Iran threatens regjdnal oil

blockade over U.S. actions

Oil and gas ‘will either be for everyone or no one, says Iran as US. claims ‘wave of strikes’; U.S.

e ———————————
blockade has ‘dismantled’ the peace MoU, says Tehran USRI

Agence France-Presse
TEHRAN/WASHINGTON

eturning «.to, war
Rnearly amonth af-
ter signing a mem-

orandumofunderstanding
towards peace in West
Asia, the U.S. and Iran on

Wednesday launched
strikes on targets across
the region.

While the U.S. Central
Command said it launched
“a wave of strikes... de-
Sislr_lﬂm_ﬁlrthid.ﬁgmde
military _capabilities Ira-
nian forces have used to at-
tack commercial shipping
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ehr, home to the country’s
only civilian nuclear plant.

in the Strait of Hormuz”,
[ranian state media report-
ed explosions near the

Iran’s Revolutionary

Guards said they targeted
the U.S. Fifth Fleet in Bah-

port city of Bandar Abbas,
on the island of Qeshm,

rain, where the military
said it had intercepted at-

and on Bandar Imam Kho-
meini. Iranian media later
said new U.S. strikes hit the
southern port city of Bush-

tacks against civilian tar-
gets, while Jordan’s armed
forces said they had
downed three missiles

Pricier trajectory

Crude oil prices climbed higher as the U.S. and
Iran stepped up attacks, heightening uncertainty
about energy flows
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from Tehran. Deputy Fo-
reign Minister Kazem Gha-
ribabadi said the renewed
U.S. blockade on Iranian
ports “has, in a way, dis-
mantled the Islamabad
memorandum”, referring
to the interim deal reached
last month to halt hostili-
ties and pursue peace
talks.

The Guards also threa-
tened on Wednesday to
halt all energy exports

from West Asia over the
blockade. “The export of
oil and gas from the region
will be either for everyone
or for no one,” it said.

International ~ Monetary
Fund (IMF) have warned
that while a surplus of oil
had kept prices low,
“much of that room has
now been used up”.
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Iran warns of blockade
over U.S. actions

“As tensions flare again in the Strait of Hormuz,
that room [from oil surplus] is now smaller and
shrinking further as spare capacity has been de-
ployed, demand has compressed, and inventories
have been drawn down,” Azim Sadikov and Jean-
Marc Natal from the IMF wrote in a blog post. “Un-
less inventories are replenished, the world will
start from a weaker position when'the next shock
comes.”

At the heart of the resumption of hostilities has
been the dispute over the Strait of Hormuz, a wa-
terway that is crucialfor global oil and gas flows.

[ran blockaded Hormuz after the U.S. and Israel
launched their massive attack on February 28, us-
ing it for leverage against its foes for months be-
fore briefly reopening it, and then again vowing it
would be closed “until the U.S. ends its
aggression”.
~ The U.S., in turn, has reimposed its own block-
ade of Iran’s ports, though Mr. Trump has backed
down on a planned 20% levy on ships using the
strait.

Since the war began, Iran has asserted its con-
trol over the strait and opened fire on ships for
taking routes it says are unauthorised.

“The retaliatory operations of the fighters will
continue, and the strait will remain closed until
the U.S. ends its acts of aggression,” the Guards
have said.

Recent escalations

A Norwegian tanker was hit by an explosion
caused by an unidentified device off the Omani
coast early on Tuesday, the crisis response com-
pany MTI Network said.

Kuwait said one of its naval vessels was struck
during an Iranian missile and drone barrage,
wounding four crew members.

Since last week, renewed U.S. attacks have
killed at least 30 people in Iran, a government
spokesperson said. Separately, the military an-
nounced that seven of its personnel were killed in
Wednesday'’s strikes on the southeast.




Trump threatens to hit Iran power

plants, bridges next week if no deal

‘We're going to knock out.all their power plants. We're going to knock out all their bridges unless they get to the table and

negotiate, says US. President, adding that strikes will continue; US. says Iran had attacked seven ships over the past week

Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

resident,  Donald
P Trump said on
Tuesday he would

expand U.S. strikes on Iran
next week to target power
plants and bridges if Teh-
ran does not make a deal.
“Next week it gets really
bad for them because next
week comes the power
plants. Next week comes

the brid es,” Mr. Trum
said in an interview with
Fox News.

“We're going to knock
out all their power plants.
We’re going to knock out
all their bridges unless

they get to the table and
negotiate.” Mr. Trump’s
comments came as U.S.
forces carried out strikes

against Iran for a fourth

day_in_a row and reim-
posed a naval blockade on

the country’s ports.

with the focus on control
of the crucial Strait of

Hormuz.

Asked how long the U.S.
strikes would carry on, Mr.
Trump replied: “They’ll
continue until I say it’s
enough.”

Meanwhile, Iran’s Islam-
ic Revolutionary Guard

Energy targets: The reactor building of the nuclear power plant,
just outside the southern city of Bushehrin Iran. Ap

Corps threatened to close
“all other export corridors
that benefit the U.S. and its
allies”, Iranian media re-

ported. “Regional energy
exports are either shared
by all, or denied to all,” the
IRGC said in a statement

carried by Iran’s IRNA state
news agency on
Wednesday.

A senior Houthi official
warned on Monday that

website.

The United States said
Iran had attacked seven
commercial ships over the
past week, leading to near-
ly a dozen crew members
being killed, missing or in-
jured.



[ran’s disruptive strategy, its global consequences

and its strategy of targeting its neighbours in
the Gulf as retribution for the actions of the 4
United States may seem to have been operational |
masterstrokes. However, in the long run, they
may well prove to be strategic blunders that have |
antagonised the world at large and leave Iran out
of the global mainstream and away from the path
of sustained economic progress.

l ran’s recent actions over the Strait of Hormuz

Arjun
Subramaniam
Strategic affairs
analyst

A strategy of disruption

For decades, Iran has overplayed its hand in

presenting itself as standing up to what it has

termed “continued Western imperialism” and in

supporting the Palestinian cause through the lens

of Esiamlc resistance —a goﬂcx that was not

endorsed by most other developed and

developing [slamic nations. As &e Tslamic regime
m%myed by its success in

standing up to a powerful Iraq during the

Iran-Iraq war that stretched through the 1980s, so

too did itg frustration at being unable to deliver
telling blows against the “Big Satan-Little Satan”
Combmaton. o relered ts e U3, andTsrael,
resEecnvelx.

Consequently, it engineered the second phase
of its disruptive strategy in the late 1990s by

develoEinE and supporting %roxies such as the
ezbol amas and Houthis,

nown as the Axis of Resistance, and liberally
endorsed their use of terrorism to cause
widespread disruption in the region.

Here again, the Iranians have achieved much

tactical success over the last two decades and
kept West Asia on tenterhooks, but at a much

larger level, it has widened the chasm that exists
Detween itself and the rest of the world barring

Tehran needs to
recognise the
limits of its

Russia, China and North Korea. It is this quartet

which is shaping the trajectory of fundamentall current
disraptive resistance to the existing globalorder. | geopolitical
When you compare this with the prderlyway | advantage

in which countries such as India are also
challenging the existing global order with a call
for greater multilateralism through dialogue and
consensus, one can clearly figure out Iran’s
disruptive path.

Notwithstanding much assertion of
civilisational and cultural linkages, India has,
maintained a steady transactional relationshi
Wi e BErTc Remublic ol Tap. rehas
princi around energy flow, trade corridors
and ﬂ'lle C*aﬁe-lﬁar port. Much in tune with its

forer, Ticy of multilateralism in a multi-polar
worlé, it managed to navigate the sanctions

regime imposed on Iran gx the West and
maintained some energy flow based on national
interest till it found alternate means and then
gradually reduced its import of Iranian crude.

India’s approach

India has only modest diplomatic leverage with
Iran and rightly chose not to position itself as an
interlocutor during the recent conflict, preferring
instead to resort to quiet back-channel diplomacy
and frequent calls for restraint. India
co-sponsored the UN i i

2817 (2026), which officially condemned Iran’s
military attacks and ageressive actions.against the
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) nations and
Jordan. Adopted on March 11, 2026, the
resolution demanded that Iran immediately cease
all attacks and threats, particularly those
targeting international navigation through the
Strait of Hormuz.

Iran has no doubt been emboldened by its
ability to withstand months of the U.S.-Israel
bombing campaign. It has come out of the
conflict Eatterea and embittered but still
standing. With large portions of its military
capacity still intact and a regime in power that
seems to be now dominated by a combination of
the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC)

and hard line clerics, it appears that the region
can expect continued acts of isolated belligerence

at star ow the threshold of conflict. The
frenzy of stage-managed grief and genuine hatred
towards the U.S. and Israel that was on display on
the streets of Tehran for the funeral of its slain
leader, Ali Khamenei does not augur well for the
future.

Iran’s proposal to levy ‘special rates’ on
friendly countries fo i it.of
ormuz is another disruptive attempt at
< Tecti o0 g

A"

energy-hungry countries eager to benefit from
this oﬁer.

More recently, Iran’s strikes on tankers
following the Omani route through the Strait of
Hormuz highlight its propensity to engage in
coercive brinkmanship. Such an environment is
highly unsettling for a large part of the world
including India for obvious reasons — energy and
trade corridors running through a volatile
geopolitical arena.

The choice before Iran

It is time that collective pressure from countries

other than the West starts building on Iran to

desist from its varied coercive methods to keep
e region on the edge. As the U.S.'s appetite to

remain embroiled in the conflict waxes and

wanes, and Israel strains to ‘finish off the job it

started’, Iran needs to take a step back and not

al
overplay the aavanta_lgeous geopolmca hand it
currenti olds.

Asa E‘est step, it must look for windows to
extract legitimate leverage accruing from the
proposed de-freezing of its assets and widening
energy flow from its embattled oil fields and
refineries. Despite its isolation from the West,
Iran is categorised as an upper-middle-income
econ i id
growth, should it desire so for its people.




MUZAFFARABAD

AFP

Nine persons were killed and a dozen wounded in renewed clashes
between supporters of the banned Joint Awami Action Committee
(JAAC) and security forces in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir, an official
said on Wednesday. “Seven civilians, one paramilitary personnel
and one police officer were killed,” officials said. AFP



WASHINGTON

A bipartisan group of U.S. Senators unveiled a Bill that seeks to
impose 100% tariffs on five countries, including India and China, for

purchasing oil from Russia. The Bill, brokered by late Republican
Senator Lindsey Graham, exempts 15 European nations that buy
gas from Russia from the tariffs. PTI




Violence occurred after paramilitary forces launched search operations close to an NSCN (I-M)
camp, a Defence spokesperson said; residents stopped patrol columns from entering villages

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

The attack.oceurred af-
ter the paramilitary forces

The NSCN (I-M) refers to
the Isak-Muivah faction of
the National Socialist
Council of Nagaland. The
outfit prefers to call itself
the National Socialist
Council of Nagalim.
“The intelligence re-

the Defence spokesperson
said on Wednesday.
The Ceasefire Monitor-

I~

Tensions boil over: Charred remains of a vehicle following a mob

attack in Senapati district of Manipur on Wednesday. PTi

ing Group, which ob-
serves, verifies, and re-
ports on compliance with
agreed pauses in fighting,
was formally informed re-
garding the reported viola-
tions, highlighting the se-
curity concerns, he said.

Entry stand-off

“During the course of the
operation, residents, in-
cluding women, obstruct-
ed the Assam Rifles co-
lumns approaching
Makuilongdi and Oklong
villages. The columns exer-
cised maximum restraint

and communicated with
the local representatives,
adding that the operations
were aimed solely at ensur-
ing security and maintain-
ing peace in the area, and
that the columns would
not enter any village with-
out the consent of the
authorities,” the spokes-
person said.

wal of the columns, a large
mob reached the camp
around 9.30 p.m., hurled
stones, damaging property
and attempting acts of ar-
son,” the spokesperson
said.

“The mob vandalised
and damaged Assam Rifles
vehicles. A light vehicle
was set ablaze, while two
trucks were overturned
and damaged. A car of a ci-
vilian was also burnt dur-
ing the violence,” an As-
sam Rifles official said.

Situation under control
Minimum force was ap-
plied to disperse the vio-
lent crowd in coordination
with the Manipur Police
and the Central Reserve
Police Force, he added.

The situation in Senapa-
ti was under control, a dis-
trict official said.

“Neither the local peo-
ple nor the security per-
sonnel sustained any inju-
ries,” he said.




Wangchuk loses 8.9 kg as fast for
Pradhan’s resignation continues

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Activist Sonam Wang-
chuk’s indefinite hunger
strike demanding the resig-
nation of Union Education
Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan entered its 18th
day on Wednesday, with
his deterjorating health
drawing concern from civil
society groups, and Oppo-
sition leaders. Many of
whom have urged him to
end the fast.

Mr. Wangchuk is close to
emaciation, according to
medical reports published
by the Cockroach Janta
Party (CJP), the organisa-
tion leading the protest.

Over the past two
weeks, Mr. Wangchuk’s
condition has worsened,
needing increasing medi-
cal supervision.

Mr. Wangchuk, 59, has
lost 8.9 kg since he began
fasting, according to a re-

Worsening condition: Activist Sonam Wangchuk and CJP founder
Abhijeet Dipke at the protest site. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

view of his condition pu-
blished by the CJP over the
past week. Mr. Wangchuk’s
vital signs have hit and ex-
ceeded thresholds de-
scribed in medical litera-
ture for hunger strikers.

In a video posted late
Wednesday evening, Mr.
Wangchuk sought to as-
suage concerns around his
health. “My condition isn’t
so bad that I'll die in two
days,” he asserted. “My vi-
tals are normal for some-

one who is on the eight-
eenth day of a fast...
Instead of asking me to end
this fast, I request eve-
ryone to join us on July 20
for our March to Parlia-
ment,” he said.

The government has re-
mained silent on Mr. Wang-
chuk’s protest.

“The man who chose to
put his own life on the line
to seek justice for students
who died by suicide has re-
ceived nothing but silence

from the govt. The govt is
not just unaccountable; it
is also cruel,” CJP founder
Abhijeet Dipke said.

“Instead of asking why
Opposition leader hasn’t
supported CJP, or why ev-
ery CJP team member isn’t
on a hunger strike along-
side Sonam sir, ask the
questions that actually
matter. Why is the Prime
Minister refusing to engage
in a dialogue?” he said.

Bhim Army chief and
MP Chandrashekhar Azad,
Samajwadi Party MPs Mo-
hibbullah Naqvi and Ajen-
dra Singh Lodhi, Trina-
mool Congress MP Dola
Sen, Congress MP Prashant
Yadaorao Padole, and CPI
MP Sandosh Kumar visited
the protest site on Wednes-
day. Comedian Kunal Kam-
ra also visited the site.

Congress MP Shashi
Tharoor wrote a post on X
appealing to Mr. Wangchuk
to end his fast.



The shift in approach to justice has contributed to making the criminal justice system more citizen-oriented

LETTER AND SPIRIT

C.B.P. Srivastava

ecently, the Centre has
announced that India aims for

Tl digial rolloutoris

criminal justice system from
July 1 2027 FErSRIehThe Sroceur
related to mnvestigations and trials under
{he new criminal laws will be recorded
digitally through the Interoperable Interoperable
Criminal Justice System. The efficiency of
any_crm;usti+system largely
depends on the procedural efficiency
beginning from the registration of the first
s — Tvestigation,
filing of chargesheet outlining specific
charges levelled against the accused and
presenting the evidence and witness
testimonies gathered to substantiate

them, trial and finally the disposal. In the

digital system the data is stored on the
government’s cloud platform, MeghRaj.

Understanding criminal justice
system
The criminal justice system comprises the
police, courts, prisons, forensics, and
prosecution services, and aims at
ensuring that individuals who suffer
injury or loss at the hand of others can
present their cases and seek justice.
ustice cannot be delivered unless the
1E ts of the accused and the interests of
e victim and the society are balanced,
This has been the fundamental principle
of the criminal justice system, particularly
in common law countries that follow the
adversarial system. These countries base
their legal systems primarily on judicial
precedents and uncodified case law
rather than strict statutory codes. This
principle also gives the accused a fair
chance to present his case in accordance
with the tenets of natural justice, that is,

the rule of fair hearing (Audi alteram
partem). In other words, no person
should be con
system seeks to ensure procedural
fairness. On the other hand, the
inquisitorial system is practised in civil
law countries, where rules are codified
into comprehensive written statutes

e

rather than shaped by judicial precedent.

Under this system, the judge plays an
active role in investigating the facts and
determining the outcome of the case on
the basis of inquiry and investigation.
Thus, the precision of decision depends
largely on the skills and prudence of the
judge concerned.

Changed attitude

The reforms in the criminal law have
opened a new avenue for the delivery of
justice. To be more appropriate, the
Indian Penal Code IPC) and the Code of
Criminal Procedure (CrPC) have been

replaced by the Bhartiya Nyaya Sanhita

(BNS) and Bhamxa Nagzlk Suraksha

Sanhita

transformation. While the erstwhile
penal code was implemented with an idea
to punish the accused, the BNS believes in
the delivery of justice through

retribution. The new code hasa
democratic aggroach placing greater
emphasis on indivi 2 St

in matters relating to crimes. The criminal
procedure code believed that trial of

a ‘criminal’ was being conducted whereas
the BNSS conslaEE '31% accusedasa

citizen whose rights should be balanced
with the interests of the victims without
any prejudice. Thus, the shift in approach
mﬂm
criminal justice svstemmore democratic
and citizen-oriented, while strengthening
the protection of the principles of natural
justice that are embedded constitutional
framework of India.

Reforms in the system

It is well established that every system
requires periodic reform to remain
responsive to changing needs and
circumstances. The judiciary plays a vital
role in this process by guiding the state
through its directions and rulings. Against
this backdrop, it is important to note that
courts have laid down procedures
governing several aspects of the criminal
justice system. Through their decisions,
courts often seek to fill legislative gaps in

areas where the law is silent, thereby
ensuring the effective administration of
justice. For example, the Supreme Court
in Visakha v. State of Rajasthan (1997) gave
guidelines to prevent sexual harassment
of women at workplace holding that such
an act violates Articles 14,15 and 21 of the
Constitution.
The recent announcement by the

view of this requirement, the number of
forensic laboratories has increased from
129 in 2023 to 154 in 2025. However,
according to the National Crime Records
Bureau, only 46% of FIRs were digitally
transmitted to courts. Since this accounts
for less than half of all registered cases, it
suggests that the digital chain of the
criminal justice system remains
incomplete.

The author is President, Centre for
Applied Research in Governance, Delhi.




Kudankulam nuclear plant data
leak sparks ‘absolute commotion

P. Sudhakar
TIRUNELVELI

The leak of highly sensitive
files of Kudankulam Nu-
clear Power Plant

(KKNPP), reportedly ac-
cessed by a ransomwareé
group from a contractor’s
server, has triggered “ab-
solute commetion” in the
plant, KKNPPsources said
on Wednesday.

After” commissioning
two 1,000 Mwe VVER reac-
tors, KKNPP is building
four more such units with
Russian collaboration.

Sources said the top
brass of the upcoming nu-
clear park is “completely
clueless” about the deve-
lopment that poses a se-
curity threat as it may let
an adversary map the sup-
port system and identify
vulnerabilities.

According to Reuters,
more than 19,000 files dat-
ing between 2016 and

mid-2025, and linked to

The reported data leak comes
amid construction of four WER
reactors at the plant. FILE PHOTO

list of vendors and sup-

pliers, etc. had been ac-
cessed by World Leaks.
Nuclear Power Corpora-
tion of India Limited said
the information claimed to
be available in public do-
main pertains to “conven-
tional balance of plant
common service facilities”
and does not relate to any
nuclear safety or nuclear
security-related systems.
The leak originated
from a server hosted by
third party provider Yotta.
The plant’s contractor,

KKNPP’s engineering blue-
prints on control, cooling
and ventilation systems,

Anil Ambani’s Reliance
Group, has i a
“partial breach” had hap-

pened and the government

had been informed.

“Suspicious activity on
Yotta’s server was noted on
May 29 last and it was re-
ported in June-end. Investi-
gations by Nuclear Power
Corporation of India Limit-
ed, the project proponent,
and Computer Emergency
Response Team are on,”
the sources said.

Reliance Group’s Re-
liance Infrastructure
bagged the contract in
2018 to build infrastruc-
ture for rectors 3 and 4,
both under construction.

When the KKNPP en-
countered a similar inci-
dent in 2019, wherein a

North Korean malware in-
fection on its administra-
tive network exposed the
plant’s vulnerability,
NPCIL had dismissed it say-
ing that their “unbreacha-
ble standalone network”

was _intact and no data

could be accessed by any
dark web.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10



Cabinet approves Bill to fine

officials for delay in services

Penalty of up to 5000 to be imposed only after hearing official, says CMO; proposed law set to
replace 2011 Act likely to be tabled in Monsoon Session; step towards administrative reforms: CM

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Delhi Cabinet
Thas approved the
Delhi (Rightof Citi-

zen to Time Bound and
Ease of Delivery of Service)
Bill, 2026. The proposed
legislation is set to replace
the Delhi (Right of Citizen
to Time Bound Delivery of
Services) Act, 2011.

The new Bill proposes
to impose a fine of 3250
per day, subject to a maxi-
mum of 35,000, on erring
officials if a service is de-
layed without valid justifi-
cation. However, the pe-
nalty will be imposed only
after giving the official a
full opportunity to present
an explanation, in keeping
with the principles of natu-
ral justice, read a state-
ment issued by the Chief
Minister’s Office (CMO).

CM Rekha Gupta said the Bill is intended to ensure that every citizen
receives notified services within the prescribed timeline. FILE PHOTO

The government is ex-
pected to table the Bill in
the Monsoon Session of
the Delhi Assembly.

Under the 2011 Act, go-
vernment servants who
failed to deliver services to
citizens within the stipulat-
ed time were liable to pay
them %10 per day for the
entire period of the delay,
subject to a maximum of

%200 per application, as
“compensatory cost”.

Covers 500 services
Last month, the Delhi go-
vernment brought 23
more services under the
2011 Act, taking the total
number of services under
the time-bound delivery
mechanism to over 500.
Chief Minister Rekha

Gupta said the Bill is in-
tended to ensure that ev-
ery citizen receives noti-
fied services within the
prescribed timeline and
government departments
and officials are more ac-
countable for delays and
negligence in service deliv-
ery. Ms. Gupta added that
the law would mark a sig-
nificant step towards ad-
ministrative reforms and
serve as a milestone in pro-
viding citizens with more
transparent, simple, effi-
cient, and technology-dri-
ven public services.

The government will
notify, from time to time,
the services that fall under
the ambit of the law. Go-
vernment  notifications
will specify the services co-
vered, their timelines, and
the designated officers res-
ponsible for delivering
them, the CMO stated.



Fulfil the promise

-
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l t has been over two and a half vears since

the Supreme Court of India recorded the

Union government’s solemn assurance that
Statehood would be restored to Jammu and Kash-

mic UK It set no timeline, but the expectation
: > D .

wasthacitwould happen within g reasonable D

riod and steps would be taken progressively. That
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-lea government
has done nothing on this front since then can on-
ly mean that it has interpreted the lack of a time-
line as a licence for the indefinite deferral of
Statehood. This is despite repeated assurances
from the Centre. Prime Minister Narendra Modi
pledged it in the run-up to the J&K elections, and
Home Minister Amit Shah reiterated it on the
floor of Parliament. Unsurprisingly, the inaction
has driven J&K Chief Minister’Omar Abdullah to

organise a series of agitations and rallies, culmi-
nating in a sit-in at Jantar Mantar on July 20. His

grievance, and that of the province, is legitimate.
The retention of Union Territory status even after

popular_elections subordinates the elected go-
vernment toan unelected Lieutenant Goverpor

reaucracy, the police and other institutions.

New Delhi’s rationale for inaction has been
trite: “security”, invoked by the Solicitor-General

before the Court late last year, citing the Pahal-
gam attack, in a hearing on a petition seeking res-
toration of Statehood. But this argument cuts no
ice. By the government’s account, the attack was
orchestrated from across the border, and India
responded with Operation Sindoor. A cross-bor-
der provocation can have no logical bearing on
whether J&K’s elected representatives are to be
trusted with the powers of a full State. If anyth-
ing, empowering elected leaders to address local
grievances is precisely how a polity assuages con-
cerns before they turn into resentment, which
fed into cycles of militancy in the Kashmir Valley
for decades. The Centre’s handling of J&K, La-
dakh and even Manipur reveals a troubling pat-
tern in how border regions with substantial mi-
nority populations are treated. Secure in its
dominance across the north, the west and now
the east, the BJP appears to regard the concerns
of citizens in these provinces as expendable.
Such a view is myopic: governance that treats a
border region as politically dispensable only dee-
pens alienation, and instability soon spills over
and unsettles governance overall. The BJP seems
cynically content to leave the Statehood question
hanging until the political arithmetic, already
sought to be reworked through delimitation in
J&K, tilts decisively in its favour. A promise made
to the Court, to Parliament and to the people of
J&K cannot be held in abeyance until political cir-
cumstances turn expedient for the BJP.




SAYS MAY SUPPORT IF 50% INGREASE IN SEATS IN ALL STATES

Delimitation Bill: Ahead

of House session, Sule

signals options open

Says INDIA bloc
to take collective
call, plays down
crossover buzz

Alok Deshpande
Mumbai, July 15

SIGNALLING ANOTHER
break in the Opposition ranks
ahead of the Monsoon Session
of Parliament, the Sharad
Pawar-led NCP(SP)’s working
president and MP Supriya Sule
on Wednesday said her party

NCP (SP) leader Supriya Sulein
Mumbai, Wednesday. AkasH PATIL

would consider supporting the
Centre’s proposed delimitation

Billif it ensures a S0 percentin-
creaseinthe LokSabhaseatsin

NCP(SP)’s MPs and MLLAs were
increasingly pushing for atie-up
with the ruling BJP-led NDA.
There has been abuzz about
the NCP(SP)’s next movesinthe
wake of a series of meetings be-
tween its leaders and senior
BJP and government function-
aries over the last several days.

With the Parli ion

getting underway on July 20,
the Narendra Modi government

has stepped up its efforts to
muster a two-thirds majority to
push a fresh constitutional
amendment Bill toadvance res-

all states.
Sule’s remarks came amid
reports that sections of the

ervation for women to 2029 -
along with a delimitation Bill

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2



Sule

for expansion of the Lok Sabha
from 543 MPs upto 850 -which
was defeated in the Lower
House in the April special
session. Alongwith other INDIA
bloc allies, the NCP (SP) had
thenvoted against this constitu-
tional amendment Bill.

On Wednesday, Sule told

However, laterintheday, ad-
dressing a press conference,
Sule appeared to water down
herstance. “We haven’t received
any Bill on delimitation as of
now. Previously, when the Bill
was brought, the Opposition
raised the amendment of in-
creasing seats by 50 per cent.
Whenever the Bill is presented
to us, we will discuss it with the
INDIA bloc parties. We will
make a collective decision. It is
important that the delimitation
formula is also presented to us
and weare told how new demar-
cation will be done,” she said.

Hours later, Sule calibrated
her position further. “Recent re-

PUILS dppraliilg 111 5eCuUulls Ul
the media regarding the stand
of the NCP(SP) on the issueof
delimitation are inaccurateand
speculative. Iwish to clatify:that
neither I nor the party hasthad
any official discussienwith any
mediaorganisationen this sub-
ject,” she said'in apost on X.

“As with every issue of con-
stitutional’ importance, our
party’s position is determined
only after detailed consultations
within the party and with our
allies-Indiaalliance...Since no
such Bill has yet been made
available, any speculation re-
gardingits contents or our posi-
tion would be premature,” said
Sule, Pawar's daughter.

Sule also told the press con-
ference that the demand to in-

us, including the TMC, SP and
the DMK, had taken this posi-
tion. It is not something that is
beingsaid for the firsttime,” she
said.

When asked about specula-
tions about the NCP(SP)'s legis-
lators looking to “cross over to
the NDA” or “merge with the
NCP”, Sule said there was no
such proposal before the party.
“Nobody has asked about this,
nor have any of our leaders ex-

PICSSCU LT UCSIIC LU swiIlll
over. All stand united with Sha-
rad Pawar and will follow every
decision to be taken by Sharad
Pawar,” she said.

Sule played down reports
about the NCP(SP)’s alleged
proximity to the BJP, and alsoits
state party president Jayant Pa-
til’s meeting with Maharashtra
Chief Minister Devendra Fadna-
vis late on Tuesday night.

“WhenIwas in Lucknow for
a Parliamentary committee
meeting, lopenly met Uttar Pra-
desh Chief Minister Yogi Aditya-
nath. If our party really wanted
to ally with the BJP, we would
not be meeting openly,” she
said.

Patil had met Fadnavis
hours after calling on Sharad
Pawar athis Mumbai residence.
Senior leaders of the BJP's ally
NCP, Sunil Tatkare and Praful
Patel, also met CM Fadnavis
separately the same night, fuel-
ling fresh buzz over political re-
alignments.

Sources told The Indian Ex-
press that these meetings came
against the backdrop of a “re-
think” within the NCP (SP), with
at least half of its 10 MLAs fa-
vouring a switch to the NDA
whilearguingthat remainingin
the Opposition has made it in-
creasingly difficult tosecure de-
velopment funds and adminis-
trative clearances for their
constituencies.

Patil, however, alsosoughtto

uuwiipiay 1us HICCUu i will raua-
navis. “I met the Chief Minister
to discuss the issue of disqual-
ifying the chairman of the Is-
lampur Municipal Council.Ido
not know about the meeting be-
tween Tatkare, Patel and the
CM,” he said. He dismissed re-
ports of merger talks with the
NCP. “T have not met Tatkare
and Patel regarding any merger
plans. After the death of Ajit
Pawar, no such discussion has
taken place,” he said, adding he
felt “sad” whenever the media
discussed him leaving the party.

tion.

Although the NCP (SP), with
10 MLAs and eight Lok Sabha
MPs, is the smallest among Ma-
harashtra’s six major political
parties, its parliamentary
strength has assumed signifi-
canceastheNDA lookstosecure
the support of a two-thirds ma-
jority in both Houses to ensure
the passage of several key legis-
lation, including a fresh
women'squotaBillalongwitha
delimitation legislation.
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CHINA TESTED its sea-based long-range
intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM)
& BuE t
ofasubmarine-based ballistic missilein in-

nalwaters. Thisisthe People s Lib-
erag i dlaunchofa
ballistic missile in international waters

since . 1na conducted a land-based
ICBM test on September 21, 2024.

The latest test missile was reportedly
launched from a submarine in the South
China Sea. It was carrying a dummiy war-

head that'covered a distance of 7300 km,
2 :
forelanding in the Southern Pacific Ocean.
The dummy warhead landed within an
areadesignated under the Treaty of Raro-
tonga’s South Pacific nuclear-free zone
plosive devices is barred), after it flew over

the Exclusive Economic Zones of Microne-

sia, Nauru, Kiribati and Tuvalu.

Whatis known about this missile test?

Itis difficult to determine if the missile
was Ju Lang 2 (JL-2) or the latest Ju Lang 3
(JL-3). Both JL-2 and JL-3 are submarine-
launched ICBMs, jointly developed with DF-
31and DF-41, respectively. ICBMs generally

Why is Beijing testing now?
Since the turn of the decade, and es-
pecially in the past two years, Beijing has

The ICBM being tested on July 6. x/@mno_china

g

It has constructed multiple missile silos
— without camouflaging them and with
the awareness that they will be noticed by
American satellites. Additionally, it dis-
played new and advanced nuclear delivery

systemsin its 2025 military parade and car-
ried out a land-based ICBM test in the
Pacific Ocean in 2024.

Beyond these simplistic explanations,
these developments could also be at-
tributed to China’s attempts to construct a
nuclear shield, attain great-power status,
or improve theatre-level nuclear domi-
nance in the Indo-Pacific region.

Do thesedevelopments mean China’s
nuclear strategy has changed?

n China’s new ballistic missile test, the worries for Indo-Pacific regio

In,
r

However, China also subscribes to a

For instance, China could possess
around 1,000 nuclear warheads by 2030. It
isshiftingatleast a part of its force towards

ing” operational read-
iness posture, which Beijing refers to as
“early warning counter-strike” — wherein
Beijing initiates a counter-strike once a
launch warning has been received but be-
fore targets in China have been hit.

1

The Chinese demonstration adds ur-

Regional actors would also be aware
that China’simproved capabilities raise the
costofoutside interventionin its sphere of
influence during any contingency.

e test, however, comesatatime when,
under Donald Trump, uncertainty around
expectations of US military support has

Whatarethei forIndo- For the US and the rest of the
ifi i India? world i i
ForNew Delhi, the recent test reinforces  of ionof Chi triadand

and China leararsenal and delivery ca-
pabilities — SOt quAlitatively and
tatively. While India has operationalised'

the widenini strategic gap between India

itsimproved deterrence capabilities. It com-
plicates US missile defence planning and
may compelittorefocus its attention and re-
sources from West Asiato East Asia.




INDIA IS THE SECOND-BIGGEST EXPORT MARKET FOR'RUSSIAN CRUDE

US bill proposes 100% tariffs on

top five buyers of Russian energy

sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, July 15

A REWORKED bill, backed by
1 bipartisan group of US sena-
ors, proposes up to 100% tariffs
»n the top buyers of Russian oil
ind natural gas, which include
ndia and China. The theye
:omes amid renewedGulferi-
iis with experts calling it im-
yractical. The bill;, initially

Although it remains to be
ieen whether the bill will turn
nto law in its current form —
ronsidering the original bill
‘ailed to move beyond the in-
tial phases forover ayear — the
»roposed legislation would cer-
ainly be a cause of concern for
New Delhi. Notably, the new

is enacted, agcording to indus-
try experts and analysts.

tion in proposed tariffs appears
meaningful on paper, thecap is

“India would almost cer-

Dhabi-based energy analyst Na-
taliaKatonatold The Indian Ex-
press. She added that the bill
“risks colliding” with the India-
US trade talks.

That would be counterpro-
ductive for both Washington
and New Delhi, which have
made progress in negotiations
after initial setbacks and hic-
cups. The use of tariffs under

The new bill is a watered-down version of the original, and does
offer some room for workarounds. reuers

the proposed law as leverage by
Washington cannot be ruled

Meaningfully reducing Rus-
sian oil imports is just not an

option in the prevailing cir-
cumstances of global supply
tightness amid the West Asia
crisis. As per Kplerdata, India’s
Russian oil imports rose to 2.6
million barrels perday (bpd) in
June, accounting for over half
of New Delhi’s oil imports. July
could match or even exceed
June’s volumes.

“From India’s perspective,

tems,” said Sumit Ritolia,
modelling and refining man-
ageratKpler.

While there are calls from
some US lawmakers to expedite
thebill’s passage, the prevailing
energy market dynamics add
an element of uncertainty.
Nonetheless, India is expected
tocommunicate its energy con-
cerns to Washington, as was
done last year as well when the
original bill was mooted. Ex-
perts are also sceptical about
the bill’s prospects.

“The question is whether
this bill is economically real at
all. Isimply do not see this bill
passing, orremaininginitscur-
rent form. It has already been
diluted from a 500% tariff
threat against virtually all
buyers of Russian oiland gasto
a maximum of 100% aimed at
only the five largest. European
exemptions and presidential
waivers have also been added.
That tells you the political slo-
ganisalready beingadjusted to
economicreality,” said Katona.

FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM



Cabinet okays Semicon 2.0, mobile,

Projects cleared by the CCEA include two major highway.projeets worth 25400 crore to ease congestion in Varanasi; 9 new gas-based urea plants
with a production capacity of 10 MT; X1.27 lakh crore for the'second edition of India Semiconductor Mission; and 62,500 crore for MPMS

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Cabinet Com-
T mittee on Econom-
ic Affairs (CCEA),

chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra  Modi, has
cleared several projects,
including 1.27 lakh crore
for_the second_edition_of

India Semiconductor Mis-
Eﬁgn—ﬂs“l’_{ d 362,500 crore for
the _mobile phone manu-
facturing schem
as part of effortsto localise
manufacturing amid global
geopolitical uncertainties.
The Cabinet also accord-

ed approval to two major
highway projects _worth
325,400 crore to ease con-
gestion in Varanasi and as
many as_nine_new
ased urea plants nation-
M“ﬂﬂmﬂ-
pacity of 10 million tonnes.

Semicon Mission 2.0
The Cabinet has accorded

approval for the ¥1.27 lakh
crore for the second ed; for_the second edi-

tion of India Semi

tor Mission through WhICh
the government expects to
attract__investments _of
around 4 lakh crore and

lead to semiconductor pro pro-
duction of ¥2 lakh crore

during the scheme period.
The new edition of the
semiconductor pro-
gramme — which has provi-
sions to incentivise even
suppliers of raw material in
the chip manufacturing in-
ustry, including minerals
and gases — has come at an
appropriate time when the

world is reeling under g
memory chip__shortage,
and companies are work=
ing on pians to enhange
m——‘: pacity. Italso
expects to attract invest-
ment from otherchip seg-
ments_to meet chip re-
quirements. for artificial
intelligence devices.

Highlighting that “Semi-
con 2.0 will have six pillars.
The first pillar_will be the
design of chips”; Informa-
tion and Broadcasting
(I&B) Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said the pro-
gramme will focus on de-
sign, development and
production of indigenous
chips. “We will be self-re-
liant in the production of
indigenous chips by the
end of this programme,”
the minister said.

The government had al-
located ¥76,000 crore for
the first _edition, under
which it had appr 2
projects_with_cumulative
investments F
1.64 lakh crore.

The majority of the in-
vestment in the sector has
come _from _technology
firm Tata Electronics and
f UCTor arm.

Mobile manufacturing

The Cabinet also approved
an outlay of ¥62,500 crore
for_the MPMS, aimed at
building Indian brands to
achieve technological so-
vereignty and scale up lo-
cal mobile production to
capture the significant eco-
nomic value, and create In-
dian patents in design and

. .
Big ticket
The Cabinet Committee
on Economic Affairs
chaired by PM Modi,
cleared several projects
across sectors

New National Investment

NHAI project under Hybrid Annuity
Model to include a 43.218-km
corridor linking NH-31 with Varanasi
Ring Road for ¥10,998.32 crore;

2 46.039-km corridor
connecting NH-19
with the ring road at

/ ¥14,447.64 crore

¥1.27 lakh crore for

v

Policy for Urea (NIPU- Semicon 2.0 through ~
2026) to set up 8-9 new which ¥4 lakh crore ‘.‘
gas-based plants with investments, D o
a production capacity of production worth N ]
10 MT to make the ¥2 lakh crore are w
country self-reliant a expected

research and
development.

“The scheme provides
incentive support on eligi-
ble sales for manufacturing
of mobile phones in India
ing_from 2.25% to 5%.
Scheme also provides addi-
tional incentive of up to
1.5% linked to domestic
sourcing_of ke% compo-
nents/sub-assemblies. For
building Indian brands, an
additional incentive at 3%
on eligible sales for design
and R&D of the product,”
an official release said.

During the scheme te-
nure, the cumulative mo-

The scheme is also expect-

[ o]
brands, scaling up local production

¥62,500 crore for
mobile phone

manufacturing scheme,
aimed at building Indian

contributing to economic
growth, the release added.

Highways
The highway projects, to
be implemented by the Na-
tional Highways Authority
of India (NHAI) under the
Hybrid Annuity Model
(HAM), include a 43.218 ki-
lometre (km)corridor link-

at a cost of ¥14,447.64
crore. The NH-19 project
will feature a six-lane ele-
vated carriageway, a cable-
stayed bridge, an extra-
dosed foot over bridge-
cum-major bridge, loops,
ramps, link roads and ser-
vice roads. The NH-31 cor-
ridor will comprise a pre-

dominantly elevated four
and six lane carriageway
with flyovers, loops, ramps
and service roads.

Designed for operating
speeds of 80-100 kmph,
the projects are expected
to significantly reduce tra-
vel times across the city.
The NH-19 corridor will cut
travel time between NH-19
and Kashi Railway Station
from around 50 minutes to
25 minutes, while the
NH-31 project will halve the
journey between NH-31
and Kashi Railway Station
from 40 minutes to 20 mi-
nutes. The government
said the corridors are part
of the Varanasi Deconges-
tion Plan and aligned with
the PM Gati Shakti National
Master Plan.

Urea demand
The Cabinet also approved

ment framework, which
assumes significance as it
will encourage new invest-
ments in the sector, is an
extension of the 2012 New
Investment Policy (NIP)
with revisions.

Mr. Vaishnaw said the

Key changes compared
with NIP 2012 include the
separation of fixed and va-
riable costs for greater
transparency, the intro-
duction of a viable return
on equity (RoE) band with
a floor at 12% and a ceiling
at 16%, and mitigation of
foreign exchange risk
through conversion of
fixed costs into the rupee
after four years based on
prevailing exchange rates.

“These measures are es-
timated to result in savings
of over ¥250 crore for each
plant established under NI-
PU-2026 compared with
NIP-2012,” the Fertilizers
Ministry said.

The minister said the
country imports 10 million
tons of urea to meet the
domestic shortages. The
annual domestic produc-
tion is around 30 million
tons against the require-
ment of 40 million tons.

The objective of the new
policy is to become self-re-
liant in urea amid a rise in
demand due to a change in
cropping  patterns, in-
creased sowing area and
record production.

“The incentive under
the policy will be the same
for private, government
and cooperative projects,”
Vaishnav said.

Under the 2012 NIP,
which expired in October
2019, six new urea units
were set up, including four
through joint venture firms
of nominated public sector
undertaking, and two units
by private companies.



Export gains

India’s trade weaknesses are becoming

episodic. its strengths structural

ndia’s trade data for June offers insights into
l how the country is weathering the West Asia
crisis and the prospect of a deficient mon-

soon. The fact that the trade deficit jumped 430%
inJune would seem alarming. However, a deeper

look at the composition of this deficit should ease
a lot of that alarm. The bulk of the increase in the
deficitwas ducto the sharp increasein merchan-
dise importsin lune. And within this, it was led

by crude, gold, fertilizers and electronic goods.

persists. The doubling of goldimport duties in
? 1 also e Y

Wlth Indla S natural gas supphes hlt due to the

The only one of these categorlest at has seen im-

ports rise shatply due to domestic factors is the
electronic goods segment. As India’s electronics

manufacturing and assembly grow, more parts
are going to come from abroad to fuel this engine.
The government is encouraging this, as seen in its

decision last week to remove the basic customs

dutx on imgorted parts in the manufacture of dis-
| Dlies Tubiuims I g :
coil modules. These are essential if India wants to

hnmﬁanmnf.hagh.end.demnmcs

ing ahead, the attempt should also be to manu-
facture as many of these inputs locally so that
these supply chains can be made truly secure.

The good news igthatlndiasmerchandise ox-
poits have put on dstroig showing, notouly m
luile 2020, but tiivughout die liist Guaiier of
200697 Merchond FEOATY
and by an even quicker 16% in Q1. This was not
simply a buoyancy granted by costly petroleum
exports, either. Non-petroleum exports grew by a
robust 16.5% in June and 12.4% in Ql. This is al-
most precisely the duration of the West Asia cri-

sis. Thedata show that India’s exports to overy
tegion of the world except West Asia grew in Ql,
and that a large portion of export growth was in
volume terms as well as in value. Indian expor-
ters are to be commended for diversifying so
quickly. Service exports, however, grew only
2.9% in June and 6.2% in Ql. As Chief Economic
Adviser V. Anantha Nageswaran has warned, suc-
cess in areas such as Global Capability Centres
should not be considered an end in itself — there
is still far to go, and complacency will rob India of
its advantage in this area.
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Ravi Dutta Mishra
New Delhi, July 15
AMID A fracturing world trade order,the
India-UK free trade agreement (ETA) came
into effect on Wednesday. The deal; negoti-
ated over four years and markediby major
political volatility in Loriden, is India's first
comprehensive dealywithya developed
country. The dealdaid theframework for In-
dia’s negotiationswith the European Union.
With the deal, India’s labour-intensive
goods exports, such as textiles, footwear
and gems and jewellery, could get a boost.
Indian consumers can access British cars,
scotchand chocolates at lower prices. India
hasreduced tariffs on around 90% of prod-
ucts and the UK has eliminated tariffs on
99% of Indian exports.

Changes for consumers
Forthe first time, India has given major

ual quota for British cars starts at 20,000

India has also given major concessions

based thinktank Global Trade Research In-
itiative (GTRI), this isa major concessionas
India is one of the world’s largest and fast-
est-growing spirits markets and the UK is

thereby boosting exports. India’s gems &

Customs changes

For the first time in an FTA, India has
allowed asystem of self-declaration of ori-
gin by exportersor producersin the United
Kingdom, replacing the conventional sys-
tem of certificates issued by designated

Morechoices,
lower prices

@ Indian consumers
canaccess British
cars, scotchand
chocolates at lower
prices.

® Tariffs for British
beautyand cos-
metics and sports
equipment have also
been removed or
reduced.

authorities, which often causes delays and
hurdles. Expertssaid this could become the
custom norm for exporters in developed
countries such as the EU and US, making it
comparatively easier for them to ship
goodsto India.

This customs change comes as India is
also aiming to reduce its dependence on
Chinese and Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) exporters.

India’s dependence on Chinese medical
devices has been a concern. Now, New
Delhi has removed up to 14% tariffs on the
UK’s medical devices, with phased tariff re-
ductions for some sensitive items.

Quota on steel exports

Commerce Secretary Rajesh Agarwal at
apressbriefingsaid quotasallocated by the

Concessions for professionals

The Commerce and Industry Ministry
said that the deal on social security con-
tributions would benefit 75,000 Indian Pro-
fessionals and around 900 firms by provid-
ing exemption from contribution to UK
National Insurance for five years. It covers
the most important element of avoiding
double contribution, exempting em-
ployees of Indian companies in the UK
from contributing to the UK system.

The challenges
A commerce and industry ministry of-

developing nations. However, Indiadid not

get an exempti sed
Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (a

ricing frameworkto car-
bon-intensive goods face a carhan cost

comparable to domestic prod , which
come into effect from January 1 next year.




