fires in Greece

killed three irehgﬁters and

forced tourists and residents to
flee parts of Crete, some by boat.

runningand the firewasbehind
us, chasing us,” said Lia Galata,
aGreek seasonal tourism worker
who found shelter in an indoor
gymand had tobe evacuated by
boat as a blaze tore through the
hills above a resort on Crete late
Wednesday.

“We have difficult days
ahead of us,” Greek Prime Min-
ister Kyriakos Mitsotakis said.

Emergency crews have faced
barely a pause between heat-
waves and fire fronts this
summer across an increasingly
tinder-dry Europe, the world's
fastest-warming continent.

In eastern England, fire-
fighters were tackling a signifi-
cantwildfireat Dunwi¢h Heath,
prompting the evaguation of
about 200 caravans from the
area, a signifiéant’biediversity
site. Suffolk Fire and Rescue Ser-
vice called, the blaze one of
the mostehallenging incidents.

Clooney family
forcedtoflee

his family has been foreedto
evacuate their home insouth-
eastern Frangé as'awildfire
burned nearby, hisagent said
Thursday. The Hollywood star
behindthe Ocean’s Eleven fran-
chisé and other films made the
statement in a letter to Didier
Bremond, mayor of Brignoles,
publicist Guido Gotz said.
“Atthis pointwe have noidea
whether our beautiful home
makes it through this terrible
moment”... AmalandIarecom-
mitted to making sure that what-
ever happens to our village”
Clooney wrote, referring to his
wife Amal. REUTERS

Toll now tﬂrée as clashes

spreadin Nepal's Tarai;

Balen vows stern action

YubarajGhimire

w Kathmandu,July 30

‘beautiful home’

Paris: George Clooney hias said %

NEPAL PRIME Minister Balen-
dra Shah promised stringent
and effective measures against
thoseresponsible for ioungand
clashesin parts of eastern Nepal.
Inasix-minute televised ad-
dress to the nation, he said in-
vestigation has already begun
into the violence that erupted
in Sundari district and spread
to other areas._and no one
found guilty would be spared.
~The PM said Nepal's consti-
tution guarantees equal rights
to all citizens to pursue and
practise all religions and the
government is determined to
protect those rights. “No re-
ligion preaches hatred and in-
tolerance,” he added.
Shah came under fierce criti-

cism for his continued absence

in Parliament even as death toll
in continuing com-

munal clashes since Monday.

Shah and Home Minister
Sudhan Gurung were both ab-
sentin the House as Opposition
members demanded that they
come and explain the situation
in curfew-hit Sunsari and Si-
raha districts in eastern Nepal
where the army is deployed to
restore law and order.

The situation in the two dis-
tricts flared up on Thursday asa
15-year-old boy, Ganesh Yadav,
died in Golbazar area of Siraha
districtas protestorsindulgedin
arson, burned down a few
houses and attacked ashopping
mall. They were demanding
stern action against the culprits
who attacked “pilgrims” in ad-
joining Sunsari Monday night.




