Draft emission cut targets

issued for iron, steel sector

Nikhil Ghanekar
New Delhi, July 4

THE CENTREhasonceagainis-
sued a draft notification to set
greenhouse gas emission inten-
sity (GEI) targets for the inten-
sive iron and steel sector and to
alignthemunder India’s carbon
credit trading system (CCTS).

the Environment Ministry has
issued a revised draft for iron
and steel sector with marginal
changesto targets, but without
any explanation for the draft.
The draft notification lists
2023-24 as the year for baseline
product output and baseline
emission intensity, and 2026-27
asthe compliance-year target for
individual steel plants, sponge
ironunitsand ferro-alloy manu-
facturers. A60-day window has

EXPLAINED

Global commitment

onclimateaction

INDIA’S GLOBAL commit-
mentson climate actionin-
clude reducing emissions
intensity of its GDP — emis-
sionsbehind economic ou
put —making heavy i 1n

try manufactunng

and more eﬁicient

sachieve those tar-
ey can earn credits, or
ythem from others.

indus

been given to submit objections
and suggestions on the draft.

GElI is the amount of green-
house gases (GHG) emitted per
unit of product output, such as
the quantum of gases released
while producing cement. The

CCTS was launched in.2023 to
create a framework that incen-
tivises emission reduction
through a market-based mech-
anism and to help achieve
India’s climate action goals.

amount of energy used per unit
of GDP — to 47% by 2030 com-
pared to 2005 levels as part of its
domestic commitments under
the agreement. Thetargetssetin
previous rounds covered 490
high-emission industrial units.
The CCTS, notified in 2023,
created an overarching frame-
work forthe Indian carbon mar-
ket. The objective was toslash or
avoid GHG emissions from sec-
tors whose processes emit more
pollutants and whose oper-
ations are hard to decarbonise.




Integrated Parachute tests for
(Gaganyaan a success: ISRO

Express News Service
Bengaluru, July 4

The test involved deployment of 10 parachutes to facilitate the
deceleration of the Crew Module before splashdown. isro

periments under various test

ISRO Saturday said it was ment of about 10 parachutes,
developing a solid motor based which are primarily respon-
Sub-Orbital Launch Vehicle for sible for reducing the velocity
Experiments (SOLVE). of the Crew Module as it de-

This is aspecial test rocket ISRO added that [liEHESE8 scendsand splashesdowninto

' thatcanperformnumerousex- PEffofNcAONUUIISIANIESISHES thesea.



Only talks can bring peace, says Manipur
CM at funeral for MLA who died in Feb.

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

Late Manipur Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) MLA Vung-
zagin Valte, a victim of a
mob attack in May 2023,
was laid to rest near his re-
sidence in Churachandpur
district on Saturday, more
than four months after he
died in a Gurugram
hospital.

Chief Minister Y. Khem-
chand Singh attended the
funeral service, marking
the first visit by a Chief Mi-
nister to the district since
the ethnic conflict broke
out on May 3, 2023, even as
certain Kuki groups called

Manipur Chief Minister Y. Khemchand Singh pays tribute to the late
BJP MLA, Vungzagin Valte, in Churachandpur on Saturday. PTi

for a boycott of the event
demanding a permanent
solution to the crisis.
Speaking at the funeral
service, Mr. Singh noted
his association with Valte

since 2017, when he be-
came the Speaker of the
60-member State Assemb-
ly.
Recalling the tense sit-
uation in May 2023 and the

assault on Valte, Mr. Singh
said that he regretted not
having been beside his
“friend” when the incident
happened.

Later, he told journalists
that dialogue was the only
way forward to restore
peace, which was essential
for development in Mani-
pur. “Your smile is the way
for peace,” he said, res-
ponding to the manner in
which a reporter sought
the road map to peace in
the State.
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India’s essential medicine list lags behind

global benchmark; unrevised in 4 years

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

India’s roster of essential
medicines has not been
updated in nearly four
years even as the World
Health Organisation

(WHO) has revised its own
list twice in the same pe-
riod, says a civil society
network of activists and or-
ganisations working for af-
fordable healthcare.

Outdated prescription

The National List of Essential Medicines prioritises drugs that
satisfy the critical healthcare needs of India’s population

| POINTS RAISED BY THE COLLECTIVE

® The NLEM, last notified in 2022,
contains 384 medicines while the WHO
list runs to 523 drugs

A\

-
At least 17 active cancer-treating

gents, 4 supportive cancer-care

medicines, and 9 monoclonal

__ antibodies feature on the WHO list but

_ | noton the NLEM

The NLEM is a curated
list of medications com-
piled by the Ministry of

Health and Family Welfare.
It prioritises drugs that sa-
tisfy the critical healthcare
needs of India’s popula-
tion. Medicines on this list
— 384 at present — are gen-

erally dispensed free of
cost by government hospi-
tals. The government uses
the NLEM to instruct the
National Pharmaceutical

Pricing Authority to en-
force a strict price ceiling
on them. The list was last
overhauled in 2022.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 8



Govt. asks Telegram to take
proactive anti-piracy action

Move signals fresh escalation in issues between Centre and Telegram; platform has been accused

of ‘delayed action against piracy reports; it was asked to remove over 3,100 URLs in March 2026

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

The move is a fresh es-
calation of issues between

the governmen e
Dubai-headquartered mes-
saging app, following a
week-long ban ahead of
the rescheduled National
Eligibility cum Entrance
Test (NEET).

Telegram has been ac-

cused in multiple court
cases of delayed or little ac-
tion in response to reports
of piracy.

The app has emerged as
a haven for pirates since it
placesfew limits on file siz-
es that users can upload on
channels for free, enraging
entertainment industry ex-
ecutives who have seen it
turn into a convenient hub

Telegram was also served a notice on its username feature by the
Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology. REUTERS

for pirated books, new-
spapers, TV series, and

said. elegram spokes-
person did not have an im-
mediate comment on the
notice, in response to The
Hindu.

Even as Telegram in re-
cent years moved to comp-
ly with both court orders
and private infringement
complaints faster, the I&B
Ministry has sent the firm
its own orders, including

on the removal of more
than 3,100 URLs in March
this year. Telegram com-
plied with that order.

This may not be
enough, and the Ministry is
now demanding that the
firm do more to automati-
cally detect piracy. A note
shared by a senior official
describing the notice said

th} IT Rules, 2021, inter-
diaries, including Tele-

gram, are required to
“make reasonable efforts
by [themselves], and to
cause the users of [their]
computer resource to not
[share] any information
that... infringes any patent,
trademark, copyright or
other proprietary rights”.

Telegram fought its
week-long ban, which has
been justified by the Na-
tional Testing Agency
(NTA) in the Delhi High
Court as a way to prevent
misinformation on leaks
made possible by an app
feature on backdating the
timestamp on messages
sent on the platform. Jus-
tice Tejas Karia ruled that
the ban was proportionate
and legal.




India’s semiconductor push
will create countless jobs: PM

Modi inaugurates semiconductor facility in Gujarat’s Sanand; he says such clusters will bring in

economic transformation; he urges youth to tap new opportunities in era of Artificial Intelligence

Abhinay Deshpande
AHMEDABAD

rime Minister Na-
rendra Modi on Sa-

He said the country is
building the entire elec-
tronics value chain, from
products and components
to semiconductors, which
will serve as the road map
for Viksit Bharat.

Future ready: Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the semiconductor
facility in Sanand, Gujarat,on Saturday. VIJAY SONEJI

Appeal to youth
Mr. Modi said the coming
era of artificial intelligence
would open up new ave-
nues for skills and exper-
tise. “The youth of India
should not lose this oppor-
tunity. I want to tell the
youngsters of the country:
‘Your ideas, my support,”
Mr. Modi said.

“It (semiconductor in-
dustry) is the next step in
the electronics revolution
that has taken place in In-
dia over the past decade,”
he added as he was handed
the first semiconductor
chips made at the compa-
ny, to be exported to Ja-

pan. First, it was the IT re-
volution that created
opportunities for lakhs of
Indians to showcase their
talent, he said. Then the
smartphone and electron-
ics manufacturing boom
opened new avenues for
employment and innova-
tion. “Now, the world is en-
tering the era of semicon-
ductors and artificial
intelligence revolution that
will create opportunities
for countless people.”

Government’s goal

The CG facility is part of
the India Semiconductor
Mission and will undertake
the assembly, packaging
and testing of semiconduc-
tor chips. Mr. Modi said the
project was built in part-

nership «with companies
from Thailand and Japan,
and described it as a model
of technology, trust and
collaboration that would
strengthen India’s semi-
conductor sector.

He also said that the go-
vernment’s goal is to build
a complete semiconductor
ecosystem in India, from
chip design to fabrication

He called the project a
“success story” and a “re-
volution”.




Delhi conclave raises federalism coneerns
over ‘One Nation, One Election’ proposal

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A group of eminent citi-
zens, comprising retired
bureaucrats, judges, la-
wyers, professors, writers,
civil society groups and
leaders of various move-
ments from all over the
country, on Saturday re-
jected the proposed ‘One
Nation, One Election’ in-
itiative, saying it would
fracture the federal com-
ct of the country.

Conclave on

One Nartion-( Ine Election, Fe deral

S.nlnro.l;ly, July 4,

ism and Citizenship
2
2026, 10 am 10 4 pm

Speaker Hall, Constitution Club of India,

Rafi Marg, New

Del)
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on Federmlism &

Key issues: At the conclave on Saturday, the speakers also
discussed the SIR, electoral processes, andgaste census. ANI

Outcome of SIR
Speaking on the special in-
tensive revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls, former Elec-
tion Commissioner Ashok
Lavasa questioned the out-
come of the exercise,

claiming that nearly 16
crore people have so far

The Supreme Court gave

stand the lessons learnt or
improvements that the EC
proposes. An Army colonel
called to say his wife’s
name is missing from the
draft list. There are so ma-
ny people anxious about
whether they will continue
to vote,” Mr. Lavasa said.

Caste census

Former Union Home Se-
cretary G.K. Pillai demand-
ed wider public consulta-
tion on the caste census.

said.

While digitisation may
improve efficiency and
speed, the success of both
the Census and the caste
census would depend on
transparency, public con-
sultation, clear classifica-
tion criteria, and careful
implementation, Mr. Pillai
said.




Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

all of them at present oper-
ate from Pakistan and Pa-
kistan-occupied Jammu
and Kashmir,” Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
said.

Five of the six Indians
designated as terrorists are
from Jammu and Kashmir.
They have been identified
as Firdous Ahmad Bhat
(33) from Kulgam, Haroon
Rashid Ganai alias ‘Shu-
noo’ (36) from Anantnag,
Bilal Ahmad Mir alias ‘Ah-
mad Bhai’ (27) from So-

All of them are
currently operating
from Pakistan and
Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir, says Shah

pore, Abid Quyoom
(27) from Baramull
Nazir Ahmed Gujjar ali
‘Munazil’ from .

The Bengaluru engi-
neer, who has been identi-
fied as Mohammed Sha-
heed . Faisal (40), is
currently residing in Ra-
walpindi, Pakistan, and as-
sociated with Pakistan-
based terrorist outfits
Lashkar-e-Taiba and Jaish-
e-Mohammed, an MHA
notification said.

Wanted by the NIA since
2012, Faisal carries a re-
ward of %10 lakh and is al-
leged to have handled
three terror modules in
Karnataka in the past 14
years.

“Faisal recruits youth
via social media, arranges
weapons training in Pakis-
tan, raises funds for terro-
rist activities and imparts
training in the use of data
encryption and fake identi-
ties to evade law enforce-
ment agencies. With the in-
tent of carrying out

Centre lists six Indians,
17 Pakistan nationals as
terrorists under UAPA

terrorist activities in the
country, he has been in-
volved in the delivery of
weapons and ammunition
and in conspiracies related
to. several terrorist inci-
dents,” the notification

said.

The MHA also designat-
ed senior JeM functionary
Masood Ilyas Kashmiri, al-
leging that he recruited
youth into the outfit, facili-
tated infiltration into India
and was involved in the
April 2022 attack on Sunj-
wan military station in
Jammu.

Also listed are Hafiz
Khalid Waleed, alleged to
be a close associate of Hafiz
Saeed and mastermind of
several terror attacks; Mau-
lana Saifullah Khalid, de-
scribed as active in various
Jamaat-ud-Dawa (JuD) fac-
tions; Mohammad Yaqoob,
accused of providing logis-
tics and financial support
to terrorists; Qari Yaqub
Sheikh, alleged to have
participated in anti-India
activities while remaining
associated with various
LeT factions; and Rana If-
tikhar, who allegedly coor-
dinated among jihadist or-
ganisations and motivated
youth to participate in
terrorism.




Involvement in Iran
mediation will not
benefit India: envoy

Ananth Krishnan
BEIJING

Peace Forum in Beijing, an
annual foreign policy event
hosted by Tsinghua Univer-
sity. He was speaking in
response to a question
from Chinese media, on
Pakistan’s mediation in the
Iran crisis and India’s
broader global leadership
aspirations.

Mr. Doraiswami pointed

out that India and China,
as two major powers, had
both not offered their ser-
vices to mediate whether
in Ukraine or Iran, and ad-
ded it was unfair to com-
pare India with Pakistan
considering, for instance,
their different economic
sizes or India’s broader in-
tegratlon with the world.

with Pakistan, if I might be
a little direct, is a little un-
fair to us. I think the econo-
mies of the two countries
will tell you a lot. It is up to
that country to decide
what it chooses to do in the
region. I don’t see why we
should follow a leaf from
their book,” he said.




Chinese investment
influx good for wider
ties, says India’s envoy

Ananth Krishnan

FERNDGERSWARN said on
Saturday. The Indian en-
voy also made a pitch for
greater Indian exports-to
China, especially in areas
such as pharmaceuticals,
where India is- globally
competitive,

said, speaking at the World
Peace Forum, an annual
foreign policy forum in
Beijing.

Vikram Doraiswami

lowing Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi’s meeting
with Chinese President Xi
Jinping in October 2024, in
the wake of disengagement
along the Line of Actual
Control (LAC).

However, trade remains
lopsided, with a ballooning
deficit. According to Com-
merce Ministry datafChina

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 8




‘Chinese investment
influx good for ties’

“Particularly in areas where we believe we have a
competitive advantage, like pharmaceuticals. For
instance, we’re one of the world’s big exporters of
pharmaceuticals to advanced markets. We hope
Chinese partners will work with us to ensure that
Indian production firms, producing high quality
generic medicines, being the same products that
have been exported to the U.S. and elsewhere, can
be exported to the Chinese market. WeSthink"

” the Indian envoy said at a panel
on global economic governance during the forum.

b

is there. We need tofind ways of making it easier,
he said.

.?” he said.

If it is
pure consumption goods, that becomes a little
harder to sell as a reasonable mechanism for the

deficit,” he added.




India navigated West Asia
crisis efficiently, says Modi

Fuel rationing, LPG disruptions, and price surges avoided with refineries upping production and

public OMCs bearing the losses, says PM; politically motivated rumour-mongering failed, he adds

Saptaparno Ghosh
NEW DELHI

ndia successfully
l weathered the chal-

lenges triggered by
the West Asia conflict
through effective assess-
ment and strategic, timely
decision-making while effi-
ciently using its domestic
resources and strong di-
plomatic ties, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi said on

Saturday.
The country avoided
fuel rationing, ensured

cooking gas supplies, and
shielded consumers and
farmers from global price
spikes, with state-run oil
marketing firms (OMCs)
bearing the losses, he said,
adding that certain politi-
cally motivated entities
which had engaged in ru-
mour-mongering during
the crisis-had failed and

y | N

Crucial sector: PM Narendra Modi during the inauguration of the
HRRL petrochemical complex in Balotra, Rajasthan, on Saturday. pTI

“may-be dwelling in an
abyss of disappointment”.

‘Effective strategies’

“India took potent deci-
sions, made correct eval-
uations, charted effective
strategies, used its domes-
tic resources effectively,
and constructively lever-
aged its diplomatic power

to successfully weather the
challenges,” Mr. Modi said.

Speaking at the inaugu-
ration of the HPCL Rajas-
than Refinery Ltd. (HRRL)
in Balotra, India’s first
greenfield integrated refin-
ery-petrochemical com-
plex, Mr. Modi credited
domestic refineries for
helping the country wade

Modi inaugurates
semiconductor
facility in Gujarat

AHMEDABAD

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
inaugurated the CG Semi
Outsourced Semiconductor
Assembly and Test facility at
Sanand in Gujarat on Saturday.
Semiconductor clusters are
coming up across India and
these will create large-scale
employment, he said.» PAGE 10

through the crisis by in-
creasing their production
of liquefied petroleum gas
(LPG). India is currently
the world’s fourth-largest
refiner and would conti-
nue expanding its refining
capacity, Mr. Modi said.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 8




“India has consistently increased its refining ca-
pacity and has emerged as the world’s fourth-lar-
gest refiner... However, we will not stop here, and
will continue to increase capacity in the coming
years,” he added.

The Prime Minister insisted that there had not
been any major supply disruptions during the cri-
sis, even in remote areas, barring certain minor
hurdles. He pointed out that India had not adopt-
ed any rationing measures for petrol and diesel,
unlike certain other countries.

™
-
S
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i

Mr. Modi accused the previous Congress go-
vernment of Rajasthan of delaying the completion
of the Balotra refinery, claiming that the party had
not extended the necessary cooperation.



BEIJING

AFP
A

China said on Saturday it had launched a new coast guard patrol
east of Taiwan, drawing a sharp response from Taipei after a task
force last month off the island’s coast caused alarm in some
Western capitals. The fleet will conduct “law enforcement patrols”
in the area, China’s Coast Guard said in a statement. REUTERS

MOUNT RUSHMORE

American identity under ‘renewed
attack’ says Trump as U.S. turns 250

A

U.S. President Donald Trump lashed out on Friday at what he called
a fresh threat against the country’s identity, taking aim at domestic
“radicals and extremists” on the eve of America’s 250th birthday.
“As we approach this magnificent anniversary, we see our American
identity under a renewed attack,” he said. AFp



[ranians flock to week-long funeral
ceremonies for slain leader Khamenei

Reuters
DUBAI

Mourners thronged a vast
prayer complex in Tehran
on Saturday as the week-
long funeral ceremonies of
Iranian Supreme Leader
Ali Khamenei began with
the national anthem, reli-
gious eulogies and read-
ings from the Koran.

Iran is staging mass fun-
eral processions for Kha-
menei in a show of public
devotion to the Islamic Re-
public’s theocratic state
and revolutionary zeal.

Television footage
showed his coffin draped
with the Iranian flag and
topped with his black tur-
ban. It was placed, along
with four other coffins of
his slain family members,

RN o }

Mourners gatherat the Grand Mosalla as they pay their final

!

respects to Ali Khamenei, in Tehran on Saturday. AFP

on a large black platform
that resembled the Kaaba.
The vast courtyard of
the complex, the Imam
Khomeini Grand Mosalla,
was filled with mourners,
many waving Iranian flags
and carrying photographs

of the slain leader.

“Death to America’
chants echoed through
Tehran’s Mosalla on the
day of the farewell to ‘Mr.
Martyr’,” a broadcaster
said. In other video posts,
mourners were also heard

chanting: “Our slogan is
one word: Revenge, re-
venge,” and “We will kill,
we will kill he who killed
our Imam.”
Representatives of Teh-
ran-backed militant groups
attended the funeral cere-
monies, with envoys from
Hezbollah and Hamas
meeting with Iranian Fo-

reign  Minister Abbas
Araghchi, state media
reported.

Khamenei’s coffin will
remain in the Mosalla until
Sunday evening. His body
was expected to be taken
to Qom, Najaf and Kerbala,
the great Shia centres of
Iran and Iraq, before being
laid to rest on Thursday in
Mashhad, home to the
country’s holiest pilgrim
shrine.




MOSCOW CLAIMS ITS FORCES HAVE CAPTURED TRANSPORT AND INDUSTRIAL HUB KOSTIANTYNIVKA

Ukrainian drones hit St Petersburg
oil terminal in latest strike on Russia

Associated Press
July4

A UKRAINIAN drone attack
struck an oil terminal in St. Pe-
tersburg on Saturday, Russian
officials said, as Kyiv presses on
with bombardment of Russia’s
oil infrastructure.

Almost daily long-range at-
tacks on Russian oil facilities
have created a fuel crisis and
heaped political pressure on
the Kremlin as its all-out in-
vasion of Ukrainestretches into
its fifth year.

Gov. Alexander Beglov said
the city’s Kirovsky district on
the Baltic Sea was hit. He also
said that air defenses shot
down 72 Ukrainian drones
across Russia’s second-largest
city and the surrounding re-
gion.

Ukrainian President Vol-
odymyr Zelenskyy described
the attack as part of Ukraine’s
“long-range sanctions” against
Russia. He said that Ukrainian,
forces also hit a military target
on the island of Kronstadt, just
off the coast of St. Petersburg.

“The Ukrainian defence
forces hit the port oil infrastruc-
ture, which earns money for
the Russian war, andthere were

BCUOMOfATY
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Russian President Vladimir Putin chairs a meeting as he visits acommand post of Russia’s joint force
grouping at an unidentified location on Friday. Reuters

alsohitson Kronstadt—anim-
portantmilitary target,” he said
ina poston Telegram.

St.Petersburg’s Kirovsky
district was previously hit in
June, ahead of Russia’s flagship
St Petersburg International
Economic Forum.

The Crimean peninsula,

which Russia annexed in 2014,
has suffered particularly from
heavy strikes, causing local
authoritiesto suspend gasoline
sales to civilians. A Ukrainian
attack on Saturday killed one
person and injured two more,
including a 10-year-old child,
the Moscow-installed Gov. Ser-

gei Aksyonov said.

Russian President Vladimir
Putin has shrugged off
Ukraine’s strikes on Russia’s
energy facilities as “not criti-
cal,” and insisted the war will
continue until his goals are
met. He has described the at-
tacks on Russian energy as an

effort by Ukraine to distract at-
tention from its losses on the
battlefield, although analysts
say the advance of Russian
forces has been stymied in re-
cent months.

On Friday, Putin visited the
Russian military headquarters
directing the war in Ukraine
and received a report on the
capture of the city of Kostyan-
tynivka, after weeks of intense
street battles. He hailed it as a
key step toward capturing the
nearby cities of Sloviansk and
Kramatorsk, the key remaining
strongholds in the so-called
“forest belt” of heavily fortified
cities in the Donetsk region that
remain in Ukraine’s hands.

The capture of Kostyanty-
nivka, a big transport and in-
dustrial hub, is of “major stra-
tegic importance,” Putin, clad
inmilitary fatigues, said in tele-
vised comments.

In a briefing Saturday, Col.
Gen. Sergei Rudskoy, the first
deputy chiefofthe General Staff
of the Russian armed forces,
said that Ukrainian troops had
been pushed back several kilo-
meters (miles) and that fighting
was taking place on the out-
skirts of the nearby town of
Oleksiievo-Druzhkivka.



