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Army gets anew chief
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US Supreme Court clears rs way for transgender sports ban

Constitutionand afederal anti-

discrimination law. The Idaho
and West Virginia laws desig-
nate sports teams at public
schools including universities
according to “biological sex”
and bar “students of the male
sex” from female teams.

Reuters
Washington, June 30

The justices overturned
decisions by lower courts sid-
ing with transgender students
who challenged the bans in the
two states as violating the US

The justices, however, di-
vided along ideological lines —

US Supreme Courtin Washington

withthe sixconservativejustices
in the majority — indeciding
thatthe measuresalsodo notvi-
olate the Constitution's 14th

Amendmentguarantee of equal
protection underthe law.
Thethreeliberaljusticessaid
afactual dispute inthe West Vir-
ginia case should have pre-
cluded resolving that issue.

Republican President Don-
ald Trump's administration,
which has cracked down on
transgender rights, backed the
states in the litigation. Writing
on Truth Social, Trump said:
“BIG WIN: The United States
Supreme Court just RULED
AGAINST MEN PLAYING IN
WOMEN’S SPORTS. Wow! That
takes that ridiculous situation
off the table!!!”

“Sports are different from,
say, a typical employment...
where equal protection often
may require the government
generally treat an individual
without regard to the individ-
ual's sex,” Kavanaugh wrote.



E-OCI CARD ALSO INTRODUCED

‘Will strengthen govt capacity to
monitor foreign donation in real
time’: Shah launches FCRA 2.0

Express News Service
New Delhi, June 30

Home MinisterAmit Shah with Home Secretary Govind Mohan at the
launchof the FCRA 2.0 Portal in New Delhion Tuesday. ani

Shah said the two digital
platforms would reduce paper-
work, improve citizen services
and strengthen oversight of for-

eign contributionsandOCl-re- SNSRI RSERICHSHE
lated processes. ESRAIBOEEN" he said.

At the launch évent held in Shah said the revamped headded.

FCRA system would simplify Shah claimed that duetothe
compliance procedures forreg- FCRA law, monitoring on for-
istered organisations and eigncontributions “comingwith
strengthenthegovernment’sca-  wrongintentions” will increase.

pacity to monitor foreign dona-




UNITED KINGDOM

Starmer unveils $20bn defence
boost to prepare for future wars

futureand mark hislegacy. Starmer

said theincreased spendingover the
next fouryears went furtherthana
Kier Starmer previousdraft that prompted his ally,
John Healey, toresign asdefence
minister this month. Healey had accused Starmer of failing to
secure enough moneyto keep Britain safe. REUTERS




JARED KUSHNER & STEVE WITKOFF IN DOHA TO SAVE PEACE MoU

Qatar:No highlevel US-Iran

dialogue, only technical talks

White House said
Trump envoys will
hold key meetings,
but no sign so far

Reuters
Doha, June30

The arrival of US President
Donald Trump's son-in-law
Jared Kushner and envoy Steve
Witkoffin Doha on Tuesday fol-
lowed exchanges of fire over
the weekend that tested the
June 17 interim accord between
the United Statesand Iran. The

The conflict disrupted glo-
baltrade in oil and other goods,
exposed Gulf states to Iranian
drone and missile fire and
killed thousands of people,
mostly in Iran and Lebanon.
Iranian Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Esmaeil Baghaei
said dialogue with mediator
Qatar on the implementation
of the interim deal, including
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People walk past abillboard depicting Iran’s late Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei embracing
late senior Iranian military commander General Qassem Soleimani, in Tehran on Tuesday. ReuTeRs

onthe release of frozen Iranian
assets, was likely to take place
in Doha on Wednesday.

e exact timing of the
technical talks was not im-
mediately clear.

Tuesday that Tehran would “do
whatever is necessary to safe-

OL1arc 1) S

Iran in turn launched mis-
siles and drones at US military
sites in Kuwait and Bahrain on
Sunday, with both sides accus-
ing each other of breaking the
ceasefire. Trump and Treasury
Secretary Scott Bessent are
both urging gasoline retailers to
lower prices.

‘Israelwon’tleave
yet’:Netanyahu
insouthLebanon

Tel Aviv: Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu Tuesday
visited Lebanese territory occu-
pied by the Israeli military, telling
soldiers that Israel would not
withdraw from the country’s
southaslongasIran-backed Hez-
bollah continued topose athreat.

“Our insistence is that we
will not leave southern Leba-
non until the threat is re-
moved...and as long as Hezbol-
lah remains here, armed and
threatening us, we will remain
here,” he said. REUTERS




In setback for Trump,
US top court upholds
b1rthr1ght C1tlzensh1p

6-3 ruling; Trump
urges Congress to
act, says ‘too bad
for our country’

Andrew Chung

Washington, June 30 Thisis the second time the court
has invalidated a major Trump
initiative; it struck down his
sweeping global tariffsin Feb

EXPLAINED

The impact

The Justicesupheld alower
court’s decision that blocked
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2




Starmer pledges
£15 bn to modernise
UKs defence forces

Reuters
LONDON

U.K. Prime Minister Keir
Starmer pledged on Tues-
day to spend an extra £15
billion to modernise Bri-
tain’s depleted armed forc-
es in a long-delayed invest-
ment plan that is designed
to prepare for the wars of
the future-and mark his
legacy.

In what is most likely his
last major policy announ-
cement, Mr. Starmer said
the Defence Investment
Plan went further than a

previous draft that prompt-
ed his ally, John Healey, to
resign as Defence Minister
this month. Mr. Healey had
accused Mr. Starmer of fail-
ing to secure enough mo-
ney to keep Britain safe.




Surge in ship traffic across
Hormuz as Iran, Oman talk

With the Joint Hormuz Committee set up to finalise future framework for ship transits, tracker

agencies reported rise in transits across the strait, including west-bound ships for loading cargo

M. Kalyanaraman
CHENNAI

Early last week, Iran and
Oman’s ministers met and
agreed to set up a joint
committee.

n Thursday (June 25),
the foreign ministers of
Iran and Oman spoke on
the phone and agreed to
move forward on talks.

On Monday (June 29),
Kazem Gharibabadi, Depu-
ty Foreign Minister of Iran,
met with Abdulaziz Al Hi-

Smooth sail: Ships not related to Iran accounted for almost the

entire increase in traffic. AFp

nai, Oman’s Minister of
State for Foreign Affairs, to
mark the first meeting of
the Joint Hormuz Commit-
tee in Muscat, Oman. Mr.
Gharibabadi posted on X
that he discussed with his
Omani counterpart the fu-
ture management of the
strait and the sovereignty
of coastal states.

Almost all the increase
came across the non-Ira-
nian route, presumably
along Oman, and these

Ships not related to Iran
accounted for almost the

entire increase in traffic,
indicating that both the
northern Iranian and the
southern Omani routes are
now popular among ship-
pers seeking to evacuate.
Significantly, Lloyd’s List
records 85 ships moving in-
to Persian Gulf last week.

In 1968, the two sides
proposed an inbound and
outbound channel with a
buffer in between, in the
middle of the strait, for
ship transit; this became
the norm and was accept-
ed by the International
Maritime Organization, but
there was no mention of
sovereignty, tolls, or gover-
nance then. Iran has said it
has mined these channels
during the current war.




