Nine deaths were reported from Poonch and two from Rajouri; initial assessment suggests that

more than 100 houses-and around two dozen school structures were damaged in the floods

Peerzada Ashiq
SRINAGAR
leven' people were
E killed and 10 went
missing in flash

floods triggered by heavy
rain in Poonch and Rajouri
districts of Jammu and
Kashmir on Sunday, offi-
cials said.

Nine deaths were re-
ported from Poonch and
two from Rajouri. Initial as-
sessment suggested that
more than 100 houses and
around two dozen school
structures were damaged
in the floods.

Chief Minister Omar Ab-
dullah chaired a high-level
review meeting at the Civil
Secretariat in Jammu in the
evening. He instructed all
Deputy = Commissioners
and field agencies to close-
ly monitor vulnerable
areas, particularly those

Traces of ruin: Residents inspect vehicles damaged by flash floods

;

and a landslide in Rajouri district of J&K on Sunday. AFP

prone to landslides, flash
floods, and inundation,
and ensure that rescue
teams, machinery and es-
sential services remain ful-
ly prepared to respond at
short notice.

“Every possible effort
should be made to trace
and retrieve missing per-
sons so that affected fami-

lies receive timely sup-
port... Besides, there
should be expeditious res-
toration of roads, power
supply, drinking water sup-
ply and communication
links disrupted by heavy
rain,” said Mr. Abdullah.

CONTINUED ON
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Landslides
in Nagaland
town kill 8

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

Landslides in at least 11 lo-
cations, triggered by hea-
vy, incessant rainfall, killed
eight people and injured 15
in Mon town in Nagaland
on Sunday morning.

The town, which is the
headquarters of Mon dis-
trict bordering Myanmar,
is about 300 km northeast
of the State’s capital, Kohi-
ma. Mon Deputy Commis-
sioner Wennyei Konyak
said the landslides oc-
curred around 6 a.m.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12




Ahead of Monsoon Session, MPs
seek debate on NEET, delimitation

Opposition parties stage a brief walkout from all-party meet in protest against invitation to breakaway Trinamool faction;

seek talks on police action at Jantar Mantar, E20; Rijiju tells parties to participate constructively in parliamentary debates

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

The protest brought to-
gether parties that have of-
ten been at odds, including
the DMK; the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP), which
skipped the INDIA bloc
meeting on June 8; and the
Left parties, which are ide-
ologically opposed to the
Trinamool. They objected
to the government’s deci-
sion to invite the rebel Tri-
namool MPs, stating that
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Bir-
la had not yet recognised
the group’s claim that it
had merged with the Trip-
ura-based Nationalist Citi-
zens Party of India (NCPI).

The Opposition’s wal-
kout lasted for a brief while
before leaders returned to
the meeting and pressed
for discussions on a range
of issues, including the al-
leged theft of Ram temple
donations, the NEET paper

S s

Setting the stage: Union Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju chairs a meeting with floor leaders

of political parties at Parliament House on Sunday. ANI

leak controversy, ethanol-
blended petrol (E20), the
Delhi Police’s action at Jan-
tar Mantar to shift activist
Sonam Wangchuk, the
continuing hunger strike
by students, and the situa-
tion in Manipur.

Mr. Rijiju later said that
the walkout “should not be
viewed as a boycott of the
entire day’s proceedings; it
was symbolic”.

In his opening remarks,
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh, who chaired the
meeting, lauded the BJP
government for its han-

dling of the ongoing crisis
triggered by the U.S.-Iran
stand-off.

Delimitation Bill

Mr. Riyjju did not clearly
say if the government
would bring back the De-
limitation Bill during the
session, but said the matter
would be discussed at the
Business Advisory Com-
mittee meeting. He urged
all parties to participate
constructively in parlia-
mentary discussions and
support legislative busi-
ness. Smooth functioning

of Parliament, he said, was
in the national interest,
while disruptions and slo-
ganeering ultimately
harmed both Parliament
and the Opposition.

Trinamool MP Mahua
Moitra questioned the ba-
sis for inviting the 20 rebel
MPs. Stating that the dis-
qualification petitions
were pending, she said
there was no constitutional
basis for a separate bloc.
Defending the invite, Mr.
Rijiju said the breakaway
group had sought recogni-
tion from the Speaker and
could not be ignored by
the government.

Among other demands,
Samajwadi Party MP Dhar-
mendra Yadav sought dis-
cussion on the alleged theft
of Ram temple donations.
CPI(M) leader John Brittas
criticised the “BJP-engi-
neered split” in Opposition
parties, arguing that they
weakened democratic re-
presentation. CPI leader P.
Sandosh Kumar sought a
discussion on “large-scale
deletions” of voters’ names
during the SIR.




HC rejects plea to transfer

Wangchuk from Saftdarjung

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

ed by Gitanjali J. Angmo,
wife of Mr. Wangchuk, who
is on a hunger strike de-
manding the resignation of
Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan, al-
leged that the activist was
confined to Safdarjung
Hospital without his or his
family’s consent.

Appearing for the peti-
tioner in a special hearing,
senior advocate Kapil Sibal
submitted that Mr. Wang-
chuk was neither under
detention nor accused of
any offence and was there-
fore entitled to be treated
at a hospital of his choice.

Gitanjali J. Angmo and CJP founder Abhijeet Dipke at Jantar Mantar

in New Delhi on Sunday. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

He submitted that the fami-
ly of Mr. Wangchuk wished
to shift him to Medanta
Hospital in Gurugram, al-
leging that his own doctors
had no access to him.
Justice Mini Pushkarna,
hearing the petition, held
that the decision to shift
Mr. Wangchuk from Jantar
Mantar to Safdarjung Hos-
pital was taken in view of
his deteriorating medical
condition and could not be
termed “arbitrary”.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12

‘Wangchuk will
end the strike if
leaders meet him’

NEW DELHI

Gitanjali J. Angmo, said on
Sunday. “If there is no
accountability, he will continue
his fast,” she said. » PAGE 12



HC rejects plea to
transfer Wangchuk

Justice Pushkarna also issued notices to the
Centre, Safdarjung Hospital, and the police on the
petition and asked them to file their responses
within three days.The petition would be heard
next on July 24.

Additional>Solicitor-General Chetan Sharma,
appearing- for the Centre, relied on the High
Court’s July 16 order directing that necessary med-
ical intervention be undertaken in view of Mr.
Wangchuk’s deteriorating health and submitted
that the decision to shift the activist to Safdarjung
Hospital was taken after his condition became
“perilous” following weeks of fasting.

Mr. Sharma informed the court that Mr. Wang-
chuk’s potassium level had fallen to 2.8, which re-
quired close medical supervision. He submitted
that medicines had been administered with Mr.
Wangchuk’s consent, while IV fluids had not been
given as he had declined the procedure. He also
stated that his wife and close family members had
been given unrestricted access to him.

Mr. Sibal argued that the state could not com-
pel Mr. Wangchuk to remain at a government hos-
pital. The court noted that “since doctors at Saf-
darjung Hospital are closely monitoring Mr.
Wangchuk, it cannot be said that any force is be-
ing used against him or that his bodily autonomy
is being violated .”



‘Wangchuk to end fast if focus
of Parliament is on education’

Activist’s wife says political leadérs must provide assurance that ‘education accountability’ will be focus of Monsoon Session
beginning today; thousandsgatherat Jantar Mantar, night vigil held; police issue prohibitory order ahead of CJP march

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

on Sunday.

Mr. Wangchuk, who had
started the strike with the
demand of Union Educa-
tion Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan’s resignation over
exam irregularities on June
28, is currently at Safdar-
jung Hospital in Delhi.

“If political leaders meet
Sonam at the hospital and
assure him that they will
raise the issue of education
accountability during the
Monsoon Session, he will
end his hunger strike to-
morrow. If there is no assu-
rance or accountability, he
will continue his fast,” Ms.
Angmo said, adding, “He
has not broken his fast

el J

People throng the Jantar Mantar in New Delhi on Sunday ahead of
the CJP’s planned march to Parliament. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

Manish Sisodia along with
many others joined the
CJP’s protest on Sunday, in-
cidentally the 22nd day
since Mr. Wangchuk began
his protest.

No permission

The unprecedented tur-
nout spilled over to the
streets surrounding Jantar
Mantar. However, no per-
mission has been granted

for the march planned by
the CJP to the Parliament
on Monday, when both
Houses will convene for
the Monsoon Session, po-
tentially setting up a show-
down between the massive
crowd and the heavy se-
curity arrangements ex-
pected to meet them in the
morning. Security person-
nel with riot guns have
been deployed in the na-
tional capital, prompting
the CJP to issue a call for
more people to arrive at
the site.

“In view of reports of a
proposed march to Parlia-
ment by CJP on 20.07.2026
(Monday), Delhi Police he-
reby categorically clarifies
that no permission has
been sought or granted for

any such protest march or
procession,” said Sachin
Sharma, Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police (New
Delhi).

“Accordingly, protest
marches, processions, de-
monstrations and assem-
blies of five or more per-
sons are strictly
prohibited, except at the
designated protest site at
Jantar Mantar with prior
permission.”

The CJP’s 1.5-kilometre
march is planned to start
from the Jantar Mantar
protest site at 9 a.m., be-
fore moving through the
Patel Chowk roundabout
and terminating at the new
Parliament building.

Security has been
strengthened around Jan-
tar Mantar, Parliament
Street, Central Vista, Con-
naught Place, Shankar
Chowk and other key in-
stallations, while rapid res-
ponse teams have been po-
sitioned to respond to any
contingency. Several police
vans, buses and ambulanc-
es could be seen at the
protest site.

Vigil continues

Meanwhile, CJP founder
Abhijeet Dipke’s call for a
night vigil drew a huge res-
ponse. Addressing activists

in a video message, Mr.
Dipke said they must re-
main at Jantar Mantar
throughout the night and
that their presence was im-
portant to ensure the
march to Parliament pro-
ceeded peacefully.

Support marches

Large rallies with hun-
dreds of people also took
place in several parts of the
country including Mum-
bai, Nagpur, Bengaluru,
Nashik, Guwahati, and
Jammu. The march in
Mumbai was led by Shiv
Sena (UBT) chief Uddhav
Thackeray and Maharash-
tra Navnirman Sena chief
Raj Thackeray.

Over a dozen students
and others continued their
own hunger strikes on Sun-
day. Earlier in the morn-
ing, protesters formed a
human chain to prevent
fasting members of the Al-
SA from being transferred
to a hospital. Several high-
profile Opposition figures
and celebrities too arrived
at Jantar Mantar . Mr. Siso-
dia, Trinamool Congress
MP Kirti Azad, and Trina-
mool leader Mahua Moitra
were among those who
showed up.

(With inputs from Shri-
mansi Kaushik)




At least 50 Malian soldiers
killed in rebel-jihadist attack

Agence France-Presse

BAMAKO

Critical loss: The reported aftermath of an attack by FLA separatist
and jihadist militants in Gao, northern Mali on Saturday. AP

simply executed,” said a
source within the Malian
army, adding that an inves-
tigation was under way to
determine any tactical
failures.

In early July, fighters
from the Tuareg separatist
FLA and the al-Qaeda-affi-
liated Group for the Sup-
port of Islam and Muslims
(JNIM) briefly captured the
town and encircled a mili-
tary base used the Malian The official, who asked
army and Russian paramil-  to remain anonymous, said
itaries from Africa Corps. it was the deadliest attack
JNIM and the FLA suffered by the Malian ar-
claimed responsibility for  my in years.
the attack. “Some of our men were
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Trump,push
for pressure

Firstvisitby
Lebanese president
to White House in
nearly 20 years

Reuters
Beirut, Julyl9

LEB SE PRESIDENT Jo-
ounwill make his first trip
White House this week to

resent a plan to US

onlIsrael deal

A Lebanese official said

Aoun would present Trump
with a written proposal on how
to decommission Hezbollah's
massive arsenal.

The official said Aoun be-
lieves only Trump possesses the
leverage needed to pressure Is-
rael to withdraw its troops and
help Lebanon restore its sover-

eignty.

President Donald Aoun, 62, became
Trump on how to dis- president last yearjustbe-
arm Iran-backed mili- fore Trump began hissec-
tant group Hezbollah L} ond term in the White
and secure Israel’s with- House. The USwelcomed
drawal from Lebanon. Aoun's election.

Aoun, who served as com-
manderof Lebanon’s US-backed
army before being elected presi-
dent last year, is the first Leba-
nese head of state in nearly 20
years to visit White House,
where he will meet Trump face-
to-face for the first time.

In comments published by
his officelast week, Aounsaid he
would ask Trump to “exert the
necessary pressure on Israel” to
implement a US-brokered June
26 agreement between Lebanon
and Israel.

AounisaMaronite Christian,
as required by Lebanon's sec-
tarian power-sharing system
which stipulates the prime min-
ister must be Sunni Muslim and
the speaker of parliament must
be Shi'ite Muslim.

A career soldier, Aoun was
wounded twice and still carries
a shrapnel wound. His rise re-
flected amajor shift in the power
balancein Lebanon, followinga
devastating Israeli offensive
against Hezbollah in 2024 and
the ousting of Hezbollah's Syrian
ally President Basharal-Assad —
seismic events that weakened
the group and its long-decisive
hold over the state.

Athisswearing-in ceremony,
Aoun vowed to affirm “the
state’s right to a monopoly on
arms”. His presidency’sfirst year
was defined by a government
bid to secure the disarmament
of Hezbollah.



Russian attacks on Ukrainian cities
kill six,’expose gaps in air defences

Moscow fires 4b-missiles and 125 drones overnight; strikes in Kyiv spark fires in five districts, damage residential buildings;

attacks highlight Ukraine’s shortage of Patriot defence systems, considered most effective in intercepting ballistic missiles

Associated Press
KYIV

0scow has In recent
weeks stepped up its use of
ballistic missiles as it seeks
to choke off Ukrainian
strikes on oil facilities deep
inside Russia that have
caused fuel shortages af-
fecting both the military
and civilian population.

Strategic hit: An explosion in the city during a Russian missile and
drone strike, in Kyiv, Ukraine on Sunday. REUTERS

. Ho-
wever, the details and
timeline remain unclear,
and full production could
take years.

The latest attack on Kyiv
began at around 1.30 a.m.

and continued for several
hours, with explosions
echoing across the city.

Russia launched 41 mis-
siles and 125 drones across
Ukraine overnight, accord-
ing to the Ukrainian air
force. President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy said most of
the missiles had targeted
the capital.

Later on Sunday, a Rus
sian attack on a postal facil
ity near Ukraine’s second
largest city of Kharki
killed three persons an
wounded at least 20, ac
cording to the regional
administration.

Russian guided bomb:
also hit the cities of Kher
son and Sumy, local auth
orities and Ukraine’s emer
gency service reported.

with each of the strikes
leaving at least one person
dead.

The strikes on Kyiv
sparked fires in five dis-
tricts, damaging residen-
tial buildings, office and in-
dustrial sites, a dormitory
and vehicles, according to
Ukraine’s State Emergency
Service.
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tries that lack the resources or capability to
bulld theirown Al systems fromscratch. It

y’s security

r.hal ofothers,” he said.
Corneringtechnology

Xi's presence led to the event doublmg

its to
and joint contribution for shared benefit”.
'WAICO was proposed at last year's con-
ference and has now been made oper-
ational. Along with China, 29 countries (in-
cluding Pakistan and Russia) signed an
agreement for its creation. It is being pro-
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countries. Such concerns are not un-
founded. issu

‘These debates have resulted in several

eatlon of new global Albody, apush forlead rolein governance

South, whlch found a mention in Xi's
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environmental standards, child labour, or
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used to deny certain technologies, or im-

ation of that are moving the
dialogue forward. They point to a world
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nology, for instance, produces
clean electricity, has applica-
tions in healthcare, agricull nue

jected as a more “inclusive™ to
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Weslem cmmtries which heavily empha-

asaplatform
thought process and framework for global
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Case in point, the sudden shut-
down of the US-based An-
. thropic’s new Mythos 5 and
Fable 5 Al models last momh

thatisintl writing
Al governance. Who gets to write these
rules isa fundamenlal quesuon thal will

speech. ot d World War glo-
bal order, Western countries have decided
the rules for all kinds of international en-

‘matters. Itisonly in recent years that China

For example, the creation of multilat-
ral i i Asian In-
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all non-US nationals.
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Early mover advantage
‘The governance model that WAICO

Bankor CS
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tions in matters of international finance.
But it has had limited success.
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public debates on
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isth jon ofa newi But isal Dialogue, i Chinaisalso by West-ledi WAICO
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