Dharmendra Pradhan quits; CJP calls off stir

We have done itI sais Abh1|eet DiikeI President

n Ph
Nistula Hebbar
NEW DELHI

s the student prot-
ests over paper
leaks spread across

different States and snow-
balled into a major politi-
cal crisis for the Narendra
Modi government, Dhar-
mendra Pradhanaesigned:
as the Education Minister
on Saturday,, prompting
the Cockieach Janta Party
(CJP) to.call off the protests
at Jantar.Mantar, which
had bécome the epicentre
of the agitation for the past

36 days.
President  Droupadi
Murmu accepted Mr. Prad-

han’s resignation and ap-
pointed Pralhad Joshi as
the Education Minister. In
his resignation letter ad-
dressed to Prime Minister,
Mr. Pradhan said he was
stepping down on his own
account, so that “anti-na-
tional” elements do not ex-
ploit the situation created
by the protests.

Protesters celebrate

As soon as the news of the
resignation broke in the af-
ternoon, protesters at Jan-
tar Mantar erupted in joy.
“We have done it,” CJP
founder Abhijeet Dipke
told the jubilant crowd.

This is a signal to farmers, labourers, poor people to

stand up to the oppressive govt., says Rahul Gandhi

Kharge seeks stringent action against those who
‘unleashed lathis and pellet guns’ on students

One voice: CJP supporters celebrate at Jantar Mantar after Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan’s resignation. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

and thank you all citizens
for shedding fear and the
fear of fear, and rising up
from every corner of the
nation,” he posted on X.

The resignation came
moments before Union Mi-
nisters J.P. Nadda and Jiten-
dra Singh met CJP spokes-
persons Ashutosh Ranka
and Saurav Das for talks to
end the protests.

At a joint press confe-
rence with the Ministers,
the CJP spokespersons said

they are calling the protest
off in “good faith” as the
government had agreed to
their two demands:
crore to the families of all
students who died by sui-
cide after the NEET cancel-
lation and no action
against any of the student
rotesters.

charter for broader educa-
tion reforms is concerned,
we will deliberate upon
and engage with them,” he
said.

‘PM should apologise’
Congratulating the stu-
dents on their victory,
Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi said exit of Mr.
Pradhan is a “symbolic”
but huge step in rebuilding
the education system.

He, however, said there
are still two more de-
mands: anyone who beat
up the students should be

held accountable and that
the Prime Minister should
apologise to the students.

“Itis also a signal to oth-
er parts of society, farm-
ers, labourers, poor peo-
ple, anybody whom this
regime is attacking and op-
pressing, there is wisdom
and courage in standing
up. Daro mat (do not fear).
Let us get rid of this re-
gime,” Mr. Gandhi said.

In a post on X, Congress
president Mallikarjun
Kharge said: “The Prime
Minister should apologise
to youth. There should be
strict action against those

Centre to table
Bill to strengthen
anti-cheating law

NEW DELHI

Union Minister Dr. Jitendra
Singh is set to introduce the
Public Examinations
(Prevention of Unfair Means)
Amendment Bill, 2026, which
seeks to strengthen the
anti-cheating law, in the Lok
Sabha on Monday. The
proposed legislation, a copy of
which was circulated among
MPs on Saturday, significantly
toughens the penalties
established under the 2024 Act,
introduces mandatory

. thi i

Three protesters
injured as police
open fire in Bihar

PATNA

At least three protesters
sustained bullet wounds and
several police officers reported
injuries from stone-pelting in
Siwan district of Bihar on
Saturday as a State-wide
bandh called by the All India
Students’ Association over the
NEET issue turned violent.
While police fired 10 rounds in
Siwan, incidents of
stone-pelting were reported in
several districts, including
capital Patna. Though a heavy

denl

deadlines, and imposes
penalties reaching up to 10
crore for organised crime
networks. » PAGE 9

who unleashed lathis and
pellet guns.”

With the first week of
the Monsoon Session of
Parliament washed out ov-
er the Opposition’s insis-
tence on Mr. Pradhan’s re-
signation, the government
is now expecting both
Houses to function.

Amid the jubilation at
Jantar Mantar, there were
also tense moments, as
three senior police officials
were injured in stone-
throwing near the protest
site.  Police personnel
quickly restored order by
using tear gas and resort-

ploy of the police force
was made in the State capital,
the large number of students
managed to lodge their
protest. » PAGE 10

ing to a mild lathi-charge.

Sources said the govern-
ment had come around to
the view on Friday evening
that it would be necessary
for Mr. Pradhan to resign in
order to end the spiralling
protests, which appeared
to be spreading across the
country. With Delhi Un-
iversity set to reopen soon
and protests spreading to
tier-II cities, discretion was
considered the better part
of valour, the sources
added.

DETAILED COVERAGE
» PAGES 9 & 10



Union govt. circulates Bill to

Centre to introduce the Bill in Parliament on Monday; it proposes to introduce mandatory

two-month investigation deadlines, desi

ated Special Fast Track Courts, steep financial penalties

Maitri Porecha
NEW DELHI

n a move to streng:
then the anti-cheating

law, the Union govern=

Union Minister Dr. Jiten-
dra Singh will introduce
the Bill in the Lok Sabha on
Monday.

The proposed legisla-
tion significantly toughens
the penalties established
under the 2024 Act, intro-
duces mandatory two-
month investigation dea-
dlines, along with desig-
nated Special Fast Track
Courts, and steep financial
penalties reaching up to
%10 crore for organised
crime networks.

Maximum  imprison-
ment sentences for indivi-
dual and institutional of-
fenders have been
increased, alongside a
steep hike in financial pe-
nalties, according to the
proposed Bill.

Specialised  Enforce-
ment Units enable the Un-

Téugher rules, bigger fines

The Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means)
Amendment Bill, 2026 significantly escalates the cost of
committing or facilitating exam malpractices

= Under Section 10(1)
(General offences): Jail: 5-10

years (from 3-5 years); Fine: up
to 350 lakh (from %10 lakh)

® Under Section 10(2)
(Service provider
fines): Fine:upto 35
crore (from %1 crore)

® Under Section 10(2)
(Service provider directors/
management): Jail: 3-10 years;

All investigations —
whether conducted by lo-
cal police, Central Investi-
gating Agencies, or an STF
— must be concluded with-
in 60 days.

State governments and
Union Territory adminis-
trations will designate Ses-
sions Courts to conduct
trials on a continuous, day-
to-day basis. Trials must
wrap up within three
months of the chargesheet
being filed. High Court ap-
peals will be heard by a Di-

Fine: 35 crore (from ¥1 crore)

® Under Section 10(3)
(In-charge personnel): Jail:

5-10 years (from 3-10
years); Fine: 35 crore
(from %1 crore)

® Under Section 11(1)
(Organised crime):
Minimum jail: 7 years

(from 5 years); Fine: up to
%10 crore (from %1 crore)

vision Bench (two judges)
and must also be resolved
within a three-month
eriod.

Courts cannot grant ad-
journments beyond the fol-
lowing day without writing

explicit, exceptional
reasons.
Transfer of cases

All ongoing cases under
the 2024 Act will imme-
diately transfer to the new-
ly designated Special Fast

Track Courts and must be
completed within three
months of transfer.

States and Union Terri-
tories are mandated to ap-
point Special Public Pro-
secutors under  the
Bharatiya Nagarik Su-

raksha Sanhita (BNSS),
2023 to handle these trials
exclusively.

Recent incidents of pap-
er leaks and malpractices
have necessitated urgent
structural overhauls to sa-
feguard transparent and
merit-based selections.

“The objective of the
Act is to bring greater tran-
sparency, fairness, and
credibility, and to inspire
confidence in the public
examination system, Dr. Ji-
tendra Singh noted.

“The amendments en-
sure time-bound investiga-
tions, speedy trials, and
enhanced deterrence
against organised crime
groups and institutions,”
he said.



What changed in

éh‘s.hmms_mnmms

over Parliament

washout, larger stir

Sentiment ot Pradhan was not turning
positiveéven after announcements of
fast-track courts, harsh Bill to punish culprits

Jatin Anand, Shubhangi
Khapre & Ritika Chopra
NewDelhi, Mumbai, July 25

JUST 48 hours before Dhar-
mendra Pradhan quit, his res-
ignationwas not in the govern-
ment’s mind, top BJP and
government sources said.
But the assessment
on threespecific aspects
seem to have prompted
the action. One, the pro-
tests gained further mo-
mentum in Delhi de-
spite police action, and
spread across many cities. Two,
concernsthat a prolonged con-
frontation could wash out the
entire Monsoon Session of Par-
liament, jeopardising the politi-
cal capital spent on building
support for the contentious de-
limitation and the women's
reservation bills. Three, the

government’s actions — fast

track courts, shifting of higher
education secretary, a Bill with

harsh measures to prevent

| D

paper leaks, and sacking of 47
NTA officials — did not cut ice
with protesters.

At the beginning of the
week on Monday, a day after ac-
tivist Sonam Wangchuk
was removed from Jan-
tar Mantar and ad-
mitted to a hospital, the
assessment within the
government was that
protests would event-
ually lose steam. NEET as well

as other major entrance exam-
inations were after all over, and
the academic calendar was
largely on track.

While the government
closely monitored the agita-
tion, there was little indication

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2



Pradhan's resignation was
under consideration. Senior

Education Ministry officials
met the Prime Minister's Of-
fice and the Ministry of Home
Affairs on July 22-23 to assess
the situation, sources said.
Pradhan continued with his
official engagements, chairing
meetings with states on school
education on both days.

By Thursday evening,
however, the government's
calculations had begun to
shift. The Prime Minister has
been in direct control, signal-
ling hisintent to address every

concern of the youth, and his

personal appeals were con-
tinuously gauged to see ifthey

resonated among students, a
BJP MP said.

During this pefiod too, not
only did the crowds at Jantar
Mantar continue to swell,
smaller, protests broke out
acrossmany state capitalsand
other big cities. In Mumbai, for
instance, despite prohibitory
orders and FIRs naming
nearly 300 protesters, the
turnout at each successive
demonstration grew larger.

All measures to contain the
fallout including the harsh Bill
cleared by Cabinet on Friday
to punish those indulging in
paper leaks, did not seem to
ease the protests, sources in
the governmentsaid. The gov-
ernment first offered a dis-
cussion in Parliament, then
transferred Higher Education
Secretary Vineet Joshi, and
later announced the removal
of five NTA officials while
promising awider overhaul of
the examination body.

Noneofthesestepseasedthe
protests, and the government

concluded thatabigger political
signal was needed. “It seemed

the sentiment with regard tothe
Education Minister was not
turning positive even after the
draft of the new proposed law
was cleared by the Cabinet.
There were not many choices,”
a senior BJP source said.




Adding to thejconcerns
was Congress Jeader Rahul
Gandhi’s sit-iffjust outside the
Prime MiniSter's residence,
which,.8ources said, rein-
forced the perception within
theTtuling leadership it was
1osing control of the political
narrative. This heightened

fears the Monsoon Session
could be washed out, an out-

come the government was
keen to avoid given the Bills
lined up for passage, particu-
larly on delimitation and




women's reservation, for
which it had worked hard for

months.

The speed with which the
decision was taken, sources
said, was reflected in Prad-
han’s own schedule. As late as
Friday evening, he attended a
briefing to prepare for Parlia-
ment questions relating to his
ministry. “If he knew he was
no longer going to be the min-
ister, would he have sat
through a detailedbriefing on
answering questions?” said a
source familiar with the meet-
ing. There was “absolutely no
indication” at the time that a
resignation was imminent,
the source said.

In public, the party and the
government argued through-
out that the demand for Prad-
han’s resignation was politi-
cal. Party leaders were
apprehensive it would come
across as a moral victory for
the Opposition, especially
Rahul Gandhi.

But the mood within the
party was shifting. At least two
Cabinet ministers The Indian
Express spoke with said Prad-
han may have to forego the
education portfolio. Some

state leaders called his con-
tinuation “untenable”. “Both

the government and the BJP
could not afford to antagonise
the youth and women,” a sen-
ior party leader said.




With the Cockroach Janta
Party threatening a larger na-
tional protest if its demands
were not met, there were con-
cerns things could go out of
hand. “"Many opposition

parties, especially the Con-
gress, the Aam Aadmi Party
and the Samajwadi Party, had

sent their membets to the pro-
test on one pretext or another.

Had protestscontinued, it had
the potential of becoming
largerand more complex with
the aid of experienced politi-
cal hands. That has been
nipped now,” another senior
BJP source said.

Highly placed BJP sources
said the decision to seek Prad-
han’s resignation would help
shift the focus back to Parlia-
ment from Monday. “The cen-
tral leadership of the BJP was
keen to end the stalemate to
get Parliament working. With
important Billson women, de-

limitation and education, they
believed business in Parlia-

ment would help them recover
the loss of face and consolidate
themselves through their pas-
sage, the source said.




Rajnath: Great Nicobar

project will sateguard

Indo-Pacific interests

Nikhil Ghanekar
New Delhi, July 25

DEFENCE MINISTER Rajnath
Singh has said the Great Nico-
bar Island project is a strategic
national initiative to safeguard
India’s maritime and commer-
cial interests in the Indo-Pacific,

looks the strategic realitiesof the
region,” Singh said. He said the
projects at Great Nicobar Island
are intended to further India’s
“commercial resilience” and
“bolster national security”. “The
projecta-located in the prox-
imityofvital SLOCs(SeaLanes of
Communication) enhances our

marking his first response to
concerns raised by Congress
MP Jairam Ramesh on the
mega project.

The Rs 81,000 croxéproject,
Singh said on Julyl7, will en-
hance India’s abilitVy to sustain
presence, move assets, and
monitor ctitical sea lanes of

maritime domain awareness
and adds to our outreach — an
advantage other militarystations
further away cannot provide.”
Singh also explained that
the possibility of developing
INS Baaz asa brownfield project
was examined, but was not con-
sidered suitable as “it would

communication. Singh was re-
spondihg to a June 12 and May
16.eortrespondence by Ramesh,
in-which he had appealed to
consider expanding existing de-
fence assets on the Andaman
and Nicobar Islands, such as
INS Baaz at Campbell Bay,
among others, and argued that
the Great Nicobar Island project
initscurrent formwasa “recipe
forecological disaster™.

The government has pro-
posed an integrated township, a
trans-shipment container port,
a solar and gas-based power
plant, and a greenfield military
and civilian useairport as part of
the project. Land has also been
earmarked fordefence purposes
onthe western flank ofthe trans-
shipment port site.

Singh said Ramesh’s sugges-
tion that India’s strategic require-
ments can adequately be ad-
dressed through expansion of
existing defence facilitiesreflects
an “incomplete appreciation” of
the project and the nature of
maritime security in the Indo-
Pacific. “Therepeated character-
isation of the project as just a
costly commercial venture over-

have entailed substantial land
reclamation and disturbanceto
the tribal population, flora and
fauna”. Therefore, he said, the
decision to pursue a greenfield
project at Galathea Bay was a
considered decision based on
strategic, operational, environ-
mental, and social factors.

He sought to rebut Ramesh'’s
charge that environmental and
tribal concerns have been disre-
garded for the project, saying all
“statutory approvals” have been
granted following appraisal by
expertbodies, with stringent safe-
guards and mitigation steps.

On Saturday, Ramesh
stressed the project is “most fun-
damentally acommercial enter-
prise” forwhich strategic ration-
ale is being invented and
propagated to build a counter-
narrative. This, he said, is being
doneasevidencethatthe project
will destroy a unique ecosystem
mounted. He also rebutted the
claimsofthe greenfield airportat
Galathea Bay entailing far lesser
environmental, social and oper-
ational costs than expansion at
INS Baaz, terming it “logically
contradictory”.




Great Nicobar project ‘most

fundamentally a commercial

enterprise’xJairam Ramesh

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

In his latest letter, Con-
gress MP Jairam Ramesh
has rejected Defence Mi-
nister Rajnath Singh’s con-
tention that the Great Nico-
bar. Island Project is a
strategically vital national
initiative. He reiterated
that the scheme is “most
undamentally a commer-
cial enterprise” for which a
strategic rationale is being

Mr. Ramesh was res-
ponding to Mr. Singh’s rep-
ly of July 17, which had it-
self answered two of the
MP’s earlier letters.

Over the last two years,
Mr. Ramesh has written re-
peatedly on the project to

Lo |

Jairam Ramesh

have replied.

In the recent letter, Mr.
Ramesh argued that the
trans-shipment port at Ga-
lathea Bay lay at the pro-
ject’s heart and accounted
for about hal its budget,
making it commercial “by

definition.” The dual-pur-
pose airport, the only com-

geration.” He added that
the Draft Master Plan for
2047 envisaged cruise tou-
rism, casinos, theme parks

and a finance hub, reading
“more like an ambitious
real estate project.”

Mr. Ramesh also reiter-
ated that expanding the ex-
isting INS Baaz at Campbell
Bay would carry lower en-
vironmental and social
costs than the greenfield
airport, citing seven con-
cerns — among them the
felling of two forest-co-

vered hills, destruction of
Shompen tribal land and
impacts on international
bird flyways — that he said
remained unrefuted. He
questioned the confiden-
tiality of the National

ponent with a defence fo-

four Union Ministers — En-
vironment, Forests and Cli-
mate Change; Tribal Af-
fairs; Ports, Shipping and
Waterways; and Defence —
three of whom, he said,

cus, required just 5% of the
166 sq. km sought and
about 10% of the budget,
he said, calling claims of
the project’s overall stra-
tegic iImportance an “exag-

Green Tribunal (NGT)-ap-

pointed High-Powered
Committee report and

urged the Minister to con-
sult retired naval officers
who have questioned the

defence reasoning.




Why are mega data centre projects facing stiff resistance?

EXPLAINER

Paul Nicodemus
Snehal Mutha

This week, people in And-
hra Pradesh and Maha-
rashtra took to the streets
to oppose. the proposed
mega data centre projects
in the States.

In A.P., after the govern-
ment allotted about_601
acres of land across three
Tocations _in Visakhapat-
nam_and_Anakapalli_dis-

trict, Raiden Infotech India
Pvt. Ltd. —a Gooqle com-
any — began developing a
T AT it cenze o,
with Adani Infra/Adani-
onneX as the notifie:
veloEment partner.
n Maharashtra, resi-

dents of Thane have been
opposing Amazon’s_pro-

sed i? erscale gata
centre roject. The
W project
spread over 53.73 acres 1s

under construction across

the villages of Balkum Pada
and Majiwada in Thane.

Reasons for opposition
Citizens’ groups in Visak-
hapatnam have opposed
the Andhra project, hlgh-
lighting ¢

strain on resources such as
water and power, as well as
its environmental impact.
The project is coming up at
three locations — Adaviva-
ram-Mudasarlova, Tarluva-
da, and Rambilli.

Campaigners also cited
that the Super El Nifio-like
Mher_Lh_ pattern_has_put
strain on water resources
across the State.

In Thane, people have
cited sketchy details, dis-
crepancies in water usage
Jata, Tack of consultation
With locals_as_reasons to
rally against the project.

Residents represented
by the citizen group ‘Wa-
keup Thanekar’ has de-
manded clarity on the wa-
ter usage and a public
hearing. It has sought the

Citizen groups hold a protest against proposed data centre projects
in and around Visakhapatnam, along Beach Road on July 19. v.RAJU

establishment of baseline
noise and air quality mea-
surements, and a clarity on
the actual benefit to locals.

The opposition from ci-
tizens was not to technolo-

gy or investment but to a
roject that offered little in
%ﬁ%ﬁm&}
Tan Taangad 5 oo
paigner in Visakhapamam
He cited limi
nent employment and ]1
mited anmﬁarx industry,

even as the city provides

land and incentives.

President of Green Vi-
sakha, Raja Rama Mohan
Roy, said the project risked
the “reckless exploitation
of nature”. He said the
Kambalakonda Eco-Forest,
and the surroundings of
the Rambilli Wildlife Sanc-
tuary faced a threat, along
with the Mudasarlova re-
servoir, a source of drink-
ing water for the city.

In Thane, activists are
against “unplanned deve-

Teady suflering water shor-
t Toad shedding, and

lopment”. _“We _cannot

have the data centre in re-
areal-

age, load shel 3
otherTssnes Sodhama
Pradhan, convenor of
Wake-up Thanekar said.

The group plans to file a
petition with the National
Green Tribunal after the
government response. It
had held a meeting with
the Thane municipal com-
missioner and representa-
tives of Amazon. “We are
disappointed as they had
no answers to basic ques-
tion of what will be the
source of the water re-
quired for cooling,” Ms.
Pradhan said.

Concerns over water

A more pressing constraint
for Visakhapatnam was in-
adequate storage capacity,
a concern that engineers
had flagged internally, D.
Murali Krishna, Executive
Engineer, Water Supply, of
the Greater Visakhapat-

nam Municipal Corpora-
tion said. He said rough]y
1,000 to 2.0

mmmfm
reservoirs, and  that

around 5,000 million cub-
ic feet of storage could sus-
tain the city for nearly six
months.

Meanwhile, the Thane

Ero;ect will require 422
power and backup of
193 generators. Wakeup
Thanekar group said that
Amazon and the Thane
corporation have given
two different figures on
water usage. Wﬁlie Ama-
zon claimed 125 kilolitres a

er day usage, the cor-
poration announced that it
will provide 12 million
itres a day of e -
age water.

Jatin Kothare, a resident
in Balkum, said that the ci-
ty is already “short of 40
MLD water”.

“So how you going to
fulfil the water require-
ments of the data centre?”
he asked.



U.S)s new 10% tarifts will not
affect 45% of exports: Centre

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

= U.Ss 10% tariffs are lower than
the 12.5% it initially proposed

Tariff
matters

The new tariffs follow a
U.S. investigation into
whether trading
partners are

doing enough

A day after the U.S. an-
nounced permanent tariffs
on imports from 60-trad-
ing partners over forced la-
bour goods, the Céntre on
Saturday said-that about

= Tariffs are on 60 countries that U.S.
says have failed to stop the import of
goods made using forced labour

= Of the 60, 16 have the same rate
as India, while 38 face higher
tariffs

45% of India’s exports to
the U.S.“remains outside
the purview of the new
10% tariff.

The government also
said that it remained en-
gaged with the U.S. regard-
ing a_quota-base
regarding India’s textile ex-
ports to the U.S.

The statement by the
Ministry of Commerce and
Industry on Saturday high-
lighted that the new 10%
tariff is lower than the in-
itially proposed 12.5% on
India and some other
countries.

It said that “a substantial
share” of India’s exports to
the U.S., such as generic
pharmaceuticals, smart-

to prevent the
import

of goods
made

using

forced

\

labour

scope of the additional 10%
tariff.

Apart from these, the
Ministry said that products
already covered under Sec-
tion 232 of the U.S. Trade
Expansion Act such as
steel, aluminium, and auto
parts, are not subject to the
additional 10% duty.

Further, it pointed out

= India says 45% of
exports to the U.S. will
not face these tariffs

= India-U.S. trade deal is

still in the works that
could alter the tariff
arrangement further

in this regard. “On account
of these exemptions, an es-
timated 45% of India’s ex-
ports to the U.S. remain
outside the purview of the
additional 10% duty,” the
statement said.

It also acknowledged
that the remaining 55% of

exports will attract the ad-
ditional 10% duty, but said

phones, and certain other

specified products, cur-
rently attract zero addi-
tional duties and continue
to remain outside the

that the tariffs under Sec- that India’s “tariff inci-
tion 232, which had been dence is comparatively
levied last year and that lower than that for most
range between 25-50%, are  other economies”.

levied equally on nearly all
countries, thereby not put-
ting India at a disadvantage

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 9



‘U.S.s 10% tarifts will not
affect 45% of exports’

India says it continues working with the U.S. government
regarding textile exports. FILE PHOTO

The office of the U.S. Trade Representative (USTR)
on Thursday released the final findings of its in-
vestigation on whether the U.S’s trade partners
were doing enough to prevent the import of goods
made using forced labour. As a result of this inves-
tigation, itdecided to levy a tariff of 10% on 17 eco-
nomies;including India. While an additional five
— the European Union, Taiwan, Japan, Korea, and
Switzerland — will receive a lower effective tariff
rate, the remaining 38 countries that were investi-
gated will receive a higher tariff than India’s.
“The Government of India remained closely
engaged with the USTR throughout the investiga-
tion through detailed written submissions and in-
person consultations, including participation in
public hearings,” the Ministry statement said, ad-
ding “as a result of these sustained efforts, India
has been placed in the lower tier of additional ta-
riffs under the final measures, providing a relative
advantage to Indian exports in key sectors.”

‘Working with the U.S.”

In its report, the USTR also provided for the es-
tablishment of a “textile mechanism” in the form
of tariff-rate quotas (TRQs) for Bangladesh, Cam-

bodia, Indonesia, and Malaysia, to encourage
these countries to import U.S. cotton and textile
goods, “in order to reduce reliance on inputs from
other sources that are more likely to contain
forced labour inputs”.

India was not included in this mechanism, but
India said it continues working with the U.S. go-
vernment regarding India’s textile exports.

Highlighting that the textile specific mechan-
ism referenced in the final measures “is yet to be
established and operationalised,” the Ministry
said, “India continues to engage with the U.S. on
this matter as part of the ongoing negotiations for
the India-U.S. Bilateral Trade Agreement (BTA).”

The government “remains committed” to
working with the U.S. towards the early conclu-
sion of the India-U.S. BTA, the Ministry said.




Houthis fire missiles and drones at

Saudi Arabia in response to strikes

Houthis said they targeted facilities in the Red Sea Saudi cities of Yanbu and Jizan that belong to Aramco, the world's largest
oil company; there were no strikes overnight in Iran, in an apparent break from nearly two weeks of consecutive US. attacks

Associated Press

CAIRO

emen’s Iran-backed
YHouthi rebels said
on Saturday they
fired missiles and drones at
onse to
Saudi airstrikes on the stra-
tegic Red Sea city of Hodei-
da, 1n_another escalation
over vital shipping routes
in West Asia while the US.
and Iran vie for control of
the Strait of Hormuz.

Brig. Gen. Yahya Saree,
the Houthis’ military spo-
kesman, said in a prere-
corded statement that the
attack targeted facilities in
the Red Sea cities of Yanbu

and Jizan that belong to
Aramco, the world’s lar-

Escalating tensions: Clouds of smoke rise after strikes on the
Saudi Aramco refinery in Jizan on Saturday. AFP

est oil company. Saudi
%raBla's civil Sefence said
alerts sounded multiple
times early Saturday in
both cities, but the King-
dom hasn’t commented

further. There were no re-
ported strikes overnight in
Iran, in an apparent break
from nearly two weeks of
consecutive nights of U.S.
attacks, though tension re-

mains high following a re-
cent escalation between
the two countries over the
Strait of Hormuz.

The rising tension in the
Red Sea threatens to furth-
er choke global shipping
because the rebels have
said they would close the
Bab el-Mandeb Strait to
Saudi-linked shipping.

The Houthis targeted

two S

two Saudi oil tankers in the
Red Sea this week. In res-

ponse, Saudi Arabia struck
the Yemeni port city of Ho-
deida, the Saudi-led coali-
tion in Yemen said early Sa-
turday.

The Saudi-led coalition

fighting in_Yemen said it

didn’t_hit the port_but
struck “legitimate military

vince, which “were linked
to threats to commercial
vessels in the Red Sea”.

Iran’s Foreign Minister,
Abbas Araghchi, called for
“diplomacy and dialogue”
to solve the Yemen conflict
without “military confron-
tations” in an interview pu-
blished Saturday in the
state-run Iran newspaper.

“Iran had a peaceful
night,” Hossein Kerman-
pour, a spokesperson for
Iran’s Health Ministry,
posted Saturday on X.

U.S. Central Command
didn’t immediately res-
pond to a request for com-
ment. However, unlike the
previous 13 nights, it didn’t
announce new strikes.



what 1S the daudi-U.). nuclear deal about?

What does the agreement say? Why does Saudi Arabia want a nuclear programme? Why has

President Trump linked the deal to the Abraham Accords? How does the agreement impact Iran’s

nuclear programme?

Stanly Johny

The story so far:
n July 22, U.S. Energy Secretary Chris
Wright and Saudi Energy Minister
Prince Abdulaziz bin Salman signed a
civil nuclear cooperation agreement
and a bilateral nuclear saleguards agreement. As
per the U.S. Department of Energy, the deal will
lay the foundation for a 30-vear multi-billion

nuclear partnership between the U.S. and the
Persian Gulf kingdom, U.S. companies will help
Riyadh build its own nuclear sector.

However, on July 23, U.S. President Donald
Trump said the deal was contingent upon Saudi
Arabia ']oininE the Abraham Accords (meaning,
establishin; iplomatic relations with Israel).

ite House later said the “deal is off” if the
Saudis do not join the accords.

What doesthe deal say?
The deal enables the transfer of civil nuclear

materials, technoTogy; and equipment Trom the
U.S. to Saudi Arabia. U.S. nuclear companies will

get greferrea treatment when Saudj Arabia
starts building its nuclear infrastructure.

The bilateral safeguards agreement will apply
additional verification measures to
proliferation-sensitive areas such as enrichment,
conversion, fuel fabrication, and reprocessing.

In 2009, when the U.S. and the UAE
announcea a civil nuclear cooperation
agreement, Abu Dhabi agreed not to enrich
uranium or rej ing
its Barakah plant. Non-proliferation experts held
this deal up as the ‘gold standard’ for countries

wanting nuclear power. However, the U.S.-Saudi

agreement doesn’t have any sucE requirement,
according to reports in the American media (the
full text of the deal is vet to be made public).
Initially, nuclear fuel will be imported to Saudi

Arabia, but the deal proposes a joint two-year
study examining the value and commercial

If the US.
helps Saudi
Arabia build
its own
nuclear
facilities and
allows the
country to
enrich fuel
on its soil,
Iran’s
position on
its enrichment
is likely to
get hardened

File photo of U.S. President Donald Trump and Crown Prince of Saudi Arabia
Mohammed bin Salman, in Washington. AFp

| viability of enrichment for the kingdom. If the

| study concludes that local enrichment is
warranted, U.S. companies will build and
operate a uranium enrichment facility in the
kingdom under an arrangement that will
prevent transfer of sensitive enrichment
technology to the Saudis.

The agreement also doesn’t require Saudi

Arabia to adopt t| gy

Arabia to adopt the International Atomic Ener
Agency’s Additional Protocol, which allows
inspectors to conduct short-notice inspections
to verify the peaceful use of nuclear material.
Why does Saudi Arabia want a nuclear
programme?
A decade ago, Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman (MBS) had said the
kingdom had to end its addiction to oil MBS has
promoted a vision document t
economy and reduce its reliance on oil and gas.
Vision 2030 involves promoting tourism,
building mega projects, aeveioging atop-class
financial sector, and constructing power-hungry

Artificial Intelligence data centres.
Right now, Saudi Arabia is highly reliant on

burning oil and gas to produce electricity. Saudi
officials have long argued that the kingdom,
enrich nucl er
to meet the country’s growi elp
its economic diversification plans. The war on
Tran by the U.S. and Israel and the closure of the
Strait of Hormuz, which made it challenging for
Saudi Arabia to export its oil products, have
further reinforced the belief in Riyadh that it
should reduce its reliance on oil.

MBS has been pushing for a civilian nuclear

deal with the U.S. for years. He has also said that
Iran ia,

MMW a
omb. As the war between the U.S. and Iran is

now dragging on, with hopes for a negotiated
settlement of Iran’s nuclear programme
remaining remote, the Saudis could be facing
pressure to fast-track their plans for setting up
their own nuclear programme.

On the other side, the U.S. nuclear industry is
poised to gain from the agreement. Mr, Trump
would also want to reassure the Saudis about a
partnership with the U.S. through the agreement

at a time when the kingdom is being hit by
Iranian and Houthi missiles and drones.

Will a Saudi-U.S. deal have any impact on
Iran’s nuclear programme?

Compared to any country in the Persian Gulf,
Iran has an advanced and sophisticated nuclear
programme. The country has built advanced
centrifuges and developed the technology to

enrich uranium to near weapons-grade purity.
One of the reasons for the Iran war is the

country’s nuclear programme, which Iran says is
for peaceful purposes. How d
Israel have accused Tehran of havin
weapons programme.

Before the war, the U.S., while in talks with
Iran, had made two major demands for a
settlement:

Iran should export or dispose of its
‘wummﬂﬂﬂd\mg

nuclear fuel.

says it has no plans to make abomb, but as a
signatory of the Nud.eamnn_lzmh&:am- i ion
Treaty, it, i

nt
ca%abllmes Iran has a!§g opposed taking its
highly enriched uranium out of the country.

As the U.S. and Iran continue to exchange fire,
with the war spreading across the region, there
are no talks between the two sides about the
nuclear issue. If the U.S. helps Saudi Arabia build
its own nuclear facilities and allows the country
to enrich fuel on its soil, Iran’s position on its
enrichment is likely to get hardened.

Is the deal linked to the Abraham Accords?
When the U.S. Energy Department announced
M%M_.Jmmmtmam didnot menti
Accords, under which the UAE. Bahrain.and
Morocco normalised relations with Israel in

through mediation by the first Trump
administration. Since then, both Mr. Trump and
his predecessor, President Joe Biden, have

ought to expand the accords by facilitating talks
Dbetween Rivadh and Tel Aviv. In 2023, under the

Biden administration, Saudi Arabia and Israel

came close to esta tic

ties. In the same month, the U.S. announced the
Y P idor,

India-Middle EastEurope Economic Corrido
linkin; India's wester, SLto s pe
expected to pl. s.in thi idor.

But later, Hamas attacked Israel on October 7,
2023, and in retaliation, Israel unleashed a
genocidal war against Palestinians in Gaza. Since
then, Saudi Arabia’s position on normalising ties
with Israel has changed. The kingdom now says
that it will not establish formal diplomatic ties
with Israel unless there is a credible pathway
towards an “independent, sovereign Palestinian
state based on the 1967 borders and East
Jerusalem as its capital”.

The prospects for a Palestine state tod

at
re

and more Palestinian territory in the West Bank,
more Eﬁan Ea!! o! Gaza remaini’ﬁz HEHEE i;ﬁei‘s
irect military control, and East erusalem

Mr. Trump has said the nuclear deal is
contingent on Saudi Arabia joining the Abraham
Accords. The kingdom has not responded to Mr.
Trump’s demand, which was not mentioned
when the deal was announced. It is unclear
whether Mr. Trump added the Abraham
Accords after the deal was signed or whether the
kingdom had reached some understanding with
Washington that it would move towards
normalising ties with Israel. Either way, the
Palestine issue and the Iran crisis will continue
to cast a long shadow over U.S.-Saudi relations.



Guterres pledges

help to reconstruct

CA
8

Syrian President Ahmad al-Sharaa with UN Secretary General
Antonio Guterres in Damascuson Saturday. A

Meets President
Sharaa,expected to
addréss country’s
Parliament today

TalaRamadan
& Kinda Makieh

Damascus, July 25

support for reconstruction and
a government plan to close dis-
placement camps.

Sharaa, the former head ofal
Qaeda’s affiliate in Syria, was
until November 2025 under ter-
rorism-related sanctions im-
posed by the UN Security Coun-
cil. Guterres’ visit is another
milestone for Syriasince rebels
ousted President Bashar al-

Assad in late 2024, ending the

UN SECRETARY-GENERAL
Antonio Guterres pledged help
for Syrian reconstruction on
Saturday during the first visitto
Damascus by a serving United
Nations chief since 2009, be-
fore the start of a civil war that
Killed hundreds of thousands
and displaced millions. Syrian
President Ahmed al-Sharaare-
ceived Guterres at the presiden-
tial palace in Damascus, state
news agency SANA said, with-
out providing further details.

“No country emerges from
a very severe conflict and re-
builds itself on its own,” Gu-
terres said after the talks with
Sharaa at a joint press confer-
ence with Foreign Minister
Asaad al-Shaibani.

“We must help Syria in its
determination and resolve to
doso,” Guterres added.

Shaibani reiterated Syria’s re-
quest for more support from the
international community, es-
pecially the European Union. He
said Guterres’ talks with Sharaa
—which Shaibanialso attended

— had fanmicad nn incroacinaT TN

war that began in 2011 and

launching a transitional period
steered by an Islamist-led
leadership.

At the time, Guterres de-
scribed “the end of the Syrian
dictatorship” under Assad as a
sign of hope for the region.

In a post on X on Saturday
forwhat he described asa “visit
of solidarity”, Guterres said:
“The United Nations stands
with Syria at this pivotal mo-
ment.” Guterres is expected to
address the country’s parlia-
ment on Monday, UN spokes-
person Stephane Dujarric said
earlier this week.

He will underline that the
country has an opportunity
“not only to recover from con-
flict, but also to lay the founda-
tions for a future for Syria that
will be more stable, more in-
clusive, and more prosperous
for all Syrians,” Dujarric said.

Guterres is visiting just
weeks after two bombs ex-
ploded near a hotel in Damas-
cus where French President

Emmanuel Macron spent the
nicht REIITER]




Bill in US. Senate seeks three-year

pause onH-1B visas, codify $100K fee

Press Trust of India
WASHINGTON

A U.S. senator has intro-
duced a Bill in the Senate
that _seeks. to pause is-

suance of new H-1B visas
for_three years and codify
the‘ $100,000 fee imposed
bx the Trump administra-

tion, which was struck

down by a federal court.
U.S. Senator Tim Shee-

hy, a Republican from

Montana, said the U.S.

should not be issuing visas
that make it easier to un-
dercut the rights of Ameri-
can workers,

The H-1B visa is a non-

immigrant visa that allows
U.S. companies to employ
highly skilled foreign work-
ers in speciality occupa-
tions that require theoreti-

Donald Trump had issued a proclamation in September last year
imposing a $100,000 fee for obtaining new H-1B visas. REUTERS

cal or technical expertise.
American technology com-
panies depend on it to hire
tens of thousands of em-
ployees each year from
countries like India and
China.

“The H-IB programme
was created to address

workforce shortages for
sgema]isedl difficult-to-fill
positions — not to displace
Wﬂming

ericans with cheaper,
foreign labour,” Mr. Sheehy
said in a statement on

Thursday.
“My legislation, the End

H-1B Abuse Act, restores
the programme to its origi-
nal intent and puts Ameri-
can workers first by closing
loopholes that incentivise
abuse, strengthening guar-
drails and prioritising our
national security inter-
ests,” he said.

The three-judge Bench
at the Boston-based First
Circuit Court of Appeals on
Friday emed the fedg[al
government”
stay U.S. District Judge Leo
T. Sorokin’s June 8 ruling
that struck down the fee,
terming it an unlawful tax
not authorised by
Congress

I. Trump had issued a

proclamation in_Septem

ber last year impgﬁing a
$100,000 fee for obtaining

new H-1B visas.




© THE INCIDENT, WHICH EVOKED SCIENCE FICTION SCENARIOS ABOUT HUMANS LOSING CONTROL OF DANGEROUS Al SYSTEMS, COMES AT A DELICATE TIME FOR OPENAI — WHICH IS GEARING UP FOR IPO

Its Al agent'spent days hacking a company, ‘but OpenAl did not notice for aweek’

Reuters
Washington/San Francisco,
July25

THEOPENAIagéfitthatbroke
into tech fipm Hugging Face
went on a days-dong hacking
spree sthat OpenAl didn’t
notice untiliwell after the
threat was contained and the
FBI was alerted, according
to people familiar with the
investigation.

The agent — a program
capable of making decisions
and executing complex tasks
with little or no human over-
sight — attempted to break
out of its isolated testing en-
vironmentatOpenAlaround
July9,accordingtotwo of the
people. The intrusionat Hug-
ging Face, which operates as
arepository for Al tools and

models, began two days later
onduly11and lasted until July
13, said Thomas Wolf, Hugging
Face’sco-founder.

It took several more days
for OpenAl o realise itsagent
was behind the hack, and the
two companies only com-
municated aboutit for the first
timeonoraround July 20, ac-
cording to Wolf and three of
the people familiar with the
investigation.

OpenAl’s public disclo-
sure,onJuly21, thatone of its
agentshad slipped out of con-
troland carried out the break-
inatHuggingFace drew global
attention. But many details of
the hack, including how long
the agent went rogue and
OpenAl’s belated knowledge
of it, are being reported here
forthe first time.

HuggingFaceis preparing
apublic timeline of the hack,
Wolf said, adding that he
could not speak to what
happened at OpenAl

In a statement, OpenAl
said the hack was unpreced-
ented and “marks an impor-
tant moment for Al safety.”

Itadded thatitwas review-
ing the incident with outside
advisersand would eventually
publish a technical report.

Aspokeswoman said there
were “several inaccuracies” in
Reuters’ reporting but didn’t
respond when asked to de-
scribe them. The FBI declined
to comment about the inci-
dent. The incident, which
evoked science fiction scen-
arios about humans losing

for OpenAl, the company be-
hind ChatGPT. Its executives

control of Alsys- areps ingfora
tems,comesat ime itial publ ing that could

*OFROUGEAGENTS

AGENT IS a program capable of
making decisions and executing
complex tasks with lttle or

no human oversight

OPENAISAID the hack by the
agent was unprecedented and
“marks animportant moment
for Al safety”

ITTOOK several days for OpenAl
torealise its agent was behind the
intrusion at Hugging Face, which
operates asarepository for Al
tools and models
————

come as soon as this year to
help finance the billions
needed to fund its growth in
yearsto come.

OpenAr’s loss of control
over its Al agent raises new
questions about the com-
pany’s safety procedures,
three cybersecurity experts
said. “Does that mean that
they left it unattended and
didn’t realize what it was
doing?Ormaybe theydid and
didn’tknow howtocontainit?

unreleased model OpenAl has
described as “even more ca-
pable.” By that point, there
were already indications of

strange behaviour from
OpenAT’stechnology, accord-
ing to three sources.

Inone case, an agent left
notes apparently for future
versions of itself, according to

began escapingon July 9and
attacked Hugging Face on
July 11. Two people familiar
withthe mattersaid thatit was
notuntilafter Thursday, July
16, when Hugging Face pub-
lished ablog post, saying ithad
been hacked by “an auton-
omous Alagentsystem,” that
OpenAlrealised its own agent

Both are equally
and alarming,” asked Marley
Smith, the principal intelli-
gence specialist at the non-
profit World Ethical Data
Foundation.

SIGNS OF TROUBLE?
The episode started while
OpenAl was testing the
cybersecurity prowess of an
agent powered by two of
OpenAl's most advanced
models, GPT-5.6 Sol and an

three iththe
matter. The notes, found ina
part of OpenAl’s infrastruc-
ture, laid out instructions for
how agents could free them-
selves from OpenAl'sinternal
constraints, the people said.
Earlier tests of the models
yielded cases in which moni-
toring systems had been dis-
connected, one of the people
said. Reuterscould not estab-

was That meant
at least a week elapsed be-
tween when the model first
exhibited signs of troubling
behavior and OpenAT’s real-
isation thatitwas responsible
forthe hack.

The weekend of July 18 to
19, OpenAl staffers spotted
cluesininternallogs showing
that its agent had escaped
from its testing constraints,

lish if these i were  twooftl ith
linked toth that  theprobesaid




SHE

HAS WON _FTHE. LiNDNLE ToO .

Anahat first Indian to reach

World junior final since 2005

The top-seeded 18-year-old defeats Egypt’s Sameh in four games to book a spot in the
title decider; she will faee'Salem in the summit clash hoping to script history

SQUASH

Press Trust of India
ONTARIO

nahat Singh be-
Acame the first In-
dian to reach the

World junior squash cham-
pionship final since Joshna
Chinappa achieved the feat
bacKk n 2005,

On Friday, the top-seed-
ed 18-year-old defeated
Egypt’s Barb Sameh 11-3, 8-
11, 11-4, 11-6 in the last-four
clash. “I feel really happy. I
played against Barb at the
British Junior Open a few
months ago and it was a
close match like this one,
so I knew I woud have to
play really well,” said Ana-
hat, who will cross swords
with Egyptian second seed
Rugayya Salem in the title
decider.

“I did not play my best
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yesterday (Thursday) and I
knew that I had to come
out today and show what I
am capable of,” she said.

“I have played in four
World Juniors and lost in
the quarters and semis, so
reaching the final has
made my parents and
coaches happy. The tour-
nament is not done yet”.

Combative: Anahat suffered a blip in the second game but came
back strong to move one step closer to glory. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT



