PM reaches out to students;

Sonam Wangchuk ends fast

Activist ends his hunger strike in the presence of two Ministers; Modi, in a late-night social media

post, says Cabinet will discuss paper leak issue today; Centre transfers Higher Education Secretary

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

ctivist Sonam.
A Wangchuk,  who
was on a hunger

strike demanding the resig-
nation of Union'Education
Minister Dharmendra

Pradhan over the NEET ir-
regularities, ended his fast
late on Thursday night.

Mr. Wangcht:lk broke his

bs

fast in the presence of two
Union Ministers, said Cher-
ring Dorjay Lakruk, co-
convener, Leh Apex Body.
He broke the fast on cer-
tain conditions with the go-
vernment giving written

assurance  that cases
against students will be ta-
ken back, if they are not
violent, said Mr. Dorjay.

The government also said
that it would consider com-
pensation for families of
suicide victims, he said.
The developments
came shortly after the
Centre shifted Higher Edu-
cation Secretary Vineet
Joshi to the Ministry of Pan-
chayati Raj. Meanwhile, go-
vernment sources told The

NEW DELHI

The Opposition on Thursday
refused the government’s offer
of a debate in Parliament on
the NEET paper leaks and other
irregularities, saying that any
discussion must be preceded
by the resignation of Union
Education Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan. » PAGE 13

Hindu that CJP leaders may
meet Union Ministers J.P.
Nadda and Jitendra Singh
on Friday. A response from
the CJP on the meeting was
awaited.
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» PAGE 12

MORE REPORTS ON
» PAGES 2,12 & 13

Delhi Police, Centre silent on
use of force on protesters

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Three days since videos of
police personnel allegedly
using disproportionate
force against unarmed men
and women during the July
20 march to Parliament
emerged on social media,
Delhi Police and the Minis-
try of Home Affairs are yet
to clarify their position.
Though Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on
Thursday that “a series of
steps for safeguarding the
interests of students” are
being taken, there was no
assurance from the Centre
on probing the “police ex-
cesses”. The Delhi High
Court has sought respons-
es from the Centre and Del-
hi Police on PIL pleas alleg-
ing excessive use of force.
The court also instruct-
ed authorities to preserve
all material connected to
the police action, including
CCTV footage and video re-
cordings. Over 100 police
and Rapid Action Force
(RAF) personnel also sus-

There has been no
assurance from the
Union government
so far on probing
the ‘police excesses’
against protesters

tained injuries on July 20.
The Hindu had reported

One of them, Sahil Lo-

Additional Deputy Com-
missioner of Police San-
deep Lamba, who was
seen in a video allegedly
slapping a woman on July
20, was removed from

protest-related duties
around Jantar Mantar on
Wednesday and sent to
north-east Delhi, his origi-
nal place of posting.
Another video showed a
police officer allegedly

molesting a woman with a
wooden stick.

Eenesh, a 26-year-old
resident of Chhattisgarh
who was among the first
protesters to be injured in
police action near Jantar
Mantar during the march,

front when a huge push
came from behind. Several
people fell to the ground,
toppling the barricades.
That is when the police
started hitting us with ba-
tons. I saw 200 people be-
ing injured with lathis.”

Mr. Eenesh continues to
stay at the protest site with
bandages on his wrist and
knee. He refuted the police
claim that protesters threw
bricks at them. “You look
around Jantar Mantar,
there are no places where
people can find loose rocks
to throw at the police.
There was no space even to
move,” he told The Hindu.



Harikishan Sharma,
Jatin Anand & Damini Nath
New Delhi, July 23

HOURS AFTER he anfiounced
TAst-tTack_COUTTsALo_punish
T R T,
Prime MinisterNaréndra Modi
posted a video onsocial media

Thursday Night, sayinga tougn
id

3 i
TETad receved 1ts drart and it
would be discussed at a meet-
ing of the Cabinet Friday.

In the video, Modi said,
“Friends, I am well aware that
the issue of paper leaks is nota
small matter. It causes im-
mense distress to lakhs of stu-
dentsand their parents. Conse-
quently, numerous measures
have been taken over the past
two-and-a-half months follow-
ingthese incidents, and the cul-
prits have been apprehended
and are currently injail.”

“Our primary responsibility
was to ensure that the students

1d not Jose an academic year;
€ examinations

prompuy B -
&rmment mobilsed all 1ts re-
sources to arrange for the
exams of 22 lakh studentsto be
held in the shortest possible
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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‘PM’s decision shows
Govtvery sensitiveto
issuesoftheyouth’
ARJUNRAMMEGHWAL
LAW & JUSTICE MINISTER
PAGE6

‘NOTHING MORE IMPORTANT THAN WELFARE AND FUTURE'OF OUR YOUTH’

PM steps in: Fastztrack courts to punish
exam leak

| Draft Bill ready, will take it to Cabinet
today... paper leaks have causedimmense
distress to students, theirparents: Modi

Activist Sonam Wangchuk with Union Ministers J P Nadda and Jitendra Singh at Medanta Hospital in
Gurgaon, Thursday, as he ended his hunger strike after 26 days. @wanccHukes/x

Wangchuk ends 26-day fast, cites

Business as Usual
By EP UNNY

Home Minkstry hass never
ever been Ltched by
50 B homes.

‘long negotiation, possible violence’

Jatin Anand
New Delhi, July 23

ACTIVIST SONAM Wangchuk,
whose indefinite hunger strike
in support of the Cockroach
Janta Party demands had
strengthened the student pro-
testatJantar Mantar, ended his
fast late Thursday night at the
Medanta Hospital in Gurgaon.

Wangchuk, in a post on X,
said, “Just now in the presence
of Union Ministers JP Nadda &
Dr.JitendraSingh and thesen-

ior leaders of Apex Body of Leh
Ladakh, I finally broke my fast
after 26 days. Earlier, 65
Members of Parliament from
different political parties had
visited or signed letters urging
me to break the fast. This was
doneafteralongnegotiationon
various conditions and in view
of possible violence in the
country. I will explain the con-
ditions in detail in a separate
video very soon. Meanwhile,
urge you all tostay very vigilant
about not allowing violence of

any kind anywhere.”

Earlierin theday, in another
post, he urged protesters to re-
main peaceful, saying he was
pained by reports that “anti-so-
cial elements” were trying to
provoke violence.

“Peace and only peace ismy
way. While at Jantar Mantar the
protests remain peaceful, I'm
pained to learn that elsewhere
some antisocial elements are
taking advantage of the peace-
ful protests to provoke viol-
ence,” hesaid.

What thismove
will address:

Endless trials

of leak cases,

gapsinlaw

Express News Service
New Delhi, July 23

THE FAST-track courts, an-
nounced by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi Thursday, to
addressthe issue of exam paper
leaks, havetheirtask cutout.In
asystem where accountability
forexam leaks has been dismal

with most cases stuck in legal

quicksand.

An investigation by The

Indian Express, published on

June 5, found

that of 45 major

exam leaks be-

° tween 2002 and

2025, eachinvol-

ving at least one

lakh candidates or applicants,

onlytwoled toconvictions. The

biggest challenge, this news-

paper found, is poor quality of

investigation and the relatively

lenient treatment of paper

leaks as ordinary offences with
no stringent bail conditions.

On multiple occasions, the

courts rejected “closure re-

ports” filed by probe agencies

mainly citing lack of evidence,

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2



What this move will

address: Endless

trials ofleak cases,

gapsinlaw

or reprimanded them for lapses
in investigation.

In the 2016 Karnataka PUC
Chemistry paper leak, for
example, the Bengaluru
Sessions Court acquitted 19 ac-
cused, includingsenior officials
and the alleged kingpin booked
under the stringent Karnataka
Control of Organised Crime Act
(KCOCA), in May 2024, citihg
serious investigative shoptcom-

ings.
In another case‘ffom that

year — the UP Public Service
Commission@€xamination for
the posts of Review Officer and
AssistantReview Officer — a
S 1dicial Magistrate re-
jectéd the closure report filed
by the UP Police's CB-CID in
2018 and ordered a reinvestiga-
tion in 2020.

There have been instances
where cases were closed in
haste, too.

In the UGC NET case of

2024, forexample, a Delhi court
in May 2026 criticised the CBI

for ﬁling a closure report de-

spite possessing. in the court's
assessment, evidence of aleak.

e s
According to investigators
and officials, paper leaks are
often treated under the law as
ordinary offences. “Most cases
were registered under IPC Sec-
tions such as 420 (cheating),
467 and 468 (forgery), and 120-
B (criminal conspiracy)--all or-
dinary offences that carry no
stringent bail conditions. Some
states have brought in the En-
forcement Directorate to in-

voke the money laundering

tody,” a senior official
associated with aCentral inves-

tigation told this newspaper.

One area where fast-track
courts can potentially make a
differenceisinacceleratingthe
process. For, as The Indian Ex-
press investigation found, in
sevefaltases, trials proceeded
slowly when charges are
framed. An illustrative
example is the 2006 Railway
Group-D case, which has seen
142 hearings between 2012 and
2026 and is still at the “witness
stage”.

Outside the court, too, there
are three key gaps that need to
be plugged.

®Rot within: The institu-
tions meant to prevent leaks
were sometimes enabling
them. For instance, the Rajas-
than High Court found that Ra-
jasthan Public Service Com-
mission members themselves
—I... TESTPIISTIE
Inspector exam leak.

®Evolving rackets: Leak
rackets have transformed
rapidly, leaving the investi-

v-
eral steps behind. Criminal net-
works have moved from fax
transmissions to Bluetooth de-
vices, remote-access software
and compromised printing and
logistics firms.

eWeak links in chain:
Poor security at the printing

and transport stage of exam
papers are hard to trace and

prosecute. Two examples: The
2023 Bihar Police Constable
leak, where a printing firm di-
verted papers to an unauth-
orised private warehouse; the
2024 UP Police Constable leak,
where the sealed trunks con-

NS S DADCIS WISl
pered with while keeping the

official seals intact.
|



Over two decades:on. two CBI cases in

2003 CAT leak:still pending in courts

Devesh K. Pandey

NEW DELHI

More than two decades af-
ter the 2003 Common Ad-
mission Test (CAT). paper
leak, two Central Buréau of

It was on November 22,
2003, that the Delhi Police
Crime Branch received a
tip-off about the CAT paper
leak and its sale, a day
ahead of the examination.
A police officer contacted

one intermediary, who

agreed to sell the paper.
Further investigation

led them to an examina-

The Patna case is at
the trial stage, while
proceedings in the
Delhi case are yet to
reach that point

tion candidate and they
found that those willing to
buy the solved question
paper were being taken to
a Mahipalpur hotel in
South-West Delhi. The pol-
ice were pursuing various
leads when they disco-
vered that the CBI had raid-
ed the place.

Based on its findings,
the police arrested several
accused persons. They al-
leged that Kumar Suman
Singh alias Ranjit, already
arrested by the CBI, was
the mastermind behind
the leak.

The 2003 CAT paper
leak led to the cancellation
of the examination. This
was the case which
brought Ranjit, who be-

longs to Bihar’s Nalanda
district, into national fo-
cus. As alleged by the
probe agency, he had

brought his associates to
Delhi  for
candidates.

arranging

During a surprise check
at the hotel, the CBI alleg-
edly found Arun Kumar
Sinha, Ranjit and his other
aides in two rooms. Diffe-
rent sections of the ques-
tion paper were seized al-
legedly from Ranjit’s
possession. The agency al-
so recorded statements of
candidates, alleging that 32
lakh to ¥4 lakh were de-

manded from them.

The CAT 2003 paper
had been printed at the
IBPS press in Mumbai. The
CBI alleged that Arun and
Hari Shankar had visited
Mumbai on October 27,
2003, and met accused
Sanjeev Kumar, then a dai-
ly-wage worker at the
press, who handed over
the question paper to
Arun. A sum of 8 lakh
was allegedly paid to San-
jeev’s father Yogendra Pra-
sad and %3.25 lakh to him
in Mumbai.

Arun then took the help
of Mohammed Shahin for
solving the question paper,
as per the CBI, which char-
gesheeted Ranjit and sever-
al others. In this case, “ar-
gument on charge” started
in July 2019 before a Delhi
court and the further ne-
cessary proceedings are
under way.

The next date of hearing
is on July 28.



Centre shifts higher education secy,

[ &

education ministry gets 2 new secys

Harikishan Sharma batch Karnataka-cadre IAS of-
New Delhi, July23 ficer, is posted as Additional
AN Secretary in the Ministry of

IN A major bureaucratic re- While Naresh Pal Gangwar Rural Development.
shuffle, theCentreonThursday has been appointed as the
Higher Education Secretary, T
K Anil Kumar hasbeen brought
in as Secretary, Department of
School Education and Literacy.
Gangwar, a 1994-batch Rajas- He has also served as the Di-
The Ministry of Education  than-cadre IAS officer, is cur- ml

— rently the Animal Husbandry  Lestine Acency (NTAL and
Secretary. Anil Kumar, a 1995- »CONTINUED ON PAGE 2




Higher educationsecy
shifted, education
ministry gets2secys

chairman of the Central Bo

(CBSE).

According to theporder is-
sued by the Department of Per-
sonnel and Traifiing (DoPT),
Joshi will su¢eeed current Pan-
chayati Raj Secretary Vivek
Bhardwaj, who issuperannuat-
ing atthe end of the month.

In other changes, the Ap-
pointments Committee of the
Cabinet, which is headed by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and has Home Minister Amit
Shah as the other member, has
appointed D Thara, a 1995-
batch Gujarat-cadre IAS officer,
as the Secretary of the newly
created Department of Capital
Development in the Ministry of
Housing & Urban Affairs.

Satyendra Singh, a 1995-
batch IAS officer of Jharkhand
cadre, has been appointed as
Secretary, Department of
Urban Development. He is cur-
rentlv posted as the Additional

Secretary, Cabinet Secretariat.

Urban Development Secre-
tary Katikithala Srinivas, a
1989-batch IAS officer of Guja-
rat cadre, has been shifted as
Secretary, Ministry of Develop-
ment of North Eastern Region.

ChandraBhushan Kumar, a
1995-batch IAS officer of
AGMUT cadre, has been ap-
pointed asthe new Labour Sec-
retary, succeeding Vandana
Gurnani, who is superannuat-
ingon July 31.

Mines Secretary Piyush
Goyal has been given new
charge as the Secretary, Na-
tional Human Rights Commis-
sion. Keshav Chandra, a 1995-
batch IAS officer of AGMUT
cadre, has been appointed as
the new Mines Secretary.

Sushil Kumar Lohani, a
1995-batch IAS officer of
Odisha cadre, has been ap-
pointed as the new Secretary,
Department of Animal Hus-
bandrv and Dairving.



Protests over paper leak intensify in States

Student outfits, civil society groups. and political parties hit'th€$treets demanding resignation of Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan;

rotest marches turn confrontational in several distriets of Kerala; police stop protesters in A.P; security personnel resort to baton-charge in Bihar
test marches turn confrontational in | distriets of Keral lice st testers in A.P. \ nnel t to baton-charge in Bih:

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

hat began as a
w protest at Jan-
tar Mantar

against the paper leak in
the National Eligibility cum
Entrance Test (NEET) over
a month ago snowballed
into a nationwide agitation
on Thursday, with student
outfits, civil society groups
and political parties hitting
the streets and demanding
the resignation. of Union
Education Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan, while
criticising the pelice crack-
down on protesters in
Delhi.

In Chennai, the protests
sought the scrapping of
NEET. Amid the ongoing
agitation by the Cockroach
Janta Party-Tamil Nadu
and the All India Student
Federation (AISF) at the
Communist Party of India
office, a demonstration
was also organised by the
Neelam Student Move-
ment. The Democratic
Youth Federation of India,
the Student Federation of
India (SFI), and over 500
students of New College at
Royapettah in the heart of
the city joined the cause.

Across Kerala, the SFI
took out protest marches
that turned confrontation-
alin several districts as pol-
ice used water cannon and
tear gas to disperse the
crowds. Marches were

Students staging a protest in Bhopal on Thursday demanding the resignation of Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan and, right, police

use water cannons to disperse activists of Students Federation of India protesting in Thiruvananthapuram. AM. FARUQUI; NIRMAL HARINDRAN

held in Kochi, Pathanam-
thitta, Alappuzha, Thris-
sur, Palakkad and Kannur,
while protesters clashed
with police in Kasaragod
and faced water cannon in
Palakkad and Kannur.

“Chalo Lok Bhavan’

The “Chalo Lok Bhavan”
protest organised by stu-
dent and youth organisa-
tions in Andhra Pradesh
turned tense after the pol-
ice stopped them midway.
They said Friday’s pro-
posed educational institu-
tions” bandh would be in-
tensified and the agitation
would continue in phases
until the Education Minis-
ter resigned.

In Uttar Pradesh’s Luck-
now, Bhim Army activists
tried to march towards the
Governor’s residence,

clashed with the police
when stopped, and were
detained. The Sanyukt
Chhatra Manch organised
a march in Prayagraj, lead-
ing to a brief face-off with
the police. Protests were
also held in Ghazipur, Va-
ranasi,  Ballia, and

The Aam Aadmi Party’s
Chandigarh unit extended
support to activist Sonam
Wangchuk and demanded
Mr. Pradhan’s resignation.
Party workers and social
activists in Mandi, Hima-
chal Pradesh, criticised the
police action in Delhi.

Besides, the student agi-
tation in Madhya Pradesh’s
Indore gathered momen-
tum as more students,
teachers and parents
joined in solidarity with
the Delhi protests, leading

to a heavy police deploy-
ment. Student groups ex-
pressed their grievances in
Bhopal. Hundreds of work-
ing professionals, organisa-
tions such as the Dalit
Sangharsha Samithi and
the All India Students’ As-
sociation (AISA), gathered
in Karnataka’s Bengaluru
to voice their anguish.

The Delhi protests also
resonated in the northeast-
ern States. In Assam, stu-
dents’ organisations, in-
cluding the All Assam
Students’ Union, the All
Assam Minority Students’
Union, and the All Assam
Tribal Students’ Union
came together.

Students, activists, and
political leaders sought
education reforms in Gu-
wahati, where the protest
was organised under the

CJP. Rallies were taken out
in Arunachal Pradesh’s Ita-
nagar, Shillong in Megha-
laya, and Mizoram’s Ai-
zawl. Meanwhile, the BJP
Assam unit organised a
counter-protest in Guwa-
hati against the Congress’s
sit-in outside the Prime Mi-
nister’s residence in Delhi.

Several cases

In Bihar, the police lodged
several cases against over
600 unidentified protes-
ters for vandalising public
property and Wednesday’s
protest march in which
several police personnel
were injured. Over 40 stu-
dents were detained in
Patna.

Security personnel re-
sorted to baton charge
against stone-pelters in Ka-
tihar and Begusarai. Prot-

ests were also organised in
Bhagalpur and Darbhanga
districts, and marches ta-
ken out in Patna, Munger,
Sheikhpura and Vaishali.
In Patna, members of AISA
and the All India Progres-
sive Women’s Association
(AIPWA) extended support
to those gathered at Jantar
Mantar.

The Jan Sangharsh
Manch Haryana and the
Students’ Organisation for
Socialist Democracy acti-
vists took to the streets in
Haryana’s  Kurukshetra.
Leaders of all major Khap
Panchayats in the district
came together and in Jind,
the district bar association
suspended work for a day
in support.

Chhattisgarh’s  capital
Raipur saw the police
booking nearly a dozen
Congress workers under
non-bailable provisions.

The Biju Janata Dal’s
(BJD) youth wing staged a
demonstration in Odisha,
where all the Opposition
parties have intensified
their agitation along with
students’ outfits. In Maha-
rashtra, the Brihanmum-
bai Municipal Corporation
(BMC) saw chaotic scenes
with Opposition parties de-
manding a discussion on
the police action against
agitators in Delhi.

Various students’ wings,
such as AISA and SFI, or-
ganised rallies in several lo-
calities of Kolkata.



Express News Service
New Delhi, July 23

THE GOVERNMENT ordered
telecom companies to shug
down Internetservices in parts,
of central Delhi on Thursday,
particularly in areas around
Jantar Mantar, the siteofthe
students’ protests.

Accordingto two orders is-
sued by the Ministry of Home
Affairs, mobiledfiternet across
alltechnologies was suspended
in a 1.5-km radius of Jantar
Mantar from 8 am to midnight
on Thursday. The initial order
was for suspension of services
until 4 pm, which was then ex-
tended to midnight.

The orders said the suspen-
sion was necessary “in the in-
terest of public safety and avert-
ing public emergency” and for
maintaining public order and
“preventing incitement to the
commission of any offence”.

The directions were issued
under Section 20(2)(b) of The
Telecommunications Act,
2023, and The Telecommuni-

cations (Témporary Suspen-
sionof Services) Rules, 2024.

Mobile data services in
placesas far as Mandi House
metro station almost two kilo-
metres away from Jantar Man-
tar were reported to have been
impacted on Thursday. Both
the protesters as well as people
in workplaces in the city’s cen-
tral business district were im-
pacted.

A message received by an
Airtel user in the Mandi House
area read: “Dear customer, as
per Government directive, In-
ternet services have been tem-
porarily stopped in your area.
Inconvenience caused is re-
gretted. Team Airtel.”

Hotels in the area that
charge a fee to park vehicles
told people that they would
only accept cash. Several shop-
keepers complained that they
were unable to accept pay-
ments through UPI. Users said
they could not make or receive
WhatsApp calls, and normal
callswere proving inconsistent
due to network congestion.

Mishal Mussaddique
New Delhi, July 23

CONNAUGHT PLACE —
usually packed with office-
goers, shoppers and diners —
had fallen eerily silent by
Thursday evening.

Around 7 pm, shutters
rolled down across much of the
market, restaurants emptied
out and only a handful of CJP
protesters and Rapid Action
Force (RAF) personnel occu-
pied the streets.

Earlier inthe afternoon, the
New Delhi Traders Association
(NDTA) had issued an “advis-
ory circular”, asking all shops
and establishments, including
offices and restaurants, in Con-
naught Place to close for the
dayby 6.30 pm on the advice of
the NDMC chairman and vice
chairman. The owners were re-
quested to cooperate and en-
sure “strict compliance” with
the directions to avoid any un-
pleasant situation and save

themselves from “loss of prop-
erty” and “injury”.

Most businesses complied.

Popular eateries such as
Embassy Restaurant, Immi-
grant Cafe, Haldiram’sand KFC
shut well before sunset. Retail
outlets, including Fabindia,
Raymond and Nike also pulled
downtheir shutters by 6.30 pm.

But not all did.

Mayank Sharma, who has
run a mobile accessories shop
at Regal Building on Sansad
Marg for 25 years, chose to keep
his store open.

“My shop closes at 10 pm
every day. I saw the NDTA no-
tice, butit only advisesustoshut
by 6.30 pm,” he said, pointing to
theword “advise” onthecircular
displayed on his phone. “Iwill
stick to my usual timings.”

Saravana Bhavan, apopular
South Indian restaurant, too,
continued serving customers.
“We have beentold tostay open
unless there is any problem.
There hasn’t been oneso far, so

we will continue,” its manager
said.

Crocs’ store in B Block,
Inner Circle, was one of the flag-
ship stores that remained open
even after 6.30 pm. The man-
ager said the company’s head-
quarters had notissued any clo-
sure instructions.

Restaurants that remained
open said business had suf-
fered over the last few days.

Barbeque Nation, which
earlier received around 300-
350 customers daily, now sees
barely 50, its management said.

Sandos reported a similar
decline. “Since the road closure
after the violence on Monday,
andthe increase in the number
of barricades, there has been a
drastic decrease in footfall,”
said the manager of Sandos.

By 8.15 pm, the well-lit Con-
naught Place had given way to
darkness. The only movement
came frombuses carrying RAF
personnel, their headlights
briefly lighting up the streets.

y




UNIVERSITY WARNS OF CONSEQUENCES

Students should not
become political tool
by joining ‘cockroach’
protest: DU official

Vidheesha Kuntamalla
New Delhi, July 23

STUDENTS should not become
a “political tool” by participat-
ing in the ongoing CJP-led pro-
tests, Rajni Abbi, Director, Delhi
University South Campus, told
The Indian Express{saying it is
advised that stiidents stay
away from the.agitation as it
has, in its yiew, “turned into a
political exercise.”
Meanwhile, on Thursday,
DU iS5ued an advisory on X,
urging students and faculty to
stay away from Jantar Mantar,
where the protests are being
held. “Dear students and fac-
ulty, your safety matterstous,”

It said participationinsuch ac-
tivities could “pose serious risks
tostudents’ personal safetyand
significantly impact their aca-
demic progress and profes-
sional opportunities,” and
urged students to prioritise
their safety and comply with
the law. The university also
cautioned that “a significant
amount of fake and misleading
content is being created and
circulated to fuel the situation.”

On the participation of DU
students in CJP protests, Abbi
said, “We do not want our stu-

dentstobecomea “political tool’.
Ourstudents have nothingtodo
witly the ongoing agitation.
Even ifthey wish to express soli-
darity, we want them to under-
stand that participating in such
protests can have conse-
quences. FIRs and other legal
proceedings are serious matters,
and students are young and
often do not fully appreciate
theirimplications. It might lead
to difficulties in getting oppor-
tunities in the future,” Abbi said.

“They should carefully as-
sess the nature and trajectory of
any agitation before decidingto
participate. What may have
begun as a movement for re-
forms has now, in our view,
turned into a political exercise
and even a spectacle. There
should certainly be reforms
wherever they are needed, but
the agitation has now become
political,” Abbi added.

She added that DU rou-
tinely counsels students to

prioritise theireducation. “Dur-
ing the orientation pro-
gramme, we generally com-
municate the importance of
nationalism, discipline and re-
sponsible citizenship to our
students....” Abbi said.

The remarks came a day
after DU, in a post on X, said:
“We see the pain and anxiety of
our students. It is unfortunate
that vested interests are ex-
ploiting their fears instead of
easing them. The need of the
hour is to calm the situation..”




DRDO flight test of ‘Kusha’ takes off

Rajnath hails test,
saysit will
eliminate import
dependency for
Such SAM systems

Amrita Nayak Dutta
New Delhi, July23

IN A MAJOR step towards the
development of indigenous
long-range air defence capabil-
ities, the Defence Research &
Development Organisation
(DRDO) Thursday successfully
conducted the first flight test of
the "Kusha’ Long-Range Sur-
Tace-to-Air Missile (SAM), at the
APJ Abdul Kalam Island offthe
coast of Odisha.

Along-range SAM

icall

Inastatement, the Ministry
of Defencesaid that thismaiden
test was conducted against an
electronic target simulating a
high-speed, high-altitude aerial
threat, which the missile sys-
tem successfully intercepted.

The DRDO has been devel-

vehicles and large enemy air-
craft within a wide range and
altitude envelope.

All weapon system el-
ements, including the missiles,
radars, command and control
centre, have been developed by
various DRDO laboratories and
industry partners.

Calling the test’s success an
important milestone in Indian
defence R&D, Defence Minister

DRDO conducted the maiden flight test of Long-Range SAM ‘Kusha’
from the APJ Abdul Kalam Island off the coast of Odisha. p1i

cessfully conducted maiden
flight tests of the Integrated Air
Defence Weapon System
(IADWS) — a multi-layered air
defence system comprising all
Tdigerous Quick Reaction
Surface to Air issi
(QRSAM), Advanced Very
Short Range Air Defence Sys-
tem (VSHORADS) missiles,
and a high-power laser-based
Directed Energy Wweapon
(DEW).

“Together, Kusha and the
IADWS are understood to be
major steps towards bringing
India closer towards develop-
ing a home-grown nationwide
security shield from multi-do-
main enemy attacks under
Mission Sudarshan Chakra in
the next 10 years.

Defence Secretary and Sec-
retary, Department of Defence
R&D, and Chairman, DRDO,
Rajesh Kumar Singh, moni-
tored the launch and congratu-
lated the team members, the
statement noted.




Sikkim tunnel accident: bodies

of all 25 workers recovered

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

Multiple agencies conclud-
ed their search and rescue
operation after the bodies
of all 25 werkers trapped
inside an under-construc-
tion tunnel of the 500 MW
‘Teesta-Stage-VI Hydropow-
ér Project in Sikkim’s Nam-
chi district were recovered
by Thursday evening.

“The bodies of all 25
missing people were reco-
vered. The search and res-
cue operation was subse-
quently concluded,”
District Magistrate Anupa
Tamling told The Hindu.

Sudden explosion

According to the National
Hydroelectric Power Cor-
poration (NHPC), the work-
ers were about 1.5 km in-

Police and rescue workers at the under-construction tunnel that
was damaged in a blast in Sikkim’s Namchi district on July 20. pTI

side the tunnel when
“sudden explosive release

ers could have struck

methane-embedded rocks

of suspected methane gas”
caused an explosion at 1.04

and the sparks from the
drilling 1nside could have

p.m. on July 20. However,
the NHPC and the State go-
vernment announced sep-
arate investigations into
the cause of the accident.
Officials said the work-

caused the explosion,
which partially damaged
the tunnel. Earlier, the
NHPC announced ex gratia
of %5 lakh each to the kin of
the deceased.



Global waterways should be

safe, unimpeded: Jaishankar

Attacks on seafarers, civilian shipping or infrastructure cannot be countenanced, says External
Affairs Minister at East Asia Summit; Ministey-hits back at Pakistan Deputy PM's comments

Kallol Bhattacherjee

NEW DELHI

la, External Affairs Minister
S. Jaishankar said on

At the “meeting, Mr.
Jaishankar also called for
dialogue and diplomacy in
dealing with the crisis in
the Persian Gulf region and

“Calling for dialogue
and diplomacy to end the
West Asia/Gulf conflict, In-
dia stresses that interna-
tional waterways must re-
main safe and unimpeded,

Jaishankar. He described
the evolving condition of
the global order as “uncer-
tain and volatile”.

He said India will be

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar addresses the 21st East Asia

Summit in Manila on Thursday. ANI

South China Sea

He informed the EAS of the
Indian position on South
China Sea and said that In-
dia supports the “conclu-
sion of a substantive, effec-
tive and legally binding
Code of Conduct (CoC),
fully compliant with UN-
CLOS 1982 that does not
prejudice the legitimate
rights of all users”. Conti-
nuing with the theme, he

called for “ASEAN centrali-
ty, regional stability, and
the realisation of a free,
open and prosperous
Indo-Pacific”.

Regarding the ongoing

’

dia stands for finding a pol-
itical solution to the Myan-
issue,”

mar said Mr.

He reiterated India’s
policy on “zero tolerance
for terrorism”, and said
there should not “be any
doubt that acts of terro-
rism will have consequenc-

es”. He said that “collective
action against cyberscam
centres” should be priori-
tised. On the Israel-Pales-
tine crisis, he reiterated In-
dia’s position, and said “a
two-state solution can lead
to a lasting and durable
peace”.

Indus Waters Treaty
The External Affairs Minis-
try separately responded
to Pakistan Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Mi-
nister Ishaq Dar’s remarks
on Kashmir and the Indus
Waters Treaty at the ARF.
“It is no surprise that a
multilateral forum has
once again been cynically

try’s official spokesperson

He further said that

upholding the treaty is a
“cornerstone of regional
peace and stability”.



countries that are politico-military allies
under the North Atlantlc Treaty
Organization (NATO iye, on

T he heads of state or government of the 32

Summit. Their stated objectixg was 10 review
progress made since the 2025 Summit in The

ague and to set out a roadmap for continui
ée!werz on EAE 0’s Eez OE]EEE-NEIEE

The gathering in Ankara is being regarded as

one of NATO’s more successful summits, despite
the abrasive presence of United States President
Donald Trump, who devoted most of his speaking
time to extolling the putative success of U.S.

strategy and talking up the superiority of
American weapons systems.

A strategic road map

Four substantive commitments came out of
Ankara. First; the 32 NATO allies — too often
divided b ties —

divided by divergent obiectives and capaci

agreed on their “ironclad commitment to (their)

co!!eciwe defence unaer AruEE E of ;EE

Washington Treaty, and to the transatlantic
ond”; secon

, the unanimous endorsement of
“The H. v 1

Whﬁ
NATO members undertook last vear to allocate at
Teast five per cent of their respective Gross
Domestic Products EGDI’S) on defence by 2035 -
an unprecedente: e over the two T cent
S| nﬂm Tedge that exi it hird, NATO
eclared its “unwavering support for Ukraine in
defending its freedom, sovereignty and territorial
integrity”, and fourth, the alliance partners
Vo I i e hnolog gk capacity:

Europewide defence industrial base (DIB) — the
term for the network of firms, factories,
laboratories and skilled workers needed to build
and sustain a country’s military power.

The focus in Ankara was overwhelmingly on
implementation — urnlnlg mlmcal commitments
into military capability through investment,
industrial capacity anﬁ innovation.

Ajai Shukla

Former Indian Army
officer (colonel), who
now analyses issues
and events relating
to defence

Europe’s
defence revival
and
commitments
may create new
challenges

for India’s
defence needs

Russia accuses the U.S. and European
democracies of unbridled expansionism, through
NATO's progressive incorporation of East and
Central European countries. These include

oland, Romania, the Baltic states, and former

Soviet republics trlat Moscow has Historically
ussia’s invasion of Ukraine in 2022 was dnven in
art by the fear that Kyiv was inchil ds

joining the Atlantic alliance, a step that would

Ve Tacreased NATOS Aumbers Rom stz

countries at s founamg T 1949 to 31 now. The
ussian invasion effectively blocked Ukraine, but

d historically neutral Finland and Swed.

spooke weden
into dbandoning nonalignment and becoming
NATO'S 315t and 32nd members.
———

NATO’s transformations

NATO, however, sees itself not as expansionist,
but as merely adapting to Europe’s changing
strategic landscape. In 1990-91, with the relatively
peaceful ending of the Cold War and the
dissolution of the Warsaw Pact, NATO shifted its
focus to out of area operations in theatres such as
the Balkans. After the 9/11 strikes in 2001 on the
World Trade Center towers, NATO made another
strategic shift, joining the Global War on Terror.
Now, with Russia and China joining hands in a
new era of superpower confrontation, NATO is
adapting once again.

It was evident from the discussions at the
Ankara Summit that Europe has prioritised the
revitalisation of its DIB. The European defence
industry was struggling to scale up production
even before the five per cent defence spending
pledge at The Hague. European defence industry
giants, MBDA and Rheinmetall, have warned of
shortages in ammunition production.

Quﬂamn Epic Fury, the U.S.-Israel bombing
campaign against Iran, illustrates the inevitability

of weaqﬁns and ammunition shortages when
Asian allies” demands for U. .weannEX compete
with ongoing European needs. The U.S. has red

during this campaign. jon

rate of 85 per year, replacing these would take a
ecade.

Many NATO members have capable defence
industrial bases, but there is little coordination of
alliance-wide priorities. The resulting strategic
mismatch has been found during the Ukraine war
to cluster in the critical categories of air defence
missiles and interceptors, precision guided
munitions, and artillery rockets. While the U.S.

efence systems under licence is a strong signal
of support to Ukraine, more needs to one.
ithout a major revitalisation of Europe’s
defence industry, NATO’s five per cent pledge will
only deepen its dependency on the U.S. Half of

Me,e_sgsfenhﬁﬁw@;,
came from the U.S., up from 28% in 2019-2021.
Foreign Military Sales notifications to the U.S.
Congress for European customers have

quadrupled since 2008 to $76 billion in 2024.

Need for self-reliance
For the world’s big arms buyers and especially for
India, this spike in European demand is bad

news. As NATO spends more, the international
arms bazaar is shi tng NeXOrably Tro TS’
market to a i is
was the delay by U.S. firm General Electric
m4 fighter
the

Indian Air Force’s Tejas light combat aircraft
programme.

Looking ahead, as India’s defence mcreasmgly
relies on new-age defen:
weapo rones, artificial intelligence,
C i nt
networks, it will becol iti i ce
wwﬂse
technology realms, rather than relying on
overstretched suppliers who have their own
battles to fight.



Houthi atta

cks on 2 Saudi Arabia-flagged

M. Kalyanaraman
CHENNAI

In an escalation of the'con-
flict in West Asia,. the
Houthis, Iran’s allies in Ye-

According to Al Masirah,
the Houthis’ official televi-
sion channel, the attacks
on the Encelia and the Lay-
la took place early on July
23. Saudi Arabia’s official
Saudi Press Agency has
confirmed the projectile at-
tack on the Encelia, adding
that the crew is safe and
the vessel secured.

The attack on the Layla,
a three lakh-tonne Saudi-

The Bab el-Mandeb escalation has added to the crisis at the Strait of

Hormuz. FILE PHOTO

flagged Very Large Crude
Carrier, remains
unconfirmed.

Soon after the attacks

The escalation off the

to be shipped out through
Yanbu - port city on the
Red Sea coast — largely to
Asian markets, including
India.

Thursday’s attacks
comes close on the heels of

ly. On July 17 and 19, Russia
attacked two ships off Ode-
sa, a Ukrainian port on the
Black Sea, killing four In-
dian seafarers.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12
EDITORIAL

» PAGE 8



Houthi attacks drive
Brent price past $100

India’s crude oil imports are a little less than 5
mbpd.

“A disruption may mean cargoes may need to

a.
nean and around Africa, but that will take much
longer and come with higher freight costs,” says
T e e e o
tad Energy.

Mr. Srivastava says India imported 2.25 mbpd
of Russian crude in June, with nearly 0.7 mbpd
originating from Novorossiysk. “If the disruption
persists or infrastructure damage is more exten-
sive, India could face additionabpressure in secur-
ing replacement crude volumes,” he says, adding

that the immediate impact is likely to remain
manageable.

‘Iran inspiring Houthi blockade’
Since the Houthi hijacking of the car carrier Ga-

laxy Leaderin November 2023t ShiE traffic across
a-

nuary-this year, however, and surged in March, as
Yanbu became an alternative to the Strait of Hor-
muz. The Houthis have cited Saudi Arabia’s

“blockade of supplies” and the attack on Sanaa in-
ternational alrport 1n yemen on ju as reasons
or their blockade. Reuters has, however, report-

ed that Iran is inspiring the Houthi blockade of
Saudi oil-carrying ships.

Shipping industry sources say insurance rates
lim 10 to 15 times as soon as Houthis an-
nounced their blockade on July 20, nearly match-

ing rates for the Strait of Hormuz. Meanwhile, the
U.S.-based think tank, Institute for the Study of
War, said that at least seven vessels have already
dab

Strait as a consequence of the tanker attacks
Erik Grundt, Rystad Energy’s senior market

analyst, says: “lp_sailing:time terms, the detour
through the Suez Canal and around Africa stretch-

es the Yanbu-to-India (west coast) voyage from
about eight days to nearly 39 days.”

Compounding this, VLCCs are too large to tran-
sit the Suez Canal fully loaded, so they must par-
tially offload at Ain Sukhna and reload at Sidi Kerir
on the Mediterranean side, adding time and com-
plexity.

MLSrivastava savs Indig s now more resilicnt,
having diversified its crude sources, which now
include African nations, Brazil, Guyana, and the
wide range of crude oils, allowing them to quickly
take crude from other sources.




[ran vows ‘eve for an eve’
as U.S. bombing continues

Agence France-Presse
TEHRAN, WASHINGTON

The Houthis of Yemen
this week joined the con-

flict, claiming to “have
struck two Saudi oil tank-
ers after declaring a block-
ade of Saudi ports. React-
ing, U.S. President Donald
Trump threatened Iran
and the Houthis with “ma-
jor military punishment”.

forces’ retaliatory attacks
will continue as long as the
U.S. attacks on the coun-
try’s infrastructure and
coastal areas continue,”
Iran’s army spokesperson
Mohammad  Akraminia
said, according to state TV.
The developments fol-

A screengrab from a video released by the U.S. Central Command

> »®

shows debris and smoke from strikes at a location in Iran. REUTERS

waters”.

Iranian Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi said Teh-
ran would respond in kind
to any attack on its infras-
tructure, writing: “Our de-
fence doctrine is clear: eye
for an eye.”

Iranian state media said
on Thursday that a U.S. at-
tack killed two people at
Shalamcheh on the Islamic
Republic’s border with
Iraq. It also reported two
U.S. missiles hit Bushehr,
home to the country’s only
civilian nuclear plant.

The Houthis said they
had carried out missile and
drone strikes on two Saudi
tankers in the Red Sea, the
Encelia and the Layla, af-
ter declaring a blockade of
Saudi ports.

Saudi Arabia confirmed
the Encelia had been
struck, without comment-
ing on the other tanker.

In Hormuz, the Revolu-
tionary Guards said they
stopped three oil tankers
from transiting, as the U.S.
and Iran vie for control ov-
er the route.

“The Strait of Hormuz is
under our control... and
any ship that is deceived by
the U.S. and intends to pass
without coordination with
the Islamic Republic of
Iran will suffer the same
fate,” the Revolutionary
Guards said.

In recent weeks, Iran
has hit tankers using a
route hugging the Omani
coast to traverse the strait,
in a bid to strong-arm ves-
sels into using its own wa-
ters along its coast and pay
for safe passage.



Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

The measure was nar-
rowly approved in a 216-214
vote and now heads to the
Senate, where its fate is
uncertain.

An additional $10 billion
would go towards election-
related programmes as
part of Mr. Trump’s push
to enact new nationwide

voting restrictions while
his broader “SAVE Ameri-
ca Act” lacks enough sup-
port to proceed.

The budget package re-
presents the Republican
party’s last major legisla-
tive push before Novem-
ber’s midterm elections,
the outcome of which will
determine whether the
party retains its majority in
Congress and thus conti-
nues to shape the remain-
der of Mr. Trump’s second
term.

Democratic Representa-
tive Rosa DeLauro de-
nounced a measure that
would allow Mr. Trump to
finance the continuation of
his war against Iran.

Agence France-Presse
MANILA

Russia’s Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov warned

Mr. Lavrov told the U.S.

secretary of State “it was
unacceptable to continue
supplying weapons to the
Kyiv regime”, the Russian
Foreign Ministry said in a
statement. In their meeting
held on the sidelines of a

summit of Foreign Minis-
ters of Association of
Southeast Asian Nations

(ASEAN), Mr. Lavrov con-
demned “a destabilising
policy by European coun-
tries, which are still seek-
ing to inflict a ‘strategic de-
feat” on Russia”.

He reiterated that the

On Thursday, Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Ze-
lensky said spoke with U.S.
envoys Steve Witkoff and
Jared Kushner in a bid to
revive stalled talks aimed
at ending the war.



Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov (right) with US Secretary of
State Marco Rubio on the sidelines of the ASEAN Foreign Ministers’
Meeting in Pasay, Metro Manila, on Thursday. rReuters

Rubio meets Lavrov

in Manila;says US to
help end Ukraine war

Reuters
Manila, July 23

US SECRETARY of State Marco
Rubiosaid on Thursday that the
United States remains prepared
to play a “constructive role” in
helping bring an end to the war
in Ukraine, following talks with
Russian Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov on the sidelines of an
ASEAN gathering in Manila.

Speaking after the meeting,
Rubio said President Donald
Trump had made clear that the
United States was prepared to
help facilitate an end toa “sense-
less war” if the opportunity
arose. He said Washington had
conveyed that message to Mos-
cow while declining to charac-
terize Russia’s position.

“We had a good conversa-
tion, a frank conversation,”
Rubio said of his meeting with
his Russian counterpart. He said
he would not go into specifics
about what was discussed.

“The United States, the presi-
dent’s been clear that ... we are
prepared to play a constructive
role in bringing about an end to
a senseless war, and we're ready
todothat,” Rubio said.

Lavrov, for his part, “reaf-
firmed Russia's readiness for a

The US, the

president’s
been clear that... we
are prepared to play a
constructiverolein
bringing about end
to war, and we're
ready todo that”

MARCORUBIO,
U.S. SECRETARY OF STATE

political and diplomatic settle-

ment of the conflict,” Russian
ministry’s statement said, and
told Rubio Moscow remained
committed to proposals put for-

ward by Presidents Trump and
Vladimir Putin at their August
2025 meeting in Alaska.

Rubio said the conflict had
exacted a heavy toll, pointing to
civilian deaths and Russian
strikes on Kyiv. Both Russiaand
Ukraine had an incentive to
bring the war to an end, but the
central challenge remained
finding a settlement “that both
sides can accept,” he added.

“I think it is a very bloody
war,” Rubio said. “I think both
sides should have an incentive
tobringittoanend...”



BRUSSELS

EU locks in oil price cap in new
Russia sanctions over Ukraine war

REUTERS
A
EU countries on Thursday agreed a new watered-down round of
sanctions on Russia over the Ukraine war. Envoys from member
states had been racing to seal an agreement to lock in a price cap
on Russian global crude exports at $44 before a deadline that could
have seen it leap up. The cap is frozen for the next 12 months. AFp




U.S. announces-civilian nuclear

agreement with Saudi Arabia

Trump says the deal is contingent on Rivadh no:

rmalising relations with Israel: critics w
the Gulf; while reports suggest US. companies could build a uranium enrichment facility in the kingdom, Trump says ‘no

in

Agence France-Presse
RIYADH

he United States
I and Saudi Arabia
on Wednesday an-

nounced a landmark. deal
that would establish a ¢ivi-
lian nuclear programme in
the kingdom, WRIC
Tesi ent ona rump
ntingent on Ri-
yadh normalising relations
With [srael.

The move comes as the
U.S. fights a war with Iran
that began in large part ov-
er concerns about Tehran’s
nuclear programme - still
a key point of contention in
now-stalled peace talks.

The deal is set to gener-
ate billions of dollars for
American companies and
is seen as a major win for
Iran’s long-time regional
rival, but critics fear it also
carries risks.

Washington has sought

Trum

announced, Mr.

Close allies: A file photo of President Donald Trump with Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman from his visit to Washington in November last year. REUTERS

Concern of enrichment
Critics have insisted the
deal — the text of which

was not 1mmedlatelx made

ubllc — could precipitate

alreddy battered by war.
One provision would

potentially see U.S. compa-
nies 5u1|§ a_uranium_en-
richment fadlity in Saudi

rabia, the treet
Journal reported.

The U.S. Energy Depart-
ment made no mention of
such a provision and did
not offer comment when
asked about it by AFP,
while Mr. Trump added in
his Truth Social post that:
“There will be no enrich-
ment of material!”

The deal will be submit-

ted to Congress for review,

But the Republican-con-
trolled legislature is unlike-

ly to block its

imple

U.S. lawmakers from
both parties and Israeli of-
ficials have previously
voiced opposition to such a
project over fears Saudi
Arabia could eventually
convert it to develop nu-
clear weapons.

“Trump claims his war
on Iran is about stopping

an authoritarian country
from enriching nuclear
fuel,” left-wing U.S. Senator
Bernie Sanders wrote on X.

“Now he’s letting his
best friends in Saudi Ara-
bia — one of the most bru-
tal dictatorships in the
world — do exactly that.
This is absurd.”

‘Pact with safeguards’
U.S. Secretary of State Mar-
co Rubio said that “any
agreement that we’re go-
ing to make with any coun-
try in the world on civil nu-
clear energy is going to be
one that will have safe-
guards in place to ensure
that it can’t be turned into
a weapons programme”.
Riyadh, like Tehran, has
long been adamant about
its right to pursue a civilian
nuclear programme. Last
year it signed a mutual de-
fence pact with nuclear-
armed Pakistan.
Policymakers have long
feared that if Iran pro-
duced a nuclear weapon,
the move would set off an
arms race across the Gulf.
The United States has
agreements governing nu-
clear cooperation with
more than 50 countries.



Trump: N-deal only

if Saudi normalises

ties with Israel via

Abraham Accords

Kingdomis yetto
respond; deal hasto
pass US Congress

Reuters

July23

PRESIDENT DONALD Trump
said on Thursdayacivil nuclear
deal betweenythie US and Saudi
Arabia is coiditional on Riyadh
joining theAbraham Accordsto
normalize relations with Israel,
anactionthe kingdom hasso far
refused to take.

TheUSand Saudi Arabiaan-
nounced an agreementon Wed-
nesday on civil nuclear power,
letting Rivadh enrich uranium
and build nuclear reactorsusing
American technology. without
requiring snap UN inspections
that Washington hasdemanded
from Iran. The deal has to pass
US Congress to go into force.

“The Civil Nuclear Deal
(There will be no enrichment of
material!)... pertainsonlytonon-
military use such as the ones
that Iran and UAE (and others)
already have, will be approved,
but is totally subject to Saudi
Arabia joining the very re-
spected and successful Abra-
ham Accords,” Trump said in a
post on Truth Social.

“TheUnited States is not op-
posed to Civil (Non-Enriched)

Nuclear Facilities,” Trump said.
The Saudi Embassy in
Washington did not immedi-

ately respond to a request for
comment on Trump’s post.

Saudi Arabia’s longstanding
posifion has been that it would
noesign the Abraham Accords
unless there was an agreement
on a roadmap to Palestinian
statehood.

The United Arab Emirates
and Bahrain signed the Abra-
ham Accords during Trump's
first term in 2020, breaking a
longstanding taboo to become
the first Arab states to recognize
Israel in a quarter century. Mo-
rocco and Sudan followed suit.

Israel, which feared the
Saudi deal could ignite a West
Asia arms race, welcomed the
condition on Thursday. “Saudi
Arabia’s joining of the Abraham
Accords would be an historic
leap forward for peace in the
Middle East,” Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu's of-
ficesaid in a statement.

The Trump administration
on Wednesday said the civil nu-
cleardeal abidesbynonprolifer-
ation agreements in the US
Atomic Energy Act, which are
among the world's strongest.

Thedeal would let Saudi Ara-
bia enrich uranium and repro-

cess nuclear waste, both of

which are potential pathwaysto
anuclear weapon.

The UAE agreed to forgo
both when it signed a similar

deal with US in 2009. It was not
clear what Trump meant in his
social media post when he said
there would be no nuclearen-
richment under the agreement.




Associated Press

Brussels, July 23

THE EUROPEAN Union on
Thursday hit Géeglewitha fine
of USD 1 billion.after it said the
technologvbehemoth broke

digital antitrust regulations by
setting up Google Play and its
ubiguitous search engine to
corral consumers towards its
own services and apps to the
detriment of competitors.

It was the latest major crack-

down on Big Tech by Brussels,

which has led the world in rein-

ingin some of the world’s lar-
jes f Sill

Va

It has done so despite the
risk of incurring the wrath of
President Donald Trump, who
has lashed out at the 27-nation
bloc’s digital regulations amid
abroadercampaign against Eu-
rope: imposing high tariffs,
making threats to seize Green-
land from Denmark by force,
and rattling trust within the
NATO military alliance.

In the past, Trump has
threatened retaliation if Ameri-

Google’s Bay View Campusin
Mountain View, California. riLe

can tech companies are penal-

ised. Google had recently lost its

appeal of a $4.5 billion antitrust

fine imposed by the EU for
Tz o o e
ducing consumer _choice
tﬁrough dominance of its mo-
Bile Android operating system.
The European Commis-
sion, the bloc’s executive
branch and highest antitrust
enforcer, said it was acting in
the interest of consumers after
an investigation of Google.
“The best products should
succeed because they’re better,
not because they’re owned by
the company running the
search engine. And European

consumers have a right to be
told by app developers wheretc
sign up to the best offers, even
when the app store owner does
notgetacut,” said Teresa Ribera,
the commission’s Executive
Vice President for Clean, Just
and Competitive Transition.

Google’s President of Glo-
bal Affairs Kent Walker blasted
the fine as “product degrada-
tion driven by asmall group of
self-serving complainants’
that will have a negative im-
pact on European businesses
and consumers.



China says it drove away two more Philippine vessels

Reuters
BEIJING

China said on.Thursday it
tracked and drove away

C.
cused of having “intruded

into” waters near _the dis-
Uted Scarboro ugh Shoal
ges ite warnings, _the
weeiz’s second incident in
the South China Sea to in-
volve both nations.
A flashpoint that is one
of Asia’s most contested

maritime _sites, Scarbo-
rough Shoal is claimed by
both the Philipi ]

China, which _calls

it
“Huangyan Dao”.

"We urge the Philip-
pines to immediately cease
its infringing and provoca-
tive actions,” China’s Coast
Guard said in a statement,
while reaffirming sove-
reignty over the disputed
shoal.

The Coast Guard took
necessary measures, such
as tracking, monitoring,
and interception to drive
away the Philippine ves-
sels, it added.

The Philippine Coast
Guard and the Philippine

A screengrab from a handout video shows a Chinese coast guard
ship firing a water cannon at a Philippine vessel. REUTERS

embassy in Beijing did not
immediately respond to re-
quests for comment.

The remarks came after
protests by both sides this
week following a clash bet-

ween Beijing and Manila in
the Second Thomas Shoal
in the busy waterway of
South China Sea.

On the sidelines of a

Jneeting of regional group-
ing ASEAN on Wednesday,

the Foreign Ministers of
both nations_exchanged
protests over the prior
South _ China __ Sea
encounter.

China’s Wang Yi warned
Mamla of “!; tter ggnse

ng” if it sougm to pmxgke
Beiiing with the support of
outside powers.




