AGNIPATH SCHEME

Armed Forces seek larger retention
of Agniveers after end of 4-yr tenure

. Behind the move: More

]

Navy likely to seek ’

75% retention, . experienced manpower,

Army and IAF up . e

f o training on new platforms

i Amrita Nayak Dutta last year.

retention fOl’ eaCh New Delhi, July 5 While the Agniveers per-

armis 25% formed extremely well in oper-
ations, there were instances

Amrita Nayak Dutta when experience gained across

various field tenures and
multiple training exercises
came in handy, in terms
of faster and more effec-
tive reactions in oper-
ational situations.

New Delhi, July 5

Theinitial batches of Agniveers recruited under the Agnipath scheme
will complete their 4-year tenure with the services later this year. priFiLe

be released from the services,
and the selected number of Ag-

albatches niveers who volunteer to serve This, people familiar with
[« letetheir four-yeartenure  in the defence forceswouldbe  the matter told The Indian
iceslaterthisyear. enrolled back as regular Express,wasamongthelessons
All of them would initially »CONTINUEDONPAGE2  learnt from Operation Sindoor

Agniveers recruited under"




Agniveer retention

soldiers based on merit.

The defence forces
maintainedso farthatthereten-

ave

tion percentage remains at 25
per cent at present.

The Indian Express sent
queries to the Army, Navy and
IAF on July 1 on whether they
are seeking to retain a greater
percentage of Agniveers in the
three services and the reasons
for that, but is yet to receive any

response.

diers, who have participated in
multiple operationsover the last
four years and are experienced
in handling new technologies
and weapons.

According to sources; even
if an increase in the retention
percentages of Agniveers is not
approved, certain specialised
units might induct a higher
percentage of soldiers from
among theretained Agniveers,
who are more experienced,
while other units may take a
larger number of soldiers from
among the Agniveers who will
still be'serving their four-year
tenure.

This may be done while
keeping the overall retention

percentage at 25 per cent, which
isthe current approved percen-
tage.

A proposal seeking higher re-
tention percentages had been
forwarded to DMA in the past,
but was returned for re-evalu-
ation.

People privy to the develop-
ment said the training of sol-
diers, sailors and airmen under
the Agnipath scheme has been
underwayin fullswinginallser-
vices.

Inthe last four years, a series
of MoUs with various banks

have been signed towards vari-
ous schemes for the Agniveers.
Theirallowances, such as leave,
are also at par with regular sol-
diers.

In October last year, The In-
dian Expressreported that Army
Commanders would likely dis-
cusstheretention percentage of
Agniveers at the Army Com-
manders’ Conference that
month. Inresponse tothe report,
the Army subsequently said that
suchaplandid notfeatureinthe
official agenda of the confer-
ence.



KOLKATA HAS THE GREATEST NUMBER OF UNINCORPORATED ENTERPRISES AT 8.84 LAKH

2 cr informal workers in India’s
big cities; Hyd tops with 15.7 lakh

Siddharth Upasani
New Delhi, July 5

INFORMAL BUSINESSES are
widely thought to operate
largely in the rural heartland of
the country. However, a new
government report has shed
light on the size of the informal
sector in India’s urban centres,
estimating thatthe country’s46
most populous cities have 1.98
crore people working in 1 crore

istics and Programme Imple-
mentation’s (MoSPI) report on
urban unincorporated enter-
prisesin cities whose population
exceeded 1 million (10 lakh) as
per Census 2011, six had more
thana million informal workers:
Greater Hyderabad, Delhi, Kol-
Kkata, Surat, Greater Mumbai,

Of the 1.98 crore informal

workers in these 46 cities,
roughly 26% — or 52 lakh —
were women. Greater Visakha-
patnam had the highest percen-
tage of female workers at 42.5%,
withSurat close behindat41.4%.
Srinagar was last at 10.5%, just
below Varanasi at 12.1%. There-
port on the unincorporated en-
terprises in million-plus cities is
the second such reportreleased
by MOSPI on India’s biggest
cities. The first was on their la-
bour market dynamics, based
on theresultsof the Periodic La-
bour Force Survey for2025.
“Thisreport presents, for the
firsttime, acomprehensive stat-
istical profile of 46 million-plus
cities,” GeetaSingh Rathore, Di-
rector General of MoSPI's Na-
tional Sample Survey, said. She
added that since the estimates
arebased onsample surveydata,
“differences observed across

o Cities with 1 million+informal workers
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cities may arise from variations
in eeonomic structure, indus-
trial composition, local condi-
tionsand sampling variability”.

The city-level estimates are
generated from MoSPI's Annual
Survey of Unincorporated Sec-
tor Enterprises (ASUSE) for 2025,
which covers India’s unincor-
porated, non-agricultural enter-
prises, excluding construction.
Theseenterprises make upasiz-
able portion of the economy and
include the likesof small manu-
facturers, service providers, and
trading units.

Spread of cities

The 46 million-plus cities ac-
count forabout 13% of establish-
ments, 16% of workers, and 21%
of Gross Value Added (GVA) of
the unincorporated non-agri-
cultural sector as perthe ASUSE

2025 survey. These 46 cities are
from 17 states and Union Terri-
tories: 10 from Maharashtra,
seven from Uttar Pradesh, four
each from Gujarat and Madhya
Pradesh, three each from Tamil
Nadu and Rajasthan, two each
from Andhra Pradesh, Jhark-
hand, Punjab, and West Bengal,
and one apiece from Bihar,
Chhattisgarh, Delhi, Haryana,
Jammu & Kashmir, Karnataka,
and Telangana.

As Thelndian Express had re-

ay and productivity

In terms of total pay, emolu-
ment per worker was the high-
est in Jaipur, at Rs 2.33 lakh —
although this only considers
those unincorporated estab-
lishments with hired workers.
Greater Hyderabad was sec-
ond, at Rs 2.14 lakh. Emolu-
ments refers to the total com-
pensation a worker receives,
inclusive of salary and benefits.

Meanwhile, informal enter-
prises in Gwalior paid hired
workers the least at Rs 88,853,
with Varanasi second from bot-
tom at Rs 1lakh. On average,
emolument per worker in the
46 citieswas Rs 1.5lakh peryear.

Withthegovernment releas-
ing details for the 46 million-
pluscities for the first time, com-
parative data on wages and the
number of informal jobs is un-
available. Consequently, there is
no way to calculate how much
wages increased in 2025.

While informal workers in
Jaipur got paid the most, they
were not the most productive;
that title belonged to Pimpri-
Chinchwad, where the GVA per
worker stood at Rs 2.9 lakh - sig-
nificantly higher than Jaipur,
which ranked 13th at Rs 2.23
lakh. FULLREPORTON

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM



OPEC+ okays further oil output increase

Reuters
London, July 5

supply atatime whenoi
prices are falling due to the
gradual reopening of the Strait

OPEC+ output fell to 3343
million bpd in May, according
to OPEC data, from 42:77 mil-
lionbpd in February. It beganto
recover in June thanks to US ef-
forts to help the UAE and other
OPEC+ nations export more oil,
but is stillbelow pre-war levels.

Despite persisting supply
disruptions, oil prices have re-
turned to pre-war levels, press-
ured by lower Chinese imports,
higher exports from non-
Middle East producers, and a
record global strategic stock re-

OPEC+output fell to 3313
million bpd in May, from 42.77
million bpd in February. reuters

lease coordinated by the Inter-
national Energy Agency.

“The group of seven keptun-
windingtheirproduction cuts as
widely expected,” UBS analyst

Giovanni Staunovo said. “The
near-term focus will remain on
how many tankers will manage
tocrossthe Strait of Hormuzand
how quickly demand and Chi-
nese crude imports recover.”

A memorandum of under-
standing between Washington
and Tehran to end the war has
also helped convince traders
that supply will ultimately re-
turn to normal levels. Bfent




Emergency gas curbs eased
as LNG shipments normalise

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI

In a notification issued
on Saturday, the Ministry
of Petroleum and Natural
Gas amended the Natural
Gas (Supply Regulation)
Order, 2026, omitting key
operational provisions
which led to all domestical-
ly produced natural gas
and imported LNG to be
sold as per a priority cus-
tomer list drawn by the go-

Restored flow

The gas supply curbs were one of three emergency measures
the govt. introduced after energy supplies from the Gulf were
threatened by the effective closure of the Strait of Hormuz

® Natural Gas
(Supply Regulation)
Order, 2026 was
broughtin on
March 9 with
suppliers invoking
force majeure and
diverting cargoes to

Emergency measures

priority coné’i};&@

® | atest amendment
omits operational
provisionsfor

LNG to be sold as
pera new priority
customer list
drawn by the
government

from the order .

® The other
two measures —
diverting feedstock
to maximise LPG
production and
restricting bulk sale
of diesel — have
already been
withdrawn

muz after the crisis broke
out with U.S.- Israeli strike
on Iran in February.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10



Gas curbs eased as LNG
shipments normalise

The threat to traffic through the waterway
prompted the government to invoke emergency
powers in March to safeguard domestic fuel and
gas supplies. While India diversified crude oil pur-
chases by sourcing supplies from other produc-
ers, natural gas imports remained exposed be-
cause most LNG cargoes from Qatar pass through
the Strait of Hormuz.

The disruption led some suppliers to invoke
force majeure, prompting the government to in-
troduce emergency measures to prioritise gas
supplies to essential sectors.



Govt. issues notice to Meta
on ‘child sexual abuse’ ads

Instagram, owned by Meta, ordered to disable advertisements promoting explicit child content

and provide explanation within seven days; ‘further action’ to be decided after reviewing reply

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

N

The government
has demanded

space

Unsafe

The notice comes amid
allegations that Meta’s
algorithm had been
promoting videos with
child sexual abuse
material on its platforms

Instagram isalleged to have shown paid
advertisements with child sexual

abuse material which directed users
to Telegram channels where such
content was reportedly on sale

a detailed
explanation from
the corporation

In response to a query

©

also sought an explanation
on the issue.

“The Ministry has or-
dered Instagram to disable
such advertisements. The
government has also de-
manded a detailed expla-
nation on the action taken
and other relevant infor-
mation within seven days.
A notice in this regard was
issued on Saturday,” said a

on actions taken
Meta’s

advertisement
policy prohibit
content with

against the
advertisements
and other
relevant
information
within seven days

activities

source. It is learnt that the
notice was sent following a
directive from IT Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw to se-
nior Ministry officials.
Further course of action
will be decided after re-
viewing the reply, said the
source.

The move came a day af-

sexually suggestive

Meta is in a ‘constant
battle with criminals
s who hide among our

3.5 billion users and try
to evade detection’, a
spokesperson said

ter the BBC Eye published
its investigation revealing
that Instagram had alleged-
ly been running “paid ad-
verts promoting child sex-
ual abuse material in
India” and that such adver-
tisements linked users to
channels on Telegram,
where they could buy the

on the notice, a Meta spo-
kesperson pointed to an
earlier statement shared af-
ter the BBC report came

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10




Govt. issues notice to
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beyond the Community Standard on Adult Nudity
and Sexual Activity, says its sub-site.
According to a written reply by Mr. Vaishnaw to

he Act also pro-
vides for stringent punishment for publishing or
transmitting material deplctlng children in sexual-

content within 24 hours. The Ministry of Home Af-
fairs operates the National Cyber Crime Reporting
Portal to receive complaints against cybercrimes,
with special focus on cybercrimes against chil-
dren. It has also set up the Indian Cyber Crime
Coordination Centre (I4C) for such crimes.



Govt. releases 325,863 cr.
for VB-G RAM G scheme

U.P. receives highest allocation of 3,210.76 crore, followed by A.P, Rajasthan, and Tamil Nadu;

Kerala gets ¥925.33 crore; concerns over centralised planning and technological barriers persist

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

the highest allocation at
SIZIOWENeIeNe, followed
by Andhra Pradesh at
¥2,545.5 crore, and Rajas-
than at ¥2,274.37 crore. Ta-

mil Nadu received
32,176.84 crore, placing it
just below Rajasthan in the
fourth position, while Ker-
ala received a considerably
smaller allocation of
%925.33 crore.

The ‘Minister released
the funds through video-
conferencing from Bhopal.

“Today, I am overjoyed
and pleased to congratu-
late all of you, our Rural
Development  Ministers
and officials from both the
Central and State govern-

Big change: The VB-G RAM G'Act, which came into effect on July 1,

has replaced the MGNREGA. ARUN KULKARNI

ments, on the fact that
there have been no com-
plaints whatsoever so far.
This signifies that this poli-
cy .has smoothly transi-
tioned from MGNREGA
(Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Gua-
rantee Act) into the Viksit
Bharat G-RAM G,” he said.

Planning process

The VB-G RAM G Act came
into effect on July 1. Work
under the scheme will be-
gin with the preparation of
a Viksit Gram Panchayat
Plan (VGPP). According to
a draft framework for the
VGPP released by the Mi-
nistry, the planning pro-
cess will begin with the

preparation of a compre-
hensive inventory of all as-
sets and facilities in a gram
panchayat, including those
created under various Cen-
tral and State schemes.
This inventory will be
mapped using both geos-
patial and non-spatial data
available on platforms, in-
cluding Yuktdhara and PM
Gati Shakti. Yuktdhara is a
geographic  information
system (GIS)-based plan-
ning portal developed by
the Indian Space Research
Organisation. PM  Gati
Shakti is a national master
plan that brings together
over 16 Ministries on a sin-
gle digital platform for inte-
grated planning and the

timely execution of infras-
tructure projects.

Based on this database,
development gaps are to
be identified through a
GIS-enabled assessment
carried out primarily on
the Yuktdhara planning
portal.

Taking into account
“identified gaps, local
priorities, demand for
works and the recommen-
dations of ward sabhas and
the Gram Sabha”, the gram
panchayat is to prepare a
draft VGPP.

‘Impossible task’

Nikhil Dey of the Mazdoor
Kisan Shakti Sangathan
said that this was an “im-
possible task” and raised
the technological barrier
to access work.

“They have converted
what was a bottom up, de-
mand driven scheme to a
top down centrally de-
signed infrastructure pro-
gramme,” he said.

He said that the States
are now expected to foot
40% of the bill of centrally
designed programmes
which cater to Centre’s
priorities and not to the
States — and even the res-
ponsibility of fulfilling the
so called “guarantee of em-
ployment” is on the States.




ISRO conducts test
of key component for
Gaganyaan mission

The solid motor-based platform SOLVE will be used for parachute tests
of the crew module; it has been derived from the PSLV strap-on motor

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

he Indian Space
Research Organisa-

The SOLVE solid motor
is a key component for
conducting Gaganyaan test
missions and the first
ground test was _carried
out on July 3.

sions, the crew module
will be carried to an alti-
tude of 10 km to 17 km and
separated from the vehicle.

A series of 10 para-
chutes will be deployed to
reduce the velocity of the

crew module Dbefore
splashdown in the sea.

The ground test of the SOLVE solid motor being conducted at the

Satish Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The solid stage of SOLVE
is derived from the Polar
Satellite Launch Vehicle
(PSLV) Strap-on Motor
with a few modifications to
meet the Gaganyaan test
requirements, including
development of slow burn
rate  propellant and
straight nozzle with secon-
dary injection thrust vec-
tor control.

The ISRO said that dur-
ing the test motor perfor-
mance parameters were as

rious conditions in the ac-
IEINNSSION the space

agency said.




Odisha draft rolls out after
SIR, 20 lakh names deleted

BJD criticises EC over SIR, alleges ‘inconsistency’ in figures provided by the poll panel; Odisha

CEO says special camps to be held to enrol young voters; over 37000 names excluded in Sikkim

Satyasundar Barik
BHUBANESWAR

ver 20 lakh names
0 were left out of the
draft electoral roll

published by the Election
Commission in Odisha on
Sunday amid the special in-
tensive revision (SIR) exer-
cise under way in the State.

Chief Electoral Officer
(CEO) R.S. Gopalan said
that before the SIR, Odisha
had 3,33,99,591 electors
and in the draft roll pu-
blished, 3,13,87,034 names
are present. Of the total
electors, 1,60,19,176 are
male, 1,53,65,083 are fe-
male and 2,775 belong to
the third gender.

Among deletions, 8.32
lakh (2.49% of total elec-
tors) were deceased while
10.07 lakh (3.02%) were
either absent or had shift-
ed. The number of voters
who enrolled in multiple
places were 1.58 lakh
(0.47%).

Booth-level lists of elec-
tors reported as deceased,
permanently migrated, un-
traceable, or whose forms
were not received, were
shared with the Booth Le-
vel Agents (BLAs) of politi-
cal parties for verification,
said the CEO’s office.

According to a state-
ment issued by the CEQ, as
on July 5, out of 3,33,99,591
electors, 3,13,87,034
(93.97%) submitted their
enumeration forms, re-
flecting an overwhelming
participation in the first

93.97% of total voters submitted their enumeration forms, reflecting
an overwhelming participation in the first phase of SIR. FILE PHOTO

phase of the SIR. “As per
Para 5(b) of SIR guidelines,
no name can be deleted
from ‘the draft roll pu-
blished on July 5, 2026
without. notice and a
speaking order by the Elec-
toral Registration Officer or
Assistant Electoral Regis-
tration Officer,” Mr. Gopa-
lan said.

He said any aggrieved
elector might appeal to the
District Collector and the-
reafter to the CEO under
Section 24 of the Represen-
tation of the People Act,
1950. Volunteers were also
being trained to assist elec-
tors in filing appeals.

In the next stage, claims
and objections will be re-
ceived between July 5 and
August 4. The notice phase
(hearing and verification)
can be carried out from Ju-
ly 5 to September 2. The fi-

nal electoral roll will be out
on September 6.

“If name is not found in
the draft voter list, to in-
clude the name, Form 6 is
required to be filled and
submitted along with (De-
claration Form) and other
documents with appro-
priate authority,” the poll
body said.

Electors who attained or
would attain 18 years of age
on or before July 1, 2026
were being encouraged to
apply through Form-6
along with the prescribed
declaration form. Special
camps would be conduct-
ed across the State to enrol
all eligible young voters,
said the CEO.

The Biju Janata Dal (BJD)
challenged the SIR draft re-
port, claiming that 27 lakh
names were deleted
against the claimed 20

lakh. BJD vice-president
Debi Prasad Mishra said
that according to the final
electoral roll published in
2025, the State had
3,40,72,744 registered vo-
ters as reflected on the offi-
cial website.

After the EC issued the
notification for the SIR in
Odisha on May 14, political
parties were informed in a
meeting held on May 15
that the State had approxi-
mately 3.34 crore voters,
said Mr. Mishra. “Subse-
quently, on June 12, the vo-
ter strength was shown as
3,33,99,591. However,
while publishing the draft
electoral roll on Sunday,
the CEO stated that there
are only 3,13,87,034 voters.
There is, therefore, no con-
sistency among the fi-
gures,” he alleged.

Sikkim SIR

More than 37,000 people
were left out of the draft
electoral rolls published in
Sikkim on Sunday.

The office of the CEO
said that of the 4,71,018 re-
gistered electors in the
State as on May 20, as ma-
ny as 4,33,294 enumera-
tion forms were collected
and digitised.

The house-to-house ver-
ification drive found that
37,724 people had either
died, permanently shifted,
enrolled at multiple loca-
tions, or remained un-
traceable, the CEO’s office
said.

(Inputs from PTI)




NORTH KOREA

Kim observes weapons tests
from his new naval destroyer

AESPIOVERNANERON . state media
KCNA reported on Sunday. The tests

were conducted on Friday as part of
an assessment of the newly built
warship’s combat systems. They
ThedestroyerKangKon  included checks oftarget-detection
during a military drill at and information-processing
anundisclosed location. capabilities, KCNAsaid. = REUTERS
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Pakistan capital Islamabad is emerging.as the leading venue for the
next round of technical negotiations between the U.S. and Iran,
Dawn reported. The technical talks are expected to take place on
July 11. Dawn further quoted diplomatic sources to say that the
negotiations will focus on Iran’s nuclear programme. PTI

BELJING

A

Beijing and Moscow announced on Sunday they will hold their
annual joint naval exercises off China’s coast, with Russia saying the
drills will begin on Monday. “Following the exercise, some forces
from both sides will conduct a joint maritime patrol in relevant
areas of the Pacific Ocean,” a Chinese statement said. AFP



‘Cargo ship reports
being under attack
off coast of Yemen’

Mojtaba still absent
as other sons pay
respects to Khamenei

Associated Press
CAIRO

off the coastal city of Ho-
deida, which is under con-
trol of the Iranian-backed

A skift approached the
bulk carrier and opened
fire, forcing the ship’s se-

Agence France-Presse
TEHRAN

Three of late Iranian Su-
preme Leader Ali Khame-
nei’s sons made a rare pu-
blic appearance at his
funeral on Sunday but
there was still no sign of his
successor and other son,
Mojtaba Khamenei.

A skiff opened fire at the bulk
carrier, forcing the ship’s
security guards to return fire.

curity guards toreturn fire,
before sailing back to a
larger ship about 2 nautical
miles away with its auto-
matic identification system
switched off, the UKMTO
said.

The cargo ship and crew Iran’s speaker of parlia-
were reported safe. ment and chief negotiator
No group immediately | with the United States, Mo-
claimed the attack. hammad Bagher Ghalibaf,

one of the most prominent
faces of the post-Ali Kha-
menei era, hailed on X
how the “proud and invin-
cible nation of Islamic Iran
unanimously” paid tribute
to its “martyr”.

While speaking to the
crowd, the emcee said that
“the world is no longer a
good place for” Mr. Trump.



Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

US. President Donald
Trump hailed America on
its 250th birthday on Satur-
day as the “crowning
achievement” of human
history, even as he used
the event to renew his at-
tack on domestic oppo-
nents he branded
communists.

In a speech delayed by
several hours when storms
forced the temporary evac-
uation of crowds in Wash-
ington, Mr. Trump claimed
that under his presidency
the United States. was
“prouder  than  ever
before”.

While Mr. Trump. had
promised a huge political
rally to stamp his brand on

A person watches afireworks display during the Fourth of July rally
on the National Mall in Washington DC on Sunday. REUTERS

the national celebrations,
the 80-year-old Republican
largely stuck to a more tra-
ditionally patriotic script.
“For two and a half cen-
turies, our American repu-
blic has stood as the
crowning achievement of
human history,” Mr.

Trump told tens of thou-
sands of people on the Na-
tional Mall.

On stage, he hailed also
veterans from the Second
World War, and the Korean
and Vietnam wars.

But he then hailed the
latter two as examples of

the battle against “commu-
nists” — reprising his mes-
sage from his speech on
Friday night at the iconic
Mount Rushmore
monument.

“Our warriors did not
fight communism on bat-
tlefields across the word,
only to have that menace
rear its ugly head right
back here in America.
We’re not going to let it
happen,” he said.

Mr. Trump has repeat-
edly hammered home the
theme recently ahead of
November’s U.S. midterm
elections, after the anti-es-
tablishment left of the De-
mocratic Party won a
string of U.S. primary vic-
tories. “It’s like a cancer,
you’ve got to cut it out,” he
added.



Attack by Yemen’s Houthis kills 16
pro-govt. troops, injures 22: medics

The fighting began late Friday in the Jabal Dubas area of Hays district, where the Houthis briefly captured govt. positions;

rebels attacked with snipers, which accounted for most of the casualties, later launched drone, mortar salvos, says official

Agence France-Presse
ADEN

emen’s Houthi re-
Y bels killed 16 troops
in an attack on go-

vernment-aligned forces
south of the port city of
Hodeidah, two medical of-
ficials said on Sunday, in
some of the most violent
fighting between the sides
in years.

The two medical sourc-
es said hospitals in the area
on the Red Sea coast re-
ceived 16 dead from pro-
government forces and 22
wounded.

Earlier an officer with
the government-aligned
forces in Jabal Dubas in the
Hays district, where: the

clashes took place, gave a
provisional toll of 14 troops
and 23 injured in “fierce
fighting”.

The officer said the Iran-
backed Houthis briefly
took control of pro-govern-
ment positions in the
clashes, which began late
on Friday, before a coun-
terattack to retake them
concluded at dawn on
Saturday.

‘Deadliest attack’
“This.was the deadliest
Houthi attack in years,” the
officer said on condition of
anonymity because he was
not authorised to speak to
the media.

He described how the
rebels had attacked with

Fight for control: A file photo of Houthi rebel fighters chanting
slogans as they take off to a battlefront in Sanaa, Yemen. Ap

snipers, which accounted
for most of the casualties,
before launching drone
and mortar salvos.
Another military official
said pro-government forc-

es had repelled the Houthi
attack in Hays district in
“clashes lasting for several
hours”.

He added “fighting re-
sulted in dead and wound-

ed among [Houthi] ranks,”
without specifying the
number killed in the op-
posing force.

The Houthis have been
at war with the govern-
ment since 2015 in a con-
flict that has killed hun-
dreds of thousands of
people and triggered a ma-
jor humanitarian crisis in
Yemen. The rebels control
Yemen’s capital Sanaa and
much of the north, includ-
ing Hodeidah on Yemen’s
western Red Sea coast,
while the internationally-
recognised  government
holds much of the south.

The fighting between
the two sides has largely
been frozen since a UN-ne-
gotiated truce in 2022.



*TECH

Alis reshaping warfare:
How India can keep pace

EXPERTEXPLAINS
Lt GEN RAJ SHUKLA (RETD)
FORMER ARMY COMMANDER, UPSC MEMBER

THETRINITY of artificial intelligence (AI),
military autonomy and algorithmic war-
fare is redefining modern-day warfighting
and deterrence. The workflows of combat
are being infused with Aland driven by au-
tonomy, but what is making them unfail-
ingly lethal is algorithmic precision. In-
deed, these three factors are poised to
exponentially increase battlefield lethality
over the next few years.

The strategic-military establishmentin
India would do well to take note of this
‘Manhattan Project’ moment in combat —
the deployment of software at unpreced-

|

UKRAINE'’S DELTA battlefield
management system has givenitan
edge in its grinding war against Russi

ing, and facilitates

defence tech startup Anduril.

ANDURIL SAYS on its website that
integration of autonomy into fighter

Examples from Iran
that India needs

of Al autonom
warfare thr

how

ereign pathways

ly from traditional defence primesto
e startups.

Lethal technologies are seeing an un-
cedented boom. Mythos is a virtual
r-nuke that can disable any adversary
operatingsystem. DeepSeek and Tau’s Law
of Scaling (Huawei professing to achieve
14 nanometre transistor density by 2031to
challenge the Nvidia Blackwell chips
which are inthe range of 4 nanometres) are
symbols of how Chinese digital innova-
tions are turbo-charging strategic-military
competition.

In combat theatres, software innova-
tions are happening every three weeks,
while new hardware is being deployed
every three months. The Ministry of De-
fence, which has hitherto been a platform
and weapons factory, will have to meta-
morphose into a software enterprise.

What India cando
The future of defence is also sover-
eignty. Beginning now, we can embrace the
trinity of AI, autonomy and algorithmic
warfare through these sovereign pathways:
© Urgently developan Al-enabled data

ented speed and scale. The system uses artificial intellige aring within units, 8 i g analytics platform, in the manner of Delta.

" . s to help with target selection, faster formations, and, when aircraftisa“step change”inaviation. ® Create software that can auton-
Tech in conflict: Ukraine, multi-sensor data analysis about  with allies”. “We designed YFQ-44Afor a specific Air omously coordinate drones swarms; ident-
Venezuela and Iran enemy activity, and decision-making, Force mission: to enhance survivability, ify objects of interest; differentiate between

Drones are the greatest techno-military
revolution since gunpowder and nuclear
weapons. Theirintegration with Aland as-

among others.

(OTHER EXAMPLE is YFQ-44A
Fury, an Al-powered unmanned fighter
jetdeveloped by the A

lethality, and mission effectiveness by
teaming with crewed fighter aircraft or

sociated technologiesh birthtothe
art and science of drone warfare as war-
craft, even statecraft.

Electronic attacks and cyber exploits were

birds, civilian aircraft and combat plat-
forms; and direct shooters to destroy tar-
gets.

® Set up a diverse inventory of drones,
with a target of five million by 2028.

® Deploy anarray of counter-drone sys-

Their impact has been particularly vis- . Unmanned plat- then synchronised with the Delta Force’s tems (such as laser and microwave
ibleinthe Russia-Ukraine war. Ukraine, for taking over functions once per- Wldenmg heliborne assault to telling effect. weapons) with drone-huntingteams. This
instance, uses an Al-enabled by humans. Thisranges InIran, we saw the developmentoftar-  will help to establish drone-driven, Al-en-
data analytics platform called from acquiring information use cases geting packages at machine (not human)  abled “kill webs” along the LoC and LAC.
Delta that fuses multiple data and fixing targets to resupply- speeds, enabling precise strikes that wiped ® Crowd the LEO (low-Earth orbit)
inputs (from radar imagery to ing ammunition and rations, InVenezuela, the outalmost the entire Iranian leadershipin  space sothatwe transit from persistent sur-
social media feeds) into one in- and evacuating casualties. A;iru;;:lc,s minutes on the morning of February 28. veillance to offensive ISR (intelligence, sur-
telligent stream. Delta then This , Ukraine is buyi veillance and reconnaissance).
plugg into a versatile inve ED eightmj]};;e:;dmnes, moreﬁ Claudeinthe ~ Autonomous control ® The 2027 defence budget must reflect
of drones to form a digital the artillery it fired last year. operationto Military autonomy is making giant  thetransition. Atleast40% of the Rs2lakh-
web’ that compres: Aweekly column These platforms provide com-  capture Maduro. ~ strides. Drone warfare is moving fromre-  odd crore earmarked for modernisation
ment times (detectio! decoding Al's new manders options ranging from mote to algorithmic control. The captains  should be spentontechnological solutions.
tralisation) to.a coupl frontiers, how they close airsupport (25 km) tostra- o of naval platforms are increasingly going to This is a huge challenge that will

shape the world and tegic air power (2,500 km). Al platforms be autonomous software systems, nothu-  require a cultural and structural trans-
our placeinit In Venezuela, theUSused  gavetheUStop ~ mans. In the aerial domain, the develop-  formation. Successfuladoption, however,
Anthropic’s Claude in the oper- brassinsights mentofthe YFQ-44AFury,an Al-powered  will be game changing. It will expand op-
ation to capture ousted president Nicolas : duro’ autonomous fighterjet, by thedefencetech  tions in crisis situations while enabling
backandoutranged, Maduro. Al platforms gave the UStop brass into Maduro's startup Anduril, tells us that the future of  India to attain “combat overmatch” with
insights into Maduro’s movements and movements. airpower will be collaborative. Thisalso ~ Pakistan and “asymmetric deterrence”
helped them anticipate whathe would do.  messs——  shows that the business model is moving ~ with China.




