TRUMP U-TURN: NO HORMUZ TRANSITFEE, WANT TRADE, INVESTMENT DEALS INSTEAD

AnotherIndian killed as Iran
hits UAE tankers in Hormuz

Dashboard to monitor
seafarers, liaison officers
for families, says Govt

MEA summens
Iran’s deputy
chief of mission,
lodges protest

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, July 14

Avessel at the Strait of Hormuz,
as seen from Oman, Tuesday.
reuters RELATED REPORTS, P16
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WITH ANOTHER Indian sea-
farer beingKkilled in the US-Iran
conflict, the Centre on Tuesday
ordered a series of measures,
including an operational dash-
board to track every Indian on
every vessel —regardless of the
country it belongs to — and a
dedicated liaison officer for
every seafarer who is killed or
injured, to act as the “single

point of contact” for the af-
fected family.

Thedecisions were taken at
an inter-ministerial meeting
chaired by Sarbananda Sono-
wal, Union Minister of Ports,
Shipping and Waterways, soon
afterthe fresh attacks on two oil
tankers with Indian crew on
Tuesday.

According to sources in the
ministry, nine Indian seafarers
have'died, one is presumed
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Another Indian killed

out waves of attacks for the third
night in a row after Tehran said
it had closed the strait, promp-
ting Trump on Monday to rein-
state a blockade of Iranian ship-
ping and propose the fee.

But just a little under five
hours before the fee had been
due to come into effect, Trump
said the strait was open toall
shipping traffic except that of
Iran. “Based on highly produc-
tive conversationswith Middle
East leadership; I have decided
toreplace the 20% United States
reimburSement fee with trade
and investment deals that the
various Gulf states will be mak-
ing into the United States,” he
said in a post on Truth Social.)

Condemning Tuesday’s at-
tacks, India called for an im-
mediate cessation of violence,
particularly the targeting of
commercial shipping and civil-
ian infrastructure, and restora-
tion of “free and unimpeded
navigation and commerce
through international water-
waysin the region”.

Theincidentcame days after
anIndianseafarer went missing
asaCyprus-flagged ship transit-
ingthe Strait of Hormuz wastar-
geted by Iran on Sunday. On

Tuesday, his familyin Pune said
his death had been confirmed.

“Indiaisdeeply concerned
by theattacks on two vessels, MT
AlFBahiyah and MT Mombasa,
during their transit through the
Strait of Hormuz today,” the
MEA said in a statement.

It said of the'total 46'crew
members on the two vessels, 30
were Indians. “Of the 12 Indian
nationals onboard MT Al Ba-
hiyah, one has tragically lost his
life and another has been in-
jared,” the MEA said. “Of the 18
Indian nationals onboard MT
Mombasa, nine have sustained
injuries, including two who are
reported tobe seriously injured,”
itsaid.

(Agencies add:The defence
ministry of the UAE said on so-
cial media that MT Mombasa
and MT Al Bahiyah were “tar-
geted by two Iranian cruise mis-
siles while transiting the south-
ern shipping lane of the Strait of
Hormuz, within Omani terri-
torial waters”. Abu Dhabi Na-
tional Oil Company’s shipping
arm ADNOC L&S said the
vessels had sustained “signifi-

cant damaie”.

Ministry of Defence.
In its statement on Tuesday,
the MEA said: “The Deputy
Chiefof Mission of the Embassy
of Iran in New Delhi was sum-
moned this morning by the Min-
istry of External Affairs and a
strong protest against these at-
tacks was lodged with him."

“Westrongly condemn these
attacks and acts of violence tar-
geting seafarers and disrupting
free and safe navigation through
international waterways like the
Strait of Hormuz,” it said.

On the situation in the Strait
of Hormuz, MEA's official spo-
kesperson Randhir Jaiswal said
at the weekly briefing on Tues-



India blames Pakistan
for protests in POK,
seeks accountability

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

On Monday, eight prot-
ests were reportedly held
and fresh clashes in Sudh-
noti and Mathiyal Mera in
PoK resulted in casualties,
as per Indian agencies.

Responding to a query
at a press briefing on Tues-
day, External Affairs Minis-
try spokesperson Randhir

the legitimate grievances

of the local population, the
Pakistani state has res-
ponded with excessive pol-
ice brutality, including
against helpless women
and children, blocking es-
sential supplies, including
of food and medicine, en-
forcing Internet blackouts
and deploying lethal force
against unarmed civilians
that has led to tragic fatali-
ties,” he said.
“WLax.p.ﬂct_a.n.d_h.Q.pe
that the in
munity will hold Paklstan
folly accountable for these
egregious abuses and mis-
deeds,” said Mr. Jaiswal.
The JAAC’s call for a
long march to Muzaffara-
bad on July 15 follows the
expiry of its ultimatum to
the Pakistan government
over the release of de-
tained leaders and acti-
vists, implementation of its
38-point charter of de-
mands, and an end to the
ongoing “security crack-
down”.




‘Gold standard’ India-U.K. trade
deal is coming into effect today

Commerce Secretary describes pact as one of the ‘most ambitious and aspirational free trade agreements’ signed by the

country; he adds that it will benefit farmers, fisherfolk; officials in UK. welcome deal and highlight its multi-sectoral impact

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan

NEW DELHI

merce Secretary Rajesh
Agrawal said on Tuesday.

“This is one of the first

free trade agreements
(FTAs) of its kind, which es-
tablishes a future-oriented
economic architecture bet-
ween two major econo-
mies of the world,” Mr.
Agrawal said at a press
briefing. “This is also one
of the most ambitious and
aspirational FTAs of India,
which we are operationa-

lisini as till date.”

Termasof trade

The India-U.K. Comprehensive Economic and Trade
Agreement (CETA) and Double Contribution Convention (DCC)
are set to come into force on Wednesday

= Under the CETA, the U.K will
immediately eliminate tariffs on
96.8% of its tariff lines, accounting for
97.7% of the trade value

= India has protected
sensitive sectors
such as dairy, cereals,
pulses, vegetables,
gold and jewellery,
smartphones, and
critical polymers

= India willimmediately eliminate
tariffs on 30.3% of the trade value,
with 47% more seeing tariffs

ehmmated ina phased manner

= The DCC will exempt Indian
workers and their employers
from paying social security
contributions in the

U.K. for 5 years if
contributions are

being made in India

4’)

value.

Officials in the U.K. ha;le
also welcomed the deal,

highlighting a multi-secto-

ral impact. “For the City of

London, the agreement
provides a strong platform
to unlock even greater col-
laboration in financial and
professional services, insu-
rance, fintech, sustainable
finance and infrastructure
investment,” Chris Hay-
ward, Policy Chairman of
the City of London Corpo-
ration, told The Hindu.

“As India continues its
remarkable economic
growth story, London
stands ready to support
the mobilisation of global
capital and expertise need-
ed to help deliver those
goals,” he added.

Mr. Agrawal said that
the 30 chapters across
which negotiations have ta-
ken place under this pact
extend beyond conven-
tional tariff liberalisation to
cover digital trade, govern-
ment procurement, SMEs,
innovation, labour, envi-
ronment, and gender.

‘Game changer’
On the DCC, he said that

the agreement was a
“game changer” for India’s
services sector and skilled
workforce. “I

He said that the DCC will
ensure that workers will
not need to pay double
contributions towards

their social security. That
is, if they are paying social
security in India, then they
will not have to pay it in the
U.K. as well for a period of
five years.

According to Mr. A,

(With inputs from Sriram
Lakshman in London)




India bans import of goods

made using forced labour
amid pending U.S. probe

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan

NEW DELHI

Ministry of Commerce and
Industry said in its notifica-
tion. It added that the Un-
ion government may, from
time to time, specify the
goods whose import shall
be prohibited under this
paragraph.

“The procedure for con-
ducting an enquiry by the
Director General of Fo-
reign Trade into the use of
forced labour in the pro-
duction of such goods shall
be as prescribed in the
Handbook of Procedures,

The govt. said it may,
from time to time,
specify the goods
whose import shall
be prohibited

Commerce
Rajesh Agrawal confirmed
on Monday that India had
made its submissions to
the U.S. on the matter and
protested the tariffs.

Secretary

actor In esta-

ne key
blishing this comparative
advantage is to see what ta-
riffs the U.S. plans to levy

under its various investiga-

According to the notifi-
cation by the Commerce
Ministry, “forced labour”
means “all work or service
which is exacted from any
person under the menace
of any penalty and for
which the said person has
not offered himself volun-
tarily, as defined under the
ILO Forced Labour Con-
vention, 1930 (No. 29)”.
According to Manoj Mis-
hra, Partner and Tax Con-
troversy Management
Leader, Grant Thornton
Bharat, the introduction of
a prohibition on imports of
goods produced through
forced labour marks a sig-
nificant policy shift in In-
dia’s trade framework.




Two-way bilateral trade was up to $91.72 bn after six months, a 23.6% rise

from last year; on track to surpass record $15562 bn figure from 2025

Ananth Krishnan

Trade deficit

India’s official data on
Monday showed the over-
all trade deficit in the
month of June 2026 rose
over fourfold year-on-year
to $15.3 billion in June
2026, on the back of high
growth in merchandise im-
ports and a rise in the va-
lue of crude oil, electronics
and gold imports.

Indian officials are less
concerned by the quantum
of the trade deficit with
China than by the nature of
the basket of goods. India
imports not only large
quantities of finished elec-
tronics and other equip-
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Obviously, we would like
to be able to export
more to China. This is
nothing unreasonable
about suggesting that

VIKRAM DORAISWAMI,
India’s Ambassador to China

ment from China, but also
intermediates that are
needed for Indian manu-
facturing and fuel India’s
own exports. Awparticular
concern is the nature of In-
dia’s exports to China,
as organic chemicals, ores

Earlier this month, In-
dia’s Ambassador to China
Vikram Doraiswami
pitched for greater Indian
exports to China, especial-
ly in areas where India is
globally competitive such
as pharmaceuticals. “Ob-
viously, we would like to be

Chinese checkers: India is less concerned by the quantum of trade
deficit with China than by the nature of the basket of goods. REUTERS
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able to export more to Chi-
na. This is nothing unrea-
sonable about suggesting
that,” he said, speaking at
the World Peace Forum, an
annual foreign policy fo-
rum in Beijing.

“How do we find ways in
which India and China can
be connected, with a wi-
dening basket of goods that
both sides can provide
each other, but also a sense
that reasonable mechan-
isms to protect consumers
can be applied in a way
that enables India also to
export more of the goods
that it can export elsewh-
ere in the world also to Chi-




As Wangchuk’s condition
deteriorates, leaders urge
him to end hunger strike

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

8I5K8] the Cockroach Janta

Party said on
Tuesday.

A growing chorus of Op-
position voices urged Mr.
Wangchuk, 59, to end his
fast. Actors Naseeruddin
Shah and Ratna Pathak
Shah; economist Jayati
Ghosh; writer Arundhati
Roy; and multiple Profes-
sors from Jawaharlal Nehru
University, either sent in a
written petition or showed
up in person to appeal to
Mr. Wangchuk.

In separate posts on so-
cial media platform X, Sa-
majwadi Party president
Akhilesh Yadav and Trina-
mool Congress MP Mahua
Moitra too appealed to Mr.
Wangchuk to end his fast.

(CJP)

Life in peril: Doctors attending to activist Sonam Wangchuk on
Tuesday. He has been on an indefinite hunger strike for 17 days. PTI

Former West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
spoke with Mr. Wangchuk
over telephone and “urged
him to stay strong”, CJP
founder Abhijeet Dipke
said.

Mr. Dipke said that on
Tuesday morning Mr.
Wangchuk rebuffed calls to

Three student members
of the All India Students’
Association (AISA), affiliat-
ed to the Communist Party
of India (Marxist-Leninist)

Liberation, ended their
fast, with one being hospi-
talised on Monday. Three

other students, however,
are still fasting.

Call to political leaders

The CJP invited the Leader
of the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi,
to the protest, along with
19 other leaders, including
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
C. Joseph Vijay. Most of
them have not spoken on
the protest.



Over 1,000, mostly burcaucrats,
apply for Ram Mandir CEO post

Maulshree Seth
Lucknow, July 14

OVER 1,000 people from across
the country have applied for
the post of Chief Executive Of-
ficer (CEO) of the Ram Mandir,
with retired bureaugrats demi-
nating the list of applicants.

Applications’poured into
the official email address of the
selection committee within 24
hours of the recruitment notifi-
cation beingissued on Monday.

The Shri Ram Janmbhoomi
Teerth Kshetra constituted the
three-member committee to
identify a new CEO, who will
oversee the day-to-day man-
agement of the temple trust,
amid the ongoing controversy
over the alleged theft of dona-
tions at the temple.

With July 18 being the dead-
line for applications, the selec-
tion committee has decided to
appoint a secretary to help
them segregate the applica-
tions based on the eligibility

criteria decided by them.

“Within a few hours of is-
suing the notification, we re-
ceived around 750 applications
on the first day. Given the re-
sponse in less than 24 hours, we
expect the number to run into
thousands by the July 18 dead-
line. We, therefore, need a sec-
retary to compile and scrutinise
the applications based on the
prescribed criteria,” a member
of the selection committee told
The Indian Express.

He added that the commit-
teewillmeet on July 19 to begin
scrutinising the applications
and schedule interviews.

Sourcessaid the secretary is
likely to be a retired officer.

Among those who have
publicly confirmed applying is
former IPS officer and social ac-
tivist Amitabh Thakur (58).
“Finding myself suitable under
the criteria laid down by the
Ram Janmabhoomi Trust for
the post of CEO, I have sub-
mitted my application,” he said.
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Given the high response of applications, the selection committee
expect the number to run into thousands by July 18 deadline. FiLe

Thakur, who has courted
controversy in the past, was ar-
rested by the Lucknow Police
last year in connection with a
case of alleged fraud to secure
anindustrial plotin Deoria dis-
trictin1999.

The committee comprises
retired Supreme Court judge
Justice Pramod Kohli, retired
Lieutenant General Vishnu-

kant Chaturvedi, and retired
nuclear scientist and former
chairperson of the Shri Saibaba
Sansthan Trust in Shirdi Suresh
Haware.

On Monday, the committee
laid down the eligibility criteria:
Applicants must be between 50
and 70years of age, have atleast
20 years of administrative ex-
perience, and be willing to

reside in Ayodhya.

In a key eligibility condi-
tion, it said the applicant must
be a “practising Hindu” with
“devotion to Lord Ram” and
should be proficient in both
Hindi and English.

Sources said the applica-
tions include a significant
number of retired bureaucrats,
some of whom have experience
of working in managerial posi-
tions in religious places.

After scrutiny, sources said
candidates well suited to the
rolewill be called forinterviews
ordiscussions. Considering the
seniority of the candidates, the
panel will be open to online in-
terviews, if required, buta final
call will be taken after the July
19 meeting.

The Trust is also scheduled
to meet on July 22 by which
time the selection committee is
expected to present its prog-
ress. The next meeting of the
selection committee islikely to
bein Delhi.



NASA astronaut Anil Menon embarks on
8-month stint to International Space Station

European Space Agency
astronaut Sophie Adenot,
and Roscosmos cosmo-
nauts Sergey Kud-Sverch-
kov, Sergei Mikaev, and An-
drey Fedyaev.

Mr. Menon, Mr. Dubrov
and Ms. Kikina's mission
will last about eight
months, and they are sche-
duled to return to Earth in

Press Trust of India
WASHINGTON

April 2027.
A Soyuz 2.1a booster rocket with the Soyuz MS-29 spacecraft blasts Mr. Menon’s father, K.P.
off to the ISS from Baikonur cosmodrome in Kazakhstan. AFp Shankaran Menon, hails
from Ottapalam in Kerala’s
cally dock to the Prichal according to NASA. Palakkad district.
He is the great-grandson

of former Indian National
Congress chief Sir C. San-
karan Nair.

After a two-orbit, three-
hour trip to the station, the
spacecraft will automati-




U.S. hits Iran and Tehran retaliates
across West Asia; 3 tankers struck

The US. Central Command-says it hit several areas in Iran, targeting ‘coastal defence systems, missile and drone sites and

maritime capabilities’; Tehran responded with attacks on Bahrain, Jordan and three tankers that travelled through Hormuz

Associated Press
DUBAI

he U.S.launched
T strikes.on Iran ear-
ly on. Tuesday,

hours after President Do-
nald Trump vowed to rein-
state an American block-
ade of Iranian ports and
charge ships for safe pas-
sage through the Strait of
Hormuz. Iran responded
with attacks on West Asia
allies of the U.S.

The focus of the conflict
now is the Strait of Hor-
muz. Iran effectively shut
the passage during the war
by attacking and threaten-
ing ships. It sent the price
of oil, fertilizer and other
goods soaring at a time
when world leaders were

An explosion at Bandar Abbas Naval Base in Iran, as three Corsair
unmanned surface vessels fired by the U.S. military, hit the port. Ap

already struggling to ad-
dress rising costs.

An interim deal signed
by the U.S. and Iran was
supposed to reopen the
waterway, but Iran has at-
tacked ships moving

through the strait on a
route overseen by the U.S.
military. The U.S. has now
threatened to reopen the
strait by force .

The U.S. military’s Cen-
tral Command said it

struck several areas in
Iran, targeting “coastal de-
fence systems, missile and
drone sites and maritime
capabilities.”

Heavy cost

“These strikes will conti-
nue imposing a heavy cost
on Iranian forces and de-
grade their ability to attack
innocent civilians and
commercial shipping in
the Strait of Hormuz,” the
U.S. military said.

Iran responded with at-
tacks targeting Bahrain,
Jordan and three tankers
that travelled through the
strait.

Two of the ships were
associated with the UAE
and were set ablaze for a
time. The Emirati Defence

Ministry said the attack on
the tankers Mombasa and
Al Bahiyah killed one ma-
riner and wounded eight
others. The Emirates
threatened to retaliate.

Dutch shipping firm
Stolt Tankers said that one
of its ships came under at-
tack. The attack on the
Stolt Magnesium off Oman
sparked a fire in the engine
room, but the company
said all the mariners were
safe.

Iran’s paramilitary Re-
volutionary Guard said the
Mombasa and Al Bahiyah
“ignored repeated warn-
ings” Iran has targeted
ships that use a route
through the strait that
passes near Oman outside
of its territorial waters.



Trump backs down over
20% levy on Hormuz ships

Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

to re-
place the 20% United
States Reimbursement Fee
with Trade and Investment
Deals that the various Gulf
States will be making into
the United States,” Mr.
Trump said on his Truth
Social network.

“l have decide

Donald Trump

- Iran’s military com-

The U.S. leader said he
would continue with a
“FULL Blockade” on ships
coming to and from Ira-
nian ports but only on
Ships coming to and from
Iranian ports, or carrying
anything have to do with
Iranian cargo.

mand had insisted it would
not allow the United States
to “interfere” in the strait,
while also warning its Gulf
neighbours — who have
borne the brunt of its reta-
liatory attacks — against
cooperating with Washing-
ton.
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The official told rector
Gergely Deli that Ludovika Uni-
versity of Public Service should
hold a climate change confer-
ence and invite an unlikely
guest: Mahmoud Ahmadine-
jad, the widely reviled former
president of Iran.

Evenmore surprising was
the reason. The official said the
conference would serve as a
front for Ahmadinejad to
holdsecretdiscussionsin
Budapest with Israeli in-
telligenceoperatives, de-
spite his long-standing
hostility toward Israel.

Deli knew the invita-
tion could tarnish both his rep-
utation and that of the univer-
sity. But, he said, he believed he
mightbe helping save lives.

“You have two enemies, and
if these enemies want to talk
with each other, thenit’sbestto
do what you can to make them

EQ

talk,” he said. Ahmadinejad’s
2024 visit to the university and
another the following year were
part of a yearslong Is-
raeli effort to groom
him as an intelligence
asset who, when the
time came, could be in-
stalled as Iran’s new
leader, according to US
and Iranian officials familiar
with the operation.

Mahmoud Ahmadinejad

ward, they said, Mossad notified
the CIA it had established con-
tact with him.

Inrecent years, according to
US officials, Israel secretly paid
Ahmadinejad for housing and

travel, while Israeli operatives
met him abroad several times,
including during his Budapest
visits. The effort culminated in
late February this year, during
the first days of the US-Israeli
waronIran, with anoperationto
relocate former leader, who had
been living under strict surveil-
lance in Tehran. The plan failed.

On February 28, an Israeli
airstrike hit Ahmadinejad’s
compound, targeting hisbody-
guards’ building and armored
vehicle. Afterward, according
to four senior Iranian officials,
a black Peugeot arrived and
whisked him away.

US and Iranian officials said
Mossad operatives drove Ahma-
dinejad to a safe house in Iran.
But he became disillusioned
with theIsraeli planand later left
underunclear circumstances.

He reappeared on July 6 at
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei’s fu-
neral. Four senior Iranian offi-
cialssaid heis nowunderhouse
arrest by the Revolutionary
Guard’sintelligence wing.

Israeli officials have not com-
mented publicly about the plan
toinstall Ahmadinejad as Iran’s
leader, which was part of a
broader attempt to topple the
governmentin Tehran.  NYT



