Modi bats for 2-state
solution to iron out
Israel-Palestine issue

Kallol Bhattacherjee
Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

Highlighting the role of dia-
logue and diplomacy in the
“period of global turbu-

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

“In this period of global  with Indonesian President
turbulence, India believes  Subianto on Tuesday. PTI
that the role of dialogue
and diplomacy has be-
come more important than
ever before. On the issue of
Palestine, we continue to
support a two-state solu-
tion and the pursuit of last-
ing peace,” Mr. Modi said
in Jakarta, Indonesia, the
first leg of his three-nation
tour. Mr. Modi also focused
on commonalities bet-
ween India and Indonesia
in dealing with globally-im-
portant issues and said
that the two countries are
going to deepen coopera-
tion on such areas.

A joint statement issued
at the end of the official CONTINUED ON
dialogue between Mr. Mo-  » PAGE 12




Israel-Palestine: PM bats
for two-state solution

Indonesia bestowed the Prime Minister with its
highest civilian honour ‘Bintang Adipurna of the
Républic of Indonesial. Mr. Modi is the second In-
dian Prime Minister to receive this award. India’s
first Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru received the
same award posthumously on December 12, 1995.
“It reflects the goodwill of the people of Indonesia
and stands as a tribute to the historic and endur-
ing bonds of friendship between India and Indo-
nesia,” said Mr. Modi in his press statement.

The two leaders “welcomed the memorandum
of understanding signed on 17 June 2026,” men-
tioned the joint statement in reference to the
agreement signed between the U.S. and Iran to
end the war in West Asia, while adding that “tran-
sit passage through the Strait of Hormuz” has to
be in “accordance with international law”.

It further mentioned that the Indonesian Presi-

dent welcomed _




PM MEETS INDONESIA PRESIDENT, ADDRESSES PARLIAMENT

Missiles, minerals and port:
Delhi, Jakarta seal key deals

Eye on China, Modi
says Indiaon path
of development,
not expansionism

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, July 7

INDIA AND Indonesia signed
pactson the supply of BrahMos
and Air-to-Air missiles, along
with cooperation on critical
mineralsand rare earths, mari-
time security, and space and
agriculture as Prime Minister
Narendra Modi met Indone-
sian President Prabowo Sub-
ianto in Jakarta on Tuesday.
Modi also addressed the In-
donesian Parliament as part of
his two-day visit, making a
thinly veiled reference to
China’s assertive behaviour in
the Indo-Pacific. “India is a
strong advocate of a free, open
and inclusive Indo-Pacific.
India believes in freedom of
navigation in the Indo-Pacific...
Indiaisanation that follows the
path of development, not
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

PM Narendra Modi with President Prabowo Subianto after being
conferred the Bintang Adipurna of the Republic of Indonesia, the
country’s highest civilian honour, in Jakarta, Tuesday. p1i
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Amrita Nayak Dutta
New Delhi, July 7

INDIA ISset tosupply Indonesia
with two batteries of BrahMos
supersonic cruise missiles
valued at $200 million as part of
several landmark defence
agreementssigned between the
two countries on
Tuesday, includ-
i tra air-to-
air missile sys-
tems, major
defence technol-
ogy transfer, and maritime se-
curity cooperation, officials told
The Indian Express.
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BrahMos batteries

A BrahMos battery typi-
cally comprises four launchers
and 12 ready-to-fire missiles,
along with other equipment
and vehicles, though the com-
position can vary between
land-based regiments and
coastal defence batteries.

The Philippines had pro-
cured three batteries of the
weapon system from India in

New Delhi hasbeenin talks
with Jakarta over the sale of

the missile system under a
joint venture between the De-
fence Research and Develop-
ment Organisation (DRDO)
and Russia’s NPO Mashinos-
troyeniya.

The Indian Express had
earlier reported that the finer
details of the deal were dis-
cussed during the third India-
Indonesia defence ministers’
dialogue, co-chaired by De-
fence Minister Rajnath Singh
and his Indonesian counter-
part Sjafrie Sjamsoeddin in
New Delhi last November.




Four States reach a pact on
Narmada project payments

Union Home Minister says that issue of pending payments had remained unresolved for a long

time and it had been settled amicably; water and electricity have reached all four States, he adds

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

was

€ agreemern
signed in the presence of
Home Minister Amit Shah
and Union Minister of Jal
Shakti C.R. Patil. Chief Mi-
nisters Devendra Fadnavis
(Maharashtra), Bhupendra
Patel (Gujarat), Bhajan Lal
Sharma (Rajasthan) and
Mohan Yadav (Madhya
Pradesh) signed the agree-
ment, which relates to the
cost-sharing arrangements
for the construction of the
Sardar Sarovar Project.

e 1ssue of pending pay-
ments under the Narmada
Award had remained unre-
solved among the four
States for a long time, and
that it had been resolved

Al

1y

wilder

Common platform: Union Home Minister Amit Shah and Union Minister of Jal Shakti C. R. Patil with the
Chief Ministers of Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, Maharashtra, and Rajasthan. pTi

amicably on Tuesday. He
said that with the comple-
tion of the dam, water and
electricity have reached
every part of the four
States.

He added that while the
benefits accruing to Rajas-
than may appear modest
at first glance, the areas
that have received Narma-
da waters have witnessed a
transformation in both the
value of the land and the
fortunes of the farmers.

The Union Home Minis-
ter said that let it be Guja-
rat, Madhya Pradesh, Ra-
jasthan, Haryana or

Maharashtra, the water ul-
timately served the people
of the country, especially
the farmers. Regardless of
which part of the country
the water is utilised in, the
ultimate beneficiary will
be an Indian, he said.

Water-sharing issues

Recently, significant pro-
gress has also been made
in resolving long-standing
water-sharing issues bet-
ween States, such as those
concerning the Kishau
Dam project in Himachal
Pradesh and the water dis-
pute between Rajasthan

and Haryana, officials said.
On June 29, Rajasthan and
Haryana signed an agree-
ment for the construction
and implementation of the
Yamuna Water Project, re-
solving a nearly three-de-
cade-old issue.
Additionally, on June 16,
Himachal Pradesh, Utta-
rakhand, Delhi, Uttar Pra-
desh, Haryana, and Rajas-
than agreed to sign a
Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) for the im-
plementation of the Kishau
Multipurpose Project to re-
juvenate the Yamuna river.
(With PTI inputs)
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he States of Maha-
I rashtra, Gujarat,
Rajasthan and

Madhya Pradesh reached
an agreement on Tuesday
on the settlement of pend-
ing payment issues among
the Narmada Award benef-
iciary States.

The agreement was
signed in the presence of
Home Minister Amit Shah
and Union Minister of Jal
Shakti C.R. Patil. Chief Mi-
nisters Devendra Fadnavis
(Maharashtra), Bhupendra
Patel (Gujarat), Bhajan Lal
Sharma (Rajasthan) and
Mohan Yadav (Madhya
Pradesh) signed the agree-
ment, which relates to the
cost-sharing arrangements
for the construction of the
Sardar Sarovar Project.

Under the agreement,
the payments to be made
towards the final settle-
ment of pending dues
have been  resolved
through a one-time settle-
ment. Mr. Shah said that
the issue of pending pay-
ments under the Narmada
Award had remained unre-
solved among the four
States for a long time, and
that it had been resolved
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BRICS nations call
for timely exchange of
information on drugs

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

BRICS, an intergovern-
mental organisation of ma-
jor emerging markets and
developing countries, is an
acronym for Brazil, Russia,
Indla China, and South

The joint declaration by
the heads of anti-drug
agencies of the participat-
ing nations brought the
curtains down on a two-
day meeting at a resort on
the outskirts of Guwahati.
The BRICS nations un-
derscored the need to

boost the timely exchange
of information, intelli-
gence and best practices,
consistent with national
laws and international obli-
gations. They expressed
concern over the evolving
nature of drug trafficking,
the proliferation of syn-
thetic drugs and new psy-
choactive substances, the
diversion of precursor
chemicals and the misuse
of emerging technologies
and virtual assets.

Anurag Garg, Director-
General of the Narcotics

“The strategy focuses on
dismantling entire crimi-
nal networks, preventing
drug abuse through mass
awareness campaigns, and
strengthening treatment,
de-addiction, and rehabili-
tation measures,” he said.




Usha exhorts athletes to
do India proud at CWG

The 10A chief along with Union Sports Minister unveils the team kit at the official send-off

for the 124 athletes who will take part in the Glasgow event beginning on July 23

GENERAL

Sports Bureau
NEW DELHI

The ceremony brought
together athletes, support
staff, administrators and
official sponsors as Team
India hopes to forge a suc-
cessful CWG campaign. A

The event in the nation-
al capital was attended by
Union Sports Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya and
IOA president P.T. Usha
among other dignitaries.

“Today marks the begin-
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The Games look: |0A president PT. Usha, ministers Giriraj Singh and Mansukh Mandaviya, British High
Commissioner Lindy Cameron, Chef de Mission Rohit Rajpal and others display the team kit.

SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

ning of another proud
chapter for Indian sport.
Every athlete wearing the
India jersey has earned
this opportunity through
years of hard work, disci-
pline and sacrifice. I have
complete confidence that
Team India will make the
nation proud through its
performances. On behalf
of the Indian Olympic As-
sociation, I wish every
member of Team India the
very best,” Usha remarked
on Tuesday.

Mandaviya said that his
ministry is committed to
providing optimum sup-
port to every member of
the contingent.

“I urge every athlete to
compete fearlessly, uphold
the highest spirit of sport-
smanship, and give their
very best. The Govern-
ment of India stands firmly
behind each athlete and re-
mains committed to pro-
viding every possible sup-
port to help bring glory to
the nation,” he said.

Former paddler Sharath
Kamal graced the occasion
and reminisced about his
first CWG in Melbourne in
2006.

“I did not know much
going into it,” Sharath, who
participated in five editions
and won multiple medals,
recalled. “Nobody expect-
ed us to win medals. But
when we won our first me-
dal in the team event, it
was a moment that I still
relish. It keeps coming
back to me quite often.”




U.S. PRESIDENT RENEWS PUSH TO CONTROL GREENLAND

NATO flaunts arms deals as
Trump targets Europeallies

Key ‘defence forum’
yields $50 billion in
deals: NATO official

Reuters
Ankara, July 7

Y
asummitin the capital Ankara,
hoping to project unity alter
another bruising year, in which
the Iran war once again ex-
posed cracks in the alliance.

In a meeting with President
Tayyip Erdogan

out Britain, France, Germany

and Italy for not doing enough
tosupport USwar on Iran.
Trump added “we weren't
treated well” by the allies, even
as he reiterated that he did not

US President Donald Trump with Turkish President Recep Tayyip

Erdogan in Ankara on Tuesday. ap

NATO members have re-
peatedly tried to show Trump
that they are stepping up.
NATO Secretary General Mark
Rutte said on Monday Euro-
peans had made “staggering”
increases in defence spending.

Before Trump's arrival,
Rutte trumpeted a series of in-
itiatives and deals at a defence
industry forum, and called for
adefence industry “revolution”
across the alliance, warning
over Russia's massive military
spending as well as China,
North Korea and Iran.

“We don’t have the luxury of
time. We need capabilities now
toensure we remainready. The
security situation demandsit,”
Rutte said. “The hum of ma-
chinery must become aroar.”

Europe'sdefence sector has
often been criticised as frag-
mented and saddled with red
tape and rivalries between
companies and countries. That
hasleft Europe more relianton

On Tuesday, he renewed his
push to wrest Greenland from
Denmark. “Thatshould be con-
trolled by the United States, not
by Denmark,” he said.

Trump: UStolift
Turkey sanctions,
sellF-35fighters

Reuters
Ankara, July7

PRESIDENT DONALD Trump
onTuesday announced thatthe
US would lift sanctions on Tur-
key that were imposed in 2020
over Ankara's purchase of Rus-
sian missiles, and signaled awill-
ingness to sell the NATO ally F-
35fighterjets, moves that would
both be massive gesturesto Tur-
key but may face legal hurdles.
In the first visit to Turkey by
aUSPresidentin1lyears, Trump
was welcomed by President
Tayyip Erdogan at the airport
with a lavish state ceremony.
Speaking to reporters at the
Turkish presidential palace,
Trump repeatedly praised Er-
dogan, saying he had "chemis-
try" with him and that the rela-
tionship with Ankara has never
been better.



Tanker set ablaze after being struck
by projectile in the Strait of Hormuz

Iranian state TV says an LNG tanker came under attack after ignoring warnings but does not say Tehran ordered the attack;

Doha said targeting Qatari vessel in the strait was an ‘unacceptable attack’ on international navigation and energy security

Associated Press
DUBAI

tanker travelling off
A the coast of Oman
in the Strait of Hor-

muz was struck by a pro-
jectile and caught fire early
Tuesday, the British mili-
tary said, in the latest at-
tack targeting a vessel mov-
ing through the narrow
mouth of the Persian Gulf.
Iranian state television
said the liquefied natural
gas tanker came under at-
tack after ignoring warn-
ings but did not directly
claim the assault.
According to the UK
Maritime Trade Operations
(UKMTO) Centre, three
tankers were hit in the
strait in the past 24 hours.

A spokesperson for the Qatari Foreign Ministry called the attack a
‘serious violation’ of international law. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

Tehran, which has repeat-
edly declared that only its
approved route through
the strait is safe, is suspect-
ed of attacking other ships
that have used another
route close to the Omani

shore. Previous attacks in
the strait have sparked re-
taliatory strikes by the U.S.
Iran then attacked Gulf
Arab states.

Meanwhile, talks bet-
ween Iran and the U.S. ap-

peared to be on hold until
after the burial of Iran’s Su-
preme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, who was assas-
sinated at the beginning of
the war. Authorities flew
Khamenei’s body to the
Shia seminary city of Qom,
where mourners ho-
noured him on Tuesday.
The UKMTO said the
tanker was hit near Limah,
Oman, in the strait. It said
the projectile hit the port
side of the vessel as it tried
to travel south out of the
strait toward the Gulf of
Oman. The agency said
there were no environ-
mental effects from the
strike. “UKMTO has re-
ceived a report of a further
incident involving a tanker
transiting the Strait of Hor-

muz. The tanker was
struck by an unknown Un-
crewed Aerial Vehicle
(UAV) and has sustained
minor structural damage.
Iranian state TV, quot-
ing anonymous sources,
implied that Tehran car-
ried out the assault on a
tanker it said was carrying
natural gas from Qatar. Ho-
wever, there was no official
claim from the Islamic Re-
public for the attack.
Majed Al-Ansari, a spo-
kesperson for the Qatari
Foreign Ministry, said tar-
geting the Qatari tanker, Al
Rekayyat, in the strait was
an “unacceptable attack”
on international navigation
and global energy security.
He called it a “serious vio-
lation” of international law.




Trump praises Erdogan,
slams NATO before summit

Agence France-Presse

ANKARA

Mr. Trump was greeted
personally by Mr. Erdogan
on the tarmac as he des-
cended from Air Force
One, before being escorted
through the empty streets
of the Turkish capital by a
guard of riders on white
horses.

“I was very

Donald Trump and American officials meet with Recep Tayyip
Erdogan and Turkish officials in Ankara on Tuesday. AP

ed with NATO,” Mr. Trump
said, sitting next to Mr. Er-
dogan at the latter’s vast
residential palace.

NATO officials are hop-
ing Mr. Trump’s strong re-

lationship with the Turkish
leader could help smooth
over the bad blood caused
by the Iran war.

In a potentially major
boost for Mr. Erdogan, Mr.




Reform UK leader Farage resigns as MP, forces byelection

Sriram Lakshman
LONDON

Nigel Farage, the leader of
the nativist Reform UK par-
ty, resigned from his parlia-
mentary seat of Clacton
-on-Sea on Tuesday, saying
he would run again in the
byelection that has been
triggered by his resigna-
tion. The announcement
was made towards the end
of an approximately 15-mi-
nute speech, during which
he railed against “the esta-
blishment”, accusing the
mainstream political par-
ties in Britain and the me-
dia of unfairly targeting
him.

Mr. Farage is currently
under investigation by a

parliamentary standards
body for not registering a
personal gift of £5 million
from Thailand-based cryp-
tocurrency investor Chris-
topher Harborne weeks
before he announced that
he was running in the 2024
general election. Mr. Far-
age has offered different
explanations of the gift —
from suggesting it was a
“reward” for his Brexit
campaign to saying it was
funding for his personal se-
curity. He has continued to
argue that he did not break
the rules by not declaring
the gift. The probe,
launched in May, has not
yet concluded.

There are, however, oth-
er allegations against the

Nigel Farage

Reform UK chief. Over the
weekend, the Sunday
Times had published a re-
port alleging that Mr. Far-
age received funding from
a long-time associate and
convicted criminal, George
Cottrell, funding his securi-
ty, housing and staffing.
Mr. Farage reportedly

broke gift registration
rules. The Liberal Demo-
crats have referred this in-
cident to the parliamen-
tary standards
commissioner.

Mr. Farage has repeated-
ly insisted he has done
nothing wrong, arguing
that the parliamentary
code did not cover what
MPs spent in their private
lives.

“The press would rather
our Members of Parlia-
ment had no assets and no
wealth at all, they seem to
fundamentally object to
any MP that has outside in-
come,” Mr. Farage said in
his broadcast on Tuesday,
adding that he was earning
well in the 1990s as a com-

modity trader but did not
do well financially as a
member of the European
Parliament subsequently.

Mr. Farage boasted that
his actions led to Brexit (he
had spearheaded the Brex-
it campaign as chief of the
Eurosceptic UK Indepen-
dence Party) and that he
emerged from the process
with “very little money”.

“Now I've decided that
the people of Clacton
should be the judges of my
actions. This will be a peo-
ple versus the establish-
ment by-election.”

The £5 million was go-
ing to be needed for his se-
curity, Mr. Farage said, ad-
ding that he was the most
physically and verbally at-

tacked politician currently.
He said the country was
about to get a Prime Minis-
ter without a mandate, re-
ferring to MP Andy Burn-
ham, the former Greater
Manchester mayor and
MP, who is likely to suc-
ceed Prime Minister Keir
Starmer imminently.

Mr. Farage on Tuesday
called for a general elec-
tion. Reform U.K. had per-
formed strongly in the May
2026 elections for local
council seats in England
and assembly seats in
Wales and Scotland, at the
expense of both Labour
and the Conservatives alth-
ough it has been losing vo-
ters to the far-right Restore
Britain party.



