Release all minors held
over student protests: SC

Top court mulls independent probe into allegations of police excesses during the protests; States

permitted to proceed with probes, police restrained from taking ‘coercive action’ against students

Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI

the State authorities to pro-
ceed with the investigation
of the FIRs registered in re-
lation to the protests, the
court ordered the imme-
diate release of all minors
arrested in connection
with the demonstrations
and restrained the police
from taking coercive action
against “protesting stu-
dents” unless they had cri-
minal antecedents.

Q Whosoever has committed excess,
committed atrocities
on innocent people, the law
will take care of them. For
that, there needs to be a
completely independent
and fair investigation...
Probe is meaningless if no
responsibility is fixed

SURYA KANT
Chief Justice of India

2%

P,

I Saurav
Das, the CJP’s spokesper-
son, said in a post on X that
the order “raises extreme-
ly serious concerns” and is
in “direct contradiction” to
the Centre’s assurance to

« s »

Surya Kant, while hearing
a batch of petitions alleging
disproportionate force by
the police during the prot-
ests, observed that an inde-
pendent probe was neces-
sary to examine the

allegations of police vio-
lence through a “scientific”
and “evidence-based” in-
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RAF diary entry shows Delhi Police

authorised pellet gun use on July 20

RAF registered entry at Parliament-Street police station on July 22, soon after The Hindu's report on pellet gun injuries; RAF

later withdrew pump action guns, eleetric shields, anti-riot guns, shock batons from personnel deployed at Jantar Mantar

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

ays after the Delhi
D Police denied the
usage of “pellet

guns during <the July 20
march to Parliament — in
which at least four persons
reported ‘being hit with
pellets’— a general diary
entryfiled at Parliament
Street” police station re-
veals that the Rapid Action
Force (RAF) did fire two
rounds from an anti-riot
gun on the directions of a
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (DCP) rank officer.
The Hindu has accessed
the general diary entry,
which was registered by
the RAF at 1.24 a.m. on July
22. This was the first time
that a pellet gun was used
against unarmed protes-
ters in the national capital.
Following the July 20 in-
cident, the RAF withdrew
shock batons, electric
shields, pump-action guns,
and the anti-riot guns,
which fire pellets, from
personnel deployed at Jan-
tar Mantar. A review by an
RAF Inspector-General al-
so highlighted “serious def-
iciencies” in RAF beha-

RAF personnel deployed near the Parliament House during the CJP
protest march in New Delhi on July 20. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

viour during the march, in
violation of its principle of
“sensitive policing”.

Two rounds fired

The diary entry says that,
to control the crowd dur-
ing the Cockroach Janta
Party (CJP) protest, “on the
orders of Zone-1, DCP, Jan-
tar Mantar,” the RAF Depu-
ty Commandant fired “55
rounds of non-electrical
shell, 15 rounds of electri-
cal shell, five tear smoke
grenade, two rounds using
ballistic cartridges with
plastic pellets from an anti-

riot gun.” The RAF, which
is the anti-riot unit of the
Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF), was de-
ployed and was under the
operational control of the
Delhi Police at the time of
the incident.

The diary entry was
made hours after The Hin-
du reported on July 21 that
two people allegedly hit by
pellets fired by RAF per-
sonnel had undergone sur-
gery at government hospi-
tals. One of them, Sahil
Lochab, 19, risks losing vi-
sion in his right eye due to

a pellet piercing his pupil,
his family said.

Police sources said that
during a law-and-order sit-
uation, Central forces, in
this case the RAF, are given
a general consent by the
police officer concerned,
to use all crowd-control
equipment  at  their
disposal.

‘Serious deficiencies’
Significantly, in a video
conference with RAF per-
sonnel after the incident,
RAF  Inspector-General
Seema Dhundhia “gave
clear directions that during
the current Delhi deploy-
ment, the situation has
been analysed and until
further orders pump ac-
tion guns (PAG), anti-riot
Gun (ARG), electric shock
weapon, and electric
shield shall not be used or
issued to personnel.”

The minutes of the
meeting accessed by The
Hindu said that “serious
deficiencies were observed
in many aspects of the op-
eration, which need to be
improved in the future.”

The Inspector-General
reiterated that the core
principle of the RAF is

“sensitive policing”, and
directed that the use of
force in every situation
must be done only to the
necessary extent, in a judi-
cious, fair, restrained, and
sensitive manner.

Ms. Dhundhia said that
“some videos available on
social media showed inci-
dents of RAF personnel us-
ing unnecessary force on
persons who had already
separated from the crowd,
deliberately making peo-
ple fall, and assaulting per-
sons going out of the barri-
cade. Such incidents are
completely contrary to the
established work culture
and image of RAF and are
not justified under any
circumstances.”

Retired Intelligence Bu-
reau Special Director Yash-
ovardhan Azad moved the
Supreme Court for a ban
on pellet guns on July 27,
along with two victims of
pellet gun injuries, an ar-
tist and another profes-
sional. They demanded the
decommissioning or ban
on the use of wholly or
partly metallic kinetic pro-
jectiles or pellets fired
from pump action rifles or
projectile action guns.




Paper leak Bill amilestone, says govt.;
Opposition calls it ‘cosmetic exercise’

Minister says amendment shows PM’s resolve not to compromise the future of children; Congress leader asks why the

government is amending a law it had hailed as ‘historic’ just two years ago; SP member slams the govt. over police action

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Initiating the discussion
on the Bill, Union Minister
Jitendra Singh said the
amendment showed Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
resolve not to compromise
the future of children. The
government described it as
a “milestone” legislation in
the history of Parliament.
“Incidents of paper
leaks have taken place in
various States ruled by dif-
ferent parties. The anti-
paper leak Bill is a reaffir-
mation of the govern-
ment’s commitment to
safeguard the welfare of

Minister Jitendra Singh speaks in the Lok Sabha during the debate
on the Public Examinations Amendment Bill, 2026 on Tuesday. PTI

students and youth. The
amendment... (is being)
brought to make the law
more stringent,” Mr. Singh
said.

Speedy justice

He said it envisaged
completion of investiga-
tions within two months
and trials within three
months from the date of fil-
ing of chargesheet. The Bill
also empowers the Centre

to refer investigation of of-
fences under the Act to a
Special Task Force consti-
tuted for the purpose.

The Minister also in-
formed the House that the
government had already
initiated steps for the esta-
blishment of the fast-track
courts.

The proposed amend-
ments would reinforce de-
terrence against organised
examination-related
crimes and ensure speedy
justice, he added.

Initiating the debate for
the Opposition, Congress
deputy leader Gaurav Go-
goi questioned why the go-

vernment was amending a
law it had hailed as “histor-
ic” just two years ago.

‘Inability exposed’

He argued that the latest
paper leak had exposed
the government’s inability
to protect the integrity of
public examinations and
said harsher punishments
alone would not end the
menace without structural
reforms in the education

“Who are these 47 peo-

ple, when the sanctioned
strength of the NTA is 34?”
Mr. Gogoi asked. He also
questioned why the go-
vernment had so much
faith in the NTA chairman.
“Isit because he is associat-
ed with a particular

Samajwadi Party (SP)
MP Dimple Yadav lashed
out at the government for
the police action against
protesting students.

Responding to the Op-
position, BJP MP Anurag
Thakur hit out at Leader of
the Opposition Rahul

Gandhi for sitting on a
dharna outside the Prime
Minister’s residence, say-
ing Mr. Gandhi did so be-
cause students did not ask




‘Indian space technology firms raised
$200 mn in 2025 led by Bengaluru

Shilpa Elizabeth $113 million in 24 rounds.

BENGALURU

Tracxn said in a report
the sector raised about

The investor base also
: : e expanded from domestic
Money state: Vikram-1, India's first privately developed orbital venture capital firms and
class rocket built by Skyroot Aerospace ahead of maiden launch. AN angel investors to sove-
reign wealth funds and glo-
July 18.] bal institutional investors.
Upward trend

However, the increase

in funding during 2025-26
The report titled ‘Space
Tech in India’ maps 285

has been driven by a small
firms in India with 274 be-

number of large rounds
ing active. Out of these 72

received equity funding.

rather than a broad-based
rise in deal activity.




India, strongest growth market for Germany

Lufthansa Group, said

Gurmehar Kaur confirmed a €3 billion in-  ing Zurich to Bangalore, its
NEW DELHI vestment to lift its India- i
bound fleet, including dou-
bling the capacity in its
Mumbai-Munich route by
upgrading it with an Airbus
A380. The Lufthansa
group is also expanding its
India network through
Swiss International Air 5
Lines, which will begin fly-  Director, Sales, South Asia,




Oman presents Iran with
plan for fees to use Hormuz

Reuters
DUBAI

The plan could serve as a basis to end the disruption through the
strait caused by the U.S.-Israeli war on Iran. REUTERS

resident Dona
Trump, who abruptly proposal, Iran would not
called off a two-week exercise sole control and
bombing campaign over fees would be volunta
the weekend in his latest
strategic U-turn, said there
were “good talks” under
way with Iran but threa-
tened to restart strikes un-
less negotiations deliver.
Iran denies seeking to res-
ume talks with the United
States. Under the Omani




We are not anyones proxy
force: Iranian Kurdish party

Stanly Johny

In an email interview

with The Hindu, Rivar Ab-
danan, a PJAK spokesper-
son and member of the
party’s Leadership Coun-
cil, said the group rejects
being viewed merely as a
military actor and instead
seeks to build “a democrat-
ic, self-administered socie-
ty” in Kurdistan while
working towards “the esta-
blishment of a democratic
republic throughout Iran”.

Mr. Abdanan said PJAK’s
military posture is guided
by self-defence and politi-
cal strategy rather than op-
portunism. “The Islamic
Republic wants to drag us
into a long and exhausting
war,” he said, adding that
the party wants to pre-
serve Kurdish political and

Rivar Abdanan

social capacity for a future
democratic transition.
While PJAK would res-
pond if Iranian attacks
threaten Kurdish exis-
tence, it would not join any
international coalition un-
til it is certain that Kurdish
political rights are guaran-
teed. “We will not become
part of any international
coalition or project,” he
said, though PJAK would
pursue “constructive en-
gagement” with govern-
ments and actors opposing
the Islamic Republic if they
sincerely support a demo-
cratic political order benef-
iting all of Iran’s peoples.
Asked whether PJAK
condemns the U.S.-Israeli
attacks on Iran, Mr. Abda-
nan said the issue “cannot
be reduced to a simple
choice between encourag-
ing war or condemning

war”. While stressing that
PJAK does not believe war
is a path to democracy, he
argued that the roots of the
conflict lie in the Islamic

Republic’s “repressive
domestic policies and its
expansionist policies

across the region”. He said
the group views “pressure
on this dictatorial regime
and strikes against its
centres of repression” as
positive, provided civilians
are not harmed and the fu-
ture right to self-determi-
nation of Iran’s peoples is
not undermined.

On relations with Wash-
ington and Tel Aviv, Mr.
Abdanan said PJAK keeps
“diplomatic channels open
to all governments and pol-
itical actors” whose en-
gagement serves Kurdish
interests and supports “the
establishment of a demo-
cratic political system in
Iran”.

At the same time, he
noted that many Iranian
Kurds remain sceptical of
both powers, citing what
he called America’s incon-
sistent policies towards
Syrian Kurds and the last-
ing memory of Israel’s al-
leged role in the capture of
Kurdish leader Abdullah
Ocalan.




Magnitude 7.1 quake
shakes south Japan,
many feared trapped

Agencies
Tokyo, July 28

The second floor atthe Aeon
Mall shopping centre in Kas
shima Town collapsed, trapping
an unknown number of pedple.
Rescue operations were being
carried out, the Fireand Disaster
Management Agency said with-
out giving furtheér details.

The US Geological Surveyin-
itially said the earthquake had a
magnitude of 7.1, but revised it
laterto6.8.Japan’s PM Sanae Ta-
kaichi,inamessage postedon X,
said her government has set up
a task force to gather informa-
tion, assess possible damage and
prepare for rescue operations if
needed. Takaichi later told re-
porters that there have been re-
ports ofanumber of injuries and
damages to roads, bridges and
buildings, as well as blackouts
and fire, though details are still
unclear. Takaichi warned people
cooking to be careful with fire
and with shards of broken glass.

Kyodo News Agency said a
hospital in Yatsushiro city ac-
cepted about 40 people with in-
juries from the quake. A train
was derailed and fell on its side
at the Yatsushiro station, and
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stonewallsweredamaged at the
Kumamoto castle, Kyodo said.

“The shaking reminded me
of the Kumamoto quake (10
yearsago) and Iwasfrightened,”
said Hiroki Shimoda, an official
at the Mifune town hall.

Japan’s Fire and Disaster
Management Agency said there
were no reports of damage to
major public facilities and infra-
structure, though authorities
were still assessing the extent of
damage. Local firedepartments
received many emergency calls
reporting fires and damage to
homes.

Shinkansen bullet trainsand
localtrainsin Kyushu havebeen
suspended for safety checks,
while the runway at the Aso Ku-
mamoto Airport wasclosed. The
Japanese Defence Ministry said
it dispatched aircraft to the area
to assess the situation.

The UN nuclear watchdog
said that Japan'snuclear regula-
tion authority has informed it
that thereisnodamage or safety
issues at the Sendai nuclear
ower plant after a 7Z1-magni-




Trump’sirritation with Netanyahu
highlights strains asleaders meet

Meeting between
the two leaders
was positive,

says White House

Steve Holland
Washington, July 28

USPRESIDENT Donald Trump
voiced irritation with Benjamin
Netanyahu ahead of their White
House meeting on Tuesday,
complaining that details of the
Israeli prime minister's planned
talking points on Iran had sur-
faced publicly, in a fresh sign of
strain between the two leaders.

Asked about reports that Net-
anyahu wanted to talk to him
about Pickaxe Mountain, a forti-
fied facility buried deep under-
ground near one of Iran's main
nuclear sites, Trumpsaid, using
Netanyahu's nickname, “Idon't
need Bibi to tell me that. Bibi's
telling me that because he wants
me to stay involved.”

“Why don't you just tell it to
me? Why do you have to an-
nounce it to the world?” Trump
said in an interview with “Fox &
Friends.”

Netanyahu's office did not
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US President Donald Trump with Israeli PM Benjamin Netanyahu in Washington on Tuesday. @neTanvasu

immediately respond to re-
quests forcommenton Trump's
remarks.

But photos posted by Net-
anyahu'soffice on Xshowed the
two leaders sitting beside each
other in the Oval Office with
wide smiles. Theywerejoined by
Vice President JD Vance, Secre-
tary of State Marco Rubio and
Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth.

Trump met Netanyahu after

first having brief closed-door
talks with Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskiy. White
House spokeswoman Karoline
Leavitt described both meetings
as "positive and productive."
Netanyahu has run hot and
cold with Trump, who at times
has had to rein in the Israeli
leader from attacking targets in
Lebanon to try to weaken Iran-
backed Hezbollah militants.

An acrimonious phone call
in June in which the president
called the PM “fucking crazy”,
first leaked to the media and
later publicly confirmed by
Trump himself, laid bare the
strainsbetween the two leaders.

Sources familiar with the
matter said Netanyahu aims to
get Trump's support for his re-
election campaign ahead of an
October 27 vote. REUTERS

‘Good meeting’

between Trump
andZelenskyy

Washington: President Donald
Trump and Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy met
Tuesday ahead of Sen. Lindsey
Graham’s funeral, with the two
leaders discussing ways for
Ukraine to produce its own
powerful weapons and “other
ideas that could help” inits on-
going war against Russia.

In a post on social media
after the meeting, Zelenskyy
thanked Trump for the “good
meeting” and the Republican
administration's efforts to aid
Kyiv in the long-running war,
which began more than four
yearsagowhen Russiainvaded
Ukraine.

“The President and I dis-
cussed licenses for Patriot inter-
ceptor production and several
other ideas that could help,”
said Zelenskyy, who also noted
that he offered condolences to
Trump for the death of Gra-
ham, a close ally. “We also
spoke about diplomacy — it’s
important that the diplomatic
processbe reinvigorated.” AP



