AHEAD OF SEPTEMBER SUMMIT
China, Russia, Iranin
Delhi next week for
huddle of BRICS NSAs

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, June 18

EAS

In Beijing, Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesperson Lin Jian
told a media briefing Thursday
that Wang will exchange views
with other BRICS member states
- on the current international se-
of the BRICS NSAs on June curity situation and major inter-

CHINESE FOREIGN Minister
Wang Yi, Russian NSA Sergei
Shoigu and Iranian Supreme
National Security Council Dep-
uty Secretary Nezamipour will
be in New Delhi for the meeting

22-23, which will set the stage = Dovaland Wangare also India
for the summit of BRICS andChina’srepresentativesfor
leaders in India in September. _  boundary talks. pTiFiLE

national and regional issues.

with NSA Ajit Doval during the
visit. Doval will host the meet-
ing of the NSAs.

Wang was unable to attend - - .
the meeting of BRICS Foreign | formingandvolatileworld with

Ministerslastmonthbecausehe | manysecurity challengesonthe

Wang, who is also Beijing’s  had tobe in Beijing for the visit | rise, BRICS countries standingat
Special Representative on the  of USPresident Donald Trump. | the forefront of the global south
India-Chinaboundaryissue, is Sources [ = arc committed to safeguarding
expected to hold bilateral talks »CONTINUEDONPAGE2 || world peace,” Lin said.




Revised pact with UK. could
save $500 million for Indians

The agreement on social security, effective July 15, will save Indian firms and workers there about

$500 million worth of social security payments they otherwise would have had to pay in the UK.

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

HEWKY’ a Commerce Mi-
nistry official explained on
condition of anonymity
since the matter is confi-

dential until {uli 15.

minimum salary levels, the
savings to Indian compa-
On Wednesday, both go- =§
vernments announced that t
the DCC would come into  Willlcometonmorenthan
effect on July 1S along with  halfiaibillionidellars,” the
the Comprehensive Eco- official added.

nomic and Trade Agree-
ment (CETA) between In-
dia and the U.K.

Imbalances rectified

The issue that had arisen
was that, in the absence of
a DCC, companies employ-
ing Indian workers had to
pay social security for
these workers in India as
well as in the U.K. Most of
these workers were in the
U.K. for up to a period of
five years. However, the
benefits from social securi-
ty in the U.K. accrue only
after 10 consecutive years

Shot in the arm: There are more than 900 Indian companies at
present operational in the U.K., an official said. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK

of contribution.

“This meant that most
of the Indian workers there
were paying double social
security, and also were not
able to get any benefit from
the U.K. social security sys-
tem,” the official added.

thew K.

Companies will need to
obtain a certificate from
the Indian government
confirming that social se-
curity was being paid here,
which they can submit to
the U.K. government in or-
der to avail of the
exemption.

The CETA was also
signed in July last year and
was supposed to be imple-
mented by early May 2026.

However, a fresh UK.

regulation on steel i
tarifs temporarily —which
had not been part of the

CETA negotiations -

brought the trade deal pro-
ceedings to a halt as both
countries scrambled to
find a solution without hav-

ing to redo the CETA itself.

“We have arrived at a
deal on this steel measure,
which has taken care of
our concerns,” they added.
“It was finalised only yes-
terday afternoon [hours
before the deal was an-
nounced]. India will not
lose any market access,
and will have a decent mar-
ket access in the affected
portions. We are satisfied
with the overall deal. We
are happy that our con-
cerns on steel have been
addressed.”

The two officials would
not reveal details of what
concessions India has ob-
tained regarding the steel
tariffs as the matter was
still extremely sensitive for
the U.K., which was still ne-
gotiating with other coun-
tries on the matter.




‘Only 10% of 31,429
poll candidates since

2023 were women’

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

The proportion-of wo-
men candidates did not ex-
ceed 14% across these
States and Union Territo-
ries, according to an analy-
sis by the Association for
Democratic Reforms.

zero women candidates,
the report said.
Assemblies which had
the highest number of wo-
men candidates were Od-
isha (2024) at 13.9%, Delhi
(2025) at'13.7% and Pudu-
cherry (2026) at 13.6%.

and Jammu and Kashmir
(2024) recorded the lowest
participation, with women
constituting only 4.9% of
the total candidates.

Benchmark not met

As far as the Lok Sabha
polls were concerned, no
political party met the
one-third (33%) bench-
mark for women candi-
dates in the 2024 general
election.

While the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party and Indian Na-
tional Congress fielded
women candidates in the
range of 13%-16%, several
State parties recorded sub-
stantially higher levels of
female representation.




Telegram challenge once again puts

spotlight on Section 69A of IT Act

meet the proportionality

NEWS ANALYSIS test: they must be re-
quired, use the least res-

Rizmi Lia M. trictive measures available,
CHENNAI and be open to judicial

review.

Article 19(1)(g) provides
the right to practice any
profession or to engage in
any occupation, trade, or
business. Arban on a plat-

Telegram has approached the
Delhi HC challenging the ban,

form that has about 150
million users in India will
disrupt many creators,

The temporary ban on
the platform, which was in-
ltmllxmmmmuhmd
ical entrance exammg;lgn

paper_leak and misinfor-
mation campaigns, was

aimed at curbing another
paper leak during  the

NEET-UG retest. Telegram
has approached the Delhi
High Court challenging the
_Ban, which is set to last till
June 22, and the judgment

has be .
Section 69A of the IT Act

Union of India, the Su-
preme Court examined the
validity of the indefinite
blanket ban on internet
services in the erstwhile
State of Jammu and Kash-
mir, and the court held
that freedom of speech and
expression, as well as free-
dom to practice any profes-
sion or carry on any trade,
business, or occupation ov-
er the internet, are protect-
ed by Articles 19(1)(a) and
19(1)(g). The court also con-
cluded that orders restrict-
ing internet access must

which is set to last till June 22. n Anuradha Bhasin v educators, and entrepre-

neurs running broadcast
groups, and prevent them
from maintaining commu-
nication with their sub-
scribers. It thus limits one’s
ability to earn a living.
Section 79 of the IT Act
also establishes intermedi-
ary safe harbour provision,
which means platforms are
not liable for third-party
content if they exercise
due diligence, follow the
Information Technology
Rules, 2021, and act quick-
ly upon receiving know-
ledge of illegal content.




Telegram evolved
into ‘new dark web,
govt. tells Delhi HC

Govt. says the app is used by cybercriminals, exam paper leak operators;

court questions the platform-wide ban as it hears Telegram’s challenge

Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

The government’s sub-
missions relied heavily on
an Indian Cyber Crime
Coordination Centre (I4C

Telegram.ontrial

The messaging platform contests restrictions
imposed underSection 69A of the IT Act

= Used by cybercriminals, fraud networks,
extremist groups, and exam leak operators

Telegram’s stand

= Centre fails to
justify emergency

powers or a
platform-wide ban

® Specific content
can be blocked
instead of restricting

® Fails to act ® Features can be
against illegal misused to falsely
and suspicious portray exam papers
channels as leaked and trigger
despite repeated law-and-order
requests concerns

the entire platform

Solicitor-General Tush-
ar Mehta, appearing for
the Centre during the hear-
ing on Telegram’s petition
challenging the temporary
ban imposed till June 22
under Section 69A of the
Information Technology
Act, 2000, told the court

that the enterprise behind
the messaging app had
been repeatedly asked to
proactively monitor and
curb illegal and suspicious
channels on the platform.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

ON SECTION 69A
» PAGE 10




Telegram evolved into
‘new dark web’: govt.

However, the company failed to take any meaning-
ful action, Mr. Mehta said.

Senior advocate Dhruv Mehta, appearing for
Telegram, said the government had failed to justify
the use of emergency powers and had not demon-
strated why specific content could not be blocked,
instead of disabling access to the entire platform.
“The order says it is in the interest of the sove-
reignty and integrity of India. An examination like
NEET will affect the sovereignty and integrity of
India?” he asked.

A Bench of Justice Tejas Kataria scrutinised the
government’s justification for a platform-wide res-
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The Centre’s affidavit also details how Telegram
is allegedly used by cyber threat actors to coordi-
nate attacks, distribute malware, and facilitate fi-
nancial crime. It is alleged that Telegram channels
host marketplaces for rented and mule bank ac-
counts used in money laundering and cyber fraud.
Such channels enable criminals to exchange infor-
mation on bank accounts, UPI handles, and cryp-
tocurrency conversion mechanisms while, due to
the interface, it remains difficult for the police to
track them because new channels emerge
continuously.

> Mr. Mehta said.




Thailand revives $30bn W
coast-to-coast corridor

“This thing will be located

“Personally, Idon't want itto
happen atall,” Chaiyaporn said
ofthe project, which Thai Prime
Minister Anutin.€harnvirakul
hasresuscitated afterthewarin
Iran and the¢losure of the Hor-
muz Strait highlighted coun-
tries' reliance on strategic mari-
time chokepoints.

in the area where we make our
living,” he said last month in
the small fishing hamlet of
Baan Hat Sai Dam on anisland




Uzbekistan courts global investors w1th Altaxbreaks, duty-freezones

Harikishan Sharma
Tashkent, June 18

THE PRESIDENT of Uzbekis-
tan Shavkat Mirziyoyev Wed-
nesday, while announcing the
launch of tax free zones for ar-
tificial intelligence projects and
datacentres, said that the doors
of ‘New Uzbekistan’ will always
remain open to foreign inves-
tors who come to “our country
with trustand ideas.”
Addressing the Opening
ceremony of the Fifth Tashkent
International Investment
Forum, Mirziyoyev also an-
nounced that his country will
create an open digital geologi-
cal database of all minerals in-
cluding rare minerals and in-

crease by four times the
number of deposits put up for
auction and will “extensively”
attract foreign investment into
the ‘Metals of the Future’ tech-
noparks, which are being estab-
lished in Tashkent and Samar-
kand regions.

‘Welcoming theheadsof state
and government, represen-
tativesof international financial
institutions, major companies
and investment fundsand busi-
ness leaders, Mirziyoyev said,
“Wearealwaysopentoinvestors
interested in cooperation with
Uzbekistan and ready to build
equal and mutually beneficial
partnership. The participation of
nearly 4,000 foreign guests from
more than 100 countries in this

Uzbeklstan Presu!en( Shavkat Mirziyoyev addressing at the Fifth

Forum.

year’sforumis aclearindication
ofthegrowing international rec-
ognitioniand prestige of the
Tashkent International Invest-
ment Forum.” Promising more

EXPRESS PHOTO

reformstoattract foreign inves-
tors, Mirziyoyev announced tax
free zones for the investors.
“We have created a special
zone for Al projects and data

Fol it

centres in Karakalpakstan. In
this territory, until 2040, inves-
tors will be exempt from all
types of taxes and duties; road,
electricity, and water infra-
structure will be financed by
thestate; a preferential electric-
ity tariff of 5 cents per kilowatt-
hourwill be applied,” he said.
Healso announced that his
country will attract foreign in-
vestment in rare mineral min-
ingthrough its new initiative —
‘Metals of the Future’ techno-
parks. “As you are well aware,
Uzbekistan is rich in natural re-
sources, includinggold, copper,
uranium, tungsten, natural gas,
and other rare minerals. The
total value of our subsoil
wealth, strategic raw materials,

i

is estimated at $3 trillion,” Mir-
ziyoyev said.

“In order to provide oppor-
tunitiesin this sector to foreign
investors we will create an open
digital database of geological
dataand increase by four times
the number of deposits put up
forauction. Toimplement pro-
jects from “mining to finished
products,” we will extensively
attract foreign investmentinto
the ‘Metals of the Future’ tech-
noparks, which are being estab-
lished in Tashkent and Samar-
kand regions,” he said.

FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

The writer is in Tashkent at
the invitation of the govern-
ment of Uzbekistan.



Iran deal sparks anger among Republican hawks

Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

U.S. President Donald
Trump’s deal with Iran has
opened a rare breach with
Republican hawks, who
warn that the agreement
falls far short of the sweep-
ing victory he promised
and could leave Tehran
richer, stronger and still
able to threaten the region.

But the terms have
alarmed some of the same
Republicans who spent

years denouncing Demo-
cratic former President Ba-
rack Obama'’s 2015 nuclear
agreement with Iran as
dangeroul WEedK

Republican Senator Bill
Cassidy wrote on X that
former President and Re-
publican icon Ronald Rea-
gan would be “rolling over
in his grave,” calling the
agreement “the worst fo-
reign policy blunder in
decades”.

“Before the war, the

Signs protesting the Iran war and its impact on fuel prices during a
protest outside of the U.S. Capitol in Washington DC. AFP

strait was open, Iran was
being crushed by sanc-
tions, and 13 service mem-
bers were still alive,” he
said.

“Now, 13 Americans are
dead, families have paid
billions at the pump, sanc-
tions will be lifted, and the
bombing has stopped.”

“It’s a memorandum of
understanding, and if I
don’t like it, we’ll go back
to shooting at them, drop-
ping bombs on their head,”
Mr. Trump told pressper-
sons on Wednesday at a
Group of Seven summit in
Evian, in eastern France.

Republican Senator Ted
Cruz warned urged Trump
not to “suddenly come in
with massive buckets of
cash to let them rebuild
and become a threat to
America again”.

Senator Lindsey Gra-
ham said the deal opened
the Strait of Hormuz, sus-
pended hostilities and
created space to test
whether diplomacy could
curb Iran’s nuclear
ambitions.



Hegseth blasts NATO allies, says
U.S. will review forces in Europe

Agence France-Presse
BRUSSELS

U.S. Secretary of War Pete
Hegseth told NATO on
Thursday the Pentagon
will review its force pre-
sence in Europe within six
months, as he lashed out at
allies over defence spend-
ing and their response to
the Iran war.

seth.told a meeting of NA-
TO Defence Ministers in

Pete Hegseth

The Pentagon chief said

Mr. Hegseth said going
forward that Washington
paying its dues to cover NA-
TO organisational running
costs — roughly some $790
million in 2026 — would be
“contingent” on allies
reaching spending targets.
“Where other allies do not
spend with urgency, our
dues contributions will go
down,” he said.




Trump defends Iran deal
from critics he calls ‘fools’

Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

U.S. President Donald
Trump lashed out at critics
of his agreement with Iran
on Thursday, calling those
who accused him of offer-
ing concessions to end the
war “fools”, ahead of nego-
tiations in Switzerland on
implementing the deal.

Oil prices tumbled after
Mr. Trump and his Iranian
counterpart  separately
signed their accord to end
the West Asia war, with the
Strait of Hormuz to reopen
but two months of negotia-
tions lying ahead.

In a sudden develop-
ment after uncertainty ov-
er when the deal agreed
earlier this week would be
formally . signed, Mr.
Trump put his name to it in
thick black ink at a candle-
lit dinner with French Pre-
sident Emmanuel Macron
at the Palace of Versailles
outside Paris on
Wednesday.

Mr. Macron — for whom
the signing at the palace,

Donald Trump during the signing of a deal with Iran to end the West
Asia war, inside Chateau de Versailles, on Wednesday. AFP

which hosted the signing
of the treaty that ended the
First World War, was an im-
mense coup following his

hosting of the G7 summit —
shouted “bravo” as Mr.
Trump signed.

“These fools, who think
I haven’t been tough
enough on Iran, when the
Stock Market Just Hit A RE-
CORD HIGH, and Oil prices
are ‘tumbling’ down, are
either jealous, bad people,
or stupid,” Mr. Trump
posted on social media
hours after signing the
deal.

Iranian President Ma-
soud Pezeshkian also
signed the agreement, Ira-
nian Foreign Ministry spo-
kesperson Esmaeil Bagaei
said, adding that “now it is
time to test the implemen-
tation of the agreement”.

The deal should bring
an end to the current U.S.-
Israeli conflict with the Is-
lamic republic, which saw
five weeks of all-out war
until a ceasefire early April
and led to shipping being
greatly restricted in the
Strait of Hormuz, causing a
spike in energy prices.




