LS passes paper leak Bill

amid Opposition protests

No shots were fired at students during the July 20 protest and ‘utmost restraint was exercised’ by

the police, says Minister; ‘T brought before you a boy who suffered pellet gun injury;, says Rahul

Sandeep Phukan

NEW DELHI

nion Minister Jiten-
U dra Singh on Wed-
nesday insisted that

“no_shots were fired” at
students during the July 20
mmmﬁrec%ﬁ
Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi’s allegation that
Home Minister Amit Shah
had ordered security forc-
&0 open fire on the prot-
esters. He was replying to
the debate on the Public
Examinations (Prevention
of Unfair Means) Amend-
ment Bill, 2026.

The Bill, which propos-
es tightening penalties and
vestigations and trials _for
paper leak cases,. was
passed amid Opposition
protests over the alleged
pmms' gainst stu-

ents during the NEET-UG
agitation. Soon after its
passage, Mr. Shah hailed
the legislation in a post on
X, congratulating students

across the country and de-
scribing the amendment as

Centre’s stand: Union Minister Jitendra Singh speaks in the Lok
Sabha on the papefledkiBill on Wednesday. ANI

a measure that would
“shield the dreams and as-
pirations” of the youth.
“The "Modi govt. will
spare no one who attempts
to imperil the future of our
students and will leave no
stone unturned to ensure
that they face the full
wrath of the law,” the Mi-
nister said. However, he
did not respond to the
Charges that MTr. Gandhi
Sought to raise mside the
Lok Sabha in his speech.
Dr. Singh, who is the Mi-
nister of State in the Prime
Minister’s Office and han-

dles the Department of
Personnel and Training,
responded to the charge
while replying to the de-
bate on the paper leak Bill.

‘Utmost restraint’
He said “utmost restraint
was exercised” during the
police action and “it was
made sure that casualties
do not happen”. Mr. Singh
accused the Congress of at-
tempting to politicise a le-
gislation aimed at safe-
guarding the integrity of
public examinations.

The Minister said the

amendments reflected an
Willingness to -learn from
experience” after the 1m-
prementation ol the 2024
ant-paper leak law. S0 far,
52 Flle had be is-
tered since the original law
&ame 1nto force and sui-

0 paper lea
had declined, he informed
the Lok Sabha.

Responding to the go-
vernment’s assertion that
no shots had been fired,
Mr. Gandhi stood by his
charge.

“I brought before you
boy~™Who_suffered_pellet
gun injury. He could lose
i s Wepelebgun s
a lethal weapon. e
government is saying I am
ying. at do you want
me to do? Bring the gun?”
he said.

The amendments signif-
icantly strengthen the
2024 law. They mandate
that investigations be com-
pleted within two months
and empower States and
Union Territories to desig-
nate sessions courts as fast-

track special courts to con-
duct day-to-day trials.




Rahul Gandhi hits out at

Centre, RSS in Lok Sabha

over protests crackdown

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Leader of the Opposition
Rahul Gandhi on Wednes-
day launched a scathing at-
fack on the government i1 governmenm
the Lok Sabha over the stu-
dents’ protestin the capital
ast week, drawing shar
rebuttals from the ruling
NDA.

Mr. Gandhi could not
complete his speech amid
protests and objections
from the Treasury bench-
es, even as a substantial
part of the address was ex-
punged from the records.

Participating in the de-
bate on the Public Exami-
nations (Prevention of Un-
fair Means) Amendment
Bill, 2026, he took an indi-
rect dig at the BJP and its
core supporters by refer-
ring to three categories-of

people — students, those
who think they know eve-

rxthing and Eretend to be
god, and “an akts

Ind believers) who be-
Tieve the second category is

god.
The Treasury benches

erupted in protest over the
remarks, an)a as the uproar

Vociferous attack: Leaderofthe Opposition Rahul Gandhi speaks
in the Lok Sabha on Wednesday. ANI

continued, Mr+" Gandhi
claimed that-he was not be-
ing allowéd to speak.
He_said. that Dharmen-
dra‘Pradhan, who had to
resignas the Union Educa-

HOTT"NTITIISTET, was just_a
Symbol and the Education
Ministry was actually bein [%wasactua y being
run by the RSS.
_Ktj-tﬁi-s,_l’arliamentary
Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju
and Defence Minister Raj-
nath Singh stood up and
said that the Leader of the
Opposition had the res-
ponsibility of not using un-
parliamentary words.

Mr. Gandhi targeted the
RSS, alleging that it was in-

fluencing the education
system. “The soul of the
system has been captured
by the RSS. Mr. Pradhan
never ran the Education
Ministry. The man and or-
ganisation that run the Mi-
nistry is called the RSS,” he
said.

Mr. Gandhi then trained
his guns at Union Home
Minister Amit Shah, claim-
ing that he was not present
T the Tok Sabha because
he was “scared".
~ The BJP demanded that
Mr. Gandhi apologise for
“misusing” the House by
making “baseless”
allegations.

Rahul seeks
Shah’s ouster;,
VOWS justice
for students

Sandeep Phukan

NEW-DELHI

Escalating the confronta-
tion with the Narendra Mo-
di government over the use
of force and lethal wea-
pons such as pellet guns
against protesting students
during their March to-
wards Parliament on July
20, Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha Ra-
hul Gandhi on Wednesday
demanded the dismissal of
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah.

“There are only two
possibilities: either [Amit]
Shah ordered the use of
lethal weapons or he was
not aware of it. He is either
culpable or incapable and
in both cases, he has to
go,” Mr. Gandhi said.

Addressing a press con-
ference at Indira Bhavan,
Mr. Gandhi also said that
the “balloon” of Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi’s
“fake image” had already
burst.

Seeking to reassure stu-
dents injured in the prot-
ests, Mr. Gandhi said the
Opposition would pursue
accountability. “We will
ensure that every single
student gets justice.”



RS passes Bill to criminalise disrespectto Vande Mataram

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Rajya Sabha passed
e Prevention of Insults to

onour (Amend-

ment) Biﬁ, 2026 on_Wed-
members from Opposition
M_JL-

After raising slogans de-
manding an agologx from
Union Home Minister Amit

“STah Tor Tast week's police police
fCtion against protesting
STdents, the Opposition

s
walked out as Union Minis-
T Social Jus-

tice and Empowerment
Ramdas Athawale started
speaking about the Bill.
The Bill proposes to
amend the Prevention of
Insults to National Honour
Act, 1971, and extend the
Eunishment for acts of dis-
resBECI towards national
symbols such as the Na-

obstr

of _the National _Song,
‘ande Mataram.

iEE Bi!! will now go to

the Lok Sabha for its con-

Nityanand Rai

sideration and E%age.
Replying to the brief dis-
cussion,on the Bill, which
largely saw-the participa-
tion.of NDA members, Mi-
nister of State for Home Af-

fairs Nityanand Rai.said
the Congress Was engaging
in appeasement politics by
insulting Vande-Mataram
for'many years.
“TheVande Mataram
Bilkis.not merely an ordin-
ary Bill, but represents In-
dia’s soul, national aware-
ness, and cultural heritage,
and reminds us of the free-
dom struggle,” Mr. Rai
said, asking why the Con-
gress opposed the Bill.
Vande Mataram was
penned by Bankim Chan-
dra Chatterjee in 1875, but
only two stanzas were

adopted as the National
Song, with Congress leader
Jawaharlal Nehru making
that decision in 1937, years
before he became the
country’s  first  Prime
Minister.

Penal provisions

“Don’t know why a few pe-
ople are opposed to Vande
Mataram, or why Congress
is particularly opposed to
Vande Mataram,” Mr. Rai
said. “There has been a
discussion about making
penal provisions for disres-
pecting the national song

through this Bill. Opposing
Vande Mataram means the
Congress has been always
working to disrespect the
pride of this country by
adopting a policy of ap-
peasement.”

The Aam Aadmi Party’s
Sanjay Singh said that his
party believed that Vande
Mataram and the National
Anthem should not be in-
sulted. The Bill was passed
by voice vote. The House
was adjourned after Mr.
Harivansh allowed some
members to place special
mentions in the House.



Students return to

Jantar Mantar over

‘police crackdown’

First protest at the site after CJP’s 36-day agitation calls for a halt to police

harassment in various States; Dipke seeks action over firing of pellet guns

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

tudents from various
S Left _organisations
held a protest at Jan-
tar Mantar on Wednesday
against the “police crack-
down” in States such as
West Bengal, Bihar, and As-
sam on protesters who par-
ticipated in the 36-day stir
led by the Cockroach Janta
Party (CJP) in New Delhi.
The protest, the first at
Jantar Mantar since the CJP
called off its stir on July 25,
started at 3 p.m. and conti-
nued for around two
hours. The call was issued
by 13 outfits, including the
Students’ Federation of In-
dia, All India Students’ As-
sociation (AISA), Krantikari
Yuva_Sangathan, and All
India Students’ Federation.
AISA national president
Neha, who was on hunger

’ ’ 7 '

The protest by 13 outfits began at 3 p.m. and continued for 2 hours;
barricades welded together at Jantar Mantar. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The protesters walked
past barricades welded to-
gether by the police to
create an enclosed space
and regulate entry.

‘Not terrorists’

Meanwhile, CJP founder
Abhijeet Dipke on Wednes-

day demanded action

strike for 23 days in_the
CJP-led stir, was also pre-

sent at the protest.
Students held up pla-

cards and posters that read
‘Rise in rage’ and ‘Stop im-
plicating students on false
charges’. Some also called
for the resignation of Un-
ion Home Minister Amit
Shah over “police brutali-
ty” during the July 20 ‘Cha-
lo Sansad’ march.

against those responsible

for ordering the use of pel-
fet guns on July 20. Assert-

ing that “students are not
terrorists”, Mr. Dipke
warned that a fresh agita-
fion_on_a_"much Dbigger
scale” would be launched

if “harassment” by police

forces continues. “In many

States, police are visiting
the homes of students and
threatening them with ar-

rests,” he told reporters at
the Aurangabad airport on
his way home.

In a post on X, the CJP
accused the Delhi police of
issuing takedown notices
and registering FIRs to re-
move social media posts
criticising Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

When reached for com-
ment, Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police (Intelli-
gence Fusion and Strategic
Operations) Vinit Kumar
said, “We send notices for
content that spreads misin-
formation, has Al-generat-
ed or deepfake content or
is misleading in any form.
The process is part of our
social media monitoring.”

(With inputs from PTI)



BS-I1I vehicles
may need
some tweaks
for E20 fuel,
says centre

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

Some rubber parts and
gaskets in BS-III vehicles
may require replacement
when using E20 fuel, a
blend of 20% ethanol and
80% petrol, the Union go-
vernment informed Parlia-
ment on Tuesday.

“In case of testing done
on BS-1II vehicles intro-

duced from Ist April, 2005
and manufactured prior to
2016, some rubber parts
and gaskets may require
replacement, which can be
easily managed duringrou-
tine servicing regime of the
vehicle,” Union Minister of
Road Transport and High-
ways Nitin-Gadkari said in
the Rajya Sabha, citing
findings of a study.

Not yet made public
He was responding to a

question from the Commu-
nist Party of India MP A.A.

Rahim on the impact of
E20 on vehicle perfor-
mance, fuel efficiency, en-
gine durability, and main-
tenance costs. The study is
yet to be made public.

The study was carried
out by Indian Oil Corpora-
tion Limited; the Indian In-
stitute of Petroleum, Deh-
radun; the Society of
Indian Automobile Manu-
facturers, and the Automo-
tive Research Association
of India.

Other than BS-III vehi-
cles, the study showed
there was no need to mod-
ify car and two-wheeler en-
gines, the Minister said.

There have been wides-
pread anecdotal com-
plaints of vehicles mishr-
ing or breaking down.




Centre ‘coercing’ automobile

manufacturers into silence on

E20 fuel issue, says Kejriwal

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
chief Arvind Kejriwal on
Wednesday accused the
Centre of “coercing” auto-
mobile manufacturers into
silence over the impact of
E20 (petrol blended with
20% ethanol) on vehicles
manufactured before
2025.

‘Can damage vehicles’

Addressing a press confe-
rence on the issue, he
claimed that officials from
fine automobile irms had,
in discussions with him,
acknowledged that E20

Aam Aadmi Party national convener Arvind Kejriwal addressing a
press conference in New Delhi on Wednesday. ANI

to force E20 petrol on the
public. A few days ago, I

wrote to 29 companies that

could damage “nearly 30
crore older vehicles and re-
uce fuel efficiency.

AAP has organised a na-
tional town hall on the is-
sue on August 1.

“The Modi government
has resorted to outright
goondagardi (hooliganism)

manufacture  petrol-po-
wered two- and four-
wheelers. In my letter, I
asked them to clearly state
whether E20 petrol can be
used in vehicles manufac-
tured before 2023,” the
AAP chief said, adding that
none of the companies res-

ponded in writing. Howev-

er, he had detailed phone
conversations with officials
from nine of those.

“The technical and engi-

neering reality is that if
E20 is used in vehicles ma-
nutactured before 2023, it

will damage the vehicle, its
engine and the fuel train

Systemn, and fuel efficiency

will also decline,” he said.




States told to deploy

drones to monitor

stubble burnlng

N .Anc{udc fw lcr(?t r):QC)Nfg

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Commission for Air
Quality Management in Na-
tional Capital Region and
adjoining areas has urged
the governments of Delhi,
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh,
Rajasthan and Punjab to
adopt drone surveillance
for effective monitoring of
stubble burning, an official
said on Wednesday.

“The commission em-
phasised that UAVs/ drones
offer a reliable and effec-
tive solution for monitor-
ing stubble burning inci-
dents by providing rapid
deployment, high-resolu-
tion, real-time imaging and
flexible flight patterns that
complement satellite imag-
ery and ground inspec-
tions,” said the official.
Drones can accurately de-
tect active fire locations,
identify smoke plumes,

Stubble being burnt in a field
in Punjab. FILE PHOTO

map affected agricultural
fields and generate time-

stamped evidence for
prompt enforcement
action.

The governments of Del-

hi and four adjoining States
have been asked to ensure
that the monitoring area
covers paddy cultivation
areas, with special empha-
sis on identified hotspot
villages and fire-prone lo-
cations.



India getting ready for Xi,

Putin visits in September

Both leaders expected to attend BRICS summit in Delhi on Sept. 12, 13; Foreign Secretary holds

wide-ranging talks in Beijing as Chinese officials arrive in Delhi to oversee security preparations

Ananth Krishnan
Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

ndia is getting ready
lfor visits by Chinese
President Xi Jinping
and Russian President Vla-
dimir Putin, with both
leaders planning to attend
the BRICS summit to be
held in Delhi on Septem-
ber 12 and 13, sources here
said on Wednesday. Con-
sultations are continuing
with regard to these up-
coming high-level visits.
On Monday and Tues-
day, Foreign Secretary Vik-

ram Misri held a serjes of
talks in_Beiji i

which both sides discussed
“strengthening high-level
ffteracuons . I recent
weeks, Chinese officials
have also visited India to
oversee the arrangements
and security preparations
for a possible high-level
visit.

During Mr. Misri’s talks
in Beijing with a senior
Communist Party of China
official Sun Haiyan, who is
Vice Minister in the party’s

High-level meet: NarendraModi, Vladimir Putin and Xi Jinping at
the BRICS Summit in KazanRussia, in October 2024. REUTERS

International Départment,
both sides.. “expressed
commitment to working
together to follow through
on the common under-
standings reached by the
leaders, strengthen high-
level interactions, properly
manage differences, and
make sustained efforts to
foster the improvement
and development of bilat-
eral relations,” according
to a readout from the Chi-
nese side.

The Ministry of External
Affairs said both sides had
“discussed ways to deepen
implementation of the gui-

dance of the leaders for bi-
lateral relations, including
addressing issues of priori-
ty to both sides and by pro-
moting political, people-to-
people, academic and
think-tank exchanges.”

Other preparations for a
possible visit by Mr. Xi are
also under way.

Mr. Xidid notattend the
BRICS summit in Brazil last
year, again deputing Mr. Li

to_represent China in_his
stead. He did, however, at-

tend the summits in 2023
in South Africa and in 2024
in Russia, where his talks
with Mr. Modi pave e

way for the subsequent
normalisation in

relations.

India intensifies contact
Mr. Putin’s attendance at
the summit was earlier in-
dicated by the Russian side
when Russian Foreign Mi-
nister Sergey Lavrov visit-
ed New Delhi for the BRICS
Foreign Ministers meeting
in May and discussed
“highest level” contacts
with External Affairs Minis-
ter S. Jaishankar.

India has intensified
contact with BRICS mem-
ber countries both bilater-
ally and under the multilat-
eral BRICS umbrella.

Official sources here in-
dicated that they expect
top leaders of the member
countries to attend the
summit meeting, though
the final details of the visits
will be known closer to the
date of the summit.

Russia has extended
support_to India’s chair-
manship of BRICS and Chi-

5 Teiferaied s support
earlier this week during
Mr. MisIT's visit.




U.S. fast-tracks Act for

100% tarifts on trade

partners of Russia

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

The U.S. Senate has voted
to fast-track the passage of
a legislation that could see
a tariff of 100% being im-
posed on India for its im-
port of Russian oil.

~ The Senate on Tuesday
exhibited a rare display of
bipartisan agreement by
voting 86-12 to invoke a clo-
ture motion to advance the
‘Lindsey O. Graham: Sanc-
tioning Russia and Iran Act
of 2026’.

The original version of
the Act, “introduced in
2025, proposed 500% ta-
riff on those importing
Russian oil. However, the
Act was revised down-
wards early this month.

As per Senate docu-
ments, the bipartisan Act
“is designed to deprive
[Russian President] Vladi-
mir Putin of the revenue fi-
nancing Russia’s  war
against Ukraine” by limit-
ing political leadership, fi-

Trade troubles

The proposed U.S. sanctions
seek to use targeted tariffs
to pressure Russian.energy
purchasers to réduce their
dependencelon’Moscow

m Underthe latest version

of the ‘Act; a tariff of ‘up to
100%>would be levied on the
top-five purchasers of Russian
crude oil and natural gas

m Currently, China accounts
for about 47-50%
of Russian crude oil
exports, while India
accounts for 0

another ‘

36-38%

nancial institutions, ener-
gy sector, and
sanctions-evasion net-
works. The sanctions are
to be implemented using
“targeted tariffs to pres-
sure the world’s largest

purchasers of Russian
energy to reduce their de-
pendence on Moscow”.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10



U.S. fast-tracks Russia
sanctions tariff Act

A cloture is basically a Senate procedure that sets
a time limit for the debate and related actions on
an issue before it is put to a vote. That is, it is a pro-
cedure meant to hasten the vote on a particular is-
sue. The original version of the Act, introduced in
2025, proposed a blanket 500% tariff on those im-
porting Russian oil. However, the Act was revised
in early July 2026.

Under the latest version of the Act,-a tariff of
“up to 100%” would be levied on the top five pur-
chasers of Russian crude oil and natural gas. Cur-
rently, China accounts for about 47-50% of Rus-
sian crude oil exports, while India accounts for

another 36-38%.

As per the latest Indian government data, Rus-
sian oil made up adiftle more than 40% of Indian
oil imports in May 2026, and the Ministry of Petro-
leum and Natural Gas has told The Hindu that this
rose to “more than half” in June. 52 7.

“The stakes for India are substantial,” Ajay Sri-
vastava; founder of the think tank Global Trade
Research Initiative said. “Access to discounted
Russian crude has significantly lowered India’s im-
port bill, supported energy security, and helped
contain inflation.”

“Washington is steadily expanding its use of
trade and economic measures to pursue strategic
objectives,” he added. “Reciprocal tariffs, Section
301 investigations, forced-labour measures, sec-
tor-specific duties, and now Russia-related sanc-

tions reflect an increasingly broad toolkit of eco-

nomic pressure.” "
MSh- is o nieing Arole .




Ukraine hits 2 Russian refineries

hours after Zelenskyy’s U.S. visit

The overnight attacks started fires at a Lukoil refinery in Russia’s Perm region, more-than 1,500 km from Ukraine, and a

refinery in Ryazan, about 400 km from the border; the war will only come at a higher cost for Moscow, says Zelenskyy

Associated Press
KYIV

krainian forces hit
U two of Russia’s big-

éest oIl _refineries
overnight in its latest long-
range strikes, officials said
onWednesdg, 25 Tiv
deepened its economic,

military and diplomatic
pressure on Moscow.

Ukraine’s _almost_daily

lonE-ranEe drone and mis-
i-

cally developed weapons
i il

facilities for months.
The operation has
brought a fuel crisis that is

emBarrassmg the Kremlin

more than four years after
Russia’s all-out invasion of

Smoke rises from an oil refinery following a Ukrainian attack in the
town of Noginsk-outsideMoscow on July 18. AFp

its neighbour.

The “overnight attacks
started fires at a Lukoil re-
fineryin Russia’s Perm re-
gion, more than 1,500 km
from Ukraine, and a refin-

ery in Ryazan, about 400
km from the border, Uk-
raine’s Security Service
and General Staff said in
separate statements.

The refineries have a

combined annual produc-
tion capacity of around
220 million barrels of oil,
according to Ukraine, and
make a vital contribution
to Russia's military effort
and its  government
revenue.

It was not immediately
possible to independently
verify the claims. Ryazan
Gov. Pavel Malkov said on-
ly that six people were ta-
ken to hospital after a
drone attack. He said
drone debris caused fires
at unidentified “industrial
sites”.

Russian online retailer
Wildberries, a major sup-
plier likened to Amazon
that Ukraine has targeted
in recent days, said it evac-

uated employees from a fa-
cility in Ryazan but provid-
ed no further details.

American help

The attacks came hours af-
ter President Volod¥myr
Zelenskyy visited Washing-
~fon-on Taesday Tor talks

with U.S. President Donald

Trump to push for more vi-
tal American help for Uk-
raine’s fight against its
‘much bigger enemy.

“Russia must feel that
every day of this war will
only come at a higher cost
for it. We need to weaken
the aggressor and keep up
the pressure to bring an
end to this war closer,” Mr.
Zelenskyy said on social
media.




TEHRAN REJECTS OMAN PROPOSAL FOR REGIONAL MANAGEMENT OF HORMUZ STRAIT, CALLS IT ‘UNREASONABLE’

US, Saudi hitIran’s allies in Iraq;

Chinatosend’

shoulder-fired

Trump vows to punish Tehran

We're going to beat
the f**ing s**t out
of them: President

Reuters
Dubai, Cairo, July 29

EXPLOSIONS HIT a natural gas
loading port on the Mediterra-
nean Sea in Egypt on Wednes-

A Shmaritmesecur-
ity company Ambrey said a
US-owned floating storage
Tener tereTaT BEemRITEy &

A f
the West Asiawar.

The drone hit a vessel in the
Egyptian port of Damietta, caus-
ing a fire that spread to another
vessel, three trading sources
familiar with the incident said.

The crew were evacuated
and the fire had been brought
under control, Ambrey said.
There was no immediate claim
of responsibility fortheincident.

Iran confirmed overnight

that It had fired on US bases in

an and at SEIES Tn the Strait
of Hormuz, and alsospurned an
GOmani proposal tojointly man-

Iraqis inspect the site of a joint US-Saudi airstrike thatd

Mosul, Irag, on Wednesday. ap

age the strait. Oman, backed by
‘Tulfstates, ad proposed a pran 51'0 poseda ?an
or joint regional control of the
Tl hEvokn.
T e Butasenor

Iranian official told Reuters Wed-
nesday thatIran had rejeeted the
proposal as “unreasonable’
“We'll be hitting them hard,”
Fox News quoted Trump as say-
ing. “We're going to beat the
f**ings**tout ofthem.”
Theabruptresumptionofat-
tacksionly days after they were
suspended saw a return to the
volatile on-again-off-again pat-
tern of earlier phases in the war.
Trump had said “Operation
Epic Fury” would last only a

attacks also mark the first time
has_publicly joined

Rivadh_has publicly_joine

strikes along(side Washington

that could widen the conflict by

drawing Sunni Muslim Saudi

s o ey T
ite proxies of Iran

Irag’s Popular Mobilisation

Eorces powerfullran-backed
paramilitary groups incorpor-
B T R T
forces, said at least 20 members
were killed and 32 wounded in

US-Saudi strikes targeting sev-
eral bases across Iraq.

d a Popular Mobilization Forces base in
few weekswhen he launched it Washingtonand Rjyadh said
in FE@ Eu( zlﬁtlﬁgﬁn& they §

on for fivemonthswithno _armed groups in Iraq in retali-
e%m §§Et. The joint US-Saudi ationfordro i

oil targets launched from Iraq.
Itwasthe first major US mili-

tary action in the Middle East
since last Friday, when Trump
abruptly suspended an inten-
sive bombing campaign after 13
days, having been advised by
commanders that the strategy
had runits course.
ThoughIrandeniesits forces
have directed strikes from Iraqi
territory, Iranian newspaper
Hamshahri reported that four
Iranian Revolutionary Guards
advisers had been killed in the

strikes on Iraq. The strikes on
ITraq expose a dangerous rift in
thatyolatile country. TheShi'ite-
led governmentisoneofthe few
in the world to balance close
militaryand diplomatictieswith
both Tehran and Washington,
but those divided loyalties are a
constant source of tension and
frequent domestic unrest.

The office of PM Ali al-Zaidi,
who took power justtwo months
ago, urged the parties involved
to avoid escalation and said he
wanted to keep the country out
of regional conflicts.

The Iraqi presidency de-

nouncea ﬂ ie smFes onte para-

militaries as “an gm“gnmble
attackand afl. f

Irag’s sovereignty”, while also
a%mmﬂ'&: attacks by
armed groups against Iraq’s
neighbours. Trumptold Foxthat
the US had coordinated with the
Iraqi government in launching
the attacks. An Iraqi govern-
ment spokesperson did not re-
spond toarequest for comment
onTrump'sassertion that Bagh-
dad had cooperated.
Washington has long called

on the Baghdad government to
crack down on Iran-backed
aramilitaries, but efforts to do
so1n pasthave provoked unrest.
Tn a clear challenge to
Zaidi’s authority, Kataib Hez-
bollah, said it would give the
government until next Thurs-

day to prove it could defend
Iraq’s sovereignty.

missilestolran

Tehran: Iran is expected to re-
ceive within weeks a first ship-

ment OUE Ol UE [ 100 CTE;CSE'
madeshoulder-fired air-detence

Tissilelaunchers, threesources
Tamiliar with the daear Told
Reuters, as it rebuilds its de-
fences amid war with the US.
The purchase, valued at $60-
Zomullion, -
Est—known effortsto strenEt_wn
itsshort-rangeair defences since
Tt e
US and Israel, which exposed
gapsin Iran’s ability to protect
mj]it%l_'zsn[es andinfrastructyre.
e contract covers the pur-
chase of between 300 and 400
man-portable air defence sys-
B MANPADS Tochidtne
Chinese-made QW-12and FN-16
mussiles, sources said. REUTERS
—
US commander
asks troops not to
share their videos

Washington: The top US com-
mander for West Asia has
warned troopsthat cellphone vi-
deosshared onlinecanhelpIran
target American bases, and
sources told Reuters deployed
personnel could soon beordered
tosurrender their phones.
Admiral Brad Cooper said
Iran was benefiting from being
able to see the success or failure
of its strikes by searching news
reports or online posts by jour-
nalists referencing “reactions,
photos, and footage from cell-
phones of our troops.” REUTERS



Houthis, under IRGC guidance, planning

to impose fees for Red Sea transit: Yemen

Agence France-Presse
RIYADH

A Minister in Yemen'’s in-
ternationally recognised
government on Wednes-
day accused Houthi rebels
of working under Iranian
guidance to establish a sys-
tem to impose fees for
ships transiting the Red
Sea and the Bab al-Mandab
Strait.

The narrow maritime
artery has been a critical
waterway for delivering
vast quantities of Saudi

crude to the international
market, after energy ex-
ports were largely choked
off by fighting in the Strait
of Hormuz.

Information  Minister
Moammar al-Eryani de-
scribed “the move/as-a
dangerous esCalation
aimed at transforming one
of the world’s most strateg-
ic maritime-corridors into
a permanent source of
funding for the militia’s
military- and  terrorist
activities”.

Mr. Eryani said the as-

The narrow artery
has been critical for
delivering crude to
international market,

after Hormuz closure

sessment was provided by
recently obtained “con-
firmed intelligence” indi-
cating that Iran’s Revolu-
tionary  Guards were
helping manage the effort.

“The intelligence indi-
cates that IRGC experts
and advisers are directly

involved in designing the
technical and administra-
tive framework of the pro-
ject,” the Minister added in
comments exclusive to
AFP. He added that this
would include “the esta-
blishment of a dedicated
entity responsible for col-
lecting payments from
shipping companies and
commercial vessels”.
Anxieties are growing
across the Gulf that the
Houthis are hoping to copy
Iran’s playbook in the

Strait of Hormuz.




Bangladesh ex-premier Hasina vows to

return by year-end despite fearing for life

Agence France-Presse
NEW DELHI

Bangladesh’s fugitive ex-
premier Sheikh Hasina
said she was determined to
return to her country by
December despite fearing
for her life.

“I may be killed. I may
be arrested. I may be sent
to prison,” Ms. Hasina, 78,
said in an emailed res-
ponse to questions by AFP.

“I am fully aware of my
fate. Still, I want to go back
because my people are

Sheikh Hasina

calling.me,” she added.
oppled in Au

Fstudentled uprisi

a.student-led uprising

hatended her 157¢

iron-fisted rule; Ms. Hasina
left by helicopter to India

as crowds stormed her

palace:

TheUnited Nations says
up to 1,400 people were
killed in crackdowns as she
tried to cling to power.

In November, Ms. Hasi-

na was found guilty by a
Dhaka court of crimes

nister, who has been living
in a secret location in In-
dia, insisted there was no
pressure for her to return.
Relations between India
and Bangladesh, strained
under the interim adminis-

tration that took power af-

ter Ms. Hasina’s fall, have
stabilised since Bangla-
‘deshi Prime Minister Ta-

against humanity and sen-
tenced to be hanged - a

verdict she described as

“political vengeance

dressedupasfaw .
The former Prime Mi-

rique Rahman took office
i - Dhaka has for-
mally requested Ms. Hasi-
na’s extradition — a request
New Delhi has said is “un-
der examination”.



U.S. and
Iran resume
fighting in
West Asia

Associated Press
Agence France-Presse
CAIRO/WASHINGTON

Jordan intercepted missiles
launched from Iran early
on Wednesday, hours after
the U.S. military said it
knocked down another Ira-
nian barrage launched
against American forces in
the region, ending a brief
pause in fighting between
Tehran and Washington.

The  U.S. also said it
worked with Saudi Arabia
to fire on Iran-backed mili-
tias in Iraq that have target-
ed the kingdom in recent
days. The militias said at
least 20 of their fighters
had been killed. Six Iranian
advisers were also killed in
the strikes, Iraqi militia of-
ficials said.

The fighting came after
days in which mediators
said some progress had
been made in negotiations
to end the war.




TEHRAN REJECTS OMAN PROPOSAL FOR REGIONAL MANAGEMENT OF HORMUZ STRAIT, CALLS IT ‘UNREASONABLE’

US, Saudi hitIran’s allies in Iraq;

Trump vows to punish Tehran

We're going to beat
the f**ing s**t out
of them: President

Reuters
Dubm Cairo, July 29

EXPLOSIONS HIT a natural gas
loading port on the Mediterra-
nean Sea in Egypt on Wednes-
day, and British maritimesecur-
ity company Ambrey said a
US-owned floating storage
tanker there had been hit by a
drone, in a potential spread of
the West Asiawar.

The drone hit a vessel in the
Egyptian port of Damietta, caus-
inga fire that spread to anote
vessel, three tradin serlirces
familiar with the jaefdent said.
The c1g ere evacuated
and ghefire had been br

der contr
There was
of responsib

Earlier o) nesday the
United States 1d Saudi Arabia
struck Iran-backed paramilitg
groupsinIraq,and US ReeSident
Donald Trump ye<ed to “beat
the f**ngsaoutof Iran for fir-
ing on US troops days after he
halted airstrikes.

Iran confirmed overnight
that it had fired on US bases in
Jordan and at ships in the Strait
of Hormuz, and alsospurned an
Omani proposal tojointly man-

e cl m
1dent

efis inspect the site of a joint US-Saudi airstrike thatda
Mosul, Ir; n Wednesday. ap

ag ait. ®man, backed by
tes, had proposed a plan
for joint regional control of th
strait thisweek includipg#6lun-
taryservicecharg utasenior
Iranian offigietfold Reuters Wed*
nesdgwyatIran had rejected the
proposal as “unreasonable™
“We'llbe hitting them hard,”
Fox News quoted Trump as say-
ing. “We're going to beat the
f**ings**tout ofthem.”
Theabrupttesumption ofat-
tacksionly days after they were
suspended saw a return to the
volatile on-again-off-again pat-
tern of earlier phases in the war.
Trump had said “Operation
Epic Fury” would last only a

G when he launched it
ebruarybutfightinghasnow
gone on for five months with no
end insight. The joint US-Saudi
attacks also mark the first time
Riyadh has publicly joined
strikes alongside Washington
that could widen the conflict by
drawing Sunni Muslim Saudi
Arabia into combat against
Shi’ite proxies of Iran.

Iraq’s Popular Mobilisation
Forces, powerful Iran-backed
paramilitary groups incorpor-
ated into the Iraqi security
forces, said at least 20 members
were killed and 32 wounded in
US-Saudi strikes targeting sev-
eral bases across Iraq.

few

aget a Popular Mobilization Forces base in

Washingtonand Riyadhsaid
they struck the Iran-backed
armed groups in Iraq in retali-
ation for drone attacks on Saudi
oil targets launched from Iraq.

Itwasthe first major US mili-
tary action in the Middle East
since last Friday, when Trump
abruptly suspended an inten-
sive bombing campaign after 13
days, having been advised by
commanders that the strategy
had runits course.

ThoughIrandeniesits forces
have directed strikes from Iraqi
territory, Iranian newspaper
Hamshahri reported that four
Iranian Revolutionary Guards
advisers had been killed in the

strikes on Ir g”The strikes on
Iraq expest a dangerous
b olanle country. ThesS]

constant source of tensig
frequent domestigafest.

The officgefPM Ali al-Zaidi,
who togleffower justtwo months

urged the parties involved
to avoid escalation and said he
wanted to keep the country out
of regional conflicts.

The Iraqi presidency de-
nounced thestrikesonthe para-
militaries as “an unacceptable
attack and a flagrant violation of
Iraq’s sovereignty”, while also
calling for a halt to attacks by
armed groups against Iraq’s
neighbours. Trumptold Foxthat
the US had coordinated with the
Iraqi government in launching
the attacks. An Iraqi govern-
ment spokesperson did not re-
spond toarequest for comment
onTrump’sassertion that Bagh-
dad had cooperated.

Washington has long called
on the Baghdad government to
crack down on Iran-backed
paramilitaries, but efforts to do
soinpast have provoked unrest.

In a clear challenge to
Zaidi’s authority, Kataib Hez-
bollah, said it would give the
government until next Thurs-
day to prove it could defend
Iraq’s sovereignty.

China‘tosend’
shoulder-fi
miss#éstolran

ehran: Iran is expected to re-
ceive in weeks a first ship-
meht ougof up to 400 Chinese-
oNder-fired air-defence
launchers, three sources
amlhar with the deglstold
Reuters, as it reb ds its de-
fences amid y iththe US.
The chase, valued at $60-
7Qafllion, is one of Tehran’s lar-
gest-known effortstostrengthen
itsshort-rangeair defences since
the outbreak of its war with the
US and Israel, which exposed
gaps in Iran’s ability to protect
militarysitesand infrastructure.
The contract covers the pur-
chase of between 300 and 400
man-portable air defence sys-
tems (MANPADS), including
Chinese-made QW-12and FN-16
missiles, sources said. REUTERS

US commander
asks troops not to
share their videos

Washington: The top US com-
mander for West Asia has
warned troopsthat cellphone vi-
deosshared onlinecanhelpIran
target American bases, and
sources told Reuters deployed
personnel could soon beordered
tosurrender their phones.
Admiral Brad Cooper said
Iran was benefiting from being
able to see the success or failure
of its strikes by searching news
reports or online posts by jour-
nalists referencing “reactions,
photos, and footage from cell-
phones of our troops.” REUTERS




Japan quake toll rises to 18 as rescue efforts continue

Associated Press
Kumamoto, July 29

SOLDIERS AND emergency
workers combed through a
badly damaged shopping mall
and collapsed houseslooking for
trapped survivors Wednesday
after a powerful earthquake that
killed atleast 18 people in south-
western Japan.

—Lhe magnitude 71 earth-
Kumamotoareaon the southern
main 1sland of Kyushu, also left
atleast 62 people ijured, six of

them seriously, the prefectural
government said. The tally has
been steadily growing, fanning
fears it may continue torise.
The sweltering weather
heightened worries about the
survivors as rescuersbraved the
heat. It was unclear how many
people might still be missing.
Some of the most serious
damage was at the Aeon Mall
shopping centre inKashimacity,
which was bustling with thou-
sands of people when the quake
happened. The company said
some 3,000 customers were.

Rescuers work atthe damaged
Aeon MallinJapan’s Kumamoto
prefecture on Wednesday. a»

evacuated toa parking lot before
a’gas explosion happened in
another part of the mall, where

somepeople were still working.

The mall’s second floor col-
lapsed, trapping people. Wit-
nesses said the explosion shook
the area as much as did the
quake. Three people remained
missing, while four deaths were
confirmed at the mall site, ac-
cording to Aeon.

“We take it seriously that an
explosion happened and
precious lives were lost,” Aeon
President Akio Yoshida told a
news conference in Kumamoto,
where he bowed deeply along
with two other executives.

Japanese media footage of
the mall showed that part of a
ceiling had caved in, and metal
partsand other debris were scat-
tered about as helmeted and
masked rescue workers
searched the area.

In nearby Yatsushino, a
chimney collapse at a Nippon
Paper Industries factory killed
five people while seven others
wererescued from thedebris, ac-
cording to the Kumamoto pre-
fectural government disaster
team. Four people were still be-
lieved tobetrapped there, it said.



PoK protesters ‘enemies
like India, says Pak. Defence

Minister as toll rises to 37

ISLAMABAD

Pakistan Defence Minister Khawaja
Asif has termed the protesters in
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir as

“enemies” like India and ruled out
dialogue with them, even as the
Joint Awami Action Committee

(JAAC) on Wednesday claimed that
security forces have killed 37 peo-
ple in the last two days.

“There will be no dialogue with
the protesters. I bracket them with
India. I put them in the same cate-
gory as India and consider them as
enemies of Pakistan,” Mr. Asif told
presspersons on Tuesday.

However, the Prime Minister’s
Adviser Rana Sanaullah told press-
persons thatthe JAAC held a meet-
ing with him and presented its 38
demands. Alleging that the protes-
ters want to seize Muzaffarabad
and Mirpur through force, Mr. Sa-
naullah on Tuesday claimed that
they were currently engaged in an

“India-like attack”.

Mr. Sanaullah claimed that no
one was killed in clashes between
the law enforcement personnel
and protesters.

Violence erupted when
JAAC launched a long
march, coinciding with the
first phase of pells in PoK

However, the JAAC, a collective
of aetivist groups, on Wednesday
said that 37 unarmed peaceful
protesters and people, including
women and children, who were
not even protesting, have been
killed by Pakistani forces in the last
two days. The party’s claim could
not be independently verified.

‘Many injured’

It said the violence erupted on
Monday when the JAAC launched a
long march, coinciding with the
first phase of polls for the legisla-
tive assembly in PoK.

In a statement, the JAAC said
that a large number of people are
critically injured with bullet
wounds. “Hospitals are under forc-
es’ control, doctors have been re-
moved, medical stores have no
medicines left. Volunteers who try
to pick up the dead or injured are
also being fired upon,” it said.



Private R&D spends cross govt.s in FY24

Alevel last seen in 2009-10, official data reveal a structural shift: private industry accounted for 45.5% of national R&D spending in 2021-22, rising

further to 51.8% in 2023-24, the first time businesses have contributed more to Indias research effort than all levels of government combined

Jacob P Koshy
NEW DELHI

ndia’s spending on re-
search and develop-
men sur
0.83% of GDP in 2021-22
try crossed the 0.8%
threshold — a level last
seen in 2009-10, according
to newly disclosed govern-
ment data.
The figures also reveal a
structural shift in_India’s

innovation Tandscape:
Frivate industry accounted
or 45.5% of nationa D
spending in 2021-22, rising
further to 51.8% in 2023-

24, the first time business-
TS have contributed more
to India’s research effort
than all levels of govern-
ment combined.

The figures were dis-
closed by the Department
of Science and Technology
(DST) in response to a Lok
Sabha questionon Wednes-
day. They form part of the
latest Research & Develop-
ment Statistics 2025-26,

although the full statistical
report itself has not yet
been publicly released.
The numbers are signifi-
cant because India, despite

—l_Bossessm g _one_of _the
world’s_largest _scientific
workforces and _ranking
among the toE countries in
scientific publications, has
long spent a much smaller
Share of its economy on re-
SEEFCT-Than Tajor Selenti
iT powers. The share of
R&D in GDP - long consi-
dered a bellwether of pro-
gress - has, in the case of
India, steadily fallen every
year till it reached its nadir
of 0.64% in 2020-21.
at year China spent
2.4% of GDP; Japan 3.3%,
outh Korea 4.8%, United
ates 3.5% and around 5%
ITTSTael. Successive . go-

vernments have alsore-
peatedly argued_t 3
dia’s innovati m

15 constrained -becausé in-
dustry contributes a much
sma|ier share of national
R&D_spending than in ad-
vanceé economies, where

Science wins

The numbers are significant because India has long spent a
much smaller share of its economy on research than major

scientific powers

=India’s share'df R&D in
GDP has steadilyfallen
every year tilkit reached
it§ nadinof 0.64% in
2020-21

= Thatyear, China spent
2:8% of GDP, Japan
3.3%, South Korea 4.8%,
U.S. 3.5%, Israel 5%

business _routinely = ae-
counts for over 70% of re-
Search expenditure.
compiles India’s of-
ficial R&D statistics
through ‘its  National
Sciencewand Technology
Management Information
System (NSTMIS), which
has conducted national
science surveys since 1973
using UNESCO and OECD
definitions. The surveys
gather expenditure data
from central and state go-
vernment agencies, univer-
sities, public sector enter-
prises and private

industry. The 2022-23 edi-
tion explicitly stated that
its coverage had been ex-
panded to include multina-
tional companies and en-
terprises  outside the
Department of Scientific
and Industrial Research’s
recognition scheme. There
were 2,397 DSIR-recog-
nised in-house  R&D
centres as of December
2022. Until Wednesday’s
parliamentary reply, the
latest publicly available
DST publication was the
2022-23 edition, released
in 2023, which contained

data only up to 2020-21.
The parliamentary reply is
therefore the first official
disclosure of India’s R&D
expenditure for 2021-22,
2022-23 and 2023-24, even
though the corresponding
statistical reports have yet
to be published.

The fresh data point to
an abrupt discontinuity.
Gross Expenditure on Re-
search and Development
(GERD) fell from %1.33 lakh
crore in 2019-20 to 31.27
lakh crore in 2020-21 (a CO-
VID-year slump), before
jumping 53% to ¥1.95 lakh
crore in 2021-22. It subse-
quently rose to ¥2.13 lakh
crore in 2022-23 and 32.45
lakh crore in 2023-24.

However, budget docu-
ments from the period do
not suggest a commensu-
rate surge in government
science spending. Union
allocations to the Depart-
ment of Science and Tech-
nology, Department of Bio-
technology, Department of
Atomic Energy, ISRO and
other major science agen-

cies rose only incremental-
ly across these years, mak-
ing it unlikely that the
increase was driven solely
by public expenditure.

The sharp rise in GERD
coincided with a dramatic
increase in the private sec-
tor industry’s contribution
to India’s research spend-
ing. Private industry ac-
counted for 38.5% of GERD
in 201718, 37.7% in 2018-19,
33.8% in 201920 and
36.4% in 2020-21, before
jumping to 45.5% in 2021-
22, 48.0% in 2022-23 and
51.8% in 2023-24 — the first
time private industry has
contributed more than half
of India’s total R&D expen-
diture. In absolute terms,
lndustg R&D spending in-
g%a%_mn_gbout

1] i 718
and 46,700 crore in 2018-
19 to 344,800 crore in 2019-
20 and 46,400 crore in
2020-21, before almost

doubling to 88
1 2021:22 and rising futh-

er_to 12
2023-24.
—



FIR registered

over ‘defamatory

b

posts against

PM, police seek

detailsfrom X

Alok Singh
New Delhi, July 29

THE DELHI Police has regis-
tered an FIR in connection with
“objectionable and defama-
tory” content posted on social
media against Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and other con-
stitutional heads.

It has also written to X and
other platforms to remove the
content and provide details of
userswho posted them, Thehy
dian Express has learnt.

According to sources, the
contentwas mostlypested dur-
ing the CockroachJantaParty’s
protest at Jantar Mantar.

A case under charges of
criminal intimidation, public
mischief, and defamation has
been lodged at the Special Cell
IFSO (Intelligence Fusion and
Strategic Operations) unit in
connection with the matter.

On Sunday, The Indian Ex-
press reported that the Delhi
Police has started asking social
media platforms to take down
such content.

According tosources, inone
of the notices sent to a social
media platform, the Delhi Po-
lice said the circulation of such
“objectionable and defamatory
content has caused serious
harm to the PM’s reputation,
dignity and public image”.

“The continued availability
of such content has the poten-
tial to disturb public order, cre-
ate unnecessary political con-
troversy and erodepublic trust.
Such acts also fagilitate misuse
of social media platforms for
defamation and objectionable
contentvand cyber-enabled
offefiges.

“Therefore...you are hereby
directed to remove or disable
accessto the aforesaid accounts
as well as URLs immediately,
within three hours of receipt of
this intimation, while ensuring
that the relevant data, logs and
subscriber information are pre-
served for evidence purposes,”
the notice said.

Police have also identified
around S00 social media ac-
counts that allegedly shared
deepfake and Al-generated
content related to the protests.
A police officer said these ac-
counts have been recom-

mended for blocking through
the respective social media
platforms.

On July 20, clashes broke
out between Delhi Police per-
sonnel and CJP protesters,
includingstudents, leaving -
several injured. Police later
registered 15 FIRs in con-
nection with the violence,
but subsequently decided
to withdraw them.




Despite heightened global
uncertainties, the ministry
said India’s economic outlook
remains underpinned by resil-
ient domestic fundamentals,
continued policy support, and
strengthening  structural
drivers of growth.

“Structural reforms of the
last decade and infrastructure
investments are contributing
to growth resilience as is evi-
dent in the data for the
months of March to June
2026,” the review stated.

On the external sector
front, the ministry said st

ing months. ‘Along
with comfortableforeign ex-
change reserves, these devel-

dian economy;, 1t said.
“Global developments
related to Al and weaponisa-
tion of supply chains in gen-
eral are reminders of the dis-
tance India needs to travel to
achieve long-term resilience
and strategic leverage...recent
years have been a time for
hunkering down and batten-

e oil, which
declig€d below pre-conflict
els, have risen again this
month. However, the increase
remains contained compared
with the sharp spike wit-
nessed during the initial
phase of the conflict, the min-
istry said.

India’s crude oil import bill

country's o1l consumpuon-to-
GDP ratio and crude oil im-
ports-to-GDP ratio has de-
clined frem'FY14 to FY26, a
trend partlyattributable to ac-

gher than the 2025 monthly
average. EV penetration—
which has crossed 8% of total
vehicle registrations in 2026
so far — could reduce India’s
annual oil import bill by
around Rs 11lakh crore once it
reaches 20% by 2030, the re-
view said citing the SBI note.
Higher commodity prices are
expected to interrupt the glo-
bal disinflation process, the
ministry said. FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM



FIR registered

over ‘defamatory

b

posts against
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THE DELHI Police has regis-
tered an FIR in connection with
“objectionable and defama-

According to sources, the
contentwas mostlypested dur-
ing the CockroachJantaParty’s
protest at Jantar Mantar.

A case under charges of
criminal intimidation, public
mischief, and defamation has
been lodged at the Special Cell
IFSO (Intelligence Fusion and
Strategic Operations) unit in
connection with the matter.

On Sunday, The Indian Ex-
press reported that the Delhi
Police has started asking social
media platforms to take down
such content.

Accordingtosources, inone
of the notices sent to a social
media platform, the Delhi Po-
lice said the circulation of such
“objectionable and defamatory
content has caused serious
harm to the PM’s reputation,
dignity and public image”.

“The continued availability

“Therefore...you are hereby
directed to remove or disable
accessto the aforesaid accounts
as well as URLs immediately,
within three hours of receipt of
this intimation, while ensuring
that the relevant data, logs and
subscriber information are pre-
served for evidence purposes,”
the notice said.

Police have also identified
around S00 social media ac-
counts that allegedly shared
deepfake and Al-generated
content related to the protests.
A police officer said these ac-
counts have been recom-
mended for blocking through
the respective social media
platforms.

On July 20, clashes broke
out between Delhi Police per-
sonnel and CJP protesters,
includingstudents, leaving -
several injured. Police later
registered 15 FIRs in con-
nection with the violence,
but subsequently decided
to withdraw them.




Gulveer braves weather and

competition to bag silver

He becomes the first man from the India to win a medal in the 10000m event in the Games’
history. finishing with a timing of 27:49.78s; Australia’s Robinson clinches gold (27:48.93s)

CWEALTH GAMES

K. Keerthivasan
GLASGOW

hile much of
w the spotlight
was on India

assuring itself of medals in
the boxing ring at the Com-
monwealth Games here, a
few kilometres away at the
Scotstoun Stadium, a mid-
dle-distance runner from
the country was quietly
scripting history.

In challenging track
conditions with heavy rain
and sun making frequent
appearances, Gulveer
Singh won silver
(27:49.78s) in the men’s
10,000m on Tuesday to be-
come the first Indian man
to win a medal in the event
in the Games’ history.

Ky Robinson of Australia
won gold in a time of
27:48.93 while David Mul-
larkey of the Isle of Man
bagged bronze in 27:50.28.

Gulveer was one of the
favourites to bag a medal.
Before the race, he was in
the top three in season’s
best and his personal best
of 27:00.22 (a National re-
cord) was at the top in the
field.

Gulveer ran a tactical

=

= o Rl

Final push: Gulveer broke away from the pack with around 900m [éftyeven as Australia’s Robinson

claimed gold. GETTY IMAGES

race, being among the
leaders till the last before
accelerating. He stayed in
sixth position at the
8,000m mark with five
more laps to go. With
around 900m left, he
broke out of the pack.
Gulveer, who has¢im-
proved since joining hands
with coach Scott Simmons

in the USA three years ago,
brought out his best in a
strong field that also in-
cluded Daniel Ebenyo, the
2023 World, champion-
ships silver medallist.

Ebenyo ended up sixth
while the other Kenyans,
Edwin Kurgat and Ishmael
Kipkurgi finished fourth
and 10th respectively.

Wrapping himself in the
Indian tricolour, Gulveer
was gasping for breath
when he came to the
mixed zone. “It was not ea-
sy to run in the conditions.
I take this opportunity to
thank my family, coaches
and the Athletics Federa-
tion of India for their sup-
port,” he said.

Six Indian pugilists marchinto semifinals

K. Keerthivasan
GLASGOW

Sakshi Chaudhary, one of
India’s brightest boxing
prospects, led the charge
as six pugilists from the
country advanced to the
semifinals at the Scottish
Event Campus here on

‘Wednesday, assuring
themselves of at least-a
Commonwealth ~ Games
bronze.

With the exception of
Narender Berwal’s hard-
fought contest, the Indian
boxers _won their ‘bouts
with @ fair, degree of
comfort.

Sakshi outelassed Caitlin
Fryers of Northern Ireland
to register a 5-0 victory in
the women’s 51kg category.
Arundhati Choudhary de-
feated New Zealand’s Mor-
gan Henderson 3-1 in the
women’s 70kg last-eight
encounter before Jaismine
Lamboria won through a
4-1 split decision against
England’s Elise Glynn in
women'’s 57kg.

Sachin Siwach over-
came Moremi Treasure
from Botswana with a un-
animous 5-0 verdict in the
men’s 60kg clash while An-
kush Panghal was confi-
dence personified in his
5-0 triumph over Jade Mi-
cock of Seychelles in men’s
80kg.

In the men’s 90+kg
quarterfinal battle, Naren-
der had to dig deep before
edging past Samoa’s Mi-
chael Seko 3-2 in a split de-
cision. India is now as-

Punching a medal: Narender (red) had to stretch every sinew while Sachin (blue) was hardly tested by
his opponent. Sakshi (blue) and Ankush (red) sailed smoothly into the next round. pTi & AP

.

Arundhati and Jaismine joined the party. PT & SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

sured of 10 boxing medals.

Sachin was never really
stretched. It was a cagey af-
fair with both boxers
adopting a cautious ap-
proach and reluctant to
commit in attack.

For much of the bout,
they waited for each other
to make the first move so
that they could create an

opening for a counter.

Sachin did just enough
in every round, eventually
securing a comfortable un-
animous decision.

Ankush’s duel with Mi-
cock, too, was a tactical
one, with neither willing to
overcommit.

There were few close-
range exchanges or sus-

tained body attacks as both
preferred to be patient be-
fore launching attacks.
Ankush, however,
looked the sharper of the
two, displaying lightning-
quick reflexes to slip and
evade the 19-year-old’s jabs
before responding with

crisp right-left
combinations.
The Narender-Seko

quarterfinal was easily the
closest and most physical
contest of the day.

The bout came alive af-
ter a caution-filled opening
round as both of them
traded punches with grea-
ter intent. Narender forced
Seko into two standing
counts — one each in the
second and third rounds —
which may have proved
decisive in earning him a
place in the semifinal.



