Bihar Governor,

MoS likely to attend
Khamenei’s funeral

in Iran next month

PM and Jaishankar
have foreign visits
planned around
same dates

DivyaA
New Delhi, June 29

press has learnt. An official an-
nouncementis yet to be made.

Last week, Iran President
Masoud Pezeshkian had sent a
formal invitation to Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi to attend
the funeral next month. How-
ever, sources said there were
scheduling issues, as a multi-
nation visit by the Prime Min-
ister was planned around the

(Top) Bihar Governor Lt Gen
Syed Ata Hasnain (retired);
Minister of State for External
Affairs Pabitra Margherita

With External Affairs Min-
ister SJaishankar, too, unlikely
to be available due to pre-
scheduled foreign visits, New
Delhi wanted to send a delega-
tion commensurate with the
importance it attaches to its ci-
vilisational ties with Tehran.

As MoS, External Affairs,
Margherita represented the In-
dian government at the
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Eamenei funeral

40th-day mourning ceremony
for Khamenei organised by the
Iranian Embassy in New Delhi.
Lt Gen Hasnain's inclusion
adds strategic hefttothe delega-
tion. Besides beingthe Governor
of Bihar, heiswidely recognised
as an expert on Jammu & Kash-
mir conflict, Pakistan, West Asia,
and transnational extremism.

Modi is among the world
leaders who have received for-
mal invitations on behalf of Pe-
zeshkian -- leaders of China,
Russia, Qatar; France and Pakis-
tan, too, have been sent invita-
tions. Last week, Pakistan Prime
Minister.Shehbaz Sharif an-
nounced that a delegation
would be sent for the funeral. A
host of other world leaders are
also expected to attend the fu-
neral.

The invitation from Iran,
days after it signed a Memoran-
dum of Understanding with the
US to end hostilities, is a rem-
inder of the civilizational and

strategic ties between Tehran
and Delhi amid the shifting dy-
namics in West Asia.

visit to Iran was in May 2016,
when he had met Khameneiand
then President Hassan Rouhani
tosignatrilateral agreement --it
included Afghanistan -- for the
development of the Chabahar
Port. Twoyearslater,in February
2018, Rouhani made an official
visitto India, at the invitation of
Modi, when he visited New
Delhi and Hvderabad.



‘China encroaching
on ancestral land’:

Arunachal to probe

Sukrita Baruah
Guwahati, June 29

The Nah Welfare Séeiety
(NWS), acommunityorganisa-
tion based in Taksing in Upper
Subansiri, which™ borders
China, had recently written to
the Deput»"Commissioner of
the district alleging the “estab-
lishment.of Chinese camps in-
side-Indian territory at the
bordér” in the Taksing circle.
Theletter alleged, “The Chi-
nese government is very fast
expanding its territory by oc-
cupying new and important
places of our land situated in
theborderarea. They have con-
structed roads, bridges, and set
up military camps at many lo-
cations along the border in our
ancestral lands, which were our
hunting grounds where we

freely roamed and collected
forest produce just a few-years
ago. Our cattle grazingareas are
now under the occtupation of
the Chinese PLA.”

The letter-claimed that
these activities have “increased
manifold”.in the last “10-15
yearst “The intention and
speed-of the present activities
of theChinese PLA in the Taks-
ingareaisvery alarmingand a
matter of grave concern for us.
We are losing our land inch by
inch by day tothem,” the organ-
isation alleged.

Govttakes notice

Arunachal Pradesh Home
Minister Mama Natung told
The Indian Express that the
state government is awaiting
an official report from the dis-
trict on these claims.

“Currently, these are still
claims, and we are awaiting an
official report on this based on
findings by the district admin-
istration, elected represen-
tatives, locals and panchayat
committees. If encroachment
has happened, it will be very
wrong. We will constitute a
committee to find out what’s
goingon,” he said.



Designated BLOs to visit every registered address even if it’s ‘a pillar under a flyover’, says CEO; month-long exercise to run

until July 29; the national capital has 13,033 polling booths covering 1,45,10,298 voters; draft roll will be published on August 5

Suruchi Kumari
NEW DELHI

head of the door-to-
Adoor exercise for
the special inten-

sive revision (SIR) of electo-
ral rolls beginning in Delhi
from Tuesday, Chief Electo-
ral Officer (CEO) Ashok Ku-
mar on Monday said the
Election Commission of In-
dia (EC) will work out a me-
chanism to ensure that vo-
ters whose homes have
recently been demolished
are not excluded.

Noting that the issue had
emerged in the run-up to
the exercise, Mr. Kumar
said the concern was re-
garding electors whose re-
gistered addresses no lon-
ger exist because their
houses have been
demolished.

“Since their houses at
the registered addresses
may have been demolished
by the time of the Booth Le-
vel Officer (BLO)’s visit, and
they might not be able to
obtain alternative . resi-
dence proof during the du-
ration of the SIR, we will
work out a plan to ensure
their inclusion,” he said at a
press conference.

would visit every registered address even if it were a temporary location, the CEO said. ANI

The month-long exercise
will run until July 29, during
which BLOs, including
teachers, anganwadi work-
ers and other government
staff, will visit every house-
hold to distribute pre-print-
ed enumeration forms in
duplicate to-all existing
electors.

Delhi has 13,033 polling
booths covering 1,45,10,298
voters, and each elector
will receive two copies of
the form at their registered
address.

“Electors will have to fill
the form and submit one
copy to the BLO, who will
issue an acknowledgement
receipt. BLOs will also assist

voters in filling out the
forms during their visits. If
a voter is unavailable, the
forms will be handed over
to an adult family member
or left at the residence if it is
locked,” Mr. Kumar said.

He added that the draft
electoral roll will be pu-
blished on August 5, after
which claims and objec-
tions may be filed until Sep-
tember 4. The claims and
objections would be dis-
posed of by October 3 and
the final electoral roll
would be published on Oc-
tober 7.

Responding to a ques-
tion about the inclusion of
homeless persons, Mr. Ku-

mar said BLOs would visit
every registered address
even if it were a temporary
location. “BLOs will visit
the registered address of
the elector even if it is a pil-
lar under a flyover. If they
are not there, they can file
claims and objections after
the draft list is published,”
he said.

Asked whether the exer-
cise could be affected by
the monsoon and if the dea-
dline for submission of en-
umeration forms could be
extended, he said the one-
month period was adeq-
uate. “One month is
enough for conducting the
exercise,” he said.

As part of the SIR, elec-
tors are required to map
their details with the electo-
ral roll prepared during
Delhi’s last exercise in 2002
or with the last SIR roll of
any other State where they
were enrolled at the time. If
a voter’s name is not found
in previous SIR rolls, they
can establish eligibility by
linking themselves to pa-
rents or grandparents
whose names appear in
those rolls.

Electoral process
Around 42% of electors
were mapped in Delhi as
part of pre-SIR mapping.
Electors can check their
own names or those of
their blood relatives in pre-
vious SIR rolls through the
ECINET app. If unable to
map their names to any
previous SIR roll, they will
have to submit one of the 12
documents approved by
the EC after receiving a not-
ice from the Electoral Regis-
tration Officer following pu-
blication of the draft roll on
August 5. The Delhi roll was
frozen on June 16, with
around 2.48 lakh new vo-
ters added between Janu-
ary and June 16.



Bengal passes preventive
detention, legal curbs Bill

Govt. can detain a person for a year to prevent anti-social activity; CM Suvendu Adhikari says State
‘will not misuse [law]... for political vendetta’; law won't stand legal scrutiny, says Trinamool MLA

Shiv Sahay Singh concern from the
KOLKATA Crackin g down ( Opgqsition. .
rinamoo rom

Chanchal and former IPS

officer Prasun Banerjee de-

The West Bengal government says the newly introduced Bi
aim to curb anti-social activities

The Bill proposes consti-
tution of an advisory board
where every detention
case will be scrutinised
within three weeks. The
board, which will com-
prise a chairperson who is
or has been a High Court
judge, will decide if a per-
son remains in detention
or has to be released.

Section 10 (4) of the Bill

= The West Bengal Public
Safety and Control of
Anti-Social Activities Bill,
2026, allows preventive
detention for up to one
year if authorities believe

a person may engage in
future anti-social activities.
Cases will be reviewed
by an advisory board

= The Bill
states that
detained

tioner before an advisory
B&afd.” The proviso of the
same sub-section says that
the board may remove this
prohibition in appropriate
cases which should be re-
corded in writing.

‘Won’t misuse’
Chief Minister Suvendu Ad-
hikari said such a law has

persons will ordina ’Q

be represented by a law,
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te @@ Public Order
(Amendment) Bill,
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authorities to
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become necessary because
of the criminalisation of
politics and added that si-
milar laws have been im-
plemented in Maharash-
tra, Delhi, Uttar Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh, and
Jharkhand.

Mr. Adhikari referred to
incidents of mob violence
when the Trinamool Con-
gress was in power, partic-
ularly the killings of Hara-
gobinda Das and Chandan
Das in April 2025.

“We will not misuse this
law. This law will not be
used against anyone for
the purpose of political
vendetta,” he said, amidst

scribed certain provisions
of the Bill as “scary” and
said the law will not stand
judicial scrutiny. He said by
empowering the adminis-
tration, the BJP govern-
ment is creating a “Fran-
kenstein” with sweeping
powers. He said that by al-
lowing District Magistrates
to issue warrants, the Bill is
trying to create a “State
within the State”.

‘Anarchy is prevailing

Minister Agnimitra Pau
said the Trinamool govern-
ment was run by “goons”
and the new law is an at-
tempt at course correction.

Several Opposition
MLAs said the Bill will curb
peaceful protests and stu-
dents’ movements.




Why are States opposing VB-G RAM G

EXPLAINER

Sobhana K. Nair

The Union Rural Develop-
ment Ministry notified the
draft rules for the new em-
ployment scheme on May
22, giving a month to stake-
holders to submit their
feedback.

Section 5(1) empowers
the Union government to
“notify rural areas im+a
State” where the scheme
will be implemented. This
is a departure from-the
MGNREGA, which was un-

iversal. Another departure

allows for a
iod, pausing

amme during
icultural seasons

At least three States have raised
questions about the shift in the
financial model of VB-G RAM G.

wages should increase
from the present 3255 to
%413. Jammu & Kashmir,
meanwhile, wants an in-

crease in wages from 3272
to 311, Both Jharkhand
and Punjab argued that
wages should be competi-
tive and in line with market
conditions. Uttarakhand
underlined the tough land-
scape that workers have to
work on and sought a com-
pensatory hike. Nearly all
States have highlighted de-
lays in clearing the wage
and material bill by the
Centre.

Centre to hold power
One of the key concerns
raised by academics and
activists is that the VB-G
RAM G gives dispropor-
tionate power to the
Centre. As per the draft
rules on inter-State distri-
bution of funds, the Union
government will adopt ob-
jective parameters utilised
for horizontal devolution
among States as recom-
mended by the 16th Fi-
nance Commission. The
exact application metho-
dology is determined at
the discretion of the Union
government, a clause,
flagged as concerning.



ply roads from 2028

Territorial government notifies new EV policy that mandates all two-wheelers to shift to EVs from
April 1, 2028; only electric three-wheelers and N1 trucks to be registered from January 1, 2027

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

otifying its new EV
N policy on Monday,
the Delhi govern-
ment said that it would fo-
cus entirely on electric
vehicles, and that no subsi-

dies would be provided for

The territorial govern-
ment has also put into
place deadlines for various
categories of vehicles to be
transitioned to EVs. From

Calling the policy ‘trans-
formative and revolution-
ary’, the CM said that the
transition would be instru-
mental in combatting air
pollution in the city. Ms.
Gupta said that the new
policy was likely to come
into effect on July 1, 2026,
and would remain effective
till March 31, 2030.

The transport depart-
ment will be the nodal

—t ‘! i

A\‘:,--

ﬂr

\

No entry: Transport Secretary Niharika Rai claimed 46% of air
pollution was caused by by two- and three<wheelers. FILE PHOTO

agency for the implemen-
tation of the policy with
Delhi Transco Ltd. (DTL)
responsible for developing
charging infrastructure.in
the city, including collabo-
rating with the power de-
partment and distribution
companies to provide pow-
er for the EV transition.

Transport Secretary Ni-
harika Rai said that 33% of
air pollution was caused by
commercial goods carrier
vehicles and 46% by two-
and three-wheelers. “The
policy focuses on these
vehicles specifically. We
are trying to convert the
entire fleet of these vehi-
cles into EV,” she said.

The government has al-
located a budget of 37,000
crore for implementation
of the policy with an addi-
tional ¥3,000 crore as pur-
chase and scrapping incen-
tives. About %1,000 crore
has been allocated for de-
velopment of charging in-
frastructure in the city. Be-
sides, citizens would also
be exempted from road tax

and registration fee would
be waived for all electric
vehicles (EVs). The govern-
ment was expected to lose
%3,000 crore worth of re-
venue from these benefits,
the officials said.

However, the officials
specified that the road tax
and registration fee ex-
emption would be applica-
ble for cars costing only up
to T30 lakh, at ex-show-
room price.

The official said that citi-
zens would get purchase
incentives of up to
330,000 for two-wheelers:
%30,000 in the first year of
notification of the policy,
320,000 in the second
year and 10,000 in the
third year. For three wheel-
ers, the incentives will be
350,000, 340,000 and
330,000 respectively, for
the first, second and third
years. Similarly, a subsidy
of up to 2 lakh would be
provided for NI commer-
cial trucks in the first year
of the EV policy.

Scrapping incentives for

vehicles below BS-IV emis-
sion « norms - categories
would be around 10,000
for two-wheelers, 325,000
for three-wheelers and 1
lakh for four-wheelers.
Scrapping NI trucks would
beget 350,000 as incentive
and Gramin Seva units
completing their lifecycle
in the coming years, would
also get 15,000 subsidy,
the officials said.

Moreover, electric N2
trucks, i.e., those carrying
loads from 3.5-12 tonnes,
would be exempted from
‘No Entry’ timings for the
next 10 years. However,
this is applicable only to
the first 1,000 N2 trucks
purchased within three
months of notification of
the policy.

The officials also said
that no subsidy would be
provided for hybrid vehi-
cles. A new dedicated EV
portal would keep track of
purchased and registered
vehicles for which consum-
ers would have to submit
their documents to avail
subsidies and incentives.

Consumers would be
able to apply for the subsi-
dies within 30 days of is-
suance of registration cer-
tificates. The subsidies
would be provided within
60 days through DBT.

The government also
plans to install 32,000
charging points infrastruc-
ture within the next four
years, funded by PM e-
Drive schemes as well as
the Delhi government
budget.



Dozens killed as Pakistan
targets Afghan militants

Agence France-Presse

TSAMKANI (AFGHANISTAN)

e night-time strikes
are the latest flare-up of
violence between the
neighbours whose rela-
tionship has been fraught
since 2021, when the Tali-
ban government took pow-
er in Kabul, and follow a
weeks-long war that erupt-
ed in Februa

In ruins: Afghan residents looking at a building damaged in a
Pakistani‘air strike at a village in Paktia province on Monday. AFP

B killing 36 civi-

lians and wounding 163.

Mr. Tarar said the latest
offensive targeted Jamaat-
ul-Ahrar, a splinter group
of the Tehreek-i-Taliban Pa-
kistan (TTP). In the coun-
tries’ capitals, the Foreign
Ministries summoned each

other’s diplomats over the
attack in Afghanistan’s bor-
der area and earlier in Pa-
kistan’s megacity Karachi.
In Paktia’s Tsamkani dis-
trict, hundreds of mour-
ners gathered before the
funeral beds of some of

CONTINUED ON
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Dozens killed as Pak.
targets Afghan militants

Their war earlier this year killed hundreds of Af-
ghans and displaced tens of thousands, according
to the UN.

There have been sporadic attacks since a cease-
fire was reached in March, with Pakistani strikes
in June killing 13 people, Afghan-officials said.

Authorities said three paramilitary personnel
were killed and that they had detained an Afghan
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Afghan authorities have repeatedly denied that
the country is used by militants and say Pakistani
operations have caused a heavy civilian death toll.



Iran to get $6 billion in frozen
assets from Qatar: Pezeshkian

President praises interim agreement, calls it ‘a great victory for the Iranian people’; no mention of

assets release by the US. or Qatar; Tehran had struck a tanker with Qatari crude oil this weekend

Associated Press
DUBAI

During the war that be-
gan when the U.S. and Is-
rael launched attacks on
Iran on February 28, Teh-
ran’s-attacks and threats
stopped. cargo ships and
tankers from moving

-

Pezeshkian in Pakistan — a key mediator in the negotiations. AP

through the strait, in which
about a fifth of all traded
oil.and natural gas passed
in peacetime, creating a
global energy crisi

retaliatory American air-
strikes and concerns that
negotiations to reach a for-
mal end to the war could
be disrupted. Iran
launched drone and mis-
sile attacks targeting Bah-
rain and Kuwait on
Sunday.

On interim deal

Mr. Pezeshkian offered
praise for the interim deal,
which includes waivers for

sanctions on Iran’s oil and
petrochemical sectors, in
comments published on
Monday by the state-run
IRNA news agency, calling
it “a great victory for the
Iranian people.”

U.S. officials say no frozen
Iranian assets have been




