Parliament adjourned for second straight day

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

were adjourned twice at 11
a.m. and noon before the
House was adjourned for
the day at 2 p.m. Similar
scenes were witnessed in
the Rajya Sabha.

A delegation of Opposi-
tion MPs from both Hous-
es, led by the Leader of Op-

Amid the din: A section of lawmakers raise slogans in the Lok

position in the Lok Sabha,
Rahul Gandhi, met Speak-
er Om Birla and demanded
adiscussion on alleged pol-
ice brutality against stu-
dents.

“Met the Lok Sabha
Speaker along with MPs of

abha in New Delhi on Tuesday. ANI

the Opposition. Our de-
mand is simple: Parlia-
ment must have a detailed
discussion on the brutality
unleashed on students yes-
terday and on the govern-
ment’s lack of accountabil-
ity for the examination

crisis. If Parliament cannot
discuss the future of India’s
youth, what is it for ?” Mr.
Gandhi posted on X.
Earlier in the day, INDIA
bloc floor leaders met in
the chamber of the Leader
of Opposition in the Rajya
Sabha, Mallikarjun Kharge
and discussed the Opposi-
tion’s strategy for the day.
As soon as the Lok Sab-
ha assembled in the morn-
ing, Opposition members
started raising slogans. Mr.
Birla assured members
that they would get an op-
portunity to raise their is-
sues. However, as the prot-
ests continued, the
Speaker adjourned the
House. In the Rajya Sabha
too, the first adjournment
came within seven minutes

of the House convening.
After official papers were
laid, Mr. Kharge rose to
speak on the police action.
Treasury Bench members
raised slogans, and before
Mr. Kharge could finish his
remarks, Chairman C.P.
Radhakrishnan adjourned
the House till noon.

When the House met
again, Secretary-General P.
C. Mody read out a mes-
sage from the Lok Sabha
amid commotion. The
House was adjourned al-
most immediately. During
the post-lunch sitting, Op-
position MPs started rais-
ing slogans as soon as pro-
ceedings started. Deputy
Chairman Harivansh then
adjourned the House for
the day.



Congress leaders detained
after dharna at PM’s house

Rahul leads march to Modis official residence amid anti-government protests; leaders held at

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

companied by other top
Opposition leaders, includ-
ing Samajwadi Party presi-
dent Akhilesh Yadav.

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI
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Leader of the Opposition Rahul Gandhi being detained by the police
outside the PM’s residence on Tuesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Thousands regroup at CJP
protest site after crackdown

cleared the area a day
before in a crackdown
which reportedly used
shock batons and pellet
guns on civilians in the first
such instance in Delhi.

DETAILED REPORTS ON
» PAGE 13

l&lf&ay Mr. Gandhi posted
on X, while being detained
at Chattrasal Stadium.
Speaking to The Hindu
from the same location,
Congress general secretary
(organisation) K.C. Venu-
gopal said that in the last
two days, the Modi govern-

ment’s real face had been
exposed. “This is the be-
ginning of the end of the
Modi regime,” the MP said.

CONTINUED ON

» PAGE 12
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different locations before being released; ‘beginning of the end of Modi regime’, says Cong. MP

Reach out to
youth, Modi
tells NDA MPs

Nistula Hebbar
NEW DELHI

A day after protesters
marching under the Cock-
roach Janta Party (CJP)
against the NEET question
paper leak faced a police
crackdown while almost
breaching Parliament,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday told Na-
tional Democratic Alliance
MPs that his government
had taken “strict action”
against those involved in
the paper leak.

Addressing the MPs at a
meeting, Mr. Modi said en-
suring leak-free examina-
tions was a “national res-
ponsibility” and not a
matter for party politics.

In what is being seen as
his response to the protest,
Mr. Modi appealed to his
alliance MPs to maintain a
positive outreach and
“guide and help” young-
sters with regard to their
aspirations.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12



Police file four FIRs amid flak
over crackdown on protesters

Delhi Police probing if ‘violence was premeditated, examining CCTV footage, phone recordings, drone images to identify those
involved, says officer; Kejriwal demands that FIRs be made public; march was peaceful, ruckus was created, say AISA activists

Shrimansi Kaushik
Ashna Butani
NEW DELHI

he Delhi police on
T Tuesday registered

four FIRs against
unknown individuals for
rioting, assault on public
servants, damage to public
property and other.offenc-
es during Monday’s Cock-
roach Janta Party (CJP)
protest.

Additional Deputy Com-
missioner of Police (ADCP)
Anand Kumar Mishra said
there is an ongoing investi-
gation into whether the en-
tire violence was “premed-
itated and executed in an
organised, coordinated”
manner. “We have docu-
mented the  protest
through videography and
are examining CCTV foot-
age, mobile phone record-
ings, drone images and
footage from body-worn
cameras to identify those
involved,” Mr. Mishra told
mediapersons.

Seeking clarity on the
action taken by Delhi Pol-
ice, Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) national convener
Arvind Kejriwal wrote to
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (New Delhi) Sachin
Sharma demanding that a
list of FIRs and the names
of people detained be
made public immediately.

Comparing what tran-
spired at Jantar Mantar on
Monday to the action taken
by General Dyer at Jallian-
wala Bagh in 1919, Mr. Kej-
riwal while addressing a
press conference said,

“The police have brutally
beaten students without
any provocation and fired
tear-gas shells. Such brutal-
ity was not even unleashed
by the British against free-
dom fighters.”

Later addressing those
who continued to protest at
Jantar Mantar, the former
Chief Minister said the pol-
ice have foisted false cases
against students. “[Prime
Minister Narendra] Modi is
trying to call protesters ter-
rorists. I want to tell you
that the biggest terrorist is
Modi. Modi is calling you
anti-national but the biggest
anti-national is Modi, for
playing with the future of
students,” he said.

Mr. Kejriwal’s demand
for a list of those detained
gains significance, with
several people frantically

looking for their friends
and family members a day
after the police thwarted
the march to Parliament by
resorting to lathi-charge
and tear gas to disperse
those gathered.

‘Lathi charge, tear gas’
Sharing details of what
transpired, All India Stu-
dents’ Association (AISA)
said at a press conference
that thousands of slippers,
torn clothes and blood
spatter could be seen
across Jantar Mantar. The
panel included Neha,
Ameen and Manish who
fasted for 23 days, as well
as protesters who were in-
jured during Monday’s
protest.

Anjali, Delhi University
AISA unit secretary, said,
“Yesterday, across central

Senior Congress leader Sonia Gandhi with party leaders Priyanka
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Gandhi, Deepender Singh Hooda and Supriya Shrinate at the
Mandir Marg police station on Tuesday. ANI

Delhi - Sansad Marg, Con-
naught Place, Palika Ba-
zaar - there were barri-
cades every 200 to 250
metres. Protesters were
trapped in cramped spaces
with barricades on both
sides. They then [police]
lobbed tear gas shells and
beat  protesters  with

lathis.”

Tanvi, a student and Al-
SA activist, said, “Not only
college students but also
parents and school stu-
dents who joined the prot-
est in their uniforms were
beaten.” She added, “The
march itself was peaceful.
The ruckus was created.”




Global wars delaying FTA negotiations

The deals facing various degrees of delays include separate free trade agreements with the Gulf Cooperation Council countries, Israel, and the
Russia-led Eurasian‘Eeonomic Union, cumulatively accounting for about $243 billion worth of trade for India, or about 20% of its total trade

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

These negotiations are
on separate FTAs with the
Gulf Cooperation Council

(GCC) countries, Israel,
and the Russia-led Eura-
sian Economic Union.
“The GCC team had
come to Delhi for the sign-
ing of the Terms of Refe-
rence (ToR) of the deal and

s0 it is our turn to go there
for the round of negotia-
tion,” a senior official in the
Ministry of Commerce and
Industry told The Hindu.
“But with all this happen-
ing [the ongoing war in
West Asia], that visit is
pending.”

Commerce Minister Piy-
ush Goyal and the Secre-
tary General of the GCC, Ja-
sem Mohamed Albudaiwi,
on February 24, 2026, for-
mally launched negotia-
tions for a free trade agree-
ment (FTA) between India
and the GCC countries —
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates.

However, later that
month, the U.S. launched
its attack on Iran.

As a result, the first
round of negotiations is yet

War risk

India’s trade deals facing delays because of global wars
In $ billion, unless specified

m Imports | Total Trade

Share in India’s

Total Trade
GCC 55.7 1229 178.7 14.70%
i EAEU 51 l 55.6 | 60.7 5%
Israel | 22 17 39 0.30%
Total 63 ‘ 180.3 2433 20%

Source: Ministry of Commerce and Industry « Note: GCC - Gulf Cooperation Council;

EAEU - Eurasian Economic Union

iv.
However, the war in the
region delayed these talks
as well and changed the lo-

“Our team was to go
there, but safety was ob-
viously an issue,” the offi-
cial explained.

He added that similar
concerns are leading to de-
lays in India’s in-person ne-
gotiations with the Eura-
sian  Economic  Union

(EAEU) as well. The EAEU
comprises Russia, Kyrgyz-
stan, Kazakhstan, Belarus

back-end talks are pro-
gressing well, but actual vi-
sits are becoming difficult
to coordinate especially
now that Ukraine has in-
tensified its



Jaishankar to meet Quad
counterparts in Manila on
sidelines of ASEAN meet

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, July 21

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS Minister
S Jaishankar will visit Manila,
Philippines, on July 22-23 to at-
tend the Quad Foreign Min-
isters’ Meeting under the
ASEAN framework, including
the ASEAN-India, East Asia
Summit (EAS), and ASEAN Re-
gional Forum (ARF).

Itsaid that on the margins of
the ASEAN-related meetings,
“the External Affairs Minister
will be participating in a Quad
Foreign Ministers’ meeting with
his counterparts from Australia,
Japan and the United States. He
isalso expected to hold bilateral
meetings with his counterparts
from participating countries.”

The Foreign Ministers of
India, the US, Australia and
Japan will meet in Manila. But
with the US and China engage-
ment on one side and the
strained tiesbetween Indiaand
the US, there appears to be un-
certainty over the Quad leaders’
summit this year in Delhi.

In May this year, when the
Quad Foreign Ministers met in
Delhi, the joint statement did

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov (centre left) and Deputy PM
of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic Thongsavanh Phomvihane
(centreright) on the sidelines of the ASEAN Ministerial Meetings in
Manila, on Tuesday. ap

m EXPLAINED

Br 1dg1ng the gap “We look forward to the con-

vening of the Quad Leaders’
The Quad grouping has Summit, the next Quad Foreign
faced challenges in the last Ministers’ Meeting, and con-
yearor so. With the US Pres- tinuing our engagements that
ident Donald Trump reach- advance peace, stability, and
ingout to Chinaand the prosperity in the Indo-Pacific
strained ties between Delhi and beyond,” the joint state-

ment had said.

and Washington, thereisa
perceived gap between India
and the US. But the Quad
grouping meeting at the For-
eign Ministers’level signals
some effortto bridge the gap.

not specify whether it would be
held this year in Delhi or in

ASEAN seekstostrengthen resil-
ience amid global uncertainties
while advancing cooperation
amongmember statesand exter-
nal partners, including India.
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First sanctions, now war: India’s Chabahar plans up inthe air

DivyaA
NewDelhz, July 21

A DRAMATIC imiage'posted on social
media by US Secretary,of War Pete Hegseth
last week fuelled concern in India. It
showed themaritimecontrol toweratIran’s
Chabahar portcollapsing after US strikes.

While New Delhi is already reeling
ufidepthe'impact of US sanctions on its
Strategically vital infrastructure project in
Iramywhere it has invested billions, the mili-
tarystrikes sparked fresh concerns.

The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA)
clarified that the terminal it operatesat Cha-
bahar Port was not damaged in the US
strikes. The ministry, however, reiterated In-
dia’s position that civilian infrastructure
should not be targeted during conflicts.

India’s stakes in Chabahar

The Chabahar port has two main ter-
minals —Shahid Beheshti and Shahid Kal-
antari — with India managing the former.
It is operated by India Ports Global Ltd
under a10-year renewable agreement with
Iran’s Ports and Maritime Organisation.

India and Iran have been developing
Chabahar as a key trade and connectivity
hub, particularly to improve access to

Afghanistan and Central Asia. Chabahar
holds strategic importance for India as it
provides an alternative trade route to
Afghanistan, bypassing Pakistan, which
does not allow Indian goods transit
through its territory. For Iran, Chabahar is
vital because it is its only oceanic port with
direct access to the Indian Ocean, bypass-
ingthe congested Strait of Hormuz.

To ensure its continuous operation,
Indiaand Iran signed the landmark 10-year
contractin May 2024 — replacing previous
short-term contracts — to equip and oper-
ate the Shahid Beheshti terminal. To avoid
financial penalties in the wake of US sanc-
tions, India prepaid its $120 million invest-
mentand transferred its operational stake
at Shahid Beheshti to local entities.

US sanctions

USsanctionson Chabaharstem fromits
broader economic and military measures
against Tehran. Despite India’s efforts to de-
velopthe port for regional connectivity, the
history of these sanctions and waivers has
severely restricted the project’s progress.

In 2018, the Donald Trump administra-
tion walked the US out of the Iran nuclear
deal, and imposed sanctions on dealing
with Tehran. At the same time, it granted a

Morethan
maritimeinfra

® Thesea-land tran-
sit route from Chaba-
har, thatallows India
to bypass Pakistan, is
viewed as animpor-
tant part of the Inter-
national North-South
Transport Corridor
(INSTC).

@ INSTC is a multi-
mode transport net-
work connecting
India with Iran, Rus-
sia, Europe and parts
of Central Asia. In
thatsense, the port
represents far more
than maritime infra-
structure.

@ TheendoftheUS’s
Chabahar waivers
tilts the regional bal-
ance toward China
and Pakistan.

S ARABIAN SEA

targeted sanctions waiver for the Chabahar
port to support humanitarian and econ-
omic efforts in Afghanistan.

Forseveral years, the port facilitated the
delivery of Indian wheat and medical
supplies to Afghanistan. In September last
year, the US administration withdrew the
sanctions waiver, only to grant the exemp-
tion again through a six-month waiver in
October that officially expired on April 26.

Owing to the end of the sanctions

waivers, India is losing its direct oper-
ational control over the Chabahar project.

The MEA hassaid India has been in dis-
cussions with “relevant stakeholders” after
the expiry of the waiver.

Importance for Delhi, Tehran

Chabahar is vital for India not only be-
cause it provides direct, secure access to
Afghanistan and Central Asia, but also be-
cause it serves as a counterweight to
China’s development of the Gwadar Port in
Pakistan, located just 140 km away.

For Tehran, it also serves as a crucial
economic hub in the Sistan-Baluchistan
province, functioning as a gateway to con-
nect Iran with landlocked Central Asian
states, Afghanistan and Russia.

Future hangs in balance

Chabahar had received an allocation of
Rs400crore in the previous financial year.
Butthe Union Budget for 2026-27 made no
allocation for the port.

The currentsituation has left questions
hanging over the future of this strategic
route. Without Chabahar, Indialoses its pri-
mary non-Pakistani corridor to landlocked
markets, effectively undoing New Delhi’s
decades of connectivity planning.



Indian Oil Corp said to cancel
Iraq oil lifting amid attacks

Reuters
NEW DELHI

Another cancellation
Another state refiner, Man-
galore Refinery and Petro-
chemicals Ltd., also can-
celled plans to lift oil from
Iraq in the Indian-flagged
Aframax tanker Desh Gau-
rav, they said.

The two Indian refiners

I0C was preparing to lift 2
million barrels in the very large
crude carrier Lila Jamnagar

did not immediately res-
pond to a Reuters request
for comment.

tion of fighting in the re-|
gion.

The shipping regulator
has also directed masters
of vessels to ensure that
they are sufficiently vigi-
lant about the security sit-
uation in the Persian Gulf,
the Strait of Hormuz and
adjoining waters, and

called for continuous mon-
itoring of navigational




Former Foreign Seeretary, Yvette Cooper, was named Health Secretary; Shabana Mahmood is continuing as Home Secretary; Burnham had earlier
said he intendedto follow through with the significant tightening of immigration that Mahmood had proposed under the Keir Starmer government

Sriram Lakshman
LONDON

ormer Labour Party
F leader Ed Miliband

was appointed U.K.
Foreign Secretary on Mon-
day as the country’s new
Prime Minister put togeth-
er his Cabinet with some
old faces from the Keir
Starmer Cabinet and some
new names.

Mr. Miliband - whose
focus has been clean ener-
gy and climate action —
was the Energy Minister in
the Starmer administra-
tion. He had visited India
in February 2025 to co-
chair the fourth Energy
Dialogue between the
countries.

External Affairs Minister
S. Jaishankar congratulated
his new British counter-
part on X. He wrote: “The
India-U.K. Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership has
witnessed a strong mo-
mentum in recent years,
including the entry into
force of CETA. Look for-
ward to working together
to advance our
cooperation.”

Former U.K. Foreign Se-
cretary, Yvette Cooper, was
appointed Health
Secretary.

Focus on immigration

John Healey, who resigned
from the Starmer Cabinet
over inadequate defence
investments, was appoint-

Ed Miliband and Shabana Mahmood walk on Downing Street after
U.K. PM Andy Burnham took office, in London, Britain. REUTERS

ed the Chancellor of the
Exchequer (i.e., Finance
Minister). Shabana Mah-
mood is continuing as
Home Secretary. Mr. Burn-
ham had earlier said he in-

tended to follow through
with the significant tight-
ening of immigration that
Ms. Mahmood had pro-
posed under the Starmer
government (the details

are expected to be finalised
towards the end of the
year).

Wes Streeting, who had
resigned as Health Secre-
tary from the Starmer Ca-
binet in recent weeks and
became a potential conten-
der for the Prime Minister’
job, was appointed De-
fence Secretary. Lisa Nan-
dy is continuing as Culture
Secretary.

India-born Kanishka Na-
rayan , who is an MP from
the Vale of Glamorgan in
Wales, was elevated to the
post of Al Minister. He was
already a Parliamentary
Under-Secretary of State in
the Starmer administra-
tion, which is the equiva-
lent of a Minister of State.

“A nation which wel-
comed a 12-year old and
his family, gave us the best
chance at opportunity, put
me in Parliament as Wales’
first ethnic minority MP,
and now affords me the
chance to make a mark in
Cabinet,” Mr. Narayan,
who was born in Muzaffar-
pur, Bihar, wrote on X.

Miatta Fahnbulleh was
appointed Energy Secre-
tary, replacing Mr. Milli-
band. She was a junior mi-
nister in the Starmer
administration, resigning
shortly after Labour’s loss-
es in the May local elec-
tions. Former Home Office
Minsiter Alex Norris was
appointed Justice Secre-
tary.



Strike on Ukraine-bound gas tanker
in Black Sea wounds three seafarers

Agence France-Presse
BUCHAREST

it as a deliberate act of
“terror”.

Russia made no imme-
diate public comment.

Romanian President Nicu-

Romania after a tanker ship caught fire, on Tuesday. Ap

sor Dan said on X.

While authorities were
still working to establish
who had hit the tanker, the
incident was “most likely
part of the Russian Federa-
tion’s illegal war of aggres-
sion against Ukraine,” Mr.
Dan said.

The strike on the ship,
which was carrying more
than 3,790 tonnes of pro-
pane from the port of Alex-
andria in Egypt, caused a
major fire on board the
vessel.

After the strike, two Ro-
manian rescue vessels

evacuated the ship’s 17
crew members, including
three who “required emer-
gency medical care”, the
emergency services said.

Authorities did not im-
mediately give details
about the weapon involved
in the strike.

“Two victims had burns
covering approximately 10-
15% of their bodies, and the
third had suffered multiple
wounds and was bleed-
ing,” the statement said.

Ukraine’s Foreign Minis-
ter Andriy Sybiga called
the incident “yet another
example of  Russia’s
terror”.

“The response must
match the scale of the
threat. Stronger sanctions.
Greater pressure on Rus-
sia,” he said.




[srael building earthen barrier
inside Gaza, d1V1d1ng the str1p

Lee Keath & Julia Frankel
Cairo, July 21
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A satellite image from Planet Labs PBC shows a section of an
earthen barrier being builtin Gaza. A

tary confirmed to The Associ-
ated Pressit has built a physical
barrier in the area of the so-
called yellow line, the bound-
When presented with the ary to which Israeli troops
satellite images, Israel’s mili- withdrew under the October




