KERALA ONLY MAJOR STATE LAGGING BEHIND, BUT NOT OPPOSED

Boost for labour reforms as
West Bengal on board now

RaviDutta Mishra &
Aanchal Magazine
New Delhi, July 10

Opposition-ruled state Ke-
rala is now the only major state
that still remains out of theloop
on the new labour codes axd is
yet to notify the rules, a'senior
government official§aid. How-
ever, Kerala is “hot against” the
implementatiofrbut is moving
slowly in fermalising the process
for rollout of the four labour
codes, the official added.

With the Congress-led UDF
replacing the CPI(M)-led LDF
government in Kerala, the offi-
cial said the change in govern-
mentcould open the door some-
what as the stateis “not against”
the implementation of the la-
bour codes and will open up to
the benefits of the codes.

mentation of the new rules has
been discussed with the states.
The Centre has assured the
states that it will resolve all
queries,” the official said.

The official pointed out that
Karnataka, despite beingan Op-
position-ruled state, has ac-
cepted the codes and prepared
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cember last year, the Ministry of
Labour and Employment, ina
written response, had said that
states/ Union Territories are still
in the process of finalising the
rules, adding that 34 of the 36
states and Union Territories
(UTs) had finalised the rules for
the Code on Wages, Code on So-
cial Security and Industrial Re-
lations Code.

Last December, Congress
president Mallikarjun Kharge
had also opposed the codes, say-
ing they pose a threat to job se-
curity as the threshold for requi-
ring prior government approval
for layoffs had been raised from
100 to 300 workers, adding that
companies would hire short-
term workers to avoid giving
benefits to long-term workers.

* ROADAHEAD

WEST BENGAL, which lagged
behind in framing the draft
rules for the four labour codes,
is getting ready to roll them
out after the BJP government
came to power

OPPOSITION-RULED Keralais
now the only major state that still
remains out of the loop on the new
labour codes and is yet to notify
therules. However, the state is
“not against” the implementation

THE CENTRE had notified the
four labour codes in November
2025. In December last year, the
government had told that 34 of
the 36 states and UTs had final-
ised the rules for the Code on
Wages, Code on Social Security
and Industrial Relations Code.
L ——— ]

The Code on Wages seeks to
redefine the break-up of wages
toincrease the share of the basic
pay component — to enable
higher provision for social secur-
ity, especially in the service sec-
tor.The codes also aimto expand
the social security provisions for
oig workers.

under the concurrent list of the
Constitution. Hence, both the
Centre and states are em-
powered to make rules. But in
the event of a conflict between
state and central laws, central
legislation generally takes
precedence, unless the state’s
law has obtained presidential as-
sent. FULLREPORTON
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Indian mission in-touch with Sri Lanka prison
riot victim’s family; investigation under way

Meera Srinivasan
COLOMBO

sources told The Hindu on
Friday. However, neither
the Sri Lankan nor Indian
authorities have officially
commented on the
development.

The victim, Sarathchan-
dran U., 73, was killed in
the deadly clashes that
broke out in a prison in Ne-
gombo, located about 35
km north of Colombo and
adjoining the Bandara-
naike International Air-
port, on July 6. A total of 28
persons, including eight

Security personnel escort prisoners to a bus at Negombo Prison on
the outskirts of Colombo following clashes between inmates. AFP

prison officers, were killed
in the riots, one of the
most violent episodes wit-
nessed in Sri Lankan pri-
sons. Over 100 inmates
were injured. Soon after
the riots, authorities
moved over 1,000 prison-
ers, including some Indian
nationals in custody, from

Negombo to other prisons
across the island.

While the Indian inmate
is said to have hailed from
Kerala, relatives in his na-
tive village earlier told The
Hindu that he had moved
to Chennai over four de-
cades ago, maintaining no
contact with his village.

“His family prefers to keep
details of imprisonment
and the circumstances of
his death private,” an offi-
cial source said. Sources
confirmed that the Indian
mission had sent a note
verbale to Sri Lanka’s Mi-
nistry of Foreign Affairs on
learning about the Indian
prisoner’s death.

According to initial in-
vestigations, the riots were
triggered after rival gangs
clashed over some mem-
bers tipping off prison
authorities about a drug
operation on the premises.

Rights defenders have
long flagged chronic over-
crowding in Sri Lankan
prisons.

Amid long-standing con-
cerns about severe over-
crowding in prisons, the
Anura Kumara Dissa-

nayake administration has
decided to expand its pri-
son capacity, including at
an old hospital facility, to
manage the crisis. Official
data show that Sri Lanka
houses around 42,000 in-
mates across its 22 prisons,
with drug-related offences
accounting for about two-
thirds of the prison popu-
lation.

Meanwhile, the Human
Rights Commission of Sri
Lanka has launched an in-
vestigation into the vio-
lence at Negombo Prison.
The government has ap-
pointed a committee head-
ed by a retired judge of the
Supreme Court to carry
out an investigation into
the incident, while the Pol-
ice Criminal Investigation
Department, too, is pursu-
ing a probe.



Sheikh Hasina plans
Bangladesh return
in Dec, says may get
arrested or killed

KrishnaNDas
New Delhi, July 10
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HasSina, 78
said in the neatly hour-long
telephone jaterview late on
Thugsday atid into Friday.

. she said.
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@aSSHedy Hasina, who has

fielded written questions from
newsoutlets but not previously
given an interview during her
exile, said she has not consulted
with any foreign government
on whether or when to return.

Reuters could not
contact the other party
members or establish where
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Spokespeople for the Bang-
ladesh government did not re-
spond to requests forcomment
on Hasina’s remarks

-
-
.

My party
leaders and
workers are being
subjected to
tremendous
repression. If death
comes, I wantitto
come on my own soil,
where my

parents are buried
and where their
blood was shed

SHEIKH HASINA,
FORMER BANGLADESH PM

"Cases have been filed
againstalmostall of our leaders
and workers, and many of them
areil hiding," Hasina told
Reu¥ers from her exile homein
Delhi. "SoIsaid that this time I
am returning home, and one
day, all of you should come. All
together, we will all surrender
in court.”

ke diciingd ; Seite
for her return or say exactly
when she would surrenderorto
what court. "I believe in justice
and I feel that once proceedings
start, it will be clear to the
people how farcical the courtis
— and that I want to prove it."

Hasina said she has held on-
line meetings covering 125 of
Bangladesh's 300 parliamentary
constituencies as part of efforts
toreorganise the Awami League.
"They may have convicted me,
and I may not be able to contest
elections," she said. "But why
should theysuspend the Awami
League? If we have done badly,
let the people decide."

Hasina fled Bangladesh in
2024 after protests ended her
20 years as prime minister
across multiple terms. The
country'swar-crimes court sen-
tenced her in November to
death in her absence for order-
ing a deadly crackdown on a
student-led uprising. She has
denied the charges from exile.

REUTERS




Catholic body meets Home Minister
Shah, flags concerns over FCRA Bill

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

Cardinal Anthony Poo-
la, Metropolitan Archbish-
op of Hyderabad and CBCI
president, and Anil Couto,
Metropolitan Archbishop
of Delhi, were present at
the meeting.

Rules mandate NGOs to
specify the list of activities
that can be pursued by
them under the five per-

Amit Shah

mitted categories — social,
political, educational, cul-
tural, and religious — and
also state the geographic
area where they would op-

The CBCI said the term
should be omitted as it had
no relevance to the FCRA
activities and without a de-
finition was sure to be mis-

All such compassionate
and charitable activities
are directed only towards
nation-building and public
welfare, and should not be
misinterpreted as acts of
religious conversion,” the
CBCI said.

key changes proposed in
the Bill is the appointment
of a “designated authority”
to take over, manage, or
dispose of assets created
from foreign funds when
an NGO’s FCRA registra-
tion is suspended, can-
celled, or not renewed.
This authority will have the
powers of a civil court and
can order the transfer or
sale of assets owned by
NGOs to either the govern-

ment or any other body.

The CBCI opposed the
provision, stating it could
be applied retrospectively.
Its memorandum said the
takeover of assets should
take effect only after finali-
sation of the process of ad-
judication, including statu-
tory appeal to a regular
court.“Violations of the law
should be differentiated in-
to minor and major. Tech-
nical violations or that of
meagre financial value
should be treated as minor
and should not attract the
major penalty of cancella-
tion of registration / rene-
wal or confiscation / cessa-
tion of assets,” it said.

Reacting to the meeting,
Congress general secretary
K.C. Venugopal took to X,
stating, “In typical BJP
fashion, HM Amit Shah has
lied to the CBCI about
FCRA and is wrongly de-
flecting blame to hide his
government’s culpability
in weaponising the FCRA
laws.”




Couple arrested in
Manipur over killing
of six Naga persons

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

In a statement, the pol-
ice said. Pradip and his
wife, Ayingbi, alias Man-
gaih, were arrested from
Leilon Vaiphei village in
the Kuki-dominated Kang-
pokpi district early in the
morning. Both are resi-
dents of the village, located
less than 30 km northwest
of the State’s capital,
Imphal.

“They were identified
by the families of the vic-
tims. [Their involvement
was] also established in the
NIA evidence,” Manipur’s
Director-General of Police,
Mukesh Singh, said. The
police said they had car-
ried out search-and-sei-
zure procedures, while le-
gal formalities were under

The six were among 48 people
abducted after an ambush in
Kangpokpi district on May 13.

Thadou community in
Kangpokpi district on May
13. Eighteen of the 20 Na-
gas were abducted from
Leilon Vaiphei village.

The Thadous are divid-
ed over their ethnic affilia-
tion to the Kuki group.

The Kuki abductors re-
leased 14 Nagas and the Na-
ga abductors released 14
Kukis in a hostage ex-
change deal on May 13.
Among the Nagas released
were the 12 abducted from
Leilon Vaiphei.




India lays out tarifts and quotas
for UK. vehicles under trade deal

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Indian gevernment
has released the list of quo-
tas and tariffs.for automo-
bile imports from the Unit-
ed Kingdom under the
trade deal between the two
countries.

The India-U.K. Compre-
hensive Economic and
Trade Agreement (CETA)
will come into force on July
15. As per the Directorate
General of Foreign Trade’s
notification, a total of
20,000 completely built
units (CBUs) of petrol and
diesel passenger vehicles
will be allowed for import
from the U.K. at conces-
sional rates of 30-50%, de-

pending on the size of the
car, down from the normal
import duty of between
66-110%.

This quota will increase
to 37,000 cars by year five
ofvtherdealy which is also
when the concessional ta-

riff will settle at 10% and re-
main there.
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Similarly, the notifica-
tion also lays out the quo-
tas and tariffs for electric
vehicles (EVs), hybrids,
and hydrogen-based pas-
senger vehicles.

Basis for gradations
While the gradations for
the conventional fuel pas-
senger vehicles are made
on the basis of engine size,
the gradations for these al-
ternate fuel vehicles are on
the basis of cost.




SC pulls up Maharashtra govt. over
disturbing’ delays in criminal trials

Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day observed that it was
“disturbing” that the Mah-
arashtra government tou-
tinely opposed bail appli-
cations “tooth andnail”
but failed to discharge its
obligation of ensuring that
criminal trials. were con-
ducted without undue de-
lay.

The court directed the
State to apprise it of any
specific policy or mechan-
ism in place to address de-
lays in the conduct of cri-
minal trials.

A Bench comprising Jus-
tices Ahsanuddin Amanul-
lah and Sheel Nagu was
hearing an appeal filed by
a foreign national challeng-
ing a Bombay High Court
order rejecting his bail ap-
plication in a case involv-
ing charges of murder and
rioting. The Bench noted
that he had remained in
custody for over four

years, during which only
two of the 45 prosecution

witnesses had been
examined.

Counsel appearing for
the Maharashtra govern-
ment told the Bench that
“substantial progress” had
since been made in the
trial. “These are old mat-
ters. I can say that we are
now improving... I know it
is our fault, and we are try-
ing to improve,” he
submitted.

Justice Amanullah, ho-
wever, expressed serious
reservations about the

slow pace of the trial. He

pointed out that the Maha-
rashtra government had
repeatedly come under
scrutiny for delays that re-
sulted in the prolonged in-
carceration of undertrial
prisoners. “Every day we
see that Maharashtra is in
default. Tooth and nail op-
posing bail, but nothing on
the ground. Double stan-
dards. We will expose you
before the public,” the
judge remarked.

Detailed affidavit

The State counsel then
sought an opportunity to
file a detailed counter-affi-
davit explaining the rea-
sons for the slow progress
of the trial. He further
urged the court to call for a
report from the trial court
to ascertain the “adminis-
trative problems” that had
contributed to it.

The Bench accordingly
directed the Maharashtra
government to place on re-
cord an affidavit explaining
the reasons for the pro-

longed pendency of the
trial. “In the said affidavit,
the State will come out
with a specific policy of
how it proposes to deal
with such a situation,” the
Bench ordered.

Justice Amanullah also
pointed out that the apex
court had, only a day ear-
lier, pulled up the Punjab
government over delays in
criminal trials and im-
posed costs of T50,000 on
the Superintendent of Pol-
ice, Amritsar, in a case
where an accused booked
under the Narcotic Drugs
and Psychotropic Sub-
stances Act had undergone
prolonged incarceration
owing to delay in the trial.

The Bench posted the
matter for further hearing
on July 24 to consider the
affidavit to be filed by the
Maharashtra government.
It, however, declined to
grant bail to the appellant,
observing that no case for
such relief had been made
out at this stage.



PM’s New Zealand visit will unlock
new avenuesof cooperation: govt.

Press Trust of India

AUCKLAND

Mr. Luxon received Mr.
Modi at the airport. “This
visit is historic, being the
first Prime Ministerial visit
to New Zealand in four de-
cades. 1 look forward to
holding talks with Prime
Minister Luxon and dis-
cussing the complete range
of the India-NZ friend-
ship,” Mr. Modi said in a
post on X.

Boosting trade ties
During his two-day visit,
he will hold talks with Mr.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with his New Zealand counterpart
Christopher Luxon at the Auckland airport on Friday. ANI

Luxon on ways to enhance
economic, trade and com-
mercial engagements.

In a post on X, the Minis-
try of External Affairs
(MEA) said: “This historic
visit is set to strengthen bi-
lateral ties and unlock new
avenues of cooperation
across several areas espe-
cially trade, defence,

sports, culture, education,
and people-to-people
exchanges.”

Mr. Modi arrived in New
Zealand after concluding a
three-day visit to Australia,
where he held summit
talks with Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese. Both
leaders reinforced the vital
role of the bilateral part-

nership in ensuring a
peaceful Indo-Pacific.

A major highlight of the
summit talks between the
two leaders was their focus
on significantly ramping
up defence ties, especially
in the maritime domain.
An agreement on civil nu-
clear energy to facilitate
the commercial supply of
uranium from Australia to
India to fuel New Delhi’s
nuclear power projects
was sealed after over two
years of negotiations.

He also met Australia’s
Leader of the Opposition
Angus Taylor on Friday
and discussed bilateral
ties.

Mr. Modi was in Indone-
sia before that, where 14
agreements were inked to
boost cooperation in criti-
cal minerals, maritime se-
curity, and other key
sectors.



Centre detends E20,
admits fuel economy
may reduce by 3%-5%

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

Activists protesting in New
Delhi against the fuel policy on
Friday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

nificantly higher-octane
rating, superior anti-knock
characteristics, faster com-

This statement, 1ssue

on Friday as an FAQ docu-  bustion, better pickup,
ment by the Ministry of Pe-  smoother acceleration and
troleum and Natural Gas, cleaner engine operation.”
comes at a time when crit-

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10




Govt. defends E20, says
fuel economy may fall

The government also sought to explain why E20
fuel is not cheaper than pure petrol or fuel that
has lower ethanol levels.

‘ 3
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However,
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Overall, the government also sought to assure
the public that the decision to move to ethanol-
blended fuel was not a “rushed” one.

“This has been a journey spanning over two de-
cades from pilot projects in 2001, policy notifica-

levels,” the document said.

It added that all stakeholders, including auto-
mobile manufacturing companies, oil marketing
companies, and the Department of Food and Pu-
blic Distribution, were consulted before rollout.



Easing on Chinais right
move at right time

oth
decisions were, in part, driven by concerns over China. Bliides

tradedeficit. | lowever, EDIffoniChinahasbeenminusculerSinees

The government has new-approved a joint venture between
Dixon Technologies and Vivo Mobile for manufacturing elec-
tronic devices and smartphones in the country. This is a step in
theright direction.

In recentyears, there has been a concerted attempt by multi-

nationals to diversify away from China. SIS

The Survey veered to-
wards the latter option. In line with this thinking, in March this
year, the Union cabinet approved changestothe FDI policy for in-
vestment from countries that share a land border with India in
order to facilitate greater inflows.

China is inextricably linked to the global manufacturing
supply chain. That reality cannot be wished away.
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mestic manufacturing ecosystem must be deepened, and efforts
stepped up to increase value addition and pursue closer integra-
tion with global supply chains. A careful and calibrated approach
isneeded.



Burnham on theverge of becoming UK. PM

Sriram Lakshman
LONDON

The support of 81 MPs is
needed to contest any in-
ternal election; Mr. Burn-
ham was officially one MP
short, as of Friday after-
noon, of ensuring that he
would be the only candi-
date in the fray. Four other
MPs had declared support
for the former Mayor but
had not officially nominat-
ed him, as per Labour List,
a website that tracks news
from the party. Mr. Burn-
ham is expected to be ap-

Andy Burnham being greeted as he arrives to deliver a speech at the
People’s History Museum in Manchester, Britain. REUTERS

pointed Labour leader by
the end of next week and
Prime Minister on July 20.
Mr. Burnham, who is
from Labour’s ‘soft left’
and was elected three
times to run Manchester,
won a byelection in Maker-
field on June 18 in order to
return to Westminster, as
support for Mr. Starmer
within his party continued

to evaporate. Mr. Burnham
thanked MPs for their sup-
port, saying it was indica-
tive of a desire for a new
approach to politics.

1n a statement on

Thursday. Mr. Burnham al-
so released a video mes-
sage on Gaza on the same
day. “The unbearable suf-
fering in Gaza is a scar on
our collective conscience,”
Mr. Burnham said, noting
there was still a humanitar-
ian crisis under way. He
condemned Israel’s mili-
tary for expanding the area
it controls in Gaza. He also
“strongly”  condemned
Hamas for the attack on Is-
rael on October 7, 2023, as
well as condemning the in-
crease in antisemitic at-
tacks in the U.K.

The government of Is-
raeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu was “clear-
ly attempting to make a
‘two-state solution’ impos-
sible”, Mr. Burnham said,
calling for further respons-
es from the UK.

There is increasing evi-
dence that war crimes
were committed in Gaza,
he said, adding that the in-
ternational courts — and
not politicians — should
make a determination on
this. “There is no contrad-
iction between a zero tole-
rance approach to anti-
semitism and holding the
Netanyahu government to
account.”



Ukralman drones hit southern

fineries and Azov

Firefighters working to extinguish burning petroleum products at the seaport, say Russian officials; Moscow’s Defence

Ministry says it downed more than 370 Ukrainian drones; Kyiv's army chief says war not yet at decisive ‘turning point’

Agence France-Presse
MOSCOW

krainian drone
Ustrikes on Friday
hit seuthern Rus-

sian oil refineries and the
port of Taganrog on the
Azov Sea, where authori-
ties declared an emergen-
cy and evacuated some re-
sidents, officials said.

Kyiv has beefed up its ef-
forts in recent months to
hinder Moscow’s financial
capabilities in its war
against Ukraine, targeting
energy infrastructure in re-
taliatory strikes and caus-
ing a nationwide fuel
shortage.

Russia’s Defence Minis-
try said its forces downed

over 370 Ukrainian drones,
including over the Moscow
region.

In the port of Taganrog,
near occupied Ukraine, so-
cial media videos showed
plumes of smoke rising ov-
er the city. Local governor
Yuri Slyusar said he visited
the port after “massive”
night-time strikes. “Efforts
to extinguish the fire of pe-
troleum products at the
seaport are ongoing.”

In the neighbouring
Krasnodar region, authori-
ties said drones caused a
fire at the Ilsky oil refinery.
Authorities reported no
casualties.

Russian leader Vladimir
Putin has acknowledged
that the Ukrainian strikes

People queue to refuel their cars at a petrol station in Moscow on
Friday as Ukrainian strikes on refineries crimp domestic supply. AFP

are causing a fuel shortage
and said they are aimed at
dividing Russians.
Meanwhile, Ukraine’s
commander-in-chief Olek-
sandr Syrsky said that a

turning point in the war
with Russia was “still a long
way off”, despite hailing a
string of recent successes
for his troops.

Kyiv’s army has halted

the Russian advance across
much of the front line in re-
cent months, and deli-
vered a string of major
long-range attacks on Rus-
sian oil refineries. Many in
Ukraine and among their
backers abroad are saying
Kyiv’s troops are on the
front foot in the more than
four-year war.

In a social media post
summarising the first half
of the year, Mr. Syrsky not-
ed a decrease in the num-
ber of “active offensive
fronts”, and said Russia’s
assaults had dropped by
half.

“At the same time, we
are still far from a turning
point in the war,” he
added.



