Protesters demand justice for six
slain Naga villagers in Manipur

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

The six, including a pas-
tor, went missing from Lei-
lon Vaiphei village in Kang-
pokpi district after three
church leaders were am-
bushed and killed in anoth-
er part of the district on
May 13.

ANSAM president An-
teshang Maring said the

All Naga Students’ Association Manipur demonstrators march

#

through the city to demand justice for the six Naga civilians. AnI

protest was organised to
draw attention to the fami-
lies and community seek-
ing justice for the six civi-
lians;. “who were held
hostage for over 20 days”
before being killed.

Railway line to Moreh
Manipur Chief Minister

Yumnam Khemchand
Singh on Saturday said a
peaceful environment was
necessary to extend the
railway network in the
State up to Moreh, which
lies on India’s border with

Myanmar. Addressing a pu-
blic welfare camp in Im-
phal West district, he said
Imphal would be on the
country’s railway map
within the next two years.

Mr. Singh added that the
rail network is planned to
be extended up to Moreh,
about 105 km southeast of
Imphal. He indicated that
Moreh could then serve as
a gateway to Southeast
Asia under India’s Act East
policy.

The Chief Minister reit-
erated, however, that there
could be no development
in Manipur without a
peaceful environment.

He urged all communi-
ties in the State to keep
their differences aside and
pursue dialogue to ensure
long-lasting peace.



CJP presses for Education Minister Pradhan’s
resignation at second Jantar Mantar protest

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Cockroach Janta Party
(CJp) founder Abhijeet
Dipke returned to the capi-
tal on Saturday after de-
monstrations in six cities
and held a second protest
at Jantar Mantar, which
police moved to evacuate
after the permitted 5 p.m.
deadline. Mr. Dipke vowed
to continue the agitation
until Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan re-
signed, the key demand of
the CJP, which gained over
two crore social media fol-
lowers in a matter of days
last month.

Crowds at the venue
were comparable to those
at the June 6 protest, when
Mr. Dipke came straight
from the airport after arriv-
ing from the U.S. However,
the crowds largely started
dispersing after police re-
peatedly announced over
loudspeakers that the per-
mission for the demonstra-
tion had expiredat 5 p.m.
A few hundred protesters
nevertheless stayed back,
surrounding Mr. Dipke,

IN MEMORY OF

the students whe ook thels 1 dee o
the 2006 NLET knam Leak

Abhijeet Dipke, founder of the Cockroachdanta Party seen during a protest against the Education
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan at Jantar Mantar, in New Delhi on Saturday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

amid concerns within the
CJP that ~he could be
detained.

As the 5 p.m. deadline
approached, Mr. Dipke de-
clared that the protest was
not over and that it would
continue until Mr. Pradhan
stepped down. Mr. Dipke
then shared a handwritten
letter requesting permis-
sion from the police to ex-
tend the demonstration.
While the police ruled out

extending the CJP’s sanc-
tioned protest time, they
also reduced their pre-
sence at the site later in the
evening as the crowds
thinned out.

Late into the evening,
Mr. Dipke remained on the
stage constructed at the ve-
nue even as the police res-
tricted access to the stretch
of the Jantar Mantar road
where protests are usually
permitted.

Mr. Dipke said that food
and water were not being
allowed into the venue,
calling it a “human rights
violation”. He said that,
like Mahatma Gandhi, they
too were prepared to fast.

After sunset, authorities
switched off the floo-
dlights, forcing protesters
to rely on mobile phone
flashlights. He urged the
police to restore lighting.
“If anything happens to me

in this darkness, those who
switched off the lights will
be responsible,” he said.
The police later relented,
turning the floodlights
back on and allowing wa-
ter into the venue.

“Why is Dharmendra
Pradhan still continuing as
Minister?” Mr. Dipke asked
amid the evacuation. “Is
the law only for us? You
[Delhi Police] are giving us
a warning that your protest
time has ended. You
should also give a warning
to Dharmendra Pradhan
that your time in the Minis-
try has ended.”

Mr. Dipke had asked
supporters to arrive with
metal utensils and bang
them during the protest,
echoing Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi’s call in 2020
for citizens to express grat-
itude for frontline workers
during the COVID-19
pandemic.

The protest followed si-
milar demonstrations in
Pune, Lucknow, Amritsar,
Hyderabad, Bengaluru and
Jaipur.

(With inputs from

Nikhil M. Babu)




NEET-UG retest to be held

after previous test was cancelled over paper leak

allegations; CCTV, j Jammers installed at all exam centres; additional staff and invigilators deployed

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The National Testing
Agency (NTA) had can-
celled the National Eligibil-
ity-cum-Entrance Test (Un-
dergraduate) held on May
3 following allegations of
paper leak.

The NTA has put in
place comprehensive. ar-
rangements to ensure a
fair, secure and candidate-
friendly examination on
Sunday, it stated in an offi-
cial release on Saturday.

The test will be held at
more than 95,000 exami-
nation rooms, each

Security personnel at a NEET-UG examination centre during a mock
drill on Saturday, ahead of the retest. AN

equipped with CCTV. A to-
tal of 1,38,560 CCTV came-
ras have been installed,
with feeds monitored vir-
tually at the national, State
and Ministry levels. To se-
cure the examination
against electronic malprac-
tice, 51,311 jammers have
been deployed.

A nationwide mock drill
was conducted on Satur-

day to verify all systems,
including jammers, CCTYV,
and frisking arrangements.

A large number of per-
sonnel have been mobil-
ised for examination-day
duties. Each of the more
than 95,000 examination
rooms will have two invigi-
lators, and every centre
will have more than 10 ad-
ditional examination staff.

ere has been exten-
sive mobilisation of the
State and district adminis-
trations for the re-test. Pa-
ramilitary forces and the
Indian Air Force are also
involved in the exercise,
apart from the police and
postal departments. On av-
erage, around 40 to 50 se-
curity personnel will be
deployed at each examina-
tion centre.




Israeli strikes in Lebanon
kill 16 after claims of truce

Israel stays committed to truce and will continue to act against any threat to country or its forces,

says a statement; Hezbollah claims that it will not permit Israeli freedom of movement in Lebanon

Reuters
ZURICH/DUBAI/WASHINGTON

Lebanon’s state news
agency NNA said Israeli
warplanes and  drones
struck locations across
southern Lebanon and the
Bekaa Valley on Saturday,
both Hezbollah
strongholds.

Lebanon’s Civil Defence
service said 16 people were
killed in the raids.

An Israeli_military offi-
cial said Hezbollah fired

Crushed dreams: A child.stands at the site of an Israeli strike in

Qennarit, southern Lebanon on Saturday. REUTERS

more than 50 projectiles at
Israeli forges in southern
Lebanon overnight, and
that Israel had attacked
what it described as Hez-
bollah targets in res e.
A'military statement added
that Israel was committed
to the ceasefire and would
continue to act against any
threat to Israel or its forces.

A Hezbollah statement
said its fighters had con-
fronted Israeli forces trying
to infiltrate the Ali al-Taher
hill area in southern Leba-
non overnight, and had in-
flicted casualties.

A senior Hezbollah offi-
cial said that the group

would not allow Israeli
forces freedom of move-

ment in Lebanese
territory.
‘Committed to truce’

Lebanon was drawn in-
E)—IBW he regional war when

ezbollah attacked Israel
after the U.S. and Israel be-

an their war on Iran. Is-
rael responded with an of-

fensive against Hezbollah

that included
south Lebanon.

One of the deadliest Is-
raeli strikes on Saturday hit
a three-storey residential
building in the town of Bar-
ish in the Tyre district, kill-
ing a father, a mother and
their two children, a town
official said.

The Lebanese army said
an Israeli strike had also
killed a soldier on the Kfar-
rumman-Nabatieh road.

Israel’s Arabic-language
military spokesperson said
calm and stability could be
achieved if Hezbollah
ceased what she described
as hostile activities and vio-
lations of agreements. She
said Israel’s presence in Le-
banon was intended to re-
move threats, not to harm
Lebanese civilians.

Lebanon’s Health Minis-
try said that Israeli attacks
since March 2 had reached
4,057 dead, including 135
health and emergency
workers, and 12,121 people
wounded.

Israel says at least 32 Is-
raeli soldiers and four civi-
lians have been killed in
the conflict with
Hezbollah.

invading



Iran ‘closes’ Hormuz amid
Israeli attacks on Lebanon

Will ‘plan and take further measures' if Israeli attacks continue, says Iran while citing ‘violations’

of the ceasefire MoU; according to Pakistan’s statement, ‘technical talks’ were set to restart today

Stanly Johny

“In light of the United
States’ clear breach of its
commitments on ending
the war, and in response to
the continuous and relent-
less violations of the cease-
fire by the Zionist regime in
southern Lebanon..., as
well as considering the fai-
lure of the occupying Zion-
ist forces to withdraw from
southern Lebanon, it is an-
nounced that the Strait of
Hormuz will be closed to
vessel traffic,” Iran’s Kha-

tam “al-Anbiya Central

strike in the city of Barish in southern Lebanon on Saturday. REUTERS

Headquarters said in a

Bl citing the Israeli

bombing of Lebanon.

signed, Iran had eased res-
trictions on the strait and
U.S. President Donald
Trump had said the critical

waterway was fully open.
The Iranian mili

command on Saturday said

the closure of the strait “is

the first step of response to
the enemy’s breach of

statement.
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Iran ‘closes’ Hormuz as
Israel attacks Lebanon

U.S. Vice-President J.D. Vance, however, said there
is no evidence that the strait is closed again. ENVEN

cloSing downthe StraifofHormuz,” the U.S. Vice:
President told Fox News. [iNGaciialiisoticinilk
lion barrels of oil out of the strait yesterday (Fri-
day). So you are seeing those ships move,” he said.
“The U.S. and Iran and their allies in the cur-
rent war declare the immediate and permanent
termination of military operations on all fronts,
including in Lebanon, and undertake from now
on not to initiate any war-or any military opera-
HORasanSHeachiioties and to refrain from the

threat or use of force against each other, and en-
suring the territorial integrity and sovereignty of
Lebanon,” reads the first clause of the Memoran-
dum, signed by U.S. President Donald Trump and
his Iranian counterpart Masoud Pezeshkian. The
U.S. has-also lifted its maritime blockade on Ira-
nian ports as it promised in the MoU after its

signing.

forces from the territories it has seized. Over the
past two days Israel has carried out multiple air
strikes in Lebanon, killing dozens of people. It
claims it is responding to attacks from Hezbollah,
the Iran-backed Shia militia which is resisting the
Israeli occupation.



Mines, logistics, deep uncertainty
threaten Middle East oil rebound

Shipowners
remain wary of
Hormuz journey
until it is clear
crew will be safe

Lisa Friedman &
RebeccaF Elliott
Rome, June 20

Thepreliminarydealtotryto
end the war promised a formal
reopeningof the Strait, anarrow
waterway on Iran’s southern
coast. But the agreement has
brought no great
flood of oil-laden
ships — at least
notinitially.

Shipowners
are eager to get
outbutgenerally remain wary of
risking a journey through the
strait until it is clearer that their
crews will be safe. Oil producers
intheareaconfrontasimilarcal-
culus: They are ready torampup
production but want to see evi-
dence that a critical mass of
vessels is returning to the Per-
sian Gulfto pickup theiroil. And
any escalation of the regional
conflict, like the violence invol-
vingIsrael andIran-backed Hez-
bollah militantsonFriday, could

| DX

Aslsrael continued attacks in Lebanon, Iranclosed the Strait of Hormuz again Saturday.

deliver a blow to efforts to kick-
start the flow of energy.

“We are thinking seriously of
havinglarger storage facilitiesall
overthe world,” Yasir O Al-Ru-
mayyan, chair of Saudi Arabia’s
state oil giant, Saudi Aramco,
saidonThursday ataconference
in Rome.

This month, Sheikh Nawaf
AlSabah, CEO of state-owned oil
company Kuwait Petroleum,
said in Washington that the firm
was in talks with Saudi Arabia
and the UAE about expanding
the pipeline systems in those

countries to move Kuwaiti
barrels around the strait.
ait has been among the
hardesthitby thestrait’s closure
because its location, sand-
wiched between Iraq and Saudi
Arabia, leaves it no alternative
route for exporting its oil.
“When you lookat pipelines,
theyare only assafe as theexport
facility at the end of it,” Sheikh
Nawaf said, noting that during
the war, Iran launched attacks
on Saudi Arabia and the UAE.
The conflict caused the lar-
gest oil supply disruption in
history, and analysts said the
recovery would be uneven, par-
ticularly in the Middle East.
The continuing reverberations
will be felt globally because the
strait acts as a major artery,
supplying about one-fifth of

the world’s oil.

accord-
ing to Kpler, a maritime data

oil tankers were returningto the
Gulf, presumably en route to
load oil that had acc i
storage there.

Analystsat JPMorgan Chase
said in a report on June 12 that
the strait was “starting to creak
open,”with an estimated 5.1 mil-
lion barrels of oil flowing

through itaday, compared with
2.9 million barrels per day in
May. That uptick lifted Persian
Gulf oil exports to nearly 9 mil-
lion barrels a day in June,
JPMorgan Chase estimated, the
highest level since the war
began, with much of the oil leav-
ing through ports that did not
require transit through Strait.

mA -Rumayyan said.
‘All the regional producers
are preparingtoincrease oil pro-
duction and get more oil out of
the strait as soon as they can,”
said Greg Brew, a senior analyst
with the Eurasia Group, a con-
sulting firm.

Many shipowners remain
cautious. Jerry Kalogiratos, a
CEO of Greek oil and gas ship-
ping firms, said he was looking
not only for an end to the fight-
ing in the Persian Gulf, but also
for evidence that his vessels
would be able to navigate the
strait safely and secure insur-
ancetodoso.

Ensuring the waterway is
safe from mines could take
weeks, experts said. And ship-
ping companies will need to se-
cure war risk coverage from
maritime insurers.

Alsoahurdle: getting tankers
backinthrough thestraittohelp
drain regional storage facilities,
which companies have filled to
thebrim. NYT




Bolivia declares state of

emergency; major military
deployment to follow

Reuters
LA PAZ

e move came In a live mes-
sage to the nation just hours after
Mr. Paz unveiled a deal struck on
Friday with the main union, the
Bolivian Workers’ Confederation,
(COB) that aimed to ease tension.

The conflict initially erupted af-
ter Mr. Paz abruptly cut long-
standing fuel subsidies to shrink
the deficit, amid a worsening dol-
lar crunch and talks with the Inter-
national Monetary Fund (IME).

Despite later steps to stabilise
fuel prices and reverse unpopular
land reforms, protests intensified
into broader discontent, with un-
ions demanding wage increases,
an end to fuel and dollar shortag-
es, and Mr. Paz’s resignation.

Protesting groups have cut off
key roads, stranding trucks and
choking supplies of food, fuel and |
medicines to many areas.

President Donald Trump
unveils the new Air Force
One, a converted Qatari jet

Associated Press
JOINT BASE ANDREWS

“This plane was transformed
into a flying White House at a level
of luxury that nobody has ever
seen before,” Mr. Trump said from
inside the massive Joint Base An-
drews hangar, as a couple

hundred assembled Air Force per-
sonnel looked on.




Meloni hits back as Trump
escalates G7 photo spat

Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

Italian Prime Minister Gior-
gia Meloni fired back at
U.S. President Donald
Trump on Saturday, saying
his “constant, unprovoked
attacks are senseless” after
he escalated a diplomatic
row by accusing her of re-
peatedly seeking a photo-
graph with him.

The clash has opened an
unusually personal rift bet-
ween Mr. Trump and one
of Europe’s most promi-
nent right-wing leaders,
who had sought to cast
herself as a bridge between
Washington and the conti-
nent during Mr. Trump’s
return to power.

Mr. Trump had initially
told Italian broadcaster
La7 that Ms. Meloni
“begged” him for a picture
at this week’s G7 summit in
France, saying he agreed
only because he “felt sorry
for her”.

Ms. Meloni angrily de-
nied the claim, calling it
“made up,” but Mr. Trump
doubled down in a post on
Truth Social, saying Ms.
Meloni had asked “over
and over” for a photo-
graph during the summit.

He also accused her of
trying to repair relations
with Washington for dom-
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Frosty handshake: Donald Trump had initially.told La7 that
Giorgia Meloni ‘begged’ him for.a picture at the G7 summit. AFp

estic political reasons after
Italy failed to support U.S.
action against Iran.

“Now, after the United
States defeated Iran milita-
rily, she wants to be friends
again in order to get her
‘numbers up. No
thanks!!"” he wrote.

He said Ms. Meloni was
doing “poorly in Italy” and
suggested this was linked
to her refusal to let the Un-
ited States use Italian
“landing strips or run-
ways” during the conflict
with Iran.

Mr. Trump also revived
his long-running complaint
that the United States
spends heavily to protect
“so-called” NATO allies,
saying Washington contri-
butes hundreds of billions
of dollars to defend Italy

and others.

Ms. Meloni, in a blister-
ing response on Instagram,
accused Mr. Trump of
“constant, unprovoked...
senseless” attacks and said
her popularity did not de-
pend on her relationship
with the U.S. President.

“Being your friend cer-
tainly has not helped it,
nor does it depend on my
relationship with you,” she
wrote. She rejected Mr.
Trump’s criticism over the
use of U.S. military facili-
ties in Italy, saying they
were governed by agree-
ments that Rome had
respected.

Ms. Meloni sought to
draw a line under the spat,
saying Saturday’s response
would be her last remarks
on the subject.

Diplomats
hold talks on
U.S-Iran deal
in Swiss resort

Agence France-Presse
GENEVA

Diplomats from several
countries were meeting on
Saturday at a Swiss retreat
in a bid to maintain dia-
logue on the preliminary
U.S.-Iran deal to halt the
West Asia war, said Bern.

The Swiss Foreign Minis-
try said diplomats were in
discussions at the luxury
Burgenstock resort near
Lucerne in central Switzer-
land, without giving furth-
er details. A diplomatic
source said the discussions
under way on Saturday
were  preparatory in
nature.

Senior-level talks at the
hotel complex were initial-
ly planned for Friday, but
were called off, with the
process shrouded in layers
of uncertainty, as Israel
carried out deadly strikes
in southern Lebanon.

Swiss public broadcas-
ter RTS said technical dele-
gations from the U.S. and
Iran, plus from mediators
Qatar and Pakistan, were
present at the discussions.

“Diplomats from va-
rious countries currently
present are continuing
their efforts to maintain
the dialogue,” the Foreign
Ministry said.



