Jindigenously built naval ships
to be commissioned tomorrow

Dunagiriis stealth

frigate, Agray
anti-submarine
warfare craft and
Sanshodhakis

survey vessel

Amrita Nayak Dutta
New Delhi, June19

THE INDIAN Navy will com-
mission three indigenously
built frontline platforms —SDi
nagiri, Sanshodhak, and Agray

—SiNKGIKata on Sunday, and
the ceremony will be presided
over by Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi.

stealth frigate, Sanshodhakisa
survey vessel (large), andiAgray
is @manti-submarine warfare
shallow water craft.

In a statement issued Fri-
day, the Navy said the plat-
forms represent key oper-
ational.seapabilities across
maritime.«combat, hydro-
graphic surveying, and anti-
submarinewarfare. They have

Dunagiriis equipped withadvanced weapons and sensors,
including BrahMos surface-to-surface missiles and the medium
range surface-to-airmissile system. i

been designed by the Indian
Nayy’s Warship Design Bureau
andreonstructed by Garden
Reach Shipbuilders & Engin-
eers (GRSE), Kolkata.

“Together, they reflect the
Navy’s balanced approach to
capability development,
strengthening blue-water oper-
ations, enhancing maritime
domain awareness, and secur-
ing coastal waters against evol-
ving threats,” it said.

Sanshodhak the fourth
survey vessel (large), is de-
signed for coastal and deep-
water hydrographic surveys
and collection of ocean-
ographic and geophysical data

for defence and civil applica-
tions, and is equipped with ad-
vanced survey systems includ-
ing autonomous underwater
vehicles and remotely oper-
ated vehicles

W

Accordingto the statement,
the three platforms demon-
strate the growing maturity of
India’s indigenous shipbuild-
ingecosystem, with indigenous
content exceeding 75 per cent.

In astatement earlierin the

day, the Prime Minister’s Office
said that these inductions will
significantly bolster the na-
tion’s operational capabilities,
enhance maritime domain
awareness, and strengthen the
security of our coastal waters
against geopolitical threats.



Navy to get 12 sets of

indigenous 1.25 MW
gas turbine generators

Amrita Nayak Dutta
New Delhi, June 19

The development is signifi-
cant sincethe-contract marks a
major progress towards manu-
facturingindigenous marine gas
turbine generators for Indian
ships. So far, Indian warships
havebeenfitted with marine gas
turbine generators imported
from Russia since the 1980s.
Every warship has a combina-
tion of two to four marine gas
turbine generators and marine
diesel generators for power gen-
eration. HOWever, over the last
three years, the Navy has been
working to indigenise gas tur-

or Kolkata-class ships

bine partsand the compressorto
reduce dependence onimports
of spare parts for theirmainten-
ance and has beenin talks with
Indianfirms. Work has been on
toindigenisemarine gas turbine
generators by BHEL and Bharat
Forge Limited.

Inastatement issued Friday,
the Defence Ministry said the
procurement would enhance
maritimeself-reliancein critical
strategic technologies and
bolster the Indian Navy’s oper-
ational readiness through in-
digenous production and end-
to-end life-cycle support.

Separately, in a statement,
Pune-based Bharat Forge Li-
mited (BFL) said the1.25 MW gas
turbine generators will replace
the lower-capacity units cur-
rently in service. “Awarded
under the Buy (Indian) category
of the Defence Acquisition
Procedure2020 (DAP-2020), the
contract marks BFL's entry into
the marine gasturbine (GT) busi-
ness — and will deliver the first
indigenous GT-based power
plant to operate aboard Indian
Naval ships,” it added.



Right to walk on safe footpaths

a fundamental right, says SC

Ananthakrishnan G
New Delhi, June 19

THE SUPREME Courton Friday
held that the right towalk on se-
cured footpaths is a fundamen-
tal right and urged the govern-
menttobringalawthat declares
this right and recognises the
duty of municipal authorities
andlocal bodiestobuild, demar-
cate,and maintain necessary pe-

WEHiBIES,” said the bench of Jus-
tices P S Narasimha and Atul S
Chandurkar.

The court said that the fun-
damental right to walk on de-
marcated footpaths has a cor-

relative duty. “If the road exists,
there is a duty to ens

there aredemarcated.

bearers are the evelop-/
mentauthorities, 1-
porations, municip: and

even parn , who must en-

deavour t ate, con-

struct, mai and safeguard

fi and other necessary

estrian infrastructure, as

ing is integral to life,” the
bench said.

It further added that “the vi-
olationoftherighttowalkonde-

marcated footpaths will entitle
the citizens to invoke constitu-
tionaland legal remedies against
duty bearers for restitution and
compensation. This remedy is
independent of the remedies
that are available under the
Motor Vehicles (MV) Act,
1988.”The judgment came in a
motor accident claim case re-
lated to a five-year-old boy’s
death. A man and his son were
walking toward hisschoolwhen
atanker hitthe boy, crushing his
waist and lower body later suc-
cumbing to the injuries.

On May 30, 2016, the Motor
Accidents Claims Tribunal
(MACT) granted compensation
of Rs7.821akh, with 6 per centin-
terest per annum. The Supreme

Court enhanced it to Rs .
11,44,628, and directed that it be
paid within two months.

The Supreme Court noted
“therewas neither afootpath nor
a pedestrian crossing” on the
stretch of road where the acci-
dent happened and added that
such incidents “continue to
occur...till we restructure our
rights regime as regards access
toroadsand recognise their cor-
relative duties”.” It is rather
strange that we failed to focus on
recognising and securing this
‘right towalk’. It may be because
wheels eclipsed our imagin-
ation, and our municipal admin-
istrationwasbusy creatingroads
that are suitable for motorised
vehicles,” the court added.




Delhi HC upholds curbs on
Telegram amid NEET row

it says

Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

“An application or plat-
form performs logical,
arithmetic and memory
functions through elec-
tronic, magnetic or optical
impulses, and includes in-
put, output, processing,
storage, computer soft-

Court’s endorsement

What the Delhi High Court said in the Telegram case

= Centre has cited circulation of
purported examination papers
and fraudulent activities
targeting students as reason

= Centre empowered under
Section 69A of the IT Act

to restrict ‘entire platform’
access

= Govt. order not
disproportionate
as attempts to
resolve through
channel-
specific take-
downs failed

= Temporary restrictions

were proportionate
to the objective

of preventing
misinformation

and criminal
activity

ware and communication
facilities connected with a
computer system or com-
puter network. According-
ly, this court is of the view
that Respondent No. 1 was
empowered under Section
69A of the IT Act to issue

missing Telegram’s A significant aspect of held that the Act’s broad directions for blocking pu-
challenge to the June 16  the ruling is the court’sen-  definition of “information”  blic access to Telegram,” it
emergency blocking ordef,  dorsement of the govern-  encompasses software and  said.
the court'found that the ment’s interpretation of computer programmes. The court rejected Tele-
Union government had'ol- -~ Section 69A. Since Telegram functions gram’s contention that the
lowed the procedure pre- through software infras-  order reflected non-appli:
scribed undemSection 69A  “Entire platform’ tructure constituting a (cationof mind.
of the InformationyTech- (Rejecting Telegram’s argi:  “computer resource”, the
nologyActand hadrecord- ment that the provision government was legally CONTINUED ON
ed reasonsforin- permits” blocking only empowered to direct a  »PAGES
VO its emergency specificcontentandnotan temporary block on the  RELATED REPORTON
powers. entire platform, the court platform, the court said. » PAGE 8



HC upholds Telegram
curbs amid NEET row

The court observed that the government had
specifically cited the circulation of purported ex-
amination papers, fraudulent activities targeting
students and the inability of existing measures to
curb recurring violations.

»

According to materlal placed before the go-
vernment, operators of fraudulent networks were
routinely creating mirror- channels, backup
groups and successor accounts after enforcement
action, rendering targeted removals ineffective,
the court said. The judgment noted that authori-
ties had concluded that “nothing short of a plat-
form-level measure” would protect the integrity
of the examination during the critical period pre-
ceding the June 21 re-test.

Telegram had argued that it was being unfairly
singled out while other social media platforms
continued to operate. The company told the court
that it had cooperated with authorities, removed
flagged content within hours, and had taken
down over 900 links related to unlawful NEET
content using a combination of artificial intelli-
gence tools and manual moderation.

However, the court held that the emergent cir-
cumstances surrounding the NEET-UG controver-
sy justified the government’s intervention and
that the temporary restrictions were proportion-
ate to the objective of preventing misinformation
and criminal activity.



Culture Secretary

Vivek Aggarwal is new
FATF Vice-President

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

“Members approved the
priorities of the FATF un-
der the incoming U.K. Pre-
sidency, and appointed Mr.
Vivek Aggarwal of India as
the “incoming Vice-Presi-
dent. of the FATF (July
2026-June 2027),” said an
FATF release. Mr. Aggarwal
will succeed Giles Thom-
son, who has served as
FATF Vice-President since
July 1, 2025.

Currently serving as Se-
cretary in the Culture Mi-

Vivek Aggarwal

nistry, Mr. Aggarwal has
headed India’s delegation
to the FATF. He led a multi-
disciplinary team during
India’s FATF Mutual Eval-
uation process. His selec-
tion is being viewed as a
significant development
for India’s role in global fi-
nancial governance and ef-
forts to strengthen interna-
tional cooperation on
issues of anti-money laun-
dering, counterterrorist fi-
nancing, and illicit finan-
cial flows.



Pakistan is an example
of a ‘Frankenstein

state, India says at UN

Press Trust of India
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The remarks were made
by Anupama Singh, First
Secretary at India's Perma-
nent Mission to the United
Nations, on Wednesday faf®

She also said that “de-
isation of Islamic Coopera-  nial of basic freedoms has

tion (OIC) raisedthélsstie = brought matters to a point

ofJammu & Kashmir dur- where even demands for
ingthevintéractive Dia* rights and dignity are met
logue on the UN High Com-

with bullets and brutality.”




Moving from drone purchases to drone partnerships

also signals a
shift from buying large, sophisticated platforms
such as fighter aircraft to smaller, cheaper and
more attritable systems. This shift also means
procurement practices will have to address the

The willingness to
spend money on these platforms is a good sign,
but the question now is whether procurement
systems will spend it well.

The economics of drones

trend across recent wars has been to produce
vast numbers of cheap drones, and deploy them
in large numbers. Creative uses and modifications
of drones that were originally manufactured for
commercial use, have also served as an
inexpensive means to achieve military objectives.
Ukraine’s use of first-person-view (EPV) drones
that have been retrofitted with warheads has
made many headlines. Innovation in the defence

drone sector is therefore closely linked to
innovation in civilian drone technology, creating
a need for more iterative and collaborative
research and development (R&D) processes. The
case of the Chinese drone industry demonstrates
the benefits of closer collaboration among
industry, academia and the military.

i

Adya Madhavan

Researcher at the
Takshashila The challenge of drone rel
Institution The other unique aspect of procurmg tactical

drones, is that the challenge lies not in acquiring
them, but in ensuring that they stay relevant. A
state-of-the-art fighter jet or tank bought in 2015 is
still relatively new today, and is reasonably
competitive. Tactical drones bought today can be
obsolete in as little as two to three years, as
enemy capabilities and threat environments
continue to evolve. Enemy electronic warfare
(EW) units can adapt their jammers to the signal
of a new drone in as little as six to eight weeks.
| When Ukrainian engineers faced this issue, the
solution was not to procure new systems with
different communication links, but to replace
radio links with fibre-optic cables. Processes need
to be quick, and allow for rapid modifications and
upgrades without the constraint of red tape and
bureaucratic timelines.

India’s drone
ambitions
require smarter
contracts and
continuous
innovation

The key shortcoming of current procurement
frameworks is that buyer-seller relationships

remain fundamentally transactional. The
underlying assumption is that once the
government identifies a requirement, it can issue
a tender and procure a product that meets it.

However, in a domain where technology
evolves rapidly, products require continuous
iteration and improvement.

Partnerships, not transactions

A more suitable model for tactical drone
procurement may resemble a managed service
contract rather than like purchasing hardware.

Much like large organisations that procure
computers with maintenance, software updates
and replacement support, the armed forces could
enter longer-term agreements with drone
manufacturers. Such contracts would provide
industry with demand predictability while
ensuring assured supply, upgrade pathways and
surge production capacity during conflicts. They
would also create a framework for continuous
improvements, including performance
enhancements and adaptations to evolving
electronic warfare threats. Most importantly, they
would foster closer collaboration between the
armed forces and industry in a domain where
technology changes rapidly and future
requirements are constantly evolving.

While Indian policy frameworks continue to
take steps in the right direction, perhaps
structural changes within these frameworks
could create an environment better suited to
keeping pace with the evolution of tactical




ISRAEL SAYS IT TARGETED HEZBOLLAH POSITIONS, INFRASTRUCTURE IN RESPONSE TO CEASEFIRENTQLATIONS

Isracl strikes Kill 47 in Lebanon; Tel Aviv
says 4 soldiers dead in Hezbollahattack

Will extract ‘very
heavy price’,
says Netanyahu

Reuters
Jerusalem, June19

A senior Israeli official and
two Hezbollah sources con-
firmed the ceasefire to Reuters,
which the US official said was
duetobeginat4 pm. “If Hezbol-
lah does not attack us, then for
usitis notatime of war,” the Is-

b

Smoke billows from

Lebanon foll

raeli official said.

Israeli officials have voiced
angeratthe US-Iran pact, saying
it does not go far enoughto ad-
dressIsraeliconcemsover [ran's
nuclear progra e.

Israeli airstrikes had killed
at least 47 people in Lebanon
since midnight, the Lebanese
health ministry reported. Israel
reported four of its soldiers
killed in south Lebanon in one
of the deadliest Hezbollah at-

statement from the group ac-
cused Israeli forces of carrying
out attacks that killed civilians,
destroying homes and infra-

Earlier IsraeliPrimeMinister ~ structure, and continuing its

ground incursions.

Heavy fighting overnight
Wwas concentrated in an area
northofthe Litani River known
asAlial-Taherhill - high ground
strategically important to Hez-
bollah where Israeli forces had
sought to advance, a senior Le-
banese security source said.

Hezbollah said its fighters
ambushed an Israeli force ad-
vancing nearthe hill, destroying
three Merkava tanks with guided
missiles and targeting troops
with rocket and artillery fire.
Hezbollah said it later attacked
Israeli forces had sought toenter
theareatoretrieve casualties.

Israel has seized a self-de-
clared security zone inthesouth,
sayingitaimstoshield northern
Israel from Hezbollah attack. Its
forces have been razing villages
inthesouthwherethey say Hez-
bollah has embedded itself.

ingan Israelistrike, as seen from Marjayoun on Friday. Reuters

Washington: The next round of
Lebanese-Israeli talks will be
held June 23-25 in Washing-
ton, the US State Department
said on Friday following a call
between US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio and Lebanese

president Joseph Aoun.

Rubio “reiterated the need
todisarm” Hezbollah and reaf-
firmed US “support for the Gov-
ernment of Lebanon’s efforts
for a fully sovereign Lebanese
state...,” spokesperson
Tommy Pigott said. REUTERS

- Vance’sdefence of Iran

deal rests on vague
and misleading claims

Zolan Kanno-Youngs,
RebeccaF Elliott,
&EricaL Green
Washington, June19

VICE PRESIDENT JD Vance on
Thursday defended the prelim-
inary deal to stop the war with
Iran as a “win for the American
people.” But he relied in part on
astring of aspirational, vague
and misleading claimsaboutthe
agreement.

Vance, speaking at the White
House, sought to
counter criticism that
the deal would reward
and embolden Iran
without ensuring that
the US achieved the
mainobjectiveslaid out by Presi-
dent Donald Trump at the start
of the fighting.

The agreement, which re-
opened the Straitof Hormuz, ap-
peared to provide some econ-
omic relief to Americans on
Thursday, as oil and gas prices
dropped tolevels not seen since
the early days of the war.

Vance highlighted the devel-
opment as he continued his in-
creasingly prominent role as a
defender of the deal.

“We have all the cards,”
Vance said, adding, “If they
change theirbehavior, big things
aregoingtohappen forIranand
for the world. If they don’t, no
skin off our backs.”

Buthesoughttodivertatten-

| D

tion fromthetext ofthe memor-
andum of understanding re-
leased by the two sides on Wed-
nesday, which appeared to give
Iran a number of immediate
benefits.

Vance claimed that one im-
mediate concession in themem-
orandum of understanding —
lifting oil sanctions on Iran —
was “not a new benefit” for the
country. The claim ignores how
the economic penalties in place
before the war forced Iran to re-
sorttodesperate methods
tosell oil. Inthe memor-
andum, Iranreiterated its
long-standing commit-
ment not to pursue a nu-
clear weapon, an assur-
ance US and its allies have long
regarded aslargely meaningless.

Vance projected confidence
that the final agreement would
include terms upholding
Trump's goal of ensuring that
Iran cannot possess nuclear
weapons, and that Iran would
not benefit from the changes
promised in the memorandum
ifitdoesnot comply withthe US
demands.

“They have promised not to
enrich, they have promised they
would allow inspectors into de-
stroythat highly enriched stock-
pile,” Vancesaid. “That'swhy the
deal contemplates a number of
benefits if they do those things,
butitdoesn’tdoanythingifthey
don’t actually meet promises.”



Israel and Hezbollah ‘agree to halt
fighting’; U.S.-Iran talks uncertain

Israel carried out attacks soon after officials announced a ceasefire mediated by Qatar, US. and Iran, reports media; Israel’s

Defence Minister Katz says IDF would remain in southern Lebanon and would never allow people to return to their homes

Associated Press
JERUSALEM

srael and the Iranian-
l backed Hezbollah mil-

itant group agreed on
Friday to halt the heavy
fighting in southern Leba-
non that had threatened to
unravel an interim agree-
ment between the United
States and Iran to end their
war, officials said. Neither
Israel nor Hezbollah imme-
diately confirmed the
truce.

It came after a heavy ex-
change of fire killed 47 peo-
ple and wounded 97 others
in Lebanon and four Israeli
soldiers.

Hezbollah and Israel
went to war shortly after
the outbreak of the wider

Laid to ruin: Rubble from buildings destroyed in Israeli strikes in
the southern portecity of Tyre, Lebanon on Friday. A

conflict, with Hezbollah fir-
ing rockets and drones at
civilian communities in
northern Israel and Israel
seizing large swaths of
southern Lebanon.

The interim agreement

to end the Iran war has al-
ready reopened the Strait
of Hormuz, which Iran ef-
fectively closed, cutting the
global economy off from
supplies of oil. The deal
would also relaunch talks

on Iran’s nuclear
programme.

But the accord already
faces threats, chiefly from
Lebanon, with the fighting
there leading to a delay in
the start of talks planned
for Friday in Switzerland.

Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu has
vowed to keep Israeli forc-
es in southern Lebanon
until the threat is eliminat-
ed. Hezbollah has refused
to halt its attacks unless Is-
rael commits to withdraw-
ing from Lebanon, which
Iran says is also a condition
of the deal.

Hours after officials told
news organisations about
the truce, Israeli artillery
fire could still be heard
from northern Israel along

the Lebanese border, and a
large explosion was seen
erupting inside Lebanon,
according to a pressperson
in northern Israel.

Word of the attempt to
halt the fighting came from
two regional officials and a
U.S. official. The effort was
mediated by Qatar, the U.S.
and Iran, the regional offi-
cials said.

Earlier on Friday, Israeli
Defence Minister Israel
Katz said Israeli forces
would remain in southern
Lebanon “from the Medi-
terranean coast to the
heights of Beaufort”.

“The 200,000 residents
who lived in the security
zone are not returning.
None of them are return-
ing,” Mr. Katz said.



